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B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Rick (FEs)                 

Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Rick (FEs)                 

Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

Squadron Officers:
Squadron Commander Neils Agather 817-946-9950

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant/Membership Coordinator Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Maintenance Officer Phil Pedron 940-453-5324

Safety Officer Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Education Officer Konley Kelley 214-995-5184

Squadron Staff:
Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

Facility Manager TBD TBD

B-24 Team:

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Konley Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jon Oliver 312-925-6184

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory
Position

Its FUN  to Volunteer

www.CAFB29B24.org www.AirPowerTour.org

Email

See below for e-mail addresses

See below for e-mail addresses

vnagather@agathertx.com 

tomtravis@aol.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

pedacft@centurylink.net, 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

albenzing@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

gerald.oliver@yahoo.com

konartist@verizon.net

evue@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

f14_ad@yahoo.com

rabroker@hotmail.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

albenzing@gmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

rgarvis@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

wk.goeken@verizon.net

konartist@verizon.net 

pixiee@sbcglobal.net 

diverock@hotmail.com 

alma@b29b24px.org

rabroker@hotmail.com

aphtwarbirds@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory

Its FUN  to Volunteer

www.AirPowerTour.org
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Squadron Report
I hope everyone has had a joyous holiday season and is 

looking forward to another year of Keeping ‘Em Flying. 

FIFI had a last flight a couple of weeks ago and in that flight 

Mat Pedron passed his engineers test. We are all proud for him 

and happy to have him as a badly needed crew member. Rick 

and his maintenance crews performed a planned engine 

change in the couple of weeks leading up to that last flight. A 

hiccup or two, but all went well. Now she is undergoing 

extensive but normal winter maintenance. 

Ground school for all touring crews will take place over the weekend of 27-29 of April. Please 

mark it on your calendar. Flight training on FIFI will begin that weekend. I know it seems far 

away, but it will be here before you know it. Touring will begin shortly after that. Between now 

and then all of the very extensive preparations for touring will take place. Jon has an exciting year 

being prepared for us.

As I write this, John “Chief” Flynn is going through a hard stretch with his health. Please keep 

him in your thoughts and prayers.

On a more positive note, we will be receiving a $200,000 donation to be used towards FIFI’s paint 

job. That match was part of the 12 Planes of Christmas. 

See you on the road in 2018.

Neils Agather

Squadron Leader
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Flight Operations

Report
On November 9, FIFI flew to Nellis AFB in Las Vegas to celebrate 

Veterans Day. FIFI was on static display during the Veterans Day 

Airshow. It was also the Thunderbirds end-of-the-year show 

closing out their year at the home base. There were about 350,000 

people in attendance for this celebration. It was a great show. 

Winter maintenance has started on FIFI and Diamond Lil. The 

Stearman is lonely sitting in the hanger without it’s two sisters. We 

are still trying to raise enough money to purchase the 3rd engine for 

Diamond Lil and help around the hanger is always appreciated.

Ground school be up coming around April 27 – 29. Flight training 

April 30 – May 4th.

Archie Taylor

Executive Officer

Enroute to Nellis AFB

Fires in northern Arizona

Nellis AFB On display at Nellis AFB

F-22 Raptor over FIFI F-15 Thunderbird

Grand Canyon from B-29
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Maintenance 

Report
Season’s Greetings Everybody!

The maintenance team is pleased to report great progress as we move 

into the holidays and winter maintenance.

B-29:

After FIFI’s planned number two engine change and some initial 

frustration with propeller control issues, the engine was successfully 

test-flown culminating in a successful check ride, administered by John 

Schauer, for our newest licensed Flight Engineer Mat Pedron. 

Congratulations to Mat and all of our Flight Engineers, who all worked 

very hard over the last year to meet the FAA’s new Flight Engineer 

licensing requirements. All systems functioned perfectly on FIFI’s final 

flight of the year, putting her to bed confident we should have few 

issues coming out of winter maintenance. 

Rick, Ben and a great team of volunteers have made great progress with initial cleaning and open up for inspection 

and maintenance.  The rudder has been removed for recovering and moved to Tom Ferraro’s shop. Many thanks to 

Tom for taking on this project “again”. As you may recall, Tom did a great job recovering the rudder for us last 

year. Unfortunately we were plagued throughout the season with tape delamination. The material manufacturer has 

acknowledged a problem with the batch of materials used during the recovery and provided the material for this 

recover at no cost.

While removing the rudder Rick took advantage of the man lift, rented for rudder removal, to complete all 

inspections of the vertical stabilizer.  All starters, generators, and fuel pumps have been removed and routed for 

overhaul.  The removed number two engine has been routed for Top overhaul and inspection. This process of 

rotating engines through inspection and top overhaul insures we will get maximum longevity and reliability. Once 

completed, the team will once again build up our spare QEC assembly.

Thanks to Rick, Ben and a great group of volunteers for getting a great start into winter maintenance.

B-24:

Lil’s overhauled second engine has arrived, the team is getting started with preparations for installation.  Propellers 

are at the prop shop and should be completed soon.

Our engine builder, Anderson Aeromotive has begun work on the third engine. Fund raising continues in high gear 

raising the necessary funds to pay for it upon completion. 

As previously reported, Lil’s interior has received much attention including a herculean cleanup effort and fresh 

coat of epoxy paint. Anybody who has ever tried to prep and paint internal structure of an old airframe understands 

the magnitude of this accomplishment. Thanks to all for the many hours of frustration.

Again thanks to all for the hard work and dedication.

Phil Pedron

Maintenance Officer
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Training & Safety 

Report
As we close the book on another year, I would like to offer 

a special thank you to everyone who made 2017 a safe and 

successful year!

There is a huge amount of activity involved in maintaining 

and touring our aircraft.  To be able to accomplish this in 

the manner in which we did is something you, as a 

Squadron member, can be proud of.  

There is an old proverbial phrase that says, “Hope Springs 

Eternal”…..which loosely translated means “The Feeling 

of Hopefulness Endlessly Renews Itself”.   So, as we move into the long cold days of winter 

maintenance, we should keep this thought in mind.  When we roll those planes out to begin the new 

tour season, we will know that this is going to be our best year yet.  

Have a Safe and Happy New Year!

PS – Keep watching the Flyer and Email Notices for upcoming details on B-29 Ground School.  

And also, remember, if you have any spare time and would like to work on two of the rarest aircraft 

in the world, come on out to Meacham and give Rick and Ben a hand.

Always remember:  “IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE”.

Steve Rabroker

Safety Officer
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Education Report

So how does the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron fit in?  That is 

for us to find out. Our primary goal should be to equip our 

volunteers with tools to talk about our aircraft and WWII 

history in the hangar and on the road.  Al Benzing, Toni 

and Steve Rabroker, Lisa Foster and I have already begun 

working on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 

Math) opportunities around our B-24 Liberator.   I am 

looking forward to hearing from you.  Contact me at 

konartist@verizon.net if you would like to be a part of our 

education team.  Your help, ideas and brainpower would 

be very much appreciated.   Thank you.

Konley Kelley 

Education Officer

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/decades-pushing-bachelors-degrees-u-s-needs-tradespeople

I am excited about my new role as Education Director for the CAF B-

29/B-24 Squadron.  These new positions in each CAF Squadron will help 

us better focus on telling our story to the masses – particularly the 

younger generation.  There is so much potential for this, ranging from the 

mechanical operation of our warbirds to the place they hold in human 

history.  I hope to meet more of my counterparts in the CAF and have 

fortunately known the new EO at DFW Wing, Elaine Webb, for many 

years.  We had a chance to talk recently and are looking for opportunities 

to collaborate.

For those of you who don’t know me, I am from California.  My wife and 

I decided to raise our baby daughter in Texas near her family, bringing me 

to Dallas.  I landed a job at Richland College, a community college in 

North Dallas, in 1997 and have been there ever since.

My job at Richland is a little unconventional for a community college.  I sell corporate training to companies and 

coordinate workforce training grants.  In 2009, Richland opened a workforce training center in Garland, Texas.  It is 

pure workforce education.  We use our facilities for corporate training, reskilling the unemployed and training youth 

(18-24 year olds with economic/social barriers) in occupational skills so they can compete for good jobs. The 

pressure to go straight to college after high school is not always the best or most practical option for all young 

people. There is also a desperate need for workers in trade and service occupations like manufacturing and 

healthcare – jobs with good wages and benefits.  For a good piece on the shift in this education mindset, see link:

A few weeks after Wings Over Dallas, Ross Martin and I took the 12 ft. aircraft carrier zipline to the McKinney 

High School Aviation Academy Fall Expo.   The event culminated in the launch of a student-built aircraft flight 

with the Mayor of McKinney aboard.  The Academy’s 4-year program includes introduction to aviation, flight 

school leading towards a student pilot license and an aerospace engineering program.  In their senior year, students 

are placed in internships in the aviation field for more hands-on and job shadowing experience.  

http://www.mckinneyaviationacademy.org/home.html

RV-12 built by students

Ross in McKinney

mailto:konartist@Verizon.net
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/decades-pushing-bachelors-degrees-u-s-needs-tradespeople
http://www.mckinneyaviationacademy.org/home.html
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Financial Report
Finance Report for December, 2017

The year end financial information will be available in January.   We 

accumulate the final data this month and will publish the numbers in 

the next Flyer.   

I’d like to take a minute and thank a group of people who work hard all 

year.   They don’t get quite as much press and glory as the flight crews, 

but are just as important.   Our Tour Leaders and Ride Desk Captains 

do a great job keeping our tour and airplanes on schedule and on task.   

This past year we were blessed with a great group of people who have 

volunteered for these positions.   They are:

Tour Leaders:

John Flynn

Glenn Mount

Curtis Wester

Phil Pardon

Don Boccaccio

Cheryl Hilvert

Ride Desk Captains:

Mary Mount

Steve Shapiro

Katy Watkins

Sarah Zimmerman

Bud "Doc" Calley

Toni Rabroker

Brenda Sizemore

Pam Pedron

Cheryl Travis

Mary Owens

Our tour could not function without their work and assistance.   Next time you see these folks, please tell them how 

much you appreciate their work.   It will be greatly appreciated.   These leaders are backed up by a host of 

volunteers.  Thank you to all who have done a great job in 2017.  

There is one person who works behind the scenes, but continues to deliver outstanding service to the Squadron.   

Liz Vue is our Administrative Manager back in the Dallas Squadron office.   She manages to keep a whole raft of 

activities straight.   Liz is instrumental in managing our web site, posting all the rides, and keeping the information

up to date.  She also is our accountant, 

keeping track of thousands of credit card 

transactions, ride manifests, invoices, 

payments and a bunch of other things.   As a 

multi-million-dollar business, she is the one 

that helps keep it functioning.   Please tell 

her you appreciate her.   

Thank you to all volunteers for a great year.   

Your work and passion have made it 

possible to keep FIFI and Diamond Lil

flying.   Thank you.   

Gerald Oliver

Finance Officer
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Diamond Lil Century Club

These are finely detailed scale models with 

a 22” wing span, painted in the same colors 

and scheme as she is today, including the 

neutrality flag and the Diamond Lil nose art.  

It is mounted on a wood and metal stand and 

would make a fine addition to anyone’s 

model aircraft collection.

These are collector quality items and there 

are only 19 available.  If you would like to 

support Diamond Lil with a $1,000 

donation or more, you can be the recipient 

of this fine collectible while helping return 

Lil to the air.

Please contact me directly to make your 

donation and reserve your personal model 

rabroker@hotmail.com or 972/740-4601.

Thank you!

Toni Rabroker

Diamond Lil Century Club Chairman      

EXCLUSIVE OFFER – LIMITED EDITION

B-24A Diamond Lil Wooden Replica Model

The Diamond Lil Century Club has received 

an extremely generous donation of 19 hand-

carved wooden replicas of our B-24A 

Diamond Lil. 

mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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http://www.b29b24px.org/

Rick Garvis

B-29 Mx 

972-380-8800

rgarvis@cafhq.org

Steve Rabroker

B-24 Mx 

469-387-6439

Rabroker@hotmail.com

Get your Christmas gifts and gear at the 

Squadron Px:

W I N T E R   M A I N T E N A N C E 

If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at rabroker@hotmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

Toni Rabroker

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

Membership Info

Member News

Nov-Dec 2017

Congratulations to Caleb Cole 

for this honor from the CAP.  

Caleb has been a volunteer with 

the Squadron since 2015.  He 

loves helping maintain our 

aircraft and working at airshows.  

Caleb is 15 years old and a 

student in the Comanche, OK 

school system.

Jonathan Oliver and represented the CAF B -29/B-24 Squadron at 

ICAS this December in Las Vegas.  Pictured:  Dave Berrio, 

Central Texas Wing and Jonathan.

Election update
Operations Officer - Archie Taylor

Maintenance Officer - Phil Pedron

Adjutant Officer - Toni Rabroker

Education Officer - Kon Kelley

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:rgarvis@cafhq.org
mailto:Rabroker@Hotmail.com
mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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With 2018 just around the corner,

It’s time to renew your Membership

in the B-29/B-24 Squadron!

You can click on the link below and get a head start, 

or you can renew at our Kickoff Meeting January 20th.

http://www.cafb29b24.org/book

We hope to have everyone renewed by January 20th so your name can go in the hat for a special prize.

Your renewal today will help keep our Squadron strong. 

2018 Membership Meetings

Squadron Membership
Squadron Adjutant and 

Membership Coordinator

Toni Rabroker

The Membership Drive

starts NOW!

WWII Marine 

Don Graves

WWII Signal Corpsman 

Bob Boehn

Squadron Show n’ Tell

and yummy breakfast!

LOTS of pancakes 
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Be looking forward to more 

Squadron Monthly Meetings and 

Fly-ins in 2018 packed with 

interesting speakers, activities, 

networking and FOOD!   Meetings 

will take place at DEA unless you 

are otherwise notified and we’ll be 

mixing it up with some breakfast 

and lunch menus.  A tentative 

schedule is below.

January 20 Kick-off Meeting

February 17

March 17

April 27-29 – B-29 Ground School

May 19

SUMMER OFF

August 18

September 15

November 17 Squadron Annual 

Meeting and Chili Cook-off

In 2018 we meet and eat!

http://www.cafb29b24.org/book
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Save the date for B-29 Ground School

April 27 - 29, 2018

B-29 Ground School

April 27-29, 2018

Recurrent flight training will begin April 30 - May 4th.

Attention scanners: New scanner training will take place during these flights. If you 
are a new scanner, take this opportunity to get your scanner training well underway.

Information regarding registration, location, and ground school documents will be sent 
after the first of the year
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Annual 2017 Squadron Meeting

Bob and Mildred Freeman Touring Award

Scott Wilson

Dave Perkins

Larry Hardin

Bill Hickox

Katy Watkins

Dedication Award

Steve Schapiro

Kon Kelley

Doc Calley

Leadership Award

Toni Rabroker

John “Chief” Flynn Lifetime Achievement 

Award

John Flynn

Jim Neill Facilities Support Award

Steve Rabroker

Up and Coming Award

Andy Harley

Brenda Sizemore

Cheryl Travis

Pam Pedron

Scott Gupton

Above and Beyond Award

Mary Mount

Glenn Mount

Professional Aircrew Member Award

Jerry Palmer

Curt Lewis

Steve Zimmerman

Professional Maintenance Award

Ed Beck

Steve Hay

Greg Hogue

Tom, Kaye

Glenn Mount

Al Herum

Tom Bailey

Phil Pedron 

Mat Pedron

Darren Murray 

John Schauer

Joe Smigielski 

Mike Schmit

Don Obreiter

Joshua Cargille 

Andy Hartley 

Rudy Vander Upwich

Reilly Tucker

Jerry Morelock

Golden Wrench award

Steve Rabroker

Sam Mangram B-24 restoration award

Mike Caraway

Vic Agather B-29 restoration award

Tom Ferraro 

Chili Champ 2017

Rudy Vander Upwich

Certificate of Appreciation

Al Benzing. Billy Williams, Julia Williams, Bob Squires, Thon Squires, Danny Walston, Diane Walston, Jacques 

Robatille, Patti Robatille, Linda Lucart, Lisa Foster, Natasha Sanders, Ross Martin, Paula Walston, Tom Bailey, Kim 

Pardon, Brad Pilgrim, Debbie King, Alma Smith, Rocky Smith, Cheryl Hilvert, Curtis Wester, Dan Boccaccio
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Squadron 2017 Award Winners
*present for a picture with Neils
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Special Feature

An Historical Handoff for 
the 316th Fighter Squadron 

Change of Command 
by Sparky Barnes Sargent

The 316th Fighter Squadron (originally of the 324th Fighter Group) was reactivated in 2015. This transpired due to 

the Air Force’s Total Force Integration/Active Association concept, which led to the reactivation of the 495th and its 

associated squadrons. The 316FS is assigned to the 169FW (SCANG) at McEntire Joint National Guard Base near 

Columbia, South Carolina.

South Carolinians and members of the 316th Fighter Squadron Foundation Bud Coward (whose father, W. A. 

“Corky” Coward, was an original Hell’s Belles fighter pilot [1942-44]), and Lee Porter (whose father, George Porter,  

was a replacement Hell’s Belles pilot [1944-45]) contacted the current squadron commander in July 2017 and were 

embraced for their historical connection.

Coward and Porter arranged for a historical handoff in the change of command. The first phase of this handoff took 

place in November, at a small gathering at the home of C. Ben Jones, who is an original Hell’s Belles fighter pilot 

(1942-44). 

“Bud and I had lunch with the current and incoming commanders back in October, and began to share about the 

squadron and group,” explains Porter, “The four of us drove to North Carolina and spent a day with 98-year-old Ben 

Jones. It was a great visit, and Ben’s memory and enthusiasm were inspiring!” 

Attending this informal gathering were Bud Coward, Lee Porter, incoming 316th Commander Lt. Col. Jason A. “Taz” 

Mascetta, outgoing officer Lt. Col. Luther T. “Stitch” Cross, and Thomas Barnes (guest and friend of Jones). 

Jones was delighted to participate in the handoff, saying, “I’m very impressed with both the outgoing and the 

incoming COs of the 316th and their interest in the history of the squadron, as well as their attitude, which is similar 

to that of the original 316th pilots.”

The second and final phase of the change of command took place in a formal ceremony on December 1st at McEntire 

Joint National Guard Air Base, and Porter and Coward were in attendance. 

“We are grateful for officers Cross and Mascetta, who have such genuine interest in the unit,” shares Porter, who also 

expressed appreciation for two 316th World War II veterans who traveled to attend the ceremony. “316th pilots Art 

Martone of New Jersey, and Jerry Wurmser of Kentucky, traveled to South Carolina to participate. Both of them 

knew and flew with my dad.”

“The COC was absolutely wonderful and well-done,” shares Coward, “Everyone enjoyed talking with Jerry and Art.”

The ceremony was dignified yet personal, combining living history with present-day command. Cross’ leadership of 

the 316th, supported by MSgt. Bischoff and SMSgt. Dotson, was honored as the unit now goes forward with esprit de 

corps and mission readiness under Mascetta’s leadership. 

“They build upon the lineage created by the sacrifices of other brave men and women,” reflects Porter thoughtfully, 

“Our fathers who served in the World War II era 316th and the entire 324th Fighter Group would be honored and 

thrilled to know that dedicated leaders such as Lt. Col. Cross and Lt. Col. Mascetta now wear the mantle of 

leadership for the challenges faced by this generation.”

Hell’s Belles - 316th Fighter Squadron 

patch (Photo Courtesy Bud Coward)
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An interesting side note is that the 316th’s first application to use the original Hell’s Belles squadron patch was turned 

down. “That was likely due to its somewhat suggestive nature. However, Lt. Col. Cross and his superior have re-

submitted it for reconsideration,” explains Porter, “given its history of being designed by a 316th pilot’s wife to 

represent the desire of women to support the effort against the Axis powers.”

Editor’s Note: Sparky Barnes Sargent’s connection to this story is two-fold. She previously submitted an article about 

one of her father’s WWII experiences in an article entitled “A USAAF Crew Engages a German Submarine in the 

Caribbean,” which was published in the CAF B-29/B-24 newsletter and The National Dispatch (Commemorative Air 

Force), November 2014. Additionally, she interviewed original Hell’s Belles pilot C. Ben Jones and dedicated a 

chapter in her book “My Father, My Friends ~ Memories of World War II~” to his experiences. Jones introduced her 

to Bud Coward a few years ago, and the three stay in touch. 

Copyright © 2017 BY SPARKY BARNES SARGENT 

(L-R) Lt. Col. Jason A. “Taz” Mascetta, C. 

Ben Jones - original Hell’s Belles fighter pilot, 

Lt. Col. Luther T. “Stitch” Cross. (Photo 

Courtesy Thomas Barnes)

(L-R) Sgt. Gerber, crew chief, and C. 

Ben Jones with his P-40. (Photo 

Courtesy C. Ben Jones)

C. Ben Jones in his P-40. (Photo 

Courtesy Kenneth R. Samuelson)

(L-R) Mascetta, C. Ben Jones, Bud Coward, 

Cross, and Porter. The informal historical 

handoff allowed the men to freely converse with 

C. Ben Jones as he shared his documents and 

memorabilia. (Photo Courtesy Thomas Barnes)

W. A. “Corky” Coward and his P-40, flanked by 

his crew chiefs. (Photo Courtesy Bud Coward)

WWII 316th Pilot Jerry Wurmser, Lt. Col. Jason 

A. “Taz” Mascetta (holding the Hell’s Belles 

logo), and WWII 316th Pilot Art Martone 

(Photo Courtesy Lee Porter)

(L-R) Lee Porter, Lt. Col. Jason A. “Taz” 

Mascetta (holding the Hell’s Belles logo), 

WWII 316th Pilots Art Martone and Jerry 

Wurmser, Lt. Col. “Stitch” Cross, and Bud 

Coward (Photo Courtesy Lee Porter)

W. A. “Corky” 

Coward in his P-40, 

somewhere in 

Africa. (Photo 

Courtesy Bud 

Coward)
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Special Feature

“The B-29’s Closest Competitor”
By Max Rawlings

For years, I have wondered why all of the B-32 Dominators 

were scrapped when they actually saw service in WWII.  

The B-36 never saw combat, yet there are four surviving in 

museums today and there are other aircraft with varied 

histories that have also survived the scrap yard.  The last  

B-32 to survive was serial number 42-108474 which was 

initially assigned to the U.S. Air Force Museum but it was 

finally scrapped in August of 1949.  Maybe the Air force 

learned its lesson from the B-32 and that is why we have 

other surviving aircraft from the past.

The B-32 was the only competitor to the B-29 contract process to make it into production.  Stephen Harding has 

authored or co-authored two books about the B-32, the first is “Dominator: the story of the Consolidated B-32 

bomber” and the second is “Last to die”.  I am basing this article mostly on the second book and some information 

from another book that referred to the plane as the Convair B-32.

The B-29 and B-32 both came under the “Very Long Range” 

bomber category with the government asking for a 20,000 

lbs. payload and over 3,000 miles in range and a ceiling of 

over 30,000 feet.  To meet these requirements, both planes 

were initially designed to be pressurized.  The range 

required a wing design to optimize distance and the best 

wing for distance at the time was the Davis Wing which was 

already being used on the B-24.  The Consolidated folks 

decided to use the Davis Wing on the Dominator and Boeing 

went with a “modified” Davis Wing for the Superfortress.  

Consolidated also decided to use a high wing design 

attaching the wing to the top of the fuselage the same as the 

B-24 and Boeing went with the mid-fuselage design.  

Initially, the B-32 was also designed with a twin tail like the 

B-24 but they eventually moved to the single tail 

configuration like they did with the PB4Y Privateer.  

Both the B-29 and the B-32 used the Wright Cyclone R-3350 engine that was produced by Wright as well as Dodge 

Aircraft Engines.  These engines initially used a three-bladed propeller but then used the four-blade in production.  

Regardless of which plane the R-3350 was in, both planes had problems with over-heating and mechanical issues 

with the engines.  Here are the dimensions of the two planes:
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The B-29 won the contract for production and eventually 3,970 were built and the B-32 came in a distant second 

with 115 produced.  All of the B-29’s were earmarked for the Marianas in the assault of the Japanese Homeland but 

General Macarthur and General Kenney in the Philippines kept begging for B-29’s.  General Hap Arnold said “no” 

to the B-29’s in the Philippines, so it appears that the acceptance of the B-32 contract was to appease the Generals in 

the Philippines with a long range bomber.  By the time the contract for the B-32 was signed, General Curtis Lemay 

was already seeing success over Japan with the 20th Air force and low-level bombing, so the pressurization on the B-

32 production was eliminated, and the B-32 was looked at as a replacement for the B-17 and the B-24.

The first “Combat Test Mission” for the B-32 was on May 29, 1945 only 2 ½ months before the atomic bombs.  This 

first mission came only three days after the first three B-32’s arrived in the Philippines.  The first mission was a short 

shakedown mission but only two of the three B-32’s participated in the mission because the third plane had engine 

problems.  The 5th mission was on June 16th and the crews looked at the mission as a miracle because all three planes 

were able to complete the mission.  The 11th mission was the last combat test mission on the 25th of June to the 

island of Formosa (Taiwan) with only two of the planes participating due to engine problems on the third.

With the combat test missions completed, the reports showed no significant battle damage and no personnel losses so 

the plane was approved for continued use.  With the acceptance of the B-32 for combat operations, two squadrons 

were formed, the 386th and 387th.  The decision to continue B-32 combat operations was more political maneuvering 

than combat necessity.  The B-29’s were already reducing Japan to ashes and rubble, and the addition of two 

additional squadrons of B-32’s would not really affect the outcome of the war.

The three B-32’s continued to fly 

occasional missions with six more planes 

being scheduled to arrive in July and 

August.  The crews for the planes would be 

made up of A-20 pilots and crewmen from 

B-24’s.  The A-20 pilots were told to read 

the manual and then given sometimes only 

two check flights before being certified as 

pilot.  The personnel for the 386th and 387th

were enroute from their base in the 

Philippines to their new base at Yontan in 

Okinawa on two LST’s when on August 7th

news was spread that an atomic bomb had 

been dropped on Japan.  Nobody knew 

what an atomic bomb was and when on the 

9th the news was spread of another atomic 

bomb there were high hopes that the war 

would end.

The two LST’s dropped their ramps in Okinawa on August 12th with three of their B-32’s waiting for them at 

Yontan Airbase and a fourth B-32 still back in the Philippines.  By the next day, there was still no news of a 

Japanese surrender, so the squadrons were ordered to continue “routine “operations.  The night of August 13-14 

would be the 14th combat mission for the B-32’s with the first eleven being the combat test period for them.  Their 

15th mission was on August 15th when the Japanese finally surrendered, and the two planes on the mission were 

ordered to return to base.  Even though August 15th was their last combat mission, the flyable B-32’s were tasked 

with reconnaissance missions along with the reconnaissance F-5’s (P-38) and F-7’s (B-24) over Japan to insure 

that Japan was following the ceasefire terms.

The B-32 flew 15 combat missions in WWII and would totally cease to exist before the Korean War in 1950.

B-32 Dominator at Yontan AFB, August 25, 1945



20

Special Feature

Captain Jerry Yellin
By Konley Kelley

Captain Jerry Yellin had just turned 21 years old when his squadron of    

P-51D Mustangs landed on Iwo Jima.  The date was March 7, 1945.  It 

was D-Day + 16.  On Iwo Jima there were still battles being waged with 

entrenched Japanese soldiers.  As Yellin taxied his Mustang to the parking 

area, he saw piles of dead Japanese being pushed into mass graves.  There 

were no barracks to bunk at.  No beds to sleep in. Yellin was handed a 

shovel to dig a fox hole.   The stench of death was everywhere.

Yellin was a pilot in the 78th FS “Bushmasters.”  On March 10, the 

squadron started flying close support missions for Marines mopping up

They were called VLR Mustangs.  VLR stood for 

“Very Long Range.”  The trip from Iwo Jima to 

Japan was roughly 1,300 mi RT.   The pilots were 

belted into cramped cockpits for missions lasting 

up to 8 hours.  Most of the trip was over open 

water with harsh winds and extreme weather.  

Without the B-29s, the Mustang pilots were at risk 

of not finding Iwo Jima on the return home.  

Without the Mustangs, the B-29s were left to fend 

for themselves against a desperate enemy willing 

to risk everything to defend “The Empire” – even 

ramming a B-29 to take it down.  

the last pockets of Japanese resistance.  The larger mission lay ahead.  The 78th was to provide escort to B-29s 

launching from islands south of Iwo Jima (Guam, Saipan, Tinian) to bomb the Japanese home islands.

Chapter Thirty Two

Combat

It was a very long afternoon and night for me. I was prepared as a pilot to fly and fight for my country, to die if necessary, 

outwardly. But could I face the reality knowing now what I had to do tomorrow? How would I perform? Would I 

perform? I knew I was going to fly on the wing of Vic Mollan and we would be high cover for the 78th. What was he 

thinking? How would he perform? I was 7 weeks into my 21st year and this was the biggest test I would ever take. A test I 

could not fail. Time seemed to be standing still, I kept looking at my watch waiting for dark and sleep. Dark came, sleep 

did not. I left my tent at 0500 and walked to the flight line. Every plane was being attended by their crew chief, armorer, 

and radio man. External wing tanks were being attached and fueled. The planes would be ready, would the pilots be too? 

It seemed that I was not alone, most of the pilots were with their planes. We nodded to each other but did not speak. It was 

quiet in the mess tent too. We had powdered scrambled eggs and toast, told not to take the coffee and do not drink any 

water. I wondered what I would do if I had to urinate while I was flying, or take a dump. More questions that could only 

be answered by doing. At 0700 the squadron gathered in the Quonset hut. We gathered by flights at small tables, went

Jerry Yellin is a prolific writer.  He has written four books to date and will soon have a new book out titled Legacy.   

With Jerry’s permission, following is an excerpt from Legacy about his first combat mission to Tokyo.

The 78th FS “Bushmasters” on the flight line and squadron patch

Editor’s note:  Jerry Yellin passed away on December 

21, 2017 at 93.  He had a busy year promoting his most 

recent book, The Last Fighter Pilot. Publ. Regnery 

History (2017). This story, including an excerpt from his 

writings, appeared in The Flyer in September, 2014.
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over all of the code signs and radio channels, marked our charts and bowed our 

head when Chappie Jamison said a prayer. He and I played cribbage against 

each other and bridge together as partners. He was a good guy and I respected 

him a lot. We were friends but I was not a Christian and prayers meant nothing 

to me. What meant something to me was what you yourself did. 

I climbed into the cockpit of the DORRIE R at 0730. Joe helped me with my 

chute straps, shoulder harness and seat belt. “She’s ready, sir, won’t let you 

down.” He shook my hand, slammed his hand against the side of the plane and 

jumped down from the front wheel. He turned, gave me a thumbs up as I yelled 

“Clear,” and hit the switch to start the engine.

The morning was clear as the sun rose. Blue skies, light wind, a 

perfect day for flying was in store for this first ever land based 

fighter mission over Japan. The sound of the engine starting always 

thrilled me. The puff of smoke, the smell of the fuel burning, and 

the excitement of what was going to happen kept me alert. The 

engine sounded smooth, Joe smiled, then waved as I started to taxi 

away from our squadron area toward the runway. P-51’s from the 

78th were lined up in front of us, we would be the last of the 

Bushmasters to takeoff. We taxied to the end of the dirt strip to 

await our turn to takeoff on the runway heading north. 

I followed Captain Mollan on to runway, lined up slightly off his right wing and 

pushed my throttle forward as he began his roll down the runway. The takeoff 

run was longer than usual due to the weight of the fuel in the external wing 

tanks. We used our fuselage fuel tank for takeoff and cruising until it ran dry. 

We did not want any fuel in that tank to slosh around when we did radical 

maneuvers. Our squadron gathered in formation, four flights of four planes 

each, and headed towards the B-29 circling in the distance at 8000 feet. Three of 

our P-51’s flew behind us as backups in case one of our planes malfunctioned. 

The three hour flight to Japan passed slowly. Too much time to think about the 

unknown is always difficult. It was like a dream when I heard “This is Kodak 

Red One, get ready to drop your tanks now.” The squadron fanned out to make 

sure that there were no planes below us. I reached forward, flipped the red bomb 

release cover up, made sure my fuel tank lever was on an internal wing tank and 

pushed the switch releasing the external tanks. There was a noticeable change in 

the attitude of the plane. I made the adjustments and tucked in close to Vic 

Mollan’s Vivacious Vivian. 

We flew a heading slightly westward toward the snow covered peak in 

the distance. Mt. Fuji, a picture seen in school books years ago, the 

symbol of Japan. In my wildest dreams I could not have imagined 

seeing this sight! And from the air of my own airplane!

We had to focus our gun camera on the tip of something in order to 

evaluate how we fired our machine guns. I turned the camera on, 

picked the top of the mountain and pulled the trigger for a few 

seconds. How peaceful it looked, how green the earth was below. 

Then the hundred and fifty   B-29’s came into view, thoughts of 

beauty turned to thoughts of war and destruction.

P-51s, B-29s and P-61s on the airfield with 

Mt. Suribachi in the background.

Mustangs over Iwo Jima

P-51D Mustang DORRIE R

P-51s seen from the cockpit window of a B-29
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The radio blasted the call from the B-29 “Hotrocks in 

sight.” It raised our attention and we tightened up the 

formation. Colonel VandeHey called “Look sharp guys, we 

will buzz the field and land soon.” It was hard to see our 

small Island home from the air. Shadows from the clouds all 

looked like islands from our altitude. I was wide awake 

when I saw Suribachi and we began our run over the field.

Roseberry ran out of fuel as we approached the field and he 

bailed out. Jim VandeHey’s plane ran out of fuel on the 

runway. Colonel Beckwith, the 15th Fighter Group 

Commander picked him up in his Jeep and told him “That’s 

it for you, Jim. You are going home.” Our flight was last to 

land. I had seven gallons of fuel left, enough for a missed 

landing approach, not much more.

The squadron climbed to 12,000 feet and took their position alongside the Super Bombers. Green flight, our flight climbed to 

14,000 feet and watched as the bombers lined up to drop their bombs into the square of fire in the distance.

The flak began as soon as the bombers reached the outskirts of Tokyo. I had never flown over any city and the view of this 

city was huge. We were 10, maybe 15 miles from the target area when the sky was blotched with small black explosions. 

Japanese fighters approached from all sides. Just a few at first, then more. Our fighters kept pace with the bombers and did not

engage the Japs before they and the B-29’s were over the target area. That is where the action got heavy. There must have 

been hundreds of fighter planes in the air. I know we had more than one hundred flying escort and the Japanese defended their

homeland with ferocity. Dog fights where all over the sky and smoking planes could be seen falling towards the ground. I 

didn’t know if they were ours or theirs.

I watched from above as the bombers dropped their fire bombs into 

the square of fire. Little fires became bigger fires and before the last 

bomber left the scene, the entire area was burning. Debris reached to 

our altitude from the intensity of the fire. Not once did I think there 

were people on the ground. 

What bothered me deeply was the sight of falling B-29’s. It was as if 

I was watching a slow motion film. At first the falling bomber started 

a slow, nose down turn. Then one parachute opened then another as 

the smoking bomber lost altitude and disappeared from my view. I 

saw several bombers go down during the attack and I knew that those 

Americans who bailed out were in deep trouble. 

I never fired a shot on that mission, I thought our flight should have gotten 

into the fight. But we did not see any Japanese fighters attack the bombers 

from above, we just did our job. Someone called “Ninety gallons.” I 

looked at my gas gauge, knew that I had enough fuel to get home, when 

Vic turned our flight toward the sea and the waiting B-29. 

The tension of combat, the nerves and strain of unknown territory that kept 

me high disappeared as soon as we leveled off behind the B-29 at 8,000 

feet. It seems to have been the same for other pilots too. The squadron was 

spread wide across the sky. Every once in a while one of the planes 

propellers stopped spinning and the call was made to switch gas tanks. I 

looked at my watch a lot and it did not seem to be moving very fast. I 

smoked cigarettes then and took my oxygen mask off to light one after 

another. The letdown affected my ability to really pay attention to my 

duties in the air. I didn’t seem to care about how I was flying as long as I 

kept up with the B-29 it was OK. 

B-29 lost to flak

Captain Jerry Yellin (motioning with hands) and 

Lt. Danny Mathis in front of the P-51D Mustang DORRIE R..

Mustangs over Iwo Jima base

***end excerpt
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On August 14, 1945, Yellin’s squadron was ordered to strafe airfields around Tokyo.  The men were anxious 

because the code “Ohio” transmitted to the group would mean the war was over.  No signal came and the mission 

proceeded.  On the flight back, Yellin’s wingman, 1st Lt. Philip Schlamberg, disappeared in a cloud bank and was 

never seen again.  When Yellin landed on Iwo Jima, he learned the war had been over for three hours.  

The horrors of war took their toll on Yellin.  For years afterwards, he suffered from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD).  It wasn’t until 1975 when Yellin discovered Transcendental Meditation (TM ) that he got his life back.  

Today Yellin is a champion for meditation over medication.  He travels the country promoting TM for soldiers of all 

conflicts suffering from PTSD.  In particular, he wants to help returning veterans cope with PTSD, many of which 

are waging war using strategies and technology we don’t completely understand.  However it is fought, a soldier 

never forgets the horrific waste of war.

He has authored four books to date:

Of War and Weddings

The Blackened Canteen

The Letter

The Resilient Warrior, Healing the Hidden Wounds of War   

Yellin would fly 19 VLR missions.  He lost 

16 friends to combat and others to 

mechanical or weather-related incidents.   

On June 1, 1945, Yellin did not fly because 

he was having four impacted wisdom teeth 

pulled.  Another pilot, Lt. Danny Mathis, 

flew Yellin’s DORRIE R.  The date, June 1, 

1945 would become known as one of the 

worst non-combat disasters of the war.  Of 

the 150 Mustangs on mission to the target, 

Osaka, 27 were lost, two to mechanical 

failure, one to collision and the remaining 

due to weather – including Lt. Mathis.

Yellin is also the national spokesperson for the “Spirit of 

’45.”  The movement was founded in 2009 to call on 

Congress to vote for a national holiday to honor the legacy 

of the men and women of America’s “greatest generation.” 

Yellin is also a member of the CAF and frequent VIP at air 

shows.  He co-chairs the WWII Airpower Legacy project, 

a collaborative initiative of the Air Force Association, 

CAF, and EAA.  This group 

is organizing flyovers of 

vintage WWII aircraft to 

commemorate the 70th

anniversary of WWII the 

weekend of August 15-16, 

2015.  www.spiritof45.org

The men of the 78th FS.  Jerry Yellin is 5th from the left with his signature.

Jerry Yellin speaking at a “Spirit of ‘45”   

event near the USS Midway in San Diego

http://www.spiritof45.org/


24

B-29/B-24 Squadron members, Angie Whitney and Lisa “Rosie the Riveter” Foster met Jerry Yellin at Diamond

Lil’s Willow Run tour stop in August.  Angie called me and learned I knew something about the 78th right away.  

Awhile back, I made a 3D model of Charles Chauncey’s B-29 GOIN’ JESSIE.  Chauncey suggested adding some 

“little friends” so I modeled a 3D P-51D Mustang.  I created a texture map for Major James Tapp of the 78th FS.  

Tapp was the first Mustang ace over Japan.  It turns out Tapp was a close personal friend and mentor of Yellin.  

I’ve since added Yellin’s P-51D, DORRIE R, to the 

image.  As Yellin told Angie and me more about his 

cause to help others with PTSD, I offered to create 

unique artwork of Yellin’s Mustang flying alongside 

Tapp with B-29s in the distance.  We collectively 

chose to include the text from the Afterword section 

of Yellin’s new book within the rendering.  This 

artwork has really taken off as a fundraising piece for 

TM for Veterans and I am unbelievably proud to be 

able to help Captain Yellin make a difference in the 

lives of our soldiers. 

Please visit www.tmforveterans.org and contact Jerry 

Yellin directly at jerryellin@gmail.com if you would 

like a signed print or to offer your support for TM for 

Veterans any way you can.  You can also contact Jerry 

Yellin for speaking engagements.  When Legacy is 

available to purchase, I’ll announce it in The Flyer.
Jerry Yellin signing posters at DFW a few weeks ago.

http://www.tmforwarriors.org/
mailto:jerryellin@gmail.com
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Ed Beck
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Brad Pilgrim

Robert Edwards

Gerald Oliver

Don Obreiter

Katelyn Bowman

Scott Slocum 
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Gerald Oliver

Crew Chief Ken with Doc’s crew

Kim Pardon

Konley Kelley

The Tailskid controversy of 2017

Photo by Marcie Coleman (daughter of Nik Coleman of Plane Resurrection)
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Archie Taylor
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Robert Edwards

Editor’s Choice
Alice Jackson

***That is a LOT of bombers in one shot!  - Editor
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Editor’s  Corner
“Call of Duty”
On Christmas Day, 

thousands of children may 

find an Xbox One game 

console under the tree.  

There is a good chance

I’ve completed the first mission of COD WWII on 

easy-mode and the graphics are…wow.  I’m not the 

player I was in the past and it took help from my son to 

survive. But…I know what you are thinking.  You are 

probably disgusted by today’s video games.  Yes, they 

are violent and mind-numbing timewasters.  What may 

irk you the most is using subject matter like WWII for 

game content.  Please know, I am with you.  The 

storylines are cheesy and facts are loosely-based if 

present at all.  There is gore and bad language.  The 

games have age appropriate warnings that really just 

makes them a magnet for the underaged.  Kids also do 

combat over the internet in massive multi-player game 

environments with the ability to taunt opponents if you 

have a mic and headset.  Wonderful…not really.

they will also unwrap the game Call of Duty WWII 

(2017), a first-person shooter distributed by Activision.  

My college-age son got his Xbox One on Black Friday 

and this game.  COD WWII has been a huge commercial 

success making $500M in its first three days of sales.

So I challenge you.   Accept these games are here to stay 

and thousands upon thousands of impressionable youth 

are learning about WWII, not in the classroom, but in a 

videogame.  Sad but true.

What you may not know is this game, COD WWII, has a 

fighter pilot mission.   After D-Day (the campaign-mode 

in most WWII games usually starts on D-Day), you escort 

B-17s in a P-47 Razorback Thunderbolt of the 509th FS.  It 

is exhilarating to dodge bombers and dogfight with ME-

109s and ME-262s.  This is fun stuff!

Having seen my 3D art, you may have guessed I am no stranger 

to this videogame world.  When I lived in LA and was learning 

3D modeling and programming, I fancied it for a career.  It 

didn’t pan out but I do have a unique appreciation for the 

artwork and gameplay.  And it has made a lot of people rich!

In the 90s, I played a lot of games including what is considered 

the first true WWII-themed game Wolfenstein 3D (1992) by ID 

Software (based in Dallas).  It did end fighting a giant robotic 

Hitler in a bunker so the history was warped just a bit.  I also 

got my first case of carpal tunnel from excessive game playing. Castle Wolfenstein…check out those graphics.

My son Kurt piloting his Jug.

COD WWII.  About as lifelike as you can get.
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The flyer WANTS YOU!
You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

After we got our PS2, I found a game called Heroes of the Pacific (2005) by 

UbiSoft.  Here is a game I am betting all in the Squadron would enjoy.  It loosely 

follows most major campaigns in the Pacific and you get to fly a host of American 

planes (and Japanese).   I have personally sunk the Akagi at the Battle of Midway no 

less than 300x.   The game is also fun because the interface is strewn with WWII-

inspired propaganda posters and art.

About the same time we picked up Call 

of Duty 2 (2005).   It has a mission 

where you crew a B-24 Liberator.  In the 

game you can move throughout your     

B-24 and get in each gun position.  You 

also get to bomb some enemy shipping.  

When I first got inside Diamond Lil, I 

didn’t feel like a total newbie.  I’d been 

on a lot of B-24 missions by that point 

While most COD games and others, 

frankly, take place in the European 

theater, COD World at War (2008) jumps 

around the globe.  There is a really fun 

mission where you crew a PBY Catalina 

“Black Cat” in a night attack against 

Japanese shipping off Okinawa.

Zoomin.TV rated the top 5 most influential WWII videogames to 

date.  I have no doubt COD WWII will end up edging someone on 

this list out.  Keep in mind this is the first WWII-themed game in 

awhile. Most first-person shooter combat games in recent years have 

been modern warfare or alien/futuristic warfare.  If COD WWII 

keeps raking it in, is a COD WWII PACIFIC coming next?  Could it 

possibly have an aerial combat mission with P-51s escorting B-29s?  

Could we in the CAF have any influence at all in this game 

…anything?   Keep that in mind while you snuggle up with the 

WWII book you got for Christmas while your teenagers or grandkids 

are in the next room on their Xbox fighting the Germans or 

…ugh…German soldier zombies (yes – that is a mission!) 

Top Five Most Influential WWII video games

Medal of Honor Allied Assault 

(2002) Electronic Arts

Company of Heroes (2006) THQ

Call of Duty 2 (2005) Activision

Brothers in Arms:  Road to Hill 30 

(2006) UbiSoft

Wolfenstein 3D (1992) ID Software

5)

4)

3)

2)

1)

Call of Duty

Zoomin.TV

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

