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B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officer John Flynn 717-632-4497

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officer Jim Neill 214-762-5891

If you are a New Member Looking to Get Plugged In or Want to Volunteer…  Contact the following:

Volunteer & New Member Coordinator Tim Colman 214-708-2279

Squadron Officers:

Squadron Commander Neils Agather 817-946-9950

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant & Personnel Officer Debbie King 469-688-1709

Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter 580-471-3048

Safety Officer John Flynn 717-632-4497

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Deputy Public Information Officer Chris Madrid 770-655-3315

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Squadron Staff:

Squadron General Manager Brad Pilgrim 843-991-3814

Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Don Thurston 903-714-8037

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

Facility Manager Jim Neill 214-762-5891

B-24 Team:

B-24 Go Team Leader Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-24 Aircraft Tours Coordinator Jim Neill 214-762-5891

Deputy Public Information Officer Chris Madrid 770-655-3315

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

Docent Emeritus Jack Bradshaw 214-987-1963

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Kon Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Open

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jon Oliver 312-925-6184

Ride Desk Captain Mary Mount 209-605-4313

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory
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Squadron Report

Neils Agather

Squadron Leader

The last ride flight of the year is in the logbooks and we are 

winding down our touring operations and spooling up winter 

maintenance.  Wings Over Dallas was wildly successful for the 

CAF and our Squadron.

All ride flights sold out and Rocky had a record-setting day of 

selling PX. Last weekend, the Squadron partnered with the 

World War II Museum again for an outstanding air show in 

New Orleans.  All in all this has been a good year financially 

but not our best. We will be tightening our belts over the next 

few months and working on plans for the 2017 tour.

This coming weekend is our annual meeting and chili cook off. As I write this, we have five 

contestants and over 50 attendees who have said they are coming. We will be electing officers 

and discussing Squadron plans for ground school and the 2017 tour. I hope you all can make 

it. It will be our last event of 2017

Photos by Kevin Luke
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Executive Officer

Report

Tom Travis

Executive Officer

Our 2016 season wrapped up in New Orleans on November 

6. We did four ride flights down there which made a total of 

120 for the year. See Gerald’s report for the financial results 

but the most important thing is we had a safe year.

Our volunteers worked in the heat, cold, wind and rain to 

make it all happen. We simply couldn’t do all this without a 

fantastic group of people out there day after day. Thanks for 

all you do!

On the Flight Deck with Tom Travis

Ben Powers

Archie Taylor
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Flight Operations 

Report
An interesting first year as operations officer. We started off 

in Mobile Alabama, Sarasota, Florida, Titusville, Naples, 

Lakeland, Leesburg, and Daytona Beach. From there we came 

back to Fort Worth then went to Barksdale Air Force Base, 

St Louis, Birmingham, Wall New Jersey, Hagerstown, 

Redding, Nashua, Albany, Pittsburg, and South Bend where 

we took a maintenance break. Then we went to Aurora, 

Dubuque, Janesville, Appleton, Oshkosh, Peoria, Springfield, 

Omaha, Cheyenne, Bloomfield, Branson, Grand Junction, Las 

Vegas, Monterey, Modesto, Sacramento, Prescott, Lubbock, 

Austin, DFW, Dallas Executive, and New Orleans. WOW!

To be able to move these aircraft from coast to coast to coast takes real teamwork. It’s amazing the 

amount of maintenance time, transition time, ride desk support time, volunteer time, and ride flights 

that are accomplished on schedule across the country. It’s a real testimony to all the people involved 

in these CAF activities. Once again thank you all for your amazing support.

While all of these activities we’re going on we 

were changing engines, wiring harness, tires 

spark plugs, Avionics, doing routine 

inspections, and any other activities that needed 

to be accomplished to make sure we were able 

to safely operate. Amazing!

We even promoted a Brigadier General to a 

Colonel, and received a thank you note for that 

promotion from him during this tour.

Right now the aircraft are starting winter 

maintenance and your help is requested to 

make sure we are able to start the tour on time 

in February. As you all are aware it takes a lot 

of work to accomplish these tasks and your 

help is much appreciated and needed.

Archie Taylor

B-29/B-24 Operations Officer

Photo by Archie Taylor
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Maintenance Report 

Whew! What a busy and demanding year 2016 was!! It is hard to 

summarize all the planning, work, logistics and hours that goes on 

behind the scenes to keep FIFI flying unless you're there to witness 

it. We had to ask a lot of our maintenance staff and volunteers, but 

without hesitation, our team stepped-up and delivered once 

again! Those long days and nights put in by our crew chiefs and 

maintenance volunteers paid-off and resulted in another successful, 

safe and reliable tour year. It is interesting to note that, with the new 

engines and efforts of the maintenance team, we have logged as much 

flight time on FIFI in the last 6 years as the CAF did in the 20 years it 

operated FIFI previously! That speaks volumes to value of 

preventative and proactive maintenance.

FIFI Report

This spring we got FIFI out on time for the Florida tour but unfortunately we had a slight hiccup in Naples, Florida. 

A valve seat came loose on the number three engine and unfortunately, with the internal damage that was done, we 

had to change the engine. Thanks to the efforts of our refined maintenance and volunteer staff, we were able to 

quickly get FIFI back in the air. This summer tour, with the new engines, was the first year we kept FIFI out for a 

full six months and she performed like the queen that she is! She obviously enjoys all the TLC that the maintenance 

team and our volunteers give her. With that said, I truly believe we have some of the most dedicated volunteers in 

the CAF and I'm very proud of that! THANK YOU ALL!!

With the end of the year here, we have broken the 900 hour mark on the majority of our engines. That would be 

unheard of with the old engines! This winter we will be starting to perform top overhaul's on each of the high time 

engines to give us the 2000 hr TBO which we hope to achieve with these newer series 3350’s. Mitzi will be the first 

recipient of a top overhaul. So, like I say every year, don't forget we will be out there working six days a week till 

February getting FIFI ready to go back out on the road. So please come out and lend a hand!

LIL Report

A lot of great work was done on Diamond Lil in the past year. With her move over to DEA came the task of 

building up a new volunteer maintenance crew and outfitting a new facility to do the maintenance. Even with a year 

to do maintenance on her, we were not able to achieve all the goals we had set out to do so we focused on the end 

goal - which was to get her back in the air and back to all who love seeing Lil. Unfortunately, during training, the 

day before she was to go out on tour, we ended up getting chip lights on number three and number four engines. 

The crew did a great job of handling the situation and getting her back on the ground safely at Meachum. Until we 

can get both engines replaced, we will continue to work on her over at Meachum. In the mean time, we are just 

about ready to paint the entire interior back to the original liberator green. Just one more step to getting her back to 

her original configuration!

Once again come on out, lend a hand and make a difference!

Rick Garvis

Crew Chief
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Crew Chief Rick’s Pics
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Training & Safety 

Report
The 2016 tour season ended with the three-day air show at 

the New Orleans Lakefront Airport.  It was great once again 

this year to have so many squadron members out “on the 

road” helping show our aircraft to the many crowds we 

attracted at each stop across the country.  Our records show 

that we have had a total of 89 squadron members helping out 

on tour this year.  This number included 18 new squadron 

members who had never been on tour before.  It’s especially 

great to have the new volunteers getting involved as our Air 

Power History Tour continues to grow each year. 

All who participated can be very proud of our accomplishments during this year’s tour season; 

especially our safety record.  There were of course, a few bumps and bruises as our crews worked 

hard to keep the tour operating on schedule while dealing with the changing weather situations and 

maintenance issues that faced us during our travels across the nation.  

Rick and his crew have a lot of work facing them as they get on with the winter maintenance over 

the next few months. He needs everyone’s help.  It is especially important during these winter 

months that we continue to work smart and protect ourselves from injury and avoid damage to our 

valuable aircraft.

REMEMBER, IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

John Flynn

Safety Officer

Photo by Konley Kelley
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PIO Report
As the season winds down we shift our focus to fund raising for 

new engines for Diamond Lil. Headquarters was kind enough to 

include the B-24 in this year’s 12 Planes of Christmas campaign 

even though it was not originally selected as one of the 12. We 

now have a baker’s dozen – with Lil being number 13. 

While HQ and the Squadron are pursuing other sources of 

funding for the engines, 12 Planes of Christmas is a campaign in 

which we can all participate and affect the outcome. The 

campaign launches on December 1st on the crowd funding 

website Crowdrise. Similar to last year, each aircraft will have 

its individual donation page. The selected 13 planes will be 

featured individually for several days during the month. 

Much of the outcome of this campaign depends on each of us. The sharing we do on social media 

affects the outcome significantly. Shortly before the campaign begins I will be sending you all an 

email with instructions about how to help. I beg you to take the time to participate in the campaign 

as the results are very much dependent on our individual effort to spread the word.

Our British television producer friend Nik Coleman has out together some very compelling video 

clips to help us with our campaign. Be watching for those on social media. I will also share them 

via email with our members and supporters when they are released to give you a heads up.

Statistics tell us that the more quickly we share and expose these images and videos, the greater our 

opportunity for success. In other words, don’t lallygag when you see this stuff posted – share it 

immediately (and often).

In addition to Lil, I will also put up pages for FIFI and the Bucket of Bolts. While these aircraft 

won’t be featured by HQ throughout the month, we will be able to promote them ourselves.

Thank you all in advance for helping us with 12 Planes fund raising. And thank you all for all you 

do all year long to help us keep the airplanes flying. Monumental effort. . .

Kim Pardon

Public Information Officer

FIFI in NOLA    Photo by Rick Garvis
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Deputy PIO Report

Voting, Veterans Day and the CAF Mission

The week of November 7th reminded me why the 

Commemorative Air Force is so much more than a flying 

museum.  

On November 8th, Americans from all walks of life had an 

opportunity to cast a ballot to elect their local sheriff or coroner, 

a county judge, a congressman, senator and the President of the 

United States, arguably the single most powerful position in the 

world.  One man, one vote.  Ancestry, gender, race, ethnicity, 

religion, sexual preference, political affiliation, social status or 

stock portfolio, on this day we all shared the same right and

responsibility to elect the men and women who govern us all.  Sadly, only 55% of the electorate 

participated in the 2012 presidential election and the 2016 campaign will be remembered for 

unrelenting scandal and acrimony erupting among neighbors and families.

On November 11th, we marked Veterans Day.  For over 50 years CAF units have found ways to 

recognize and honor America’s veterans on this day and throughout the year.  Even though the 

origin of the CAF is rooted in The Second World War and American military aviation heritage, I 

want to believe that our mission is deeper, that our cultural DNA points us towards ideals and 

principles that have been slowly, painfully and imperfectly realized by our nation over 240 years.  I 

find hope in the knowledge that every new military recruit, every federal employee, every 

congressman, every senator and especially the President of the United States must swear an oath to 

defend The Constitution of the Unites States.  

One man, one vote.

As the year winds down and you begin thinking about projects and plans for 2017, consider sharing 

with acquaintances that your membership in the Commemorative Air Force is an expression of 

gratitude and faith in our nation.

As for the experience and memory of the 2016 election, I find solace in President Abraham 

Lincoln’s first inaugural address;

“We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it 

must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory will swell when again 

touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.”

Chris Madrid

Deputy Public Information Officer
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B-24 Go Team Report
Lil remains safely ensconced at the Vintage Flying Museum at Ft Worth Meacham Airport where Mx volunteers 

continue to devote time to her. 

On-going work:

There are a number of remaining projects that are being completed this Fall.  The largest of these is the painting of 

the interior.  The Mx Volunteers have prepped the interior, including wrapping all lines and wires to get ready for a 

lot of green - paint that is.

Future Events:

Toni Rabroker’s local Events Team has plans for early 2017 at the Squadron Hangar at Dallas Executive Airport.  

While Lil may not be at the hangar, it is important that our Squadron expand our ‘Pancake Breakfast’ theme and 

other events to include the public.  The very (very!) big turnout at Wings Over Dallas will work to our advantage 

as these events are announced.

Ground School:

B-24 Ground School for 2017 is on hold until we get a better idea of timing for Lil getting back in the air.  

Fundraising:

By far our biggest challenge is raising $300,000 to replace three engines on Lil.  Now that the 2016 Tour Season is 

at an end, we expect more emphasis on this undertaking.  Two ways that you can contribute is via the Diamond Lil 

Century Club and by designating Diamond Lil in the 12 Planes of Christmas promotion.  CAF HQ has arranged 

for Lil to be the 13th aircraft in this important fund-raising effort.  

Keep the Faith!  Help where you can and we’ll get Lil flying again soon.  THANKS!

Al Benzing     

214-707-2726     

albenzing@gmail.com

Photo by Kevin Luke

mailto:albenzing@gmail.com
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Membership Info
If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at squadadjutant@gmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

Debbie King

13562 Braemar Drive

Dallas, Texas 75234

B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant

469-688-1709

Member News
Oct-Nov, 2016

Squadron Elections
The nominating committee has submitted the 

following slate:

Squadron Leader -- Neils Agather

Executive Officer -- Tom Travis

Finance Officer -- Gerald Oliver

Safety Officer -- Steve Rabroker

Nominations for these positions may also be made 

from the floor at the annual meeting.

Congratulations to 

Squadron member Tyler 

Rhoades.  Tyler is a 

qualified B-29 Scanner 

and has toured with 

FIFI.  He is attending 

Spartan School of 

Aeronautics in Tulsa, 

OK learning to become 

an A&P mechanic.  He 

made the Dean’s List 

recently.  Way to go!

Tyler up 

early at 

Wings Over 

Dallas 

polishing 

FIFI’s 

canopy.

Winter Maintenance Help Needed

Rick Garvis

B-29 Mx 

972-380-8800

rgarvis@cafhq.org

Steve Rabroker

B-24 Mx 

469-387-6439

Rabroker@hotmail.com

Get your Christmas shopping done at the 

Squadron Px:

Veterans Day 2016 Thank you

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:squadadjutant@gmail.com
mailto:rgarvis@cafhq.org
mailto:Rabroker@Hotmail.com
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Squadron 2016 Annual Meeting

and Chili Cook-Off
“Can anyone knock Neils off the top?

Who will be the Top Chili Chef in 2016?”

RSVP to Toni Rabroker

rabroker@hotmail.com

mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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Volunteer Spotlight

Al Herum
By Konley Kelley

Al Herum was born in Chicago, IL on October 6, 1957, his father, Jorgen, was a carpenter and his mother, Anna, 

was a homemaker.  For the vast majority of his youth, Al lived in Park Ridge, IL, which is in close proximity to 

Chicago’s O’Hare Field. His childhood home actually sat on the final approach for 22R so watching air traffic 

from his backyard was a regular pastime and just one more signal of a piloting career to come. 

He attended Maine South High School and in his teens worked at a local gas station 

both pumping gas and driving tow trucks. As a youth he enjoyed working on souped-

up cars as well as building and flying U-Control model airplanes.  Al continued his 

hobby tinkering with cars into his early college years which culminated in his 

building a 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle street racer. After a few brushes with the law for 

speeding and noise complaints, the car went away to finance flying.  

After a brief stint at a local junior college he decided to attend Lewis University and 

sign on for their aviation program. After three and a half years of study he earned a 

BS in Aviation Maintenance Management as well as putting an A & P certificate in his 

pocket. When not in school or working on airplanes he painted houses to get by –

something he did since the age of 14 for an uncle. Any spare money from painting 

went straight to pay for more flying lessons.   
Young Al

His first flight took place at age 17 out of Palwaukee Airport (now Chicago Executive) in a Cessna 150 and by 

1978 he had completed his PPL. He continued to build flight time during his college years adding both an 

Instrument Rating and Commercial license. About 4 months after graduation he added a Flight Instructor 

certificate to his credentials. As a new college graduate in 1980, the job market was challenging.  Al did freelance 

flight instructor work and continued to paint houses to make ends meet financially.  

After slogging through about 18 months of freelance CFI work Al had added about 1,000 hours to his flight time 

and managed to lock up a full time CFI job in Punta Gorda, FL which also offered the chance at some part-time 

FAR 135 charter flying as well as air ambulance work. While in Florida he remembers flying TV reporters over 

the Gulf of Mexico looking for floating bails of marijuana waiting on pick-up by drug dealers. The early flying 

gigs were good experience but it was still a struggle to get by financially. Al’s next job was with AmeriJet 

International flying night freight in a Cessna Turbo 207 and twin-engine Cessna 401, with an occasional leg in the 

right of the company Falcon 20 freighter. 

The experience was good but the monthly flight time was 

low so he leveraged his experience into a Chicago based 

Cessna 402 on-call freight job which allowed him to add 

about 100 hours of multi-engine time to his logbook 

every month. A short stint at the now defunct Air Illinois 

added about 50 hours of turboprop time to his experience 

and primed the pump for getting hired at Simmons 

Airlines in 1984. Falcon 20
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At Simmons he was initially trained as an Embraer EMB-110 first officer. By this time the economy was booming 

again and in 3 years and 3 months at Simmons he managed to fly 7 different seats at the rapidly growing airline. 

He also managed to add 4 aircraft type ratings including 

Embraer EMB-110, Shorts 360, Nihon YS-11, and 

Aerospatiale ATR-42. Simmons was a well-run 

company that paid well for the era. 

In the summer of 1987, he joined American Airlines. 

His first base was in Chicago flying sideways as Flight 

Engineer on the venerable Boeing 727. After checking 

out as a 727 First Officer he changed bases to Miami 

and moved to the Florida Keys. While flying for 

American, he did many transcontinental trips in the 

Boeing 757 and 767 often flying flights that originated 

in Miami and crisscrossed the country to Seattle, San 

Francisco and Los Angeles. He remembers having some 

interesting guests aboard including Hulk Hogan and 

several professional athletes. After 20 years of flying 

only Boeing commercial jets, he took early retirement 

from American in 2007.   
Al getting his AA pilot wings as new 727 FE

So how did the warbird thing happen for Al?  A few years after he retired from the airline, a buddy invited him to 

see the Collings Foundation aircraft in Marathon FL. At the event, Al started inquiring with others, “What do you 

need to do to fly one of these planes?”  Some of his AA friends in the warbird community hooked him up with a 

North American B-25H based in Deland, FL. While the B-25 “Barbie III” was grounded at Opa Locka FL due to 

an engine issue Al put in volunteer time helping with the an engine change and earned an opportunity to fly the 

B-25.  This relationship lasted through one summer tour season and on into the fall before financial issues shut 

down the operation. 

As a member the Florida Wing of the CAF Al met Al 

Benzing while FIFI was on a Deland, FL tour stop.  This 

led to a connection with Rick Garvis which got Al to 

come to Ft. Worth for winter maintenance on FIFI and 

Lil. He was unfortunately not able to make it to B-29 

Ground School in early 2014 but attended B-24 Ground 

School that April.  

From April-May, 2015, Al was flight crew on 

Diamond Lil for a tour.  He then made it to B-29 

Ground School and became qualified to fly right 

seat on FIFI. 

B-25H Mitchell Barbie III currently based at the 

Cavanaugh Flight Museum in Addison, TX.
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Al is now in the rotation for 

flight crews on FIFI and Lil.  

He has a lot of favorite stops 

but one he remembers fondly is 

his first tour stop with the B-29 

in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.  It was 

Fall and much cooler weather 

than back home in Florida. The 

cockpit tour lines were long, 

crowds huge and ride flights 

plentiful.  Indiana National 

Guard A-10s were making 

passes all weekend and he saw 

an old friend, a tired well-worn 

Falcon 20 freighter taxi onto 

our ramp.  

Al also flies other Squadron aircraft 

including the Stearman and is a T-34 

aircraft sponsor.  His girlfriend Marcia 

has helped at the ride desk and his 23-

year old son Matt, who just received his 

commercial pilot’s license, joined him 

at a few tour stops over the last year.

Al at the controls of the T-34

Al, Marcia and FIFI
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Special Feature

Rosie the Riveter 

@Wings Over Dallas
By Lisa Foster

Our first CAF airshow at Dallas Executive Airport was spectacular!  

From the busy kid’s day on Friday to the great turnout we had on 

Sunday, it was an action-packed weekend.  Families with kids of all 

ages came by “Rosie’s Corner” in the Education Hangar to learn how 

we Rosie’s built the planes of the 1940s.  My assistants and I also had 

an opportunity to share the story of the Women Air Force Service Pilots 

who flew the freshly-built planes from the manufacturing plants to 120 

bases scattered across the country.  There men would take the planes to 

their final destinations often in harm’s way.

Seeing the kids and adult’s faces as we riveted and bucked an aileron of 

a plane was priceless!  Thank you so much to Steve Rabroker, Steve 

Templeton, Jeff Ferraro Nancy Lux, Konley Kelley and Dan Bertoncini 

from SpeedPro Imaging in Richardson for all your help to make 

“Rosie’s Corner” a real success!!!  

It’s always emotional 

when you meet someone 

who was a real Rosie the 

Riveter.  What an honor 

it was to speak with 

Mary Powers.  Mary, age 

92, built P-51s at the 

North American plant in 

Grand Prairie, Texas .  

As I heard her interview center stage at Wings Over Dallas on 

Saturday, her excitement for the P-51 was contagious.  As a P-51 

passed in front of her she screamed with glee, “A P-51!  I built 

those!”  Later that day, I had the pleasure of speaking with her,  

her daughter and granddaughter.  They commented how she never 

really talked about her time as a Rosie the Riveter until she was 

approached by the CAF to attend the Wings Over Dallas event.  

They remarked that they’d never seen her so happy!!!!  

Thank you Mary Powers for your service and paving the way for 

women of future generations!

***See if you can spot Rosie and Mary in the Wings Over Dallas 

recap video by SkyGate Studios 
https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAF/videos/10154640685852510/

Photo by Leah Block

Photo by Konley Kelley

https://www.facebook.com/CommemorativeAF/videos/10154640685852510/
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Special Feature

Aug-Oct 2016 

Touring with FIFI
By Max Rawlings

True to form, Tom Travis with co-pilot Al Herum took us on a gorgeous flight from Grand Junction to Las Vegas.  

We flew past the mesas of Colorado National Monument, then to Utah and Arches National Monument and the 

Green river, then over Lake Powell and the Glen Canyon Dam.  The beauty continued as we flew over the Grand 

Canyon, Lake Mead and the Hoover Dam into Las Vegas.

The maximum depth of Lake Mead is 498 feet and can store 28.5 

million acre-feet of water or nearly two years of the Colorado River’s 

average annual flow.  The lake meets the domestic water needs of more 

than 20 million people.  The height of the dam is 726.4 feet and is 45 

feet thick at the top and 660 feet thick at the bottom.  It took 3.25 

million cubic yards or 6,600,000 tons of concrete.  The concrete is still 

“curing” and the estimated life span is 2,000 years.  The concrete gravity 

arch design is not anchored to the canyon walls but merely floats in 

keyways cut into each canyon wall.

Flying over Lake Mead we passed a fellow B-29 somewhere in the lake.  

The crew of that B-29 chose to ditch in the lake instead of the desert and 

only about 200 yards away from shore with all crew surviving.  The 

plane was originally about 260 feet down, but with the lake level getting 

lower, she is now within reach of specialty scuba divers who came for a 

cockpit tour while in Las Vegas.  The plane is resting on a slightly 

downward slope and the tail is broken and twisted but still connected on 

a slightly higher ledge.  The nose of the plane is smashed back to the 

bombardier seat with most of the damage on the right side.  I do not 

know if the damage came from the water landing or from the plane 

settling in its current position.  The fabric surfaces have eroded down to 

the ribs and one engine is missing, but the plane is easily recognizable.  

The B-29 is now a National Historic Site, so souvenirs are not allowed 

and divers are asked to take special care to not disturb the site.

The crew was treated to great hospitality in Modesto, CA with Glenn and Mary Mount showcasing their large unit 

of volunteers and their ability to really serve up a feast.  I saw Rocky Smith the following week, and his belly was 

sufficient evidence that the crew had been treated well in Modesto.

Sacramento was a unique stop with FIFI doing cockpit tours early in the week leading up to ride flights on each 

morning of a two day Airshow.  There was a lot of cleaning to do on the plane with some of the bug smears on the 

nose and wing leading edge extending up to 4 inches.   I thought our pilots knew how to fly around those individual 

bugs.  The Blue Angels were the featured act for the airshow and they had a rare cancellation of their performance 

on Saturday with a case of food poisoning.  Naturally, because California is in a drought, it rained while we were 

there.  The Airshow had a tow vehicle that was a V8 with dual carbs and a blower that looked really cool attached

Glen Canyon Dam

Lake Powell
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to FIFI.  The SuperTug moved FIFI fine until we put gas on her for the transition flight and then the SuperTug 

needed some added weight to give the rear wheels traction to move the SuperFortress.  As we were getting ready 

to leave on Monday, other display planes were also moving out.  It was neat to watch the U-2 taxi in front of us 

and as we watched in awe, they stopped and took pictures of us, although I hope their cameras were in focus since 

we were only a few feet away.  The U-2 takeoff seemed like a 45% climb after using only a small part of the 

runway with their huge wings.

The flight from Sacramento to Prescott was the beginning of the names tour.  The first was the athletic names 

with Wilson, Russell and Rawlings on board.  Then came the S&W tour with Stu Watkins and Scott Wilson.  Then 

our pilots were the two Al’s with Al Benzing and Al Herum and finally the Triple D’s with Donnie Obreiter, 

Davey Obreiter and Diane Meyers.  The winners of the roommate competition are Jerry Palmer who had 8 

roommates on tour in just a few weeks and Stu Watkins and Gary Price rooming together for three weeks.

The stop in Prescott was beautiful with Sedona, Arizona 

within driving distance on our day off.  We were the only 

warbird in town but the airport was a buzz of activity 

with Embry-Riddle flying helicopters and fixed wing all 

day long.  Glenn and Mary really know how to make tour 

stops enjoyable.  They think up places to go for dinner 

each night and they let you relax as long as the work gets 

done.  Jacques Robatille is the winner of the restaurant 

search contest as each night in Grand Junction he did a 

fine job.  Our ride flight was delayed on Saturday 

morning when the pilots made the decision to taxi back in 

when the storm to the south was tracking towards us with 

lightning.  We closed up the plane and then huddled 

inside the FBO like a bunch of wet cats waiting for the 

storm to pass.  We picked up a couple of new members in Prescott with Scott a heavy machinery operator working 

with Donnie on some oil cooler leaks and Jeremy Ott  a 

former EOD Specialist buying a ride and helping out 

where he could.

Our final stop was in Lubbock where we were once again 

the only game in town until Saturday when Gena 

Linebarger and the High Sky Wing showed up with six of 

their beautiful planes and sold rides along with Fifi.  Once 

again, we were hit with a storm that really poured down 

and had we had to cancel the last couple of hours due to 

lightning on Thursday.  Brad Pilgrim joined us on tour, and 

he said that the area had drought-like conditions just two 

years earlier but the Lubbock area was green and beautiful. 

Our gate and rides were competing with the Texas Tech Red Raiders but we did okay.  Our hotel was interesting 

with most of the crew having to be moved to different rooms after the initial check-in.  The initial room I was given 

had a large blood-like stain in the carpet but at least they had removed the body outline tape before we checked in.  

My roommate did a fine job cleaning both the stained room and our replacement room.  The front desk was reluctant 

to give us new rooms because they were going to be completely full with the weekend Tech game but the crowds 

never showed up, and we practically had the place to ourselves and all of the other hotels in the area were booked 

solid because of the game.

It was good to be on tour and meet new crew members and see this beautiful country.  You all should try it next year.

Grand Junction, CO
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PHOTO ALBUM

Former Squadron Flight Ops Officer, David Oliver 

(left) flew 11 engines (136 cylinders) in one day at 

NOLA…a B-29, B-17, C-45 and T-6. When's the last 

time you did that?

Gerald Oliver

Gerald Oliver

Gerald Oliver

Gerald Oliver

Toni Rabroker
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WANTED
Your best pics of 2016

Photo by Lois Garcia

Spirit of St. Louis Airport, September, 2015

Do you have a spectacular picture taken this year that captures the mission of the CAF 

B-29/B-24 Squadron?  We’ll run a photo album of the best pictures of 2016 in the 

December issue.  Please limit your submissions to 1-2 pictures.  The Editor will select 

his favorite of the year.

Send pics to Flyer Editor

konartist@verizon.net

Deadline for submission:  12/14/16 

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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For the January, 2017 issue of The Flyer –

Submit a picture of an American flag that has meaning for you.

Please send your picture holding the flag or with the flag alone and in 

clear view.  We’ll build a collage picture of the flags.  Send a caption 

for your flag picture in 2-3 sentences (your name, family/friend 

serviceman/woman, military service).

Pictured to the right is Ken Kovar holding the flag and dogtags of his 

father, Corporal Henry Kovar, who served in the Pacific in WWII.  

Please use this as an example of how to pose with your flag or pose 

your flag picture.

We are looking forward to your pictures and stories.  

Submit to Flyer Editor konartist@Verizon.net

Deadline:  January 7, 2017

Flag of the USS Arizona on display at Wings Over Dallas, October 2016 Photo by Greg Pitoniak

mailto:konartist@Verizon.net
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

The flyer WANTS YOU!

Making 

models at 

Wings 

Over 

Dallas

I appreciate the modelers of the IPMS North Central Texas, the oldest 

modeling club in the US, for coming out to support Wings Over Dallas.  

The modelers along with my good CAF friend, Ken Kovar, worked 

with hundreds of kids on quick take-home modeling projects.  Many of 

the kits were donated by the IPMS club and our own Rocky and Alma 

Smith’s Px.  And, my experiment worked.  With the Pearl Harbor-

theme of the show, I brought a USS Arizona kit for which I’d lost the 

instruction sheet.  Who needs instructions?!!!   The kids enjoyed 

squeezing glue, snipping parts and making their own unique battleship.

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

