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Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officer John Flynn 717-632-4497

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officer TBD TBD

If you are a New Member Looking to Get Plugged In or Want to Volunteer…  Contact the following:

Volunteer & New Member Coordinator Tim Colman 214-708-2279

Squadron Officers:

Squadron Commander Neils Agather 817-946-9950

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant & Personnel Officer Debbie King 469-688-1709

Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter 580-471-3048

Safety Officer John Flynn 717-632-4497

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Deputy Public Information Officer Chris Madrid 770-655-3315

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Squadron Staff:
Squadron General Manager Brad Pilgrim 843-991-3814

Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Don Thurston 903-714-8037

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

Facility Manager TBD TBD

B-24 Team:

B-24 Go Team Leader Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-24 Aircraft Tours Coordinator TBD TBD

Deputy Public Information Officer Chris Madrid 770-655-3315

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

Docent Emeritus Jack Bradshaw 214-987-1963

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Kon Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jon Oliver 312-925-6184

Ride Desk Captain Mary Mount 209-605-4313

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250
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In this Issue:
• Officer Reports 

• B-29 Ground School sign-up OPEN

• Diamond Lil B-24 Go Team Report

• Diamond Lil Century Club Report

• Member News 

• 2016 Squadron Awards

• In Memoriam:  Jim Neill and Jamie Smith

• Special Feature: “With the B-29 in Germany” by Tim Colman

• Photo Album:  2016 in pictures

• Flag Pics;  Stories from the Squadron

• Editor’s Corner

• Squadron Contact Information

Squadron member Natasha Sanders prepared a FIFI cookie and plenty of 

cupcake fighter escorts for our Annual Meeting and Chili Cook-off

Special Feature:  With 

the B-29 in Germany 

By Tom Colman

Jamie Smith

Jim Neill

2016 in Pictures

Eric Henderson
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The Journey

to the 

Black Hat

begins…

B-29 
Ground School

February 10-12, 2017 

Sign up!

www.warbirdflightschool.org

B-29 Ground School schedule will be 

in the January issue of the Flyer.

Hotel information
Super 8 Hotel, 4665 Gemini Place Fort Worth

$59.00 for a single room and $69.00 for a double 

room. The phone number is 817-222-3220. The 

rooms are fine. No hot breakfast, except for a 

waffle machine. The group code is B-29

Holiday Inn, 4635 Gemini Place, Fort Worth

It’s located next door to the Super 8. The rate is 

$89.00. Buffet style breakfast in their restaurant 

costs an additional $9.99. Phone: 817-624-

0002. The group code is B-29

Remember also that you can walk across the 

parking lot from each of these hotels to the Cracker 

Barrel and McDonalds.

http://www.warbirdflightschool.org/
callto:817-222-3220
tel:(817) 624-0002


5

Squadron Report
Well, sometimes Christmas comes early. We have collected 

over $130,000 towards Diamond Lil’s new engines and, as a 

result, have ordered two new ones for her. Our goal continues 

to be $300,000, so we still have a ways to go, but we are well 

on our way there. As a result, we were able to respond 

positively at ICAS on inquiries on Diamond Lil. While we still 

have a steep climb, I am confident we will see Lil on the road 

this summer, late May or early June. As you will see from the 

other reports inside, Lil needs other work besides just the 

engines. However, these are exciting times for her.

FIFI is deep in winter maintenance. She looks a bit forlorn with one engine missing. You look at 

her and wonder how it all comes together. But it always does thanks to our crack maintenance 

crews and the many volunteers. I am confident that by mid-February she will be ready to train 

our flight crews and then head out on tour.

Please make a note of our Squadron Ground School scheduled for the weekend of 10 February. 

Details will follow shortly, but as before, we will have a social gathering at my hangar at 

Meacham (3500 Lincoln Avenue) on Friday the 10th and then the Ground School on Saturday and 

Sunday the 11th. I look forward to seeing everyone there.

In the meantime, I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas.

Neils Agather

Squadron Leader

At ICAS 2016, the B-29/B-24 Squadron won the Pinnacle 

Gold Award for Civilian Performer...for the change the 

Air Power History Tour has brought the aviation and air 

show industry. Jon Oliver accepts the award on behalf of 

the Squadron
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Maintenance Report 
Photo Collage by Crew Chief Rick
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Flight Operations

Report

I hope everyone has a great Christmas and start to the New 

Year. Once again last year’s tour was an outstanding team 

effort by all involved. The spring tour starts February 22 

heading to Tucson, Phoenix then west to Palm Springs, 

Camarillo, Burbank, finishing up through Amarillo just to 

name a few. This month and next month we are getting the 

B-29, and T-6 ready to head to Arizona. It should be fun in 

the desert as several other aircraft along with the C-45 will 

join us. 

B-29 Ground School 

This year’s B-29, T-6, T-34, Stearman, and C-45 ground school will be February 11-12 with 

some people arriving on the 10th for some activities in the Fort Worth area. There have been 

many improvements in the manuals and checklist just like in the past years and that should 

make this training the best ever. So please make sure you RSVP online. I promise you will 

enjoy it. This year we have set prices for flying the T-6 and Stearman when they are not on tour.

B-24 Ground School 

This year’s B-24 ground school will probably be April, but more to follow on that. We will be 

ramping up the volunteer effort to get the aircraft back on the road in 2017 so be watching for 

that information as we work on getting a couple of new engines for Lil.

See you in ground school,

Archie Taylor

Flight Operations Officer

Photo by Bill Lavery
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https://www.crowdrise.com/caf-b-29-superfortress-fifi-engine-fund

https://www.crowdrise.com/caf-c-45-bucket-of-bolts-sponsor-group

https://www.crowdrise.com/b-24-liberator-diamond-lil-n24927

Aircraft assigned to the B-29/B-24 Squadron are to be always available for the 

Airpower History Tour as directed by the Squadron General Manager or the Tour 

Manager.  However, there will several times a year that the aircraft may be available 

for training or to gain additional flight experience.

Currently the SNJ and PT-13 may be used, with prior coordination, for training or to 

gain additional hours for an individual.

PT-13
$375 per hour

$325 per hour for 2-5 hours

$300 per hour for a block of 5 or more hours

The block time quotes above require the pilot to purchase the proscribed number of hours in advance.  The rates 

above include fuel and oil.   Instructor pilot costs are extra.   A pilot who is heavy on the throttle and exceeds the 

normal average gallons per hour usage, may be charged an extra cost for the above standard usage.   The standard 

fuel usage for the SNJ is 28 gallons per hour; for the Stearman the standard fuel usage is 15 gallons per hour.   

Usage for training

• Training must be approved by the Squadron FEB and HQ will issue a transition letter prior to any flights.  The 

Squadron Operations Officer is point of contact for this process.

• Aircraft will not be used to gain initial tailwheel endorsement.

Pilot requirements

• Each aircraft has its own flight time minimums list in CAF 60-1.  The trainee should be tailwheel current.

Instructors

• Instructors must be CAF Instructor rated, be approved by the Squadron Operation Officer and current in the 

aircraft.  Harvard instructor pilots must have a familiarization flight in the actual aircraft.

• Instructors may receive compensation for their time.  

Each aircraft has an hourly rate:

SNJ
$595 per hour

$550 per hour for 2-5 hours

$500 per hour for a block of 5 or more hours.           

B-29/B-24 Squadron Aircraft Usage 

(as of January 2017)

Click any link below to give to our Squadron’s aircraft this Christmas season

https://www.crowdrise.com/caf-b-29-superfortress-fifi-engine-fund
https://www.crowdrise.com/caf-c-45-bucket-of-bolts-sponsor-group
https://www.crowdrise.com/b-24-liberator-diamond-lil-n24927
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Training & Safety 

Report
Special thanks to all who helped make 2016 another 

successful and safe year for our Squadron.

As announced at our November Annual Squadron Meeting, I 

am stepping down as your Squadron Safety Officer. During 

the election of officers at the meeting, Steve Rabroker was 

elected to take over as our Safety Officer. He will begin his 

term as Safety Officer in January 2017.   Steve has a vast 

amount of knowledge and experience in safety and fire 

prevention and our squadron will be in great hands with him 

in charge.  

I appreciate the help and support every squadron member has given me throughout my years as 

your safety officer and ask you to please give Steve the same. 

Rick, Don and Ben also need all of your help as they work on FIFI during winter maintenance and 

continue the task to get Diamond Lil back into the air.  As the winter maintenance proceeds, we all 

need to keep safety in mind, work smart, protect everyone from injury and prevent damage to our 

valuable aircraft.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year.  Next year’s tour season will be 

here before you realize it.  

REMEMBER, IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

John Flynn

Safety Officer

Photo by Gene O’Neal
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B-24 Go Team Report
Challenges

One of the more challenging tasks for a team faced with adversity is to stay optimistic and focused on the future.  

When it became evident that Lil would need to raise a LOT of money to purchase 3 engines, it seemed like a high 

hurdle indeed.  There were questions – When would Lil fly again?  Will we have a 2017 season?

Stepping Up

That challenge was met by a team from the Squadron and HQ who put their heads together to find a way forward.  

Plans were put into action for fundraising, with high hopes, though no one knew how long it would take to garner 

$300,000.  

Abundant Gifts

A couple weeks ago, Neils called me with the surprising news of receiving a very substantial donation to Diamond 

Lil – enough to begin ordering engines to be built.  Neils has been working toward gaining large donations and his 

connections made a huge difference – Thank you Neils!

12 Planes

The CAF 12 Planes of Christmas campaign continues, with Diamond Lil as the 13th aircraft to be highlighted on 

Dec 26th.  There are ‘matching funds’ available, which is of great benefit to the fundraising total.  I know the 

Squadron has stepped up time and again to support Lil, and we look forward to the money raised from this event.

DLCC

Toni will be expanding the Diamond Lil Century Club program after the New Year.  Look for more information 

in her article.  Thanks ‘Diamond Toni’ for being such an outstanding supporter of Lil!

2017

YES!  As additional funds are raised, all 3 new engines will be installed and final Mx tasks completed.  We are 

making plans for events in June 2017. 

Hands-On Help

Lil is at the Vintage Flying Museum at Ft Worth Meacham Airport with FIFI.  If you can volunteer, the Mx Team 

headed by Crew Chief Rick Garvis can use your help any day, Monday through Saturday.  

The large donation has given everyone an optimistic outlook for Lil.  Merry Christmas and Happy 2017!

Al Benzing     

214-707-2726     

albenzing@gmail.com

Lil sporting a red nose just 

in time for Christmas.  

Photo by Kevin Luke.

mailto:albenzing@gmail.com
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An update from

Toni Rabroker
Diamond Lil Century Club Chairperson

As most of you know, things didn’t work out as 

planned last September for Diamond Lil.  On our 

second maintenance flight, after a successful ground 

run and initial flight test, we experienced problems 

on #3 and #4 engines.  The crew handled everything 

well and landed safely at Fort Worth Meacham 

Airport.  Once on the ground, it was determined that 

the best plan would be to keep her there until #3 and 

#4 could be replaced.  This was a big setback and 

disappointment, especially after 15 months of care 

and maintenance to get her ready for her first tour 

stop in Branson, Missouri, which was cancelled, 

along with the rest of the fall tour.

With Lil back in the hanger, this down time is being used to again, remove everything inside the aircraft and do a few 

more projects on our list.  One of which was priming and painting the inside.  This will also give us a chance to fine 

tune the new Radio Operator’s station.  

NOW, More Than Ever – We Need Your Help! We are focusing on raising funds to replace, not just two…… but 

three engines, which will get Diamond Lil back on top of her game!  We were blessed to have some help from Nik 

Coleman, a producer and film maker from England, who had recently shot some video with Jim Walston, a B-24 

Veteran and member of our Squadron.  Hopefully you have seen the video on The 12 Planes of Christmas Campaign.  

If not, you can watch it here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJgqqyQ_2rc&feature=youtu.be

If you would like to donate to this campaign, please visit:

https://www.crowdrise.com/b-24-liberator-diamond-lil-n24927

As a reminder, Diamond Lil is totally funded by the contributions of individuals and sponsors. We are working 

towards some possible corporate sponsorships, but the foundation of The Diamond Lil Century Club is built upon 

YOU – each individual donor.  In order for us to be able to maintain progress on this national treasure and continue 

to operate into the future, it is time to “renew” your membership.  For as little as $100, you can not only become a 

Century Club Member, but your support is vital to keeping this iconic aircraft flying.  Please visit the website now, 

www.diamondlil.org, which we will be updating soon.  

If you would like to mail in a donation, please make your check payable to:  CAF B29-B24 Squadron, and put DLCC 

in the memo section.  Mail it to:  B-29/B-24 Squadron, P.O. Box 763577, Dallas, TX 75376.

All funds that are donated through these links, go directly - 100% to Diamond Lil.

I hope you all have a Very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Toni Rabroker

Diamond Lil Century Club Chairman

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJgqqyQ_2rc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.crowdrise.com/b-24-liberator-diamond-lil-n24927
http://www.diamondlil.org/
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Membership Info
If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at squadadjutant@gmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

Debbie King

13562 Braemar Drive

Dallas, Texas 75234

B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant

469-688-1709

Member News
December, 2016

Squadron Elections Results
Squadron Leader -- Neils Agather

Executive Officer -- Tom Travis

Finance Officer -- Gerald Oliver

Safety Officer -- Steve Rabroker

Winter Maintenance Help Needed

Rick Garvis

B-29 Mx 

972-380-8800

rgarvis@cafhq.org

Steve Rabroker

B-24 Mx 

469-387-6439

Rabroker@hotmail.com

Get your Christmas shopping done at the 

Squadron Px:

New Members:

Dan Smith of Plano, Texas

Amy Metz of Denver, Colorado

Glenn Smith of Duncan, Oklahoma

Julius Yoder of Marion, Iowa

Joey Castiglione of Modesto, California

Todd Abbott of Dallas, Texas

Brett Bourgeois of Aledo, Texas

Robert Koch of Trophy Club, Texas

Sheri Glynn of Sonora, California

Linda Gordon of Oak park, Michigan

Mat Titus of Turlock, California

Roger Thornily of Lubbock, Texas

Keith Swinehart of Grand Junction, Colorado

Dues renewal is upon us - everyone is due on 

December 31st. To renew please visit:

http://www.cafb29b24.org/book

Mail Checks to:

B29/B24 Squadron

C/O Debbie King

13562 Braemar Drive

Dallas, Texas 75234

James Dawson of Waxahachie, Texas

Bruce Creighton of Metairie, Louisiana

Peter Ring, Jr. of Euless, Texas

Henrie Tippie of Austin, Texas

Patrick Schmit of Dallas, Texas

Troy Wayne Kennedy of Bellhaven, North Carolina

Barry Young of Murphy, Texas

William Lambert of Ypsilanti, New York

Tom Reneau of Midland, Texas

Scott Gupton of Prescott Valley, Arizona

Jeremy Ott of Prescott Valley, Arizona

Greg Hogue of Granbury, Texas

Rick Bell of Shalimar, Florida

Steve Schabowski of Coppell, Texas

Merry Christmas! 

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:squadadjutant@gmail.com
mailto:rgarvis@cafhq.org
mailto:Rabroker@Hotmail.com
http://www.cafb29b24.org/book
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Squadron 2016 Annual Meeting

and Chili Cook-Off

Chili Champ!

Steve Rabroker

Photographs and the list of award winners at the

Squadron Annual Meeting and Chili Cook-off on 

November 12, 2016 

BOB AND MILDRED FREEMAN

TOURING AWARD

GLENN MOUNT

MARY MOUNT

DEDICATION AWARD

MAX RAWLINGS

PHIL PEDRON

LEADERSHIP AWARD

CHERYL HILVERT

JON OLIVER

UP & COMING AWARD

JOSHUA CARGILE

MILES GRIEF

ABOVE AND BEYOND AWARD

SARAH ZIMMERMAN

EDGAR JONES

TONI RABROKER

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

NEILS AGATHER

PROFESSIONAL AIRCREW MEMBER AWARD

JERRY PALMER

GOLDEN WRENCH AWARD

TOM FERRARO

ED BECK

SAM MANGRAM B-24 RESTORATION AWARD

DON OBREITER

VIC AGATHER B-29 RESTORATION AWARD

SHAD MORRIS

DIAMOND LIL 

AIRCREW AWARD

AL BENZING

DAVID OLIVER

ALAN LASCHE

TONI RABROKER

STEVE RABROKER

PROFESSIONAL MAINTENANCE AWARD

STEVE RABROKER

TOM FERRARO

ED BECK

STEVE HAYS

PAUL JARVIS

SMITTY

GREG HOGUE

TOM KAYE

GLENN MOUNT

AL HERUM

TOM BAILEY

SHAD MORRIS

PHIL PEDRON

MATT PEDRON

DARREN MURRAY

JOHN SCHAUER

JOE SMIGIELSKI

MIKE SCHMIT

DAN YORK

DON OBREITER

MILES GREIF

JOSHUA CARGILLE

TODD ERSKINE

BUD CALLEY
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Squadron Award Winners 

in attendance at event.



15

In Memoriam

Jim Neill

Squadron member Jim Neill 

passed away on November 13, 

2016. His loss will be felt deeply 

around our aircraft, hangars, tour 

stops, Squadron events and mostly 

our hearts.  He was truly the 

“rock” of the Squadron.

Please keep his wife Kathy and 

family in your prayers over the 

holidays.  This collage of pictures 

captures Jim’s passion and selfless 

nature at Squadron activities.  

Blue skies and tailwinds Jim.
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In Memoriam

Jamie Smith
Jamie and her partner, 

Keri, were CAF friends 

many of us have missed 

in the last few years.  

They helped a great 

deal with FIFI’s interior 

work and early tours.

Many of you stayed in touch with Jamie through Facebook (myself 

included).  Several years ago, I posted the pic to the right on Facebook 

and tagged Jamie.  She thanked me because she was ”usually behind 

the camera.”  Jamie posted openly about her battle with cancer on 

Facebook.  Her messages were filled with resolve to beat the disease, 

joy in the blessings of life and love for her family and friends. 

Jamie passed away on November 24, 2016.  Please keep Keri and 

Jamie’s family in your prayers.  Blue skies and tailwinds Jamie.

Photo by 

Leslie Garvis
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In a little-known episode during the Berlin Airlift, the US deployed B-29s to England 

and Germany to protect the airlift from the Russians.  (Part I of story)

Special Feature

“Richard Grayson: 

With the B-29 In Germany”
By Tim Colman

I first met Richard Grayson at the New Orleans airshow in 

early November 2016.  As FIFI was getting ready to 

perform a ride flight I was walking the fence line, keeping 

people off the tarmac and answering questions. A man 

behind me noticed the aft ladder hanging from FIFI and 

asked if we ever let people climb into the tail section of 

FIFI.  I gave the standard answer; “No, because most 

people cannot climb that ladder into the tail.” Richard 

looked at me and said: “I can.” And later that day he did, 

for the first time since 1949.

Richard Grayson was born on April 24, 1929 in 

Alexandria Louisiana. This was the first year of the Great 

Depression and Richard’s family suffered. He was one of 

eight children. His father’s career failed as a result of the 

depression, and in 1937 his parents were divorced. At this 

time Richard and his family moved to New Orleans.

Richard Grayson at the APU position in FIFI.

With his mother and eight children he lived in an apartment near the beautiful St. Charles Avenue in New Orleans. 

There were already rumblings of war in the late 1930s. Richard lived a couple of blocks from the German Consulate. 

They had already learned to hate Hitler. Each morning as they walked past the German Consulate on their way to 

school, Richard and his siblings would turn and give a Nazi salute, shout "Heil Hitler" and spit. This was a ritual that 

they followed every day from Richard’s third grade to seventh grade.

During the war years they experienced many of the effects of living in a coastal town: blackout curtains, bringing 

mother's pots and pans to school for scrap metal drives, and rationing. Richard and other boys in woodworking 

classes stopped making pieces of furniture, and started making airplane silhouettes, painted black, for aircraft 

recognition drills.

Richard entered high school in 1942. The attitude of young men during the war was that they were always the next 

to go. No one knew how long the war would last.  Richard's older brother served in the Pacific theater as a landing 

craft operator. His older brother was always reluctant to talk about his service in the Pacific. While the war was still 

going on Richard entered Junior ROTC. He learned how to drill with a wooden rifle and learned the Manual of 

Arms. They ran an obstacle course on the high school football field. Richard graduated from high school in 1946. 

The war was over, and Richard was disappointed that he was not able to serve during wartime.

At that time many veterans were returning from service overseas, and new high school graduates like Richard had 

little chance to get a job. Richard's goal was still to serve his country, so he and a friend went down and enlisted in 

the Army Air Force.



18

Richard reported for duty at Fort Sam Houston. Each day they fell out and marched and drilled. Richard remembers 

two songs being played over and over: "Take me back to Tulsa", and "Joey Brown". His next stop was SAAC field 

in San Antonio (later changed to Lackland Air Force Base). Basic training was six weeks. Richard had a small 

stature and weighed 106 pounds when he entered Basic, but because of his ROTC training in high school he had no 

problems with the athletic demands of Basic training. Richard was in Squadron VB4, Flight 1312. Richard's unit 

bivouacked at Camp Bulliss near San Antonio for several days during which he took part in a 14-mile forced 

march, and gas training. 

Richard took aptitude tests to determine his service specialty. Richard chose the radar training school in Boca 

Raton, Florida. At radar school, Richard attended many classes on electronics. He also got his first ride on an 

airplane: a B-25. Near the end of his advanced training, a major hurricane hit Boca Raton. Richard and his 

comrade’s barracks were tar-paper shacks built during the war with no heat, and no insulation. 

After returning to the base Richard's barracks was off its 

foundation and partially collapsed. The servicemen 

staying in these barracks lost all of their clothing and 

possessions. As a result of the hurricane, the radar 

training school was transferred to Keesler Army Air Field 

in Biloxi, Mississippi, where Richard completed training. 

There was not much for a young man like Richard to do 

in Biloxi during his off-duty hours. There was only the 

public swimming pool, and local bars where they drank 

3.2 beer and tomato beer, a combination of beer and 

tomato juice.

After radar school, Richard was selected for High 

Altitude Bombardment on B-29s. Richard was assigned 

to the 301st Bomb Group, 353rd Flight. Richard's 

responsibilities included installing, maintaining, and 

servicing the APQ-13 radar units on ten B-29s.

The Radar Training School at Boca Raton AAF. Most of this area 

was destroyed in the 1947 hurricane.

The APQ-13 radar units were installed on B-29s starting 

in 1944.  Considered advanced at the time, the units were 

mounted in B-29s aft of the left gunner/scanner position, 

where FIFI’s passenger seats are located today. 

he APQ-13 units required constant maintenance and were 

frequently removed and serviced from the B-29s in 

Richard’s bomb group. Richard’s job evolved to running 

the maintenance of these radar units for 10 B-29s in his 

bomb group. 

A radome was added to the B-29, situated between the 

bomb-bays. It provided an image to a CRT shown below. 

Using the CRT, the radar operator could see land –masses 

below and let the crew know when they were 

approaching the target even though the target was 

obscured by clouds.
This was the radar installation on a B-29 just aft of 

the left gunner/scanner.
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An 8-minute movie made in 1946 showing the role of the radar operator on a B-29 (along with a War Bonds pitch) 

can be found on YouTube here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiyb_5pMnY0

The radar operator would peer through this CRT to see the target ahead.

In July and August, 1948 three B-29 bomb groups totaling about 90 B-29s deployed first to England, and then to 

Fürstenfeldbruck, Germany. Richard went with 30 B-29s to Germany. This deployment was in support of the Berlin 

Airlift, the noble Allied effort to supply Berlin after it was cut off from food and fuel by the Russians. The purpose 

of the deployment was to provide a credible threat to the Russians of bombardment by the American B-29s. None 

of the B-29s deployed at this time were atomic-bomb capable, however it is likely the Russians did not know that. 

Richard was among the crewmen sent to Europe at this time. This was the only time that B-29s were ever stationed 

in Europe.

We will continue this unique story of the B-29 in Europe, and also Richard Grayson’s story in Part Two of this 

interview.

Richard Grayson with Henry Bordelon and Tim Colman at New Orleans, November 2016

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iiyb_5pMnY0
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For the January, 2017 issue of The Flyer –

Submit a picture of an American flag that has meaning for you.

Please send your picture holding the flag or with the flag alone and in 

clear view.  We’ll build a collage picture of the flags.  Send a caption 

for your flag picture in 2-3 sentences (your name, family/friend 

serviceman/woman, military service).

Pictured to the right is Ken Kovar holding the flag and dogtags of his 

father, Corporal Henry Kovar, who served in the Pacific in WWII.  

Please use this as an example of how to pose with your flag or pose 

your flag picture.

We are looking forward to your pictures and stories.  

Submit to Flyer Editor konartist@Verizon.net

Deadline:  January 7, 2017

Flag of the USS Arizona on display at Wings Over Dallas, October 2016 Photo by Greg Pitoniak

mailto:konartist@Verizon.net
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

The flyer WANTS YOU!

Special Thanks

Inspired by a T-shirt 

worn by my friend, Ken 

Kovar, I created a scene 

using 3D models of the 

DFW Wing’s R4D in 

action against a U-Boat.  

I printed the art for him.  

Merry Christmas KK!

R4D vs. U-Boat

My 4th year as Flyer Editor hasn’t been without challenges.  Various things made it impossible to 

publish 12 issues but I hope you enjoyed what landed in your inbox.  I am grateful for contributors 

Max Rawlings, Lisa Foster, Cheryl Hilvert, Natasha Sanders, Al Benzing, Rachel Cairncross, Gerald 

Oliver, Charles Chauncey and Dan Owens – who took a chance with me and did a 5-part series on 

Lt. Dan Godsy, WWII B-29 pilot and his namesake.  Thanks to all the Volunteer/Staff Spotlights for 

being good sports – Tim Colman, John Flynn, Liz Vue, Larry Pop, Tom Ferraro, Ed Beck, Don 

Boccaccio and Al Herum.  Thank you Squadron Officers for your reports and continued efforts to 

inform and inspire the troops.  Most of all, thank you to the photographers who shared pictures of our 

aircraft, crew and vets.  You helped us tell the 2016 story on the road and at home.  

In 2017, Squadron member, Ross Martin, and I have some ideas for improving the Flyer so be patient 

with us as we try a few new things out.  As always, please send me an e-mail if you want to 

collaborate on a story idea or have some great pictures to share.  Bring on 2017!

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

