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B-29/B-24 Squadron
Officer & Staff Listing

Position Name Telephone E-mail

Squadron Leader Neils Agather 817-946-9950 vnagather@agathertx.com

Executive Officer Tom Travis 972-241-8102 TomTravis@aol.com

Adjutant & Personnel 
Officer

Debbie Travis King 469-688-1709 Squadadjutant@gmail.com

Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800 rgarvis@cafhq.org

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357 goliver@behringerharvard.com

Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter 580-471-3048 obreiter@cableone.net

Operations Officer & B-29 
Tour Coordinator

David Oliver 630-853-9624 B29ops@gmail.com

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 432-413-4100 kmpardon@yahoo.com

Ride Captain Jon Oliver 312-925-6184 jake8350@gmail.com

Safety & Training Officer

B-29 Scheduling Officer

John Flynn 717-632-4497 jnaflynn@embarqmail.com

B-24 Go Team Leader Allen Benzing 214-707-2726 albenzing@gmail.com

B-24 Scheduling Officer Jim Neill 214-762-5891 jakat2@verizon.net

Facility Manager Jim Neill 214-762-5891 jakat2@verizon.net

Appearance Captain Henry Bordelon 972-406-0644 pixiee@sbcglobal.net

Docent Emeritus Jack Bradshaw 214-987-1963 jackbradshaw@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster Rick Greer rgreer4@gmail.com

The Flyer Editor Konley Kelley 214-995-5184 konartist@verizon.net
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In this Issue:
• Spring 2014 AirPower History Tour Schedule
• Officer Reports 
• Diamond LilB-24 Go Team Report
• B-24 Ground School Agenda
• “Keep Diamond LilFlying” Fundraiser & Website
• Member News
• 2014 Squadron Meeting Schedule
• Florida tour pics
• Special Feature:  “Vintage Flying Museum”
• Special Feature:  “Greatest Aircraft Mechanic on Earth”
• Editor’s Corner
• Squadron Contact Information

Special Feature:
“Vintage Flying Museum”

Photos by Al Benzing
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2014 Florida
Orlando, FL Mar 20-23 B-29 + other aircraft
Deland, FL Mar 25-26 B-29 + other aircraft
Jacksonville, FL Mar 27-30 B-29 + other aircraft
Valdosta, GA Mar 31-Apr 2 B-29 + other aircraft
Pensacola, FL Apr 3-6 B-29 + other aircraft

Summer Tour A
Prescott, AZ May 14-18 B-29 + other aircraft
Lancaster, CA May 19-21 B-29 + other aircraft
Bakersfield, CA May 22-25 B-29 + other aircraft
Santa Maria, CA May 27-28 B-29 + other aircraft
Salinas, CA May 29-June 1 B-29 + other aircraft
Napa, CA June 2-4 B-29 + other aircraft
Sacramento, CA June 5-8 B-29 + other aircraft
Coos Bay, OR June 10-11 B-29 + other aircraft
TBD June 12-15 B-29 + other aircraft
Boeing Field June 16-18 B-29 + other aircraft
Paine Field June 19-22 B-29 + other aircraft

Maintenance Break June 23-July 6
Summer Tour B June 23-July 6
Fall Tour Sep 19-Oct 1
AirPower EXPO Oct 3-5
CAF AirSho Oct 10-12

Check   www.AirPowerTour.org for tour updates and news on other aircraft joining FIFI andLil.
*Schedule subject to change.
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Squadron Report
By now, you have heard no doubt our Squadron has moved 
to a new temporary home. In the simplest of terms, because 
of restrictions from the Addison Fire Marshall, Museum 
visitors could no longer go to see our aircraft. At about the 
same time, Jim Cavanaugh badly need the space. It seemed 
logical to Jim and Doug Jeanes to release us from our 
commitment to stay at the Museum. 

Luckily, Chuckie Hospers of the Vintage Flying Museum at
Meacham Airport in Fort Worth was able to take us in. It is close enough that this presented only a 
small disruption to our operation.

Diamond Lil is now at the Vintage Flying Museum undergoing her annual inspection in preparation 
for going out on tour. Rick needs help, so please call him and volunteer. Our tour planners have a 
good number of exciting stops planned for Lil including Reading and Oshkosh. Please be sure to 
sign up. FIFI is in Florida tearing it up. We are getting good media coverage and the crowds at 
nearly every stop are large and excited to see her. Soon she will be at the Vintage Flying Museum 
side by side withLil for an interim inspection before heading to the Northwest for Summer Tour A. 
As always, volunteers are needed to do her inspection and help with the tour. FIFI has not been to 
the Northwest in many years (possibly 15-20 years). I am sure she will be very well received.

See you on the road,

Neils Agather
Squadron Leader
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Executive Officer
Report

Tom Travis
Executive Officer

Debbie Travis King and Tom Travis aboard Diamond Lil Photo by Raymond Jeffcoat

Congratulations to Steve Zimmerman, our newest PIC on 
FIFI!

Steve passed his rating ride this week and will be spending 
time on tour this spring and summer as his airline schedule 
permits. 

The spring tour is going well down in sunny Florida. Well, maybe I should say mostly sunny. 
Although we had a couple of days of rain, at least it’s warmer than most of the country. Crowds 
were exceptional in Leesburg, Sarasota and Naples last week and, thanks to our volunteers, things 
ran smoothly.

When FIFI comes home in early April it will be to our new home at the Vintage Flying Museum at 
Meacham Field in Fort Worth – KFTW. Diamond Lilis already there. 

Speaking of Diamond Lil,the annual ground school will be held on Saturday April 12 at the 
Vintage Flying Museum.
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Maintenance 
Report

Maintenance 
Report

Things are getting somewhat settled in our new home.  
Aside from the move and all the recovery that still needs to 
be done Lil’s annual maintenance inspection is in full swing.  
Needless to say, things are busy (as usual).  Anybody that 
can help in any way with the hangar and/or B-24 is sure 
invited and very welcome to help! And, what I mean by 
invited and welcome is that we need help at the hangar.  

FIFI is moving along fine thru Florida.  I definitely need to thank Shad for his extra help keeping 
her going.  I know that wasn’t part of the deal when you signed up, but you sure answered the call.  
I also want to send out extra appreciation to Chris Trobridge and Mark Russell for their help 
recovering Diamond Lilin Midland and getting her ready for the trip home.  Finally, B-24 Ground 
School is right around the corner; I’m looking forward to seeing everybody there!

Thanks!

Don Obrieter
Maintenance Officer

L-R:  John (Mark’s friend), Mark Russell, Chris Trobridge Lil in her new home.
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Flight Operations 
Report

Flight Operations
I am happy to report that FIFI and crew are doing well on the 
Florida Tour. As usual during the first months of each year, 
warbird pilots and crew are awoken from their winter slumber and 
again thrust back into the crew seats of these famous warbirds. I 
am happy to report the rust is knocked off and we are on our way
to another great season for aircraft and crew. Much training has 
happened on the reposition flights for all crew members. This has 
proven to be a very successful way to train for the squadron.

Ground School 2014
I am amazed every year at the response and improvements we have been making to our ground school 
events. The B-29 Ground School had a record number of attendees and I expect the same turnout for our 
B-24 Diamond Lil. Please save the date of April 12th for the B-24 Ground School. You can register 
online for the event by at  https://www.formstack.com/forms/caf-b24ground_school_reservations__2014 . I am very 
much looking forward to another great training event. 

New B-29 Aircraft Commander
For the past three years we have continually been in training and bench building mode to recruit and train 
new crew members. I am happy to announce that Steve Zimmerman successfully passed his B-29 check 
ride. If you see Steve please give him a big congratulations. He did an outstanding job. I am also happy 
to report that we now have eight B-29 Aircraft Commanders who are active with the squadron. I think that 
is a wonderful testament to the outstanding job of our instructor pilots and flight crews. Great Work!

Summer Tour 2014
If I’m not out on the road flying FIFI I am busy in the office planning the next tour. I am happy to report 
that the B-24 tour is set and available to view online. I am also happy to report that the B-29 schedule is 
close to nearing completion and should be available 
by the time this newsletter gets to your inbox. FIFI
is on her way to the Pacific Northwest and Diamond 
Lil is working the Midwest on her way to Oshkosh. 

Keep checking the website   www.airpowertour.org
for the latest schedules. 

See you all on tour,

David Oliver
Flight Operations Officer
630-853-9624 (cell)

Photo by Anthony Crowe
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Training & Safety 
Report

John Flynn
Safety Officer

REMEMBER, IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

Our AirPower History Tour is going well in Florida and 
our crew and aircraft are operating safely. As I write this, 
they are enjoying the good warm weather in Fort Meyers.

Our B-24 ground school will be over the April 12-13 
weekend at our new location at Meacham Field in Fort 
Worth. We all need to keep safety first and foremost in all 
that we do during this weekend of training. Many of our 
squadron members could be exposed to potential hazards 
in the "hands-on" portion of the training as they go over 
their aircrew tasks.  

Potential hazards include: 
- Operating and adjusting the Pogo
- Installing and removing the tow bar
- Handling wheel chocks.
- Low clearances inside the aircraft.
- Climbing on top of the aircraft fuselage and wings.

Let’s have a safe B-24 ground school
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PIO Report
Five stops down. . .only six to go. FIFI and the AirPower Tour 
airplanes are in Lakeland today and I just heard from our tour 
leader the line for cockpit tours is long. That's always good news. 
The press has been good to us in Florida. We have had great 
advance coverage at most of the stops and reporters have been 
showing up at each airport to cover our arrival. There are two 
news stories from the Florida tour I think are interesting. You will 
find the links on the media page of the AirPower Tour website. 
Here's a link: 

http://www.airpowersquadron.org/#!media/c153t

In the meantime, Kevin McNulty with NetWeave Social Networking is doing a great job keeping 
news about the tour up to date on Facebook and Twitter. If you haven't visited our Facebook page 
in a while, here's a link  www.facebook.com/B29B24SquadronYou don't have to be a Facebook
user to see our Facebook page.

Special thanks to Sarah Wilson who is out traveling with us with her Stearman Junior Speedmail. 
She is keeping Kevin supplied with photos and video. I will be joining the tour on Wednesday and 
will be able to help out with that through the Jacksonville stop. Please, any of you who have 
something you think is newsworthy (on tour or at home), email or text me a photo and short 
description. Kevin will put it up at exactly the right time to maximize the exposure. We would 
love to have more news aboutDiamond Lil, so send us some photos!

Kevin has also breathed new life into our YouTube channel. You can subscribe 
here  http://www.youtube.com/user/B29B24SquadronAlso, the link to ourIf These Planes 
Could Talkvideo (which is still just a work in progress) didn't work in my last report. Here it is 
again for those of you who haven't seen it   http://youtu.be/plV6Ax52rBY

As I begin to wrap up the Florida tour my attention moves to promoting the California and 
Northwest U.S. stops AND the first half ofDiamond Lil'ssummer adventures as she journeys to 
Reading, Hamilton, Akron, Muncie and Dayton.

Lots to do.

Kim Pardon
PIO
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Financial Report
Each year in early March, representatives from our national 
headquarters come to Dallas and perform an audit of our finances.  I 
am happy to report the Squadron passed with flying colors.  Last
year it was so thorough they brought along outside auditors.    

The audited financial statement for 2013 is shown below.    You will 
note total Squadron revenue in 2013 was $1,893,961.   Revenue is up 
$248,704 (15%) over 2012 and up $842,741 over 2011.  

Expenses for 2013 totaled $1,792,253.    The expenses were up 
$346,500 (24%) over 2012.   Most of the increases in expenses were 
for special projects including the nose repair to the B-24, and the
B-29 engine repair.   The largest expense for 2013 was for fuel in the amount of $423,570.  We spent 
$205,689 on travel expenses, and $182,255 on advertising.    We also increased our staff from 3 to 4.5 
employees.   

The net gain for 2013 was $101,708.  This is down from $199,504 for 2012.  As you can see, even when 
we are successful in generating revenues for our Squadron, the expenses of keeping these planes flying is 
staggering.  

Of note in 2013 is the fact that the Squadron sold rides on other aircraft.  Total sales for these aircraft 
totaled $456,105.  This allows our Squadron to earn a commission on the sale of these plane rides of 
approximately 10%.  The advertising budget we spend is a major factor in allowing us to sell rides on our 
own and other’s aircrafts.  The 2013 Ride Sales Summary is on the following page.  

I’m glad to report our Florida Tour 2014 is off to a great start. Gate receipts are running way ahead of our 
FL stops from 2012.    Ride sales have been strong.  The team is doing a great job and continually striving 
to improve our numbers and provide a great experience for our customers. 

Cindy Kirby has joined the staff as a part time bookkeeper.   She is doing a great job and has been a big 
help in keeping our bills paid and all our books straight and correct.  Mary Roz Torcoletti is a CPA and is 
very helpful to us in technical assistance and accounting work. Debbie King assists with bill approvals.    
Jon Oliver and the Tour Leaders work in the field by recording their tour receipts and expenses on a daily 
basis.   There’s no way I could do this job without the help and support of these great people.   Thank 
you…

As always, if you have any questions please 
ask.  The best way to reach me is by email at 
gerald.oliver@yahoo.com.   

Gerald Oliver
Finance Officer

David Oliver being 
interviewed by a Tampa TV 
station in front of the 
Bucket. The next day a 
couple showed up and said 
they came because they saw 
it on TV. Kim Pardon does 
a wonderful and important 
job of tracking down and 
convincing local media to 
cover our tour stops. 



12



13

B-24 Go Team Report
On February 27th we flew Lil from Midland to the Vintage Flying Museum at Ft Worth Meacham where 
she will undergo winter maintenance.  

B-24 Ground School will be at Ft Worth Meacham Vintage Flying Museum
Saturday – April 12th, 2014 (one day only)  8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Click here    https://www.formstack.com/forms/caf-b24ground_school_reservations__2014

This year we are concerned that space may be limited, so preference will be given to those who are 
currently B-24 crewmembers or likely to checkout in 2014. This also applies to aircraft hands-on 
training. However, we would encourage new Squadron members who have not attended B-29 Ground 
School to Sign Up for the B-24 Ground School.  This will provide those who have not attended the 
opportunity to meet new members and see how we operate and tour.

An updated version of the B-24 Flight Manualand Loadmaster Training Manualare available for 
download. The Squadron website is:www.cafb29b24.org Members Only 
section.Password: superfortress Look for "Click Here for Squadron Documents", then "Squadron 
Manuals" and "B-24 Manuals".

For those traveling to Ft Worth for the Ground School, here are several hotels about 3 miles east of 
Meacham that are convenient with reasonable rates:

The Quality Inn at Meacham Blvd and I-35W is $60 + Tax: 10 Rooms with 2 Queen Beds are available for 
April 11 & 12. Ask for the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron Rate.  Phone is (817) 740-1099

La Quinta, Super 8, Holiday Inn, Radisson and Hilton Garden Inn are also in this area. Hotel.com
or other travel sites may have rates for these properties.

Moving takes time away from normal activities, so Rick could really use some volunteer help with 
Lil . Rick can get you started on any number of projects that will help getLil out on schedule. THANKS to 
Jim Neill and other volunteers who have already been putting in long hours.

The calendar on   www.AirPowerTour.org is your 
source summer tour information.

Thanks to all who work to Keep' m Flying.

Al Benzing
B-24 Go Team Leader
albenzing@gmail.com

Photo by Scott Slocum
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Photo by Scott Slocum

Hangar Party at Joe T. Garcia's Restaurant 6:30 p.m.
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www.KeepDiamondLILFlying.org.
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron PX

Find us on

Member News
March, 2014

http://www.b29b24px.org/

The CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron welcomes 
these new members in March, 2014

Membership Info
If you have any membership 
questions, please feel free to 
contact me at
squadadjutant@gmail.com
Dues and new member 
applications 
can be mailed to: 

Debbie King
13562 Braemar Drive
Dallas, Texas 75234
B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant
469-688-1709 Squadron adjutant, Debbie King

Blaine Shoquist of Hurst, Texas
Todd Erskine of Russellville, Arkansas
Doyle Hensley of Alvin, Texas

For Squadron gear and 
merchandise, don’t forget 
to visit the Px!Congrats to

new B-29 PIC  
Steve Zimmerman
Steve getting his 
final check-ride 
with B-29 Flight 
Instructor, David 
Oliver on 3/11.

Happy                 
St. Patrick’s 
Day

Here is Squadron member, Col. Stu 
Watkins about to launch in the front 
seat of the Stearman. Col. Watkins is a 
real life Army Colonel and a recipient 
of the Silver Star. 
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2014 Squadron
Schedule

70 years ago this June there was another invasion which, in addition to the D-day 
invasion of Europe, was of considerable importance.It was the invasion of Saipan in 
June of 1944, then shortly thereafter, the invasion of Tinian. These military campaigns 
led to America’s ability to launch B-29 strikes to Japan.

There are two tour companies offering tours that coincide with the 70th 
anniversary. “Valor Tours” www.valortours.com and “Military History Tours”
www.miltours.com Click on the Asian-Pacific tours for information on their 
tours. Both tours will run at the same time and will participate in the same 
events. This is a big deal with the islands of Saipan and Tinian as they feel this may be 
the last time some of the vets are able to travel there.  They have a lot planned. Last 
year, I went with Valor tours and had a great time, but I understand Military History 
Tours are equal to the task and share the same hotels and events with Valor. I hope 
some of you will consider make the trip.   Dan 

Special Message from Squadron Member, Dan Owens

Dan and his daughter, Melissa, 
on Runway Able, Tinian
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Florida tour pics from 
Leesburg
Sarasota
Naples 

Ft. Meyers

Sarah Wilson

Sarah Wilson

Al Benzing

Greg Pitoniak

Greg Pitoniak

Rick Garvis
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Feature Story
Vintage Flying Museum

by Konley Kelley 

Joe Smith, a volunteer for 11 years with the 
Vintage Flying Museum (VFM) at Meacham 
Field in Fort Worth warmly welcomed us on 
Saturday morning.   Several members of our 
Squadron and Lisa Foster, our local “Rosie the 
Riveter” reenactor, were visiting the new home 
of the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron at VFM.

ago, Neils called Chuckie about locating our Squadron at the CFM because the Cavanaugh Flight 
Museum hangar in Addison was no longer available.    Chuckie’s next  call was to Bill.  “Bill, are 
you sitting down?” she asked.  She explained FIFI was coming back to the VFM for a longer stay.  

FIFI spent time on display at the VFM a few summers ago.   The hangar at the VFM has the 
distinction of being a true B-29 hangar.   It was built in San Antonio in the 1950’s and housed 
Superfortresses.  The hangar was later disassembled and reconstructed at Meacham and used as an 
FBO under several different owners.  

I had called ahead to meet with Chuckie Hospers, 
Director of the VFM.  Along with some very 
interesting and historic aircraft on display in the 
hangar, tucked away in the back is our very own B-
24A Diamond Lil.  She has returned from a few 
months in Midland and winter maintenance is well 
underway.  

I sat down with Chuckie and Bill Gorin, Crew 
Chief and Maintenance Officer.  Several weeks

Chuckie and her husband, William “Doc”
Hospers acquired the hangar in 1990.    Doc 
had a new home for Chuckiea B-17G he 
bought in 1979.  When he bought her, she was 
in pretty sad shape after years of hauling 
vegetables and spraying for insects in 
Alabama. Doc named the Flying Fortress, 
Chuckie,after his wife and, with the help of 
many dedicated folks, kept Chuckieflying



and lovingly restored her back to her WW2 looks in the 486th BG. Doc and Chuckie brought the 
hangar up to code, established a non-profit and turned it into a flight museum.  It also became the 
home of several rare aircraft pictured in this feature.  Some of the aircraft are owned or on loan to 
the VFM.  Others are privately owned or maintained by warbird groups.  

The CAF Invader Squadron calls the VFM its home.  I 
met with Steve Winchester, Adjutant for the Squadron 
and CAF member since 1977.  He said the Invader 
Squadron was formed in 2009 to restore an A-26 Douglas 
Invader.  The Squadron numbers over 75 members who 
volunteer to maintain and tour with the aircraft.  

The Invader is painted black and will soon have yellow 
trim.  It was the fastest twin engine bomber of WWII and 
saw action in Korea and Vietnam.  This warbird
commemorates the service of Capt. John Walmsely, Jr. an 
A-26 pilot who was KIA and posthumously awarded the 
Medal-of-Honor in Korea.  The CAF Invader Squadron 
meets the first Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
VFM.  Their website is   www.invadersquadron.organd 
they are on Facebook.

I watched Chuckie and Bill work with cut-outs of aircraft 
and a diagram of the hangar.  It is huge hangar but fitting 
our two bombers and other Squadron aircraft inside will
take some careful planning.  One of their volunteers is 
also building a 3D model of the hangar and aircraft.

Aircraft on display:  C-47 Sky Train, A-26B Invader, F-86 Sabre, B-26K Counter Invader, AT-6D Texan, L-3B Defender, JRB-6 Expeditor, 
Twin Beech, Morrissey 2000, P-136 Royal Gull, PT-22 Recruit, PT-17 Kaydet, L-5 Sentinel, CT-133 Silver Star

Photo courtesy of Invader Squadron website.



FIFI andLil will not have to vie for space with the        
B-17G.  Doc passed away in March, 2010.  Chuckie had 
to make the difficult decision to sell the B-17G.  The    
B-17G is now located at the Tillamook Air Museum in 
Tillamook, OR.  

Today Chuckie devotes her time to running the VFM.  It 
has a splendid museum and artifacts and historical 
memorabilia adorn much of the hangar.  Education 
programs on-site include “Take Flight Days” teaching 
youth the history and physics of aviation.  

Each October, the VFM hosts a hangar dance.  This year 
will mark the 24th offering of this annual gala.  As many 
as 1,000 people are drawn to this popular, fun-filled 
event.  Entertainment includes a big band, singers and 
swing dancers of all ages.  The hangar is also besieged 
by reenactors and military vehicles of all kinds.

Chuckie, Bill and the VFM team are thrilled the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron will be calling their 
hangar home for at least a few years until a new permanent location for our Squadron is 
determined.   They are looking forward to meeting many more of us at B-24 Ground School on 
April 12 and we are always welcome to come to the hangar at no charge to any CAF member.  
Their website is   www.vintageflyingmuseum.orgThe museum is open Fridays 9-5p, Saturdays 
10-5p and Sundays 12-5p.   Also check with our Crew Chief, Rick Garvis, on maintenance 
schedules for Lil .   Volunteers have organized car pools for the trip to Meacham. Rick can hook 
you up with a crew headed to the VFM.

Mike Tofla, Brian Gorin, Jimmy Hocker, Bill Gorin, Chuckie Hospers and Sammie the Hangar Cat.



Feature Story
“Greatest Aircraft Mechanic on Earth”

by Konley Kelley 

While preparing for the recent B-24 presentation at 
Richland College, I heard CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron 
member, James West had a unique history with 
Diamond Lil.  I e-mailed James and learned his 
grandfather J.T. Frizzell, worked on Diamond Lil
after her accident in 1941.   Yep, James’ grandfather 
was working at the Consolidated plant in San Diego 
where Lil was built and did repair work on Lil…that 
was wild.  I wanted to learn more and do a feature 
for the newsletter so I followed up with James.

When the U.S. entered the war, J.T. enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps and was based in Corsica as a waist 
gunner on a B-17.  Flying at high altitudes and the 
smell of gunpowder led to frequent airsickness so he 
was reassigned to maintenance on B-25s based in 
Italy.  He also was personally charged with the care of 
a high-ranking officer’s transport (a Cessna).  
When the war ended, J.T. rejoined Audrey in Star City 
and started a crop dusting business, Frizzell Air 
Service.  The business has been passed down through

James West and his grandfather, J.T. Frizzell

James told me J.T. and grandmother, Audrey, were married in 1941
in Star City, AR.  Looking for a better life in the pre-war economy, 
the young couple moved to a new home in San Diego and took jobs 
at the Consolidated plant.   This plant was an early manufacturer of 
the new B-24 Liberator as well as the PBY Catalina.

A gifted mechanic, J.T. was classified as a “Subassembler II” and 
inspected the work completed on B-24s during assembly and fixed 
problems with the airframes.   Audrey stitched fabric for the 
control surfaces of aircraft.

About the time J.T. was hired, Diamond Lil(B-24A Liberator 
N24927) was already back at the plant after her accident.   J.T. did 
sheet metal patchwork on Lil’s damaged fuselage.

Audrey and her sister in San Diego

J.T. in the war years.



Gary Austin.  Gary was busy restoring Diamond Lilto her current configuration (and subsequently 
had the Ol’927 nose art painted on her as she was called in WWII).   James also began working on 
Ol’927 in his spare time.  He moved back to Arkansas just before the unveiling of the completely 
restored Ol’927.

the generations and only recently closed its doors.  J.T. and 
Audrey had two daughters.   James’ dad married one of the 
daughters and flew crop dusters for his grandfather.  As a 
kid, James thinks he spent more time on his dad’s lap in a 
crop duster than the family car.

James spent his early years learning maintenance on a “barn 
full of crop dusters” and equipment on the family farm.  He 
wanted to fly crop dusters but his parents persuaded him to 
pursue aviation mechanics so he went to school and earned 
his A&P.  Along with regular studies, he was fortunate to 
have one-on-one training on old radial engines in the shop.  
Later, James took a job at Dumas Aviation in Dumas, AR.

While raising his own family, he took a new job at John 
Deere in Lamesa, TX putting him in close proximity to the 
CAF museum in Midland.  He visited the museum and met J.T. and his Super Cub.

He began teaching in the A&P program for Southern Arkansas 
University.  It was at this time he was awarded “Teacher of the 
Year” for his work bringing SAU students to Addison to work on 
the B-24.  James also became a qualified Loadmaster and Flight 
Engineer on the B-24 during her first tour season (his mentor was 
Lynn Fite).  He has approximately 100 hours as FE on Lil .  He had 
also earned his pilot’s license in 1994.

His constant inspiration is his grandfather.  It wasn’t until late in 
the 90’s that James learned his grandfather worked on Diamond Lil
before the war.   His grandfather rarely spoke about the war.  
While touring a flight museum, his grandfather took special 
interest in a cluster bomb on display.  He said to James, “this one 
got me.” James learned his grandfather was wounded by a cluster 
bomb during an attack on his base for which he received a purple
heart.

It all began to connect as James spent more time with this 
grandfather and the memories of attending countless air shows 
with him flooded back.  He remembers his grandfather searching 
for the twin tails of Diamond Lilat many of the air shows (almost 
always CAF events).

James and the SAU students



It was truly an honor for him to invite J.T. to 
Addison in celebration of his 89th birthday.  J.T. 
took a ride in the B-24 with James doing FE duties.  
They also looked the aircraft over for any evidence 
of J.T.’s handy work from way back in San Diego.  
Sadly, J.T. passed away six months later.

Today James has returned to Dumas Aviation.  He 
owns a Cessna 172 and spends a lot of time with his 
9-year old son, J.T. (named after his grandfather) 
flying and working on the plane.  He has painted his 
Cessna in markings for a Vietnam reconnaissance 
aircraft and was proud to win best Vietnam-era 
aircraft in Midland at Airsho last year.

James has learned pictures of he and his 
grandfather with the B-24 may be the last pictures 
taken of J.T. before he passed away.   He will 
never forget his grandfather, J.T. Frizzell, “the 
greatest aircraft mechanic on earth.”

The West family:  Kaila (21), Ann (wife), J.T., James, Colton (17)

J.T. between James and his father, James – also a Squadron member.  

Some of J.T. Frizzell’s medals, honors and decorations.
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  
If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 
the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 
contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 
“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley
THE FLYER editor
konartist@verizon.net

THE FLYER WANTS YOU!

B-24 Presentation 
held at Richland 
College with very 
special guests 

http://issuu.com/lgarvis/docs/theflyer_april2013grey

On February 26, Al Benzing and Konley Kelley 
delivered a presentation on the B-24 Liberator and 
Diamond Lilto participants in the Richland College 
Emeritus Program.  Squadron member Ken Kovar
put together a sharp display of models, books and 
artwork.  We were honored to have WWII veterans 
and CAF members Jack Bradshaw and Robert 
Phillips in attendance.  Jack flew fighters for the 
RAF and US during the war and Robert was a B-24 top turret gunner in the 98th BG.  We’d be glad 
to repeat this presentation for a group or organization. E-mail  konartist@verizon.netfor more info.

Squadron aircraft on film 
Part of the B-24 presentation addressed questions about the 
upcoming film adaptation of Laura Hillenbrand’s best-selling novel 
Unbroken.  A trailer aired during the Winter Olympics and can be 
seen on the film’s website.  How many war movies have featured 

a B-24 Liberator?  Unbroken may be 
one of the first although Lil did have a 
key role in a movie where her sister 
was to appear but had her part cut.  See 
The Flyer from April 2013 for the     
B-29 and FIFI’s history on film.

Preview of the Olympics 
trailer for Unbroken

http://www.unbrokenfilm.com/

Jack Bradshaw, Al Benzing, Ken Kovar, Konley Kelley, Robert Phillips



27

B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Addison Airport

4730 George Haddaway Drive
Addison, Texas 75001
www.cafb29b24.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)
432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

Photo by Rocky Smith


