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B-29/B-24 Squadron
Officer & Staff Listing
Squadron Officers:
Squadron Leader

Archie Taylor

817-944-3226

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

Executive Officer

Al Benzing

214-707-2726

albenzing@gmail.com

Operations Officer

Al Herum

305-923-3810

aldh1000@gmail.com

Toni Rabroker

972-740-4601

rabroker@hotmail.com

Phil Pedron

940-453-5324

pedacft@centurylink.net

Safety and Training Officer

Stuart Watkins

623-980-4155

stuwatkins45@gmail.com

Finance Officer

Curtis Limerick

972-897-3177

climerick@outlook.com

Development Officer

Don Boccaccio

860-841-4321

imapilot2@cox.net

Konley Kelley

214-995-5184

konartist@verizon.net

Konley Kelley

214-995-5184

konartist@verizon.net

Henry Borderlon

972-406-0644

pixiee@sbcglobal.net

PX Co-Captain

Rocky Smith

214-565-8562

diverock@hotmail.com

PX Co-Captain

Alma Smith

214-284-9128

alma@b29b24px.org

Toni Rabroker

972-740-4601

rabroker@hotmail.com

Jacques Robitaille

972-977-4245

jrobi1116@outlook.com

Tour Leader Instructor

Don Boccaccio

860-841-4321

imapilot2@cox.net

Ride Desk Instructor

Andrea Hanson

972-387-2924

ahanson@cafhq.org

Andrea Hanson

972-387-2924

ahanson@cafhq.org

Sr. Crew Chief

Rick Garvis

972-380-8800

rgarvis@cafhq.org

Crew Chief

Ben Powers

214-277-3150

f14_ad@yahoo.com

Adjutant/Membership Officer
Maintenance Officer

Education Officer
Squadron Volunteer Leaders:
The "Flyer" Newsletter Editor
Appearance Captain

Diamond Lil Century Club Chairperson

Marketing/Touring:
Public Information Officer/Media Team Leader

Squadron Staff:
Administrative and Marketing Manager

2022 Tour Schedule
Click on any stop below for more information

Huntsville, Alabama
April 27 - May 1, 2022
Baltimore, Maryland
May 30 - June 1, 2022
Reading, Pennsylvania
June 3-5, 2022
Latrobe, Pennsylvania
June 8 - 12, 2022
Cincinnati, Ohio
June 22-26, 2022
Appleton, Wisconsin
July 26-27, 2022
Rochester, Minnesota
July 29-31, 2022
Mansfield, Ohio
August 24-28, 2022
Duncan, Oklahoma
October 7-9, 2022
MORE COMING SOON!
Mark your Calendars:
B-24 Ground School
February 12-13, 2022
B-29 Ground School
March 12-13, 2022
Squadron monthly
meetings are back!
2022 Schedule TBA

www.cafB-29b24.org
972-387-2924 (Hangar)
432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)
*Schedule subject to change
Check www.airpowertour.org
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Squadron Report
I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving. Leading up to
that, our Squadron had a festive meeting complete with a chili
cook-off and many fabulous desserts prepared by our members. It
is incredible the great cooking talent our Squadron possesses. FIFI
and LIL are entering winter maintenance, so sign up with Rick
Garvis as we need your help to complete winter maintenance on
time. Speaking of signing up, be sure to mark down the Squadron
Ground School the weekend of February 12/13 and March 12/13.
Our first in-person ground school is on Saturday and Sunday,
February 12/13. All can expect to participate in a Saturday
morning session. In the afternoon, scanners break out and head to
the hangar while pilots and flight engineers continue ground
school in the classroom. Pilots have classroom work on the small
aircraft on Sunday morning while flight engineers break out for an
in-person preflight and W & B review. Scanners continue training
on Sunday as well. Ride desk can expect training to take place
over the weekend too.
On March 12/13, the B-29 training follows the same format. More to come as we get closer to our ground school
dates.
The Election Committee is currently carrying out the voting process for next year's officer's selection at the
December 11 Squadron meeting.
The tour planners are putting together another successful tour schedule for Squadron. There are plenty of great
opportunities for everyone to get involved in the Squadron's activities. I hope everyone has a joyous holiday season,
and I look forward to seeing you next year.
Archie Taylor
Squadron Leader

Photo by Dave Wilson
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Executive Officer
Report
Our final 2021 Tour event was completed in November - we feel a
sense of accomplishment and relief! It has been a long season, and
with the hard work of many a safe and successful one. We began in
March with B-29 Training and Checkrides, then ‘Summer A’ with
some local events then on the road to Olive Branch, MS. Summer A
continued through mid-July, consisting of 13 events. Diamond Lil
flew in June, and after Training and Checkrides, joined the Tour in
Niagara Falls.
Summer B started with Romeoville, IL in mid-July with 10 events through Duncan, OK, then back home for a short
break. The Fall Tour was mostly in Texas, but included Blytheville, OK, and consisted of 7 events (Wings Over
Dallas among them).
Those 7 months of flying required a significant effort by our members. This becomes all the more evident as we
near completion of Tour Planning for 2022 – for 30+ events.
This scale of operation requires a huge number of volunteers to undergo training and staff the Tour. There is a
tremendous amount of work done by our Maintenance Staff and Volunteers to keep our Aircraft in top condition.
Tour Leaders, Ride Desk, Pilots, Flight Engineers and Scanners spend many weeks ‘on Tour’ to ensure we can
fulfill our obligations for Ride sales and Aircraft tours. Rock & Alma Smith perform an essential role in providing
the PX and Ride Desk/Briefing facility, and managing aircraft on the ramp. They provide this vital support at every
tour stop for the entire season.
I am very proud of our members who make this a safe, professional operation, as we FLY to perform our Mission to
– EDUCATE • INSPIRE • HONOR!
Al Benzing
Executive Officer

Photo by Dave Wilson
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Flight Operations
Report
Our 2021 APHT wrapped up in November. From when we started
training flights in March we flew over 850 hours in total between the
B-29, B-24, PT-13, and WASP T-6. Overall, probably the most hours
the unit has flown in many years.
We did a lot of training sorties this year plus getting checkrides for our
previous cadre of pilots and flight engineers as well as bringing lots of
new folks into our ranks. Between checkrides and flight training we
flew close to 50 training flights.
Our last dozen sorties ended up getting us three new B-24 PICs,
Jeremy Lashbrook, Neil Broussard, and Randall Haskin, one new B-24
SIC, Jonathan Hardwick, and a new B-29 PIC, Curt Lewis.
Earlier in the year, while Matt Hood, Jonathan Hardwick, and Randall Haskin all finished Stearman checkouts,
while four new B-29 SICs got checked out this year, Jeff Tramontano, Jimmy Page, Kathy Royer, and Matt Hood.
Fernando Daleccio, completed training and a checkride as B-29 FE, and because of his previous experience was
also designated as an FAA flight engineer check airman. Congratulations to all.
Plans are in the works to continue growing our ranks
in 2022 with several members already pursuing
Stearman and T-6 training on their own dime so as to
be ready for touring next year.
Ground School preparation for 2022 is already
underway with plans for in-person B-24 on February
12/13 and B-29 on March 12/13. Expect to complete
certain online portions of ground school prior to
attending the in-person. More to come on ground
school soon.
I would like to personally thank all of those who
toured or supported the tour this year and made
APHT 2021 a great success both operationally and
financially.
Al Herum
Flight Operations Officer

Jeff Tramontano and Al Benzing

Photo by Dave Wilson
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Maintenance
Report
Here we go; time for Winter Aircraft Maintenance. For those not
familiar with what is entailed there is much to be done and for the first
time in a number of years we have two bombers needing the attention.
First for the Bombers is general cleaning in preparation for extensive
open up including removal of all inspection panels, fairings leading
edges and cowlings.
Engines and propellers receive intensive inspections including: Engine
mounts, exhaust systems, baffling, cowlings, cowl flaps and actuators.
All starters are routed for inspection and repair as necessary. All spark
plugs (FIFI has 144, LIL has 112) are removed, cleaned, gapped and
tested. Cylinder compressions are taken and valves are adjusted. Oil is
drained, filters and screens are inspected, replaced/cleaned, chip detectors are inspected and cleaned and oil
samples are submitted for analysis. Fuel filters and inspected and cleaned. Ignition systems are inspected, timing of
magnetos and distributors is checked and adjusted as necessary. Propellers are removed, inspected and domes desludged. Four of LIL’s propellers and two of FIFI’s will be transported to our prop shop in San Antonio for
corrosion inspections required every five years.
All aircraft structure and controls are inspected visually and in some cases by x-ray and ultrasonic inspection
processes. Fabric control surfaces receive attention as required. FIFI’s landing gear and flap motors are removed for
overhaul. Landing gears are inspected, lubricated and operationally tested. Wheels, bearings and brakes are
inspected and serviced. Brakes always require considerable attention. Hydraulic systems are inspected and
serviced. Control systems are inspected, lubricated and cable tensions adjusted as required. Electrical systems
checked and inspected and the list goes on!
While all of this routine inspection and maintenance is being accomplished there will be additional work to be
accomplished. A number of carburetors and oil coolers to change, and we know FIFI has a leaking fuel cell that
will need attention. The Stearman engine will need re-installation after our overhauler determines and repairs the
source of metal contamination in the oil, discovered as a result of routine oil analysis. Once spare engines are
received for FIFI and LIL they will need to be built up for quick engine change if required. Needless to say, there is
much to be done in a short time. Our goal is to have all aircraft flying by late March. We need your help.
Both FIFI and LIL finished the season in great shape. This must be attributed to the skill and hard work of our Crew
Chiefs, Flight Engineers and many devoted volunteers working tirelessly throughout the year both at home and on
the road.

This winter there is much to be accomplished in a short of time and a wonderful new home at the NAEC in which
to do it. If you have the time and desire to volunteer Crew Chief Rick has a job for you.
As most of you know our assistant Crew Chief, Ben Powers has moved on. We wish him all success and thank him
for his years of devoted service to the CAF and our squadron. We hope Ben will find time in his new endeavors to
return and participate as a volunteer. We now have his important and vacant position to be filled.
Again, thanks to all our dedicated volunteers who keep us flying.
Phil Pedron
B-29/B-24 Maintenance Officer
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Help Wanted -- Join Our B-29/B-24 Maintenance Team!

We have a unique opportunity for the right individual to assist in the maintenance, operation, and
display of historic WWII aircraft including qualification as a reciprocating engine flight engineer. Must
have A&P license (IA desirable). Experienced in inspection and repair of aircraft reciprocating radial
engines, structures, electrical, fuel, and hydraulics systems. Able to maintain FAA 1st or 2nd class
physical, mandatory drug testing and eventual qualification as FAA licensed Reciprocating Engine
Flight Engineer. Must locate in the Dallas Texas area and be able to travel with the aircraft and crews
for extended periods. This is a fulltime salaried position with benefits. Please send resume to CAF
B29/B24 Squadron, PO Box 763577, Dallas Texas 75376 or e-mail b29b24squadron@cafhq.org
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Training & Safety
Report
2021 saw a new crop of very dedicated Scanners arise to meet the
challenges of air crew proficiency. Classically the job is not complete
until all the paperwork is completed and on file with the HQ. It has
been pointed out that many folks logbooks may not reflect their
various qualifications and if a record is not on file then it would be
impossible for us to verify the status of crew members in the unlikely
event of a serious accident or incident. Logbooks are routinely carried
on flights in backpacks etc.

For new 2021 Scanners I need your seven page training record and
certification paperwork and a photocopy of your logbook endorsement
on file to fully document your status. For Scanner of years past I need
an email photo of your logbook qualifications for your ratings; B-29 /
B-24 scanner endorsement, Instructor endorsement, Lead scanner
endorsement, and Tour Leader endorsement.
Wait a minute!!!!! We have never done this before!!! ....True. It will require some due diligence on all or parts to get
our training records current and on file. While I hope and Pray that we never are investigated by the FAA or anyone
else, we need to be squeaky clean in the world we now live in.
For 2022, I will be recommending the procedures outlined below (FAQ and Food for Thought) in order to fully and
completely record, document and retain on file the qualifications of Admin and Flight Crew personnel. I welcome
your thoughts and input as we prepare for the 2022 tour season. Thanks to all who made 2021 such a safe and
successful year.

Very Respectfully,
Colonel Stuart Watkins,
Training and Safety Officer
Future FAQs and food for thought;
1. What's a Tour Leader endorsement? I've never heard of such a thing! Well, I don't have one either but as it is
needed for complete training and qualification status recording, we need to document it. Archie or his
designated Officers should be the endorsement authorities.
2. Who can/should endorse which qualifications?
a. B-29 Left Scanner, Right Scanner and full up B-29 Scanner can be endorsed and Crew Hat awarded by
an Instructor or the Tour Leader. Training and Safety Officer to be notified by email with hard copy
Training Record and Certification sent in as soon as practical.
b. B-29/B-24 Lead Scanner can be endorsed ( signed) by an Instructor or Tour Leader with the approval of
the Training and Safety Officer. An email Photo of the Logbook endorsement sent to the Training And
Safety Officer for Squadron record file.
c. Instructor; Approval and endorsement by the Training and Safety Officer with Logbook photo on file.
d. Tour Leader; Approval by Unit Commander or his designated Officers with Logbook photo on file.
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Development
Report
As my term ends, I would like to take this time to reflect on my two
years as Development Officer. When I came into this new (for the
Squadron) position, I had to start at square one learning how the
Squadron operates. It was similar to volunteering to coach a farm team.
But soon after that, Covid hit and all the officers hit the ground running
to make sure we survived. I don’t mean this figuratively but literally.
This was no longer the farm team, but the World Series. We essentially
had zero revenue, as most of our funds come from touring. Yes. we still
had small donations coming in, and that was helpful, but our operating
budget dwarfed those needs.
As the Development Officer, it was my job to lead us through this. If it
were not for most of the officers stepping up to the plate who knows
what would have transpired. These people did the heavy lifting and carried us to the finish line. It’s scary to think
back on those conference calls about what we should do next.
Not only were we dealing with keeping the lights on in the Squadron, Lil also needed new landing gear parts. Parts
that needed to be custom manufactured. Due to a very generous matching donor and others who added to the cause,
we accomplished our goals.
The rest is history. The Squadron is now financially stable, and Lil is flying more than ever.

In closing, I would like to thank everyone who donated, participated and/or worked hard at keeping the squadron
alive during those troubled times. Knowing that, statistically, one third of all non-profits did not or will not survive
this pandemic, you all should be proud we are still functioning and solvent.
Until next time ~ Don
Don Boccaccio
Tour Leader
Development Officer
B29B24Squadron.org

Photo by Dave Wilson
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PIO Report
We began the 2021 Tours Season with much trepidation, unsure of what
kind of audience we would attract, given the uncertainties resulting from
the COVID-19 pandemic. Much to our relief our concerns were
unfounded. We had great crowds and sold out many ride flights at all of
our tour stops this past year.
I attribute much of this to the notion that folks around the country had
"cabin fever" following the lock downs of 2020, were ready to get out
and do something, and we offered the perfect opportunity to have some
fun while being outside in relative safety.
We also implemented some new strategies in our FaceBook marketing
that resulting in terrific traction from our ads both in terms of reach and
re-direction of viewers to our tour stop websites.
This resulted in a substantial increase in the number pre-sold ride seats. Not only does this help cushion our bank
accounts, but is also helps out the Ride Desk teams when most of the seats are already spoken for. The attached
graph gives an idea of the increased ridership we got in 2021 vs 2019.

One of my favorite things we get to do when on
a tour stop is the opportunity to recreate photos
for some our visitors. Here is one we did for a
lovely lady, Virginia Colbert, at our recent stop
in Blytheville. Her father was a B-29 pilot. Nice
job by FE Fernando Dellacio who stepped in to
help complete the re-creation. What fun!! It's
just one more of the reasons we do what we do.
Hope to see you out on the tour circuit in 2022,
and be safe and be careful out there!
Jacques Robitaille
Public Information Officer
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Finance Report
Hello everyone,

What a fantastic year we have had! As your Finance Officer, I had the
pleasure of sharing the Squadron’s financial results through October
at our November meeting, and wanted to make this visible to all of
you here.
With your efforts and support, we were back in 2021! The best way to
see how well we have bounced back is to see the trend since 2019 in
some of our key metrics:

Financial Summary through Oct. 2021
$000s

2021 Revenue by Source
January to October 2021
Our ride income is back at pre-pandemic levels
through October, with other tour receipts close
behind. Last year’s donations really show how
you and our other supporters rallied to help us
through a year with minimal touring. Although
these figures don’t include the last two months
of expenses, our bottom line is strong and
positions us well to have the resources needed
to get us through the winter months.
This more detailed breakdown of our revenue
sources highlights how critical all of the work
you and all our volunteers and staff do to tour.
Just think what this will look like with both
bombers touring for the entire season!
Special shout outs to Andrea Hanson and all the Ride Desk volunteers that are so key to the Finance mission. I am
very excited about our prospects for 2022, and look forward to seeing many of you out on tour!
Curtis Limerick
Finance Officer
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Education Report
Veterans, veterans, veterans
This year I was invited to sail the zipline carrier back to the Aviation
Discovery Zone (ADZ) at Wings Over Dallas 2021. The CAF contacted me
in early August right when the Delta variant was raging. I decided it wasn’t
a good idea because operating the carrier puts you in close proximity with
kiddos and the public. Masks and sanitizing little die cast planes non-stop
for three days straight didn’t sound fun. Thanks to my friend, Gene
Dickinson, I was added to the WOD WWII veteran hospitality area. I am so
glad I did this.
CAF member Matt Nowick (great guy) was in charge of the Veterans Meet
n’ Greet area in the WWII Pavilion. Up to 35 WWII veterans were signed
up to participate and another 10 showed up unannounced. What a turnout!
From our Squadron, we had several volunteers including myself, Gene, Joe
Reavis, and Joel Kimmel.
The first day of the WOD2021 was cold and windy so the veterans were
moved into the ADZ. I got to know a B-29 mechanic from the Korean War,
Henry Boyne and his wife. Henry had a scheduled ride flight on FIFI the
next day. After Al Benzing’s pre-flight briefing stated the ride flight over
Dallas was around 30 minutes, Walter blurted out, “You mean we aren’t
going to Korea?”
The ever-entertaining Buck Sloan was there, too. Buck landed in
Normandy on D-Day+1 and was wounded at the Battle of the Bulge. When
the veterans went to a special lunch in their honor, Joe and I watched their
stuff. I checked out Buck’s genuine German “potato masher.” WWII and
Korean War fighter pilot, Joe McPhail, also stopped by Friday. He is a
Corsair pilot. We talked about the upcoming movie, DEVOTION, the story
of the first USN African-American carrier pilot, Jesse Brown, who also flew
a Corsair.

Going to Korea?

Benzing and Bohne

The weather was beautiful all weekend and the veterans congregated in the
WWII Pavilion. Per Matt, veterans engage the public in several ways at
WOD:
• Meeting and talking with school kids in the ADZ on Education Day
• Engaging the public on Saturday/Sunday at the WWII Pavilion
(telling stories, talking about their service, signing autographs, taking
photos, etc.)
• Attending and participating in the Legends of the Sky luncheon on
Friday (Greatest Generation Award/GGA event)
• Participating in the Veteran Voices program ( Big success)
• Meet with the media (talking about their service)
• Interacting with reenactors and certain Squadron/wing members
(That’s All Brother, Texas Raiders, FIFI) in their area of service
(boarding or riding in planes)
• Have fun celebrating veteran birthdays everyday

A guest and
Buck Sloan.
Borrowing
Buck’s German
hand grenade.
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Good photo of Joe McPhail,
USMC Cosair Pilot and
Buck Sloan Normandy,
Battle of the Bulge Veteran

Dale Robinson 99. US Army
Pearl Harbor survivor, DDay plus one. Dale received
the Greatest Generation
award on Friday.

David Hamilton D-Day C-47 Pathfinder pilot, B-24
pilot) Hank Coates, CAF CEO, and Col. Joe McPhail
USMC ret. Pacific Corsair pilot; Career 240 combat
missions. Joe received the GGA on Friday.

Pete Goodwin. B-17
navigator 8th AF. 25
missions with same
crew. Age 103

Buck Sloan D-Day plus 1, Battle of Bulge veteran.
Beside him is Henry Bohne, B-29 mechanic based
on Okinawa in the Korean

Two Iwo Jima Marines.
Buck Sloan
Don Graves (red shirt) and reunited with a
John Boshell corpsman.
BAR
Don received the GGA on
Friday.

Veteran / guest conversations
*thank you Matt Nowick for
article content and pictures

Matt has been the veteran’s coordinator since 2016. He said every show has its own unique personality. He has seen
some great years. The energy and joy in the tent this year was one of the best in memory. Pete Goodwin, a B-17
navigator who flew 25 missions in the 8th AF celebrated his 103rd birthday on Saturday. There were numerous other
veterans over 100 or approaching 100. They stayed for hours and didn’t want to leave. In years past, veterans would
go for lunch at the VIP tent and hang out there. Not this year. They returned back to WW2 Pavilion to continue
enjoying the show and meet visitors.
Don Graves

99-year old David Hamilton the last D-Day Pathfinder pilot dressed in uniform and made
many new friends. On Sunday, John Luckadoo, a B-17 pilot with 25 missions in the 100th
BG shared his experiences of combat over Europe. A reenactor reunited Buck Sloan with
a Browning Automatic Rifle (BAR) just like Buck carried in the war. Don Graves, a
veteran of the Battle of Iwo Jima, had a great display and graciously signed something
special for me.

carried a
flamethrower
on Iwo Jima
and signed
this for me.

The Veterans Voices Program was a big success. Six veterans participated each day
giving 20 minute interviews.
The son of Derick South, a gunner on the USS Pennsylvania BB-38, and veteran of the
Battle of Leyte Gulf reported back to Matt his father smiled the entire way home.
Matt had very kind things to say about the B-29 / B-24 veterans who have given time to
this portion of the airshow for years.
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Gene and I connected after the show. Of all my CAF friends, I have untold respect for Gene who has dedicated his life to
escorting, serving, and caring for veterans at special events, reunions, and air show appearances. Many know him by name
and call him a friend. With this opportunity for me at WOD to observe people meeting with veterans, I could tell some folks
are shy, tongue-tied, or even nervous around these heroes. It made me think and I went to Gene for answers.
Questions for Gene I know your Dad's wartime experience is something you enjoy sharing with
others. He was your hero. How did his story impact your life and inspire you
into a lifetime of caring for other WWII veterans at air shows, reunions and
special events? Dad’s wartime stories made me want to know more about his life
during WWII, and about what other veterans did, and how they survived.
Tell me about your background working with veterans? When did it start? I
guess it started with Dad at about 13. That was the first time I learned about what
he did in the Navy during the war. I also had two Uncles that were Navy vets, and
their exploits plus his really sparked my interest. Over the years I have been blessed
to be associated with, The Flying Tigers, Doolittle Raiders, American Fighter Aces,
CAF, and other groups.
Is it helpful to research the veteran and/or veterans group ahead of
time? What do you do to prepare for an event? I have found that it’s a good
idea to research any vet or group you are going to meet so you are prepared. It will
help you ask the correct questions, and possibly lead you into something you never
knew they were involved with. It gets them really engrossed in the conversation.

Gene with Pete Goodwin. B-17 navigator 8th AF

What is your secret to starting a friendly conversation with a veteran? No secret to starting a conversation with a vet.
Remember they are a person just like you. Introduce yourself first, then ask them if they would mind if you ask them some
questions. Very seldom will they say no, but if they do, just thank them for their time, and of course for their service.
What are simple gestures of respect you can show a veteran? Always shake a vet’s hand at the onset of the conversation and
at the end. Be sure and ask them if they are comfortable, and if there is anything you can get them.
Are there any do's and don'ts you've learned over the years when
escorting veterans? Don’t get pushy or too personal with your
questions. If you see your questions are beginning to make them feel
uncomfortable, then stop asking them.
What can you do to make the veterans more comfortable at events?
Basically what I said in question 5. Or maybe ask them if they are
thirsty, or hungry. If so, then get them what they need.
How do you interact with the families of veterans? Do they typically
have special requests from you or the event organizers? Treat the
families of the vets with the same respect you showed him. Do your best
to answer their questions, and honor their requests.

Charles Chauncey, Gene and me at WOD 2017

Please briefly tell your favorite story about escorting a veteran. Robin Olds was my favorite and most challenging vet I
escorted. Served in WWII, and Vietnam, was a triple Ace, with both prop and jet aircraft. He was an amazing pilot. Was loved
and feared by those who flew with him, and those that out ranked him. He didn’t mind answering questions, so long as it was
asked in a proper manner. No weird conjectures. We got along great, and I was able to see what a truly great pilot, and person
he was. Both in the air and on the ground. Loved the whole weekend I escorted him. We kept in touch regularly, and I talked to
him just a few days before he died. He was fighting right to the end. A true warrior. I really miss him.
How can someone get involved in veterans organizations? What are some good organizations to join? Some
organizations require you to be invited to events or their membership by one of its members. Some, like the CAF, can be
joined. It’s something you would have to research by checking them out yourself.
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One thing that prompted my interest in this enhanced Education Report was a request from a Squadron member for questions to
ask a veteran for a prospective article. If you have an opportunity to interview a veteran, here my the notes and some sample
questions from the Editor’s keyboard:
Take lots of pictures of the veteran, his family, photos he can provide (I can Photoshop away "some" glare and definitely
scratched or wear). Also ask if you can take pictures of any memorabilia he may have (uniform, medals, flight logs, etc.). Use
your phone. The resolution of The Flyer is not magazine quality. Even a so-so picture might be usable. Don’t pass up anything
that really stands out. Get good captions for the photos. Of course, we'll follow-up with drafts of the story and they will see the
final layout before The Flyer gets published.
I think it is essential to tell the life story of the veteran. They are so proud of their families and I think the message of a post-war
life that is rich and full is very positive. Of course many did not make it home and they are held in very high esteem. He may
have some distinct memories of friends who made the ultimate sacrifice.
Get plenty of info on the BG (bases, BG# numbers, BG insignia, commanding officers, buddies’ nicknames, make-up of aircraft,
and names/nose art of aircraft)
Sample questions:
• When were you born? Where did you grow up?
• Tell me about your family (mom, dad, sisters, brothers,
extended - get names)
• What was school like? Did you have a job?
• Did you make models or have other hobbies?
• Were you interested in airplanes?
• Who were your heroes back then?
• Where were you when war broke out?
• Where was your Basic training?
• What other training did you have? Where did you train?
• When did you meet your crew? (names/positions)
• What were they like?
• (If pilot) Tell me about your journey to becoming a pilot
• (If other position) Tell me about your training for this position
With Bill Robinson B-29 Crew Chief
Photo by Natasha Sanders
• Were you in the ETO or PTO?
• How did you get overseas? *some flew over in the plane they eventually flew in combat
• Tell me about your base. What was it like?
• Do you have any stories about life on the base?
• Can you tell me about your missions? (he can select some of the most memorable)
• (If shot down) Tell me about that
• Where would you on VE Day?
• How many missions? Was he headed to the PTO? (many trained stateside but it seems like few made it to the PTO before the war ended)
• Where were you on VJ Day? How did you get home?
• Did you stay in the service? (Tell story)
• After being discharged, did you go back to college? Did you go right to work? What did you do? (get whole story up to retirement)
• How did you meet your wife? (name) Where did you live? Where were you married and when?
• (If pilot) Tell me about your flying career
• Did you raise children? (get names) Where do they live?
• Do they have families?
• What do they call you? (nickname)
• Do you stay in touch with your crew from WWII? Tell me about your relationships since WWII? (some vets stay very close)
• What did you like best about your aircraft?
• How did it feel to answer your country's call and fight against tyranny?
• How do you want to be remembered?

I hope you found this Education Report helpful. Please reach out to me
if I can be of any help. And, always make an effort to have a
conversation with a veteran, even if it is brief. Go beyond simply
getting a signature. Gene’s advice is golden and, as Dan King puts it in
the article later in this issue, don’t let your memories of meeting a
veteran end with you. Share them with others and write them down if
you can. If you choose, share them on social media or submit them in a
publication like The Flyer.
And, never forget the power of your phone for pics and selfies.
With Corsair pilot, Col. Joe McPhail
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Member News
Fall 2021
New Members added since June 2021
I hope everyone had a special Thanksgiving and is
enjoying the Holiday Season! I want to extend a
warm welcome to all the new Squadron Members
who have joined since June. We have 32 new
members and are now close to 300 total members.
Frazier Jones, Pierson, FL
Jordan Drischler, Fort Worth, TX
David Eppler, Kennett Square, PA
Andrew Howard, Voorhees, NJ
Josh Smith, Forney, TX
Andre DeLombard, Bedford, TX
Rory Cahoon, Arlington, TX
Chris Slight, Durham, CT
Michael Hirsch, Cambridge MA
Melissa Shattuck, Goshen, NH
Michael Lashbrook, Reno NV
Ben Cook, Meridian, ID
Paul Harrigan, Lewiston, NY
Jason Depew, Lithia, FL
David Menno, Lancaster, NY
Michael Elrod, Cantonment, FL
Jennifer Watson, Arlington, VA
Brett Shaeffer, Denton, TX
Zachary Tyson, North Richland Hills, TX
Bob Markert, Littleton, CO
Sean Elder, Brighton, CO
Kevin Price, Glen Allen, VA
Mark Whatley, Burleson, TX
Perry Lindsay, Bedford, TX
Chris Bauer, Denton, TX
Maggie Bott, Peyton, CO
William Roberts, Arlington, TX
Christopher Trobridge, Lubbock, TX
Jack Agather, San Antonio, TX
Joshua Patterson, Corona, CA
Austin Sorrells, Daytona Beach, FL
Larry Spears, Oak Point, TX
Ken Starrett, Arlington, TX
Susan Bancroft, Dallas, TX
David Wessol, McKinney, TX
Elwood Salbador, McKinney, TX
Nicholas Infantino, Manchester, NH
Alexandra Taylor, Bedford, TX
Christopher Foltz, Fort Walton Beach, FL
Joseph Semens, McKinney, TX
Craig Fowler, McKinney, TX
John Bryant, Haslet, TX
Randy Coffey, Superior, CO
Michael Harms, Waxahachie, TX

- Toni

Special Message from Toni Rabroker
Adjutant and Membership Coordinator
I would also like to take a moment to thank everyone for
giving me the opportunity to serve as your Adjutant
Officer these past four years. For me, it was about the
members. I have always felt that an organization such as
ours performs best when you give every member the
chance to get involved, to give them a reason and a
purpose for joining. It was so much fun organizing the
meetings, the pancake breakfasts, spaghetti lunches,
special programs and events. These were just some of the
ways that Steve and I used to get people involved. That
was always our goal. As many of you know, my other
real passion is training scanners and flying in Diamond
Lil. I have had the privilege to do this for the past seven
years and it is always a fulfilling experience. I want to
thank you ALL for being a part of my life!

Diamond Toni tribute next page

rgarvis@cafhq.org
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Diamond

Toni Rabroker

Thank you Toni!
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Member Spotlight

Dan King
shares his story
and new book
Blossoms from the Sky
Within the diverse and unique and histories of our Squadron members, we have
Dan King. Dan is a prolific author, expert on Japanese language and culture,
and sought after historical consultant. In September 2018, Dan was the keynote
at a Squadron meeting to discuss his new book, The Yalu River Boys. His book
shared firsthand accounts of B-29 crews flying missions over North Korea and
American POWs who survived harsh conditions and inhumane treatment from
their captors. One of these B-29 crewman and POWs was Dan’s father.

Dan King

Dan and I reconnected recently upon the arrival of his new book Blossoms from
the Sky. It is a heavily researched book about the development of the “Ohka”
or Baka Bomb, as named by the allies. This jet-powered bomb was piloted by
men who volunteered to fly this weapon into American ships knowing it had the
firepower to heavily damage or sink anything it struck. Dan has met and
interviewed designers, pilots and others with firsthand knowledge of the Okha
via Zoom with Konley Kelley
program and its place in WWII history.
So how do you interview a professional interviewer? A daunting task and I
elected to use Zoom to capture and record Dan’s story and have provided a link
to the interview at the end of this article. I will also include a link to Dan’s
website and information on how to contact Dan for a signed copy of his book.
We kicked off things with a story about Japanese tankers. Dan was hired
as a consultant during the production of the film WINDTALKERS (2002).
The film includes a dramatic look at the Battle of Saipan, June 15-July 9,
1944. Dan was on set in Hawaii to ensure American and Japanese
weapons, uniforms and dialogue were historically accurate. When seeing
a replica Type 95 Japanese tank, Dan took issue with Japanese flags
painted on the turret. His notes had specific instructions on the markings
for the tank and he protested. The production designer invited Dan to
repaint the turret with the correct markings. Dan protested again feeling
Dan in the turret of a Type 95 tank during
strongly markings on the tank applied by someone other than a Japanese
the production of the film WINDTALKERS
individual would not look authentic. Director John Woo insisted on
accuracy for the film so, after a short delay, the Japanese tank joined the
combat with markings done by a Japanese local under Dan’s supervision.
Months later the film was screened in Osaka, Japan. A veteran of the
Battle of Saipan was in the audience. Upon seeing the tank on screen, he
leapt to his feet and said, “That is my tank!” This led to Dan meeting
Shiro Shimoda, a WWII veteran of the 3rd Company, 9th Tank Regiment.
Shimoda was one of the few survivors of the battle and hid in the Saipan
jungle for the remainder of the war. He was immensely grateful for Dan
wanting to get it right, an act he said honored his fallen comrades.

A Japanese Type-95 tank on Ponape
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Dan pledged to one day tell his story and it is his next project following this
new book. In part, this was a catalyst for his new mission to capture the
stories of our WWII enemy so misunderstood and stereotyped in American
history and popular culture.
Dan’s mission is to document factual history, an ancient and complicated
culture, and firsthand stories of the Japanese people. His focus is WWII with a
goal to faithfully tell both sides of the story. As Dan puts it, if you are walking
on a beach and come across an old coin, would you pick it up and only look at
one side? It is Dan’s hope that blending the stories of Japanese soldiers with
accurate and historical context will give us the other side. And, he makes a
point of avoiding historical revisionism, political correctness and a skewed
modernistic view. This is the story of our enemy that you never knew.

At the Yushukan museum, which is
connected to the Yasukuni Shrine.

For the Japanese soldier, the shame and sin of surrender was unforgivable and
punishable by death. Japan is a tight-knit society. Births and deaths are
recorded by the government ministry and community temples. Citizens with
criminal backgrounds and mental diseases are tracked. A soldier known to
have surrendered has a red-line placed across his name. The soldier and his
immediate and extended family members share the shame of this act and it has
a direct impact on college applications, careers and marriage. It helps explain
why the Japanese soldier fought so hard and nearly always to the death.
Doing research at the Yasukuni Jinja Shrine.

Japanese government propaganda and “fake news” brainwashed a population with
no inherent desire for hate to despise Americans who were labeled “drunks, drug
addicts, racists, and criminals.” Dan said any seed of truth, for example racial
segregation in the southern U.S., would be grown into a full oak tree by the
Japanese government and media. The placement of Japanese-American citizens in
internment camps also fueled more wartime anger towards the U.S. In addition, the
Japanese widely characterized themselves as the liberators of Asia standing against
the colonial desires of the West. They appointed themselves the protectors of their
Asian “little brothers and sisters” across the continent and south Pacific.

WWII Japanese propaganda

Dan grew up in the city of Orange, CA. His Dad worked for a bank with offices
statewide. In 1981, when Dan was a high schooler, the bank offered a scholarship
for the child of a bank employee to spend the summer overseas through an
organization called Youth for Understanding. Dan wrote an essay and was selected.

There were 20 choices across the world. His mother suggested he not go
with a more comfortable choice and rather pick a unique country with a
vastly different culture. Dan narrowed it down to South Korea and
Japan. Knowing his dad’s experience in the Korea War, he picked Japan.
It was a life-changing experience. Dan was enamored with the food,
culture, ancient history, and beauty of Japan. The people were polite,
respectful, and peaceful. Train stations, streets, and neighborhoods were
clean and kept. Dan met his first WWII veteran, a Calvary officer from
the war in Manchuria. The man showed Dan his wartime photo album.
Dan holding his pin from Youth for Understanding

Here Dan expected to see war atrocities and violent scenes. Instead the album had pictures of men grooming
and feeding horses. Soldiers were often embracing each other posing for photos while smiling and enjoying
happy moments. The man produced a necklace with a cross and said he was a Christian, like Dan.
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Dan returned to LA and attended college where he majored in Japanese language and cultural studies. One of his
favorite professors was a WWII veteran but he never talked about the war. When this man came to the US, he chose
to start his life over and forget the past, which, as Dan noted, can be a common thread for many soldiers of any
nationality after experiencing war.
Heading back to Japan, Dan took a job as an English
teacher for a YMCA before beginning a 15-year stint with
Toyota, where he worked in plant administration for a
division building the Corolla. Over the years he earned
the attention of a senior executive, Mr. Yoshida, who
invited Dan to dinner one night. After drinks, Yoshida
told Dan his father and brother were killed when he was
4-years old by the bomb dropped on Hiroshima. It was
devastating to his family, but any hate or blame remaining
in this man was not directed at Dan. Yoshida saw Dan as
an individual and not responsible or tied to acts in the
past. After this night, Yoshida never spoke of it again.
Over his 15 years in Japan, Dan collected antiques
including many WWII artifacts. These artifacts have
become part of Dan’s approach to researching and writing
books. He sees it as a 4-legged stool; 1) Read the history,
2) Interview the veteran, 3) Go to the places they fought,
and 4) Know the weapons and instruments of war they
used. For example, if he is writing about an M1, he has
fired an M1. If he is writing about a sword, he has seen
and touched this kind of sword.
This attitude led to an interesting encounter when Dan
was selling antiques and memorabilia collected while he
was in Asia at a flea market in San Diego. A man
inquired if Dan had any WWII Japanese artifacts for sale.
At this event, Dan did not have a lot of Japanese items
and the man left without buying a thing. He came back
later with a treasure trove of items and asked Dan to
verify their authenticity. Of all the items, only one item, a
pair of boots, were Japanese.

Dan with colleagues at Toyota.
Returning a war
relic on behalf of
Capt Ken Walsh,
one of Boyington's
Black Sheep and
MOH recipient.

Interview with Tadao Kojima, a Betty
Bomber crewman.

Angry, the man told Dan he was the property master for
WINDTALKERS, an upcoming WWII movie about
Navajo code talkers in the Pacific. Dan was hired to be a
consultant on the film. He was also an extra as both an
American and Japanese soldier. This was at points in the
film with sweeping helicopter shots where Dan used his
language skills to provide direction for Japanese-speaking
extras during combat scenes.
Dan next worked as a consultant for the film THE LAST
SAMURAI (2003). He spent six months in New Zealand
working on the film. Meeting acclaimed Japanese actor
Ken Watanabe was a treat.

With Ohka
pilot volunteer
Asanori Asano.
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Dan on a WWII Stuart tank.

With Tom Cruise

With Ken Watanabe

Many other projects followed including Clint
Eastwood’s back to back films FLAGS OF OUR
FATHERS, and LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (2006)
Dan has traveled to Iwo Jima 12 times and was
thrilled to receive a signed copy of So Sad to Fall in
Battle, the book LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA is
based on by author Kumiko Kakehashi. He also met
Clint Eastwood who he greatly respects because
Eastwood chose to tell both sides of the Iwo Jima
battle on film, for which the Japanese government
bestowed Eastwood the Order of the Rising Sun, a
rare honor for a non-native citizen.
Dan was diagnosed with Lymphoma during the
production of these films. He could not travel but he
remained a consultant by phone when questions
about accuracy came up pertaining to sequences in
the film. THE PACIFIC (2010) miniseries by HBO
was another project Dan worked on remotely. In this
instance, the decision to move the production to Australia
where tax breaks were tied to using local resources ended the
hopes of many Americans hoping to work on this project, one
of the most historically accurate depictions of the Pacific war.
Dan was able to assist with the dubbing of dialogue post
production.
His favorite project was a docudrama THE LAST MISSION
(2003). The story chronicles the last B-29 mission the night
of August 14-15, 1945 when B-29s were sent to bomb
B-29 Superfortress Three Feathers at March AFB.
northern Japan as a coup was underway in Tokyo to prevent
the Emperor from announcing surrender. For the B-29 scenes, a B-29 Three Feathers on display at March AFB in
CA was used for interior scenes. The cast member hired to be the right gunner was a no-show so Dan was invited to
step into the role. He found himself at the same position his father held in the Korean War and called his dad, who
walked him through the gun mount and features in the gun bay.
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Dan’s desire for a writing career didn’t start well. He met
his first wife in Japan and started a family. On a trip to
meet relatives in the town of Gujohachiman, he met Goro
Yamada. Yamada had a photo of a Japanese submarine in
his home. He didn’t know of Yamada’s WWII past and
asked him if he liked submarines. Yamada told him he was
the Senior Petty Officer in charge of the forward torpedo
room on the submarine pictured. It was I-58, the submarine
that sank the USS Indianapolis CA-35. Dan did a two-part
article about Yamada for the Nimitz Museum. It included
photos of Yamada with friends and family in good times
Artist depiction of I-58 after striking the USS Indianapolis CA-35
after the war. After the article was published, Dan received
hate mail for showing this person living a normal life
knowing he was responsible for launching the torpedo that
led to the greatest single loss of life in the history of the US
Navy. The hate mail discouraged Dan and he didn’t write
again for several years.
More encounters with Japanese WWII veterans convinced
Dan to tell the Japanese stories from WWII. He still felt
he needed to put a human face on our misunderstood
enemy in WWII. His efforts to meet veterans and learn
their stories firsthand, enabled him to spend a day with
famed Japanese Ace, Saburo Sakai. The life Sakai led in
war and peace and others like him were counter to the
negative stereotypes fostered for years about the Japanese
people and many ordinary soldiers fighting for their
country. This includes, for example, kamikaze pilots who
were fabled to be drunk or crazy and welded into the
cockpits of their aircraft before one last flight. Not true.
Their sacrifice was deemed an honorable death and these
men volunteered knowing their desperate act could
impact the ability of the enemy to wage war on their
homeland and loved ones.

Dan with Kaname Harada - Last Zero Fighter 1

Dan on Iwo Jima.

With WWII Naval Zero pilot Kaname Harada who was at the battles of
Pearl Harbor, Wake Island, Midway, and Guadalcanal.

Interviewing and translating for a
Japanese Iwo Jima vet with the
Iwo Jima Association of America.

With WWII veteran and P-51 pilot, Jerry Yellin

26

Dan proposed the concept of telling the Japanese side of WWII to
over 30 publishers. Only two replied. The first wasn’t interested.
The second was more interested in publishing a coffee table book
of his photographs. Dan did do a coffee table book but it was
about his collection of over 2,000 sake cups. It was well received.
This success and a new ability to self-publish on Amazon has led
to his writing career and five books thus far.
Japanese Military Sake Cups 1894-1945
The Last Zero Fighter
A Tomb called Iwo Jima
The Yalu River Boys
Blossoms from the Sky

Haruo Yoshino was the
navigator on a Type-97
Kate that torpedoed the
USS OKLAHOMA at
Pearl Harbor.

Receiving a medal in Korea on
behalf of his father who was a
POW.

Hideo Suzuki was a Christian. He was a
KATE torpedo Bomber Pilot who
volunteered to pilot an Ohka Baka Bomb

Interviewing the younger sister of a Japanese pilot who crashed
an Ohka into a US ship in 1945.

His next book is about the Battle of Saipan and Japanese tank
crews. Following that will be stories of Japanese Kaiten
submariners, the Battle of Pelielu, a second book about Japanese
aviators, the Battle of the Philippines, and the Japanese Army in
Manchuria. Dan is 57 years old. With it taking 3-4 years to write
a book, he should be done when he is in his 70s. As he said, the
stories shared with him by these soldiers will not be lost with him
one day if he can get this mission done.
Dan is in good health and has been in remission for many years.
He lives with his wife, Spencer, in Rockwall Texas. They have
four cats and two donkeys “Saburro” and “Dominic.”

With his daughter Cindy at the Planes of Fame.

27

Dan’s books can be found on
Amazon and you can contact him
directly to purchase a book and get
a signed copy. Books are $25.00
each and $4.00 shipping.
Dan King’s email:
squidninja2000@yahoo.com
Website:
https://historicalconsulting.com/
Youtube link of his interview:
https://youtu.be/N1OrYPt9QkQ

I’m reading Dan’s newest book
Blossoms from the Sky. I’m going
to ask our best Squadron book
reviewer, Al Benzing, if he’d like
to read and review it for the
newsletter. Please pick up a copy
of one of Dan’s books and let him
know your feedback.
Dan is proud to be a member of
our Squadron and I would be
delighted if he can return to do a
keynote for us at a Squadron
meeting in 2022 at the NAEC.

Ohka K-1 Trainer

True stories from the Japanese pilots who
volunteered to fly an experimental rocketpowered aircraft on a one-way mission to
save their nation from looming defeat. The
Japanese called it the OHKA (cherry
blossom), but to American sailors and fighter
pilots it was known as the BAKA BOMB.
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Photo Album

Tour of the CenTex Wing
At the APHT stop in San Marcos, October 1-3, 2021, CenTex Wing
member Terry Larison showed me around the CenTex Wing hangar.
It is so impressive! As we move to our new Squadron home at DEA,
we can look 225 miles south of Dallas for inspiration. - the Editor
MACHINE SHOP

The Central Texas Wing hangar
was built during World War II as
part of the San Marcos Army
Airfield. The hangar currently
houses six CAF aircraft for which
the Wing has maintenance and
restoration responsibility: the
D-Day veteran C-47 That’s All,
Brother, a very-rare flying P-39Q
Bell Airacobra Big D, the B-25
Mitchell Yellow Rose, an AT-6
Texan Red Tail, the C-45
Expeditor Lone Star Lady, and a
U-3A Administrator Blue Canoe.

Radar dome for TAB.

Terry Larison

https://www.centraltexaswing.org/

OFFICERS CLUB

LIBRARY
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LIBRARY

2ND FLOOR OFFICES

HANGAR VIEW FROM 2ND FLOOR

NEW BRIEFING ROOM

HANGAR FLOOR
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GIFT SHOP AND MUSEUM
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KITCHEN

2ND FLOOR STORAGE

2021 ice storm water damage

3RD FLOOR RAFTERS (OWL CITY)

Awesome facility! Make time to see it when you visit the CenTex Wing. Thank you Terry!
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Feature Story

Lt. Col. Patrick Martin
B-29 Pilot
By Mark Olson

My wife Cathy and I saw FIFI in a hangar in the Metroplex
several years ago where she was getting some maintenance
done. We learned that FIFI would appear at airshows and
could provide rides to the public. At that moment, I knew
someday I would have to arrange for my wife Cathy to ride in
FIFI for two reasons: 1) She was crazy about her Dad, a B-29
pilot in WWII and 2) I thought it would be a sort of bonding
experience for her to get a glimpse of what it was like to ride
in the B-29 as her Dad had done with 26 missions over Japan
in 1945. Our family isn’t good at keeping secrets, but this
time we did and she was totally surprised when I brought her
out to the San Marcos Regional Airport October 3rd. She was
thrilled with the experience and has told everybody who will
listen how cool it was. Got some great photos and memories.
Cathy’s Dad, Patrick J. Martin, was from Detroit, MI. Her grandfather was born in Dublin and moved to the U.S. in
1912. Patrick attended Wayne State University in Michigan, but dropped out to take a good paying job in the auto
industry. He was a Golden Gloves boxer in Detroit with a 32-2 record. He fought in the same gym as Joe Louis and
when he saw Joe got $50 for his first professional fight, he decided that boxing didn’t pay that well.
After working two years in the factory, he got the urge to travel. He left for San Francisco and went to work on
passenger ships as a bell hop, waiter and deck steward. The cruises took him to the Orient, Australia and around the
world. He returned to Detroit in 1939 to the auto industry, but in 1940 he saw that war was inevitable.
Patrick tried to join the U.S. Army Air Corps, but failed the physical. However, he was able to enlist with the Royal
Canadian Air Force in late 1940, where he got his initial flying training. There were 52 in his class; he was one of
the 2 selected to be flying instructors. The other 50 pilots were sent overseas to England (Patrick was not very happy
because he wanted to be a fighter pilot).
In July, 1941, he married his best friend’s sister, Betty Senftleben (Cathy’s Mom). After Pearl Harbor, American
pilots in the RCAF were given the opportunity to transfer back to the U.S. He was made Squadron Commander at
Tyndall AFB and sent to Sebring, FL for training in the B-17, then to Smyrna, Tennessee for training in the B-24 and
Orlando for training in the B-25.
In January, 1945, Patrick was sent to Alamogorda, New Mexico for training on the B-29. He had one 30 minute
flight and was then assigned as an instructor…again. In his first B-29 training flight with two students, the #3 engine
caught fire (the Army Air Corps was having unexplained engine fires on B-29s). Patrick was able to bring the plane
back to the base and land safely. It was the first B-29 that could be studied to determine what was causing the
fires. They discovered the problem and had all B-29s grounded until the problem was rectified. Patrick received the
Air Medal for being able to bring the plane back and land it in one piece.
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At this point in the war, I think the U.S. decided they
needed every able-bodied pilot, including instructors, for
combat duty. Pat’s combat orders finally came and he was
assigned to the 20th Air Force and stationed in Guam. In
his second mission over Japan, his B-29 took a beating
from ack-ack and Japanese Zeros. He managed to get back
to Guam and it was determined the plane was so damaged,
it was decommissioned and used for spare parts. They
named the new plane assigned to him and his crew, "The
City of Athens” (one of the gunners on his crew was from
Athens, Georgia).
Because of his flying ability and his great crew, they were
often chosen to lead the attacks on Japan. They were
known as “The Tokyo Kids” and flew 26 missions over
Japan. Patrick was a little older than many of the young
pilots. At a reunion of his crew in Omaha several years ago, which my wife attended with her Dad, he had eight men
from his crew show up for the reunion…..more than any others! They all told my wife when things got the hairiest on
their missions, his maturity, calm demeanor and sense of humor (not to mention his great flying skills) always got them
home. When ack-ack and the Zeros were the worst, he would tell one of his many jokes to help calm things and get
them through the missions.
Pat has a unique distinction. On his 26th and last mission, he was the Command Pilot in the leading plane, of the
leading squadron, of the leading group (39th Bombardment Group), of the leading wing (314th Wing) of the 20th Air
Force. It proved to be the last daylight raid on the Japanese home islands. This was a raid over the Mitsubishi plant
building the Japanese Zeros. Shortly after this mission, we dropped the first A-bomb! When he was ordered back to
the U.S., he flew in a plane named “War Weary.” He said that is exactly how he felt.

Retiring as a Lt. Colonel after 28 years in the Air Force,
Patrick had received the Distinguished Flying Cross, Air
Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Unit
Citation with one Oak Leaf Cluster, National Defense
Service Medal, American Campaign Medal,
Commendation Ribbon, AF Longevity Award with one
Oak Leaf Cluster, WW II Victory Medal, Asiatic Pacific
Campaign Medal and Joint Services Medal.
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Feature Story

2nd. Lt. Luke McLaurine
B-24 Bombardier and POW
By Konley Kelley

At the Blytheville, AR tour stop over November 5-7, the B-24 crew had a
very special rider. 97-year-old WWII Bombardier and POW 2nd Lt. Luke
McLaurine (pronounced like Ralph Lauren per Luke), flew in a B-24 for
the first time since he jumped out of his crippled B-24 in November 1944.
Here is Luke’s story.
Luke was born in February 1924 in Memphis, TN. His parents met while
working for the Tennessee Central Railway Company. They married in
1918. Luke was their only child. The McLaurines opened a bakery
“McLaurine’s Bakery” in 1922. It was a successful business located just
east of downtown Memphis. Things slowed down at the bakery during the
Great Depression, but the bakery held on. Luke helped out in the back by
cleaning pots and pans.
Luke attended West Tennessee State Normal School. He was not the best
student but exceled in music and learned to play the saxophone, clarinet
and oboe along with being a member of the school’s marching band.
He was in Boy Scouts. His scout leader was a private pilot and took Luke up one day. He also built models and
became interested in aircraft design. When he has some free time, he’d go watch planes take off and land at the
local airport.
Luke was at home studying for his English class when his mom called to tell him the Japanese attacked Pearl
Harbor. Because he was 17 years old, Luke knew what this meant. After graduation, he went to Georgia Tech
University to student engineering. This was a little too far from home by train so he switched to Mississippi
State. He also joined the US Army Air Corps reserves and got notice to attend Basic on his 19th birthday.
Basic training was in Miami, FL. The military commandeered a bunch of hotels. Luke took well to marching
after years of being in a marching band at school. The experience was enjoyable except for “getting the shots.”
He also knew a lot of the other cadets because many from his area were called up at the same time, so he
regularly saw classmates and friends from Memphis and college. Unfortunately, someone found out he also spent
a lot of time in the kitchen at his parent’s bakery so he did a lot of KP, which he said wasn’t so bad.
Luke was not a big guy. He was only 5’ 3” tall. This made physical training and combat exercises rough with
others much bigger and more limber than he was.
He was transferred to another army base at Davidson College outside Charlotte, NC. Here he got his first flying
lessons and joined the base marching band.
He knew it was only a matter of time before they got their orders to go overseas. He wanted to become a combat
pilot but learned he was colorblind, disqualifying him from flight school.
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There were two other options: Navigator and Bombardier. The Navigator
quota was met so he signed up for Bombardier. This sent him to Stark
AFB in Santa Ana, CA as a member of Bombardier Squadron 80 for
preflight training. It was late summer 1943.
He learned morse code and trained on .30 and .50 caliber turrets mounted
to flat cars. They also did target practice from the back of a moving pickup truck. He was granted seven days leave around the holidays but stayed
in Santa Ana because six of the seven days would have been on a train.
His bombardier training was on a 10 ft. platform called a Snyder with a
Norden bombsite on the top. Later they upgraded to twin-engine
Lockheed AT-11. It had a plexiglass nose and porthole window in the rear
where a camera was set-up to capture their practice runs. They carried six
100 lbs. bombs filled with blue dye. The target was a circle with a 300
and 500 ft. radius marked. They’d drop about 60 bombs a day. All his hits
were within 300 ft of center, which was very good.
They also received 40 hours of weather training
and advanced to gunnery training on a B-17, where
they were expected to be familiar with every gun
position. It is true they gave a solemn oath if their
plane was going down to destroy the Norden
gunsight so it would not be captured by the enemy.
He wonders how many bombardiers thought to do
that if worse came to worst.

1st. Lt. Luke McLaurine

Luke was sent to Biggs Field in El Paso, TX where
he met his crew, a group of men from all over the
country. His pilot was also from Tennessee. He
did a little navigator training using the celestial
navigation finder although later when based in
Italy were always over or near land so they’d know
their bearings.
His trip across the Atlantic was aboard a Swedish
ship, the Kungsaw. They landed in Liverpool and
drove to the reinforcement depot at night at over
60 mph without headlights (which freaked him
out). There were only two barracks at the
replacement depot for 15-20 crews so the
accommodations were very crowded. The were
ordered to Tortorella AFB in Italy as part of the
15th AF / 464th BGH. On board their C-87 was
General Benjamin Davis on his way to visit his son
in the Red Tails unit. General Davis gave them a
great briefing on Italy and what it would be like to
be stationed there. They stayed overnight in
Seated: John Furman, Copilot; L-R: Luke McLaurine, Bombardier;
Morocco in tents, which was very uncomfortable
Marlin Fuller, Navigator; Ben Routand, Pilot (Italy, 1944)
because they outfitted in their winter uniforms.
At Tortorella AFB, they were not assigned a specific B-24 Liberator but they did frequently fly in one
named “Southern Comfort.” Luke’s first mission was to bomb the Esso oil refineries on the Danube River
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near Bucharest, Romania. On a mission to Austria, the ball turret lost electricity trapping the ball turret gunner.
Thanks to Luke’s size, he was able to squeeze into the ball turret and help remove the crewman. He hooked him up
to oxygen and warmed him up. Later missions included bombing railway bridges, enemy airfields, and more oil
refineries. They made repeat trips to Munich and Vienna.
The big board at briefing was map with a string denoting their route from base to target. The crews were unhappy
when the target was Vienna. They usually encountered only 10-12 minutes of flak. Over Vienna, the flaks was
sustained for 30 minutes or more. On one trip, the flak took out an elevator and the pilot lost control of the aircraft.
They stalled out at 4,000 ft. but recovered although he and the crew were pretty banged up.
On his 20th mission to bomb railyards in Munich, they lost three engines. Rapidly losing altitude with mountains
below, the crew bailed at 12,000 ft. Luke’s time in the air was only seconds before he found himself hanging upside
down from a tree. He cut his parachute loose and fell headfirst into a snowbank. When he woke up, he was under
guard by a young boy with a rifle. Another boy brought some German soldiers who captured Luke and all the
members of his crew in roughly two hours. Thankfully, the entire crew survived the bailout. They were kept in a
town nearby for two nights then taken by truck to an airfield in Munich. Luke was taken to Frankfurt and
interrogated by a German Major. Luke was amazed the Major knew most details of his mission and was even
knowledgeable about current events in Tennessee and public figures back home.
Luke said he wasn’t scared. Most of the time he and the fellow POWs were unaware of what was going on and
confused. His mood was seriously brightened when he saw a friend from Memphis who was in Boy Scouts with
him. It blew his mind to find him while 4,000 miles away in enemy territory.
With the rank of 1st Lt., Luke was held with other officers at Stalag Luft III in Zagan, Poland. The food was bad but
their overall treatment was OK. They exercised by walking the perimeter of the camp. Some prisoners carried cloth
bags with dirt to disperse after it was brought up from escape tunnels being dug.
The Red Cross would come to the camp with food parcels.
Luke saved his food which came in handy when the camp was
moved to another location which was a 10 day trip by foot and
very little rest. Some of his food was stolen but he saved
enough to sustain him on the hard trip. They arrived in Stalag
XIA near Nuremberg. This camp was more primitive. The
guards were more lax than the previous camp so instead of
being herded into their barracks during air raids, the prisoners
were able to stay outside and watch the action.
By April 1945, the Allies were close. The prisoners were
moved again. Someone was smart enough to paint POW on a
cloth visible to aircraft. They traveled for 18 days with no
food. The guards would allow the prisoners to forage. Luke
remembers digging up turnips in a field. He said dirt never
stated so good.

POW identification card

They arrived at Stalag 7A near Moosburg, the largest POW
camp in WWII. The camp was extremely overcrowded.
Luke’s was in a tent near the camp’s perimeter. He watched a
farmer driving a truck spreading fertilizer on a field. Without
warning, it was struck by a missile. Seeing this happen before
his eyes really shook him up. Two days later a battle was
Stalag 7A near Moosburg, Germany
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fought near the camp. There were some stray bullets but the only injury in the camp was a prisoner hit in the
behind. Later an American tank came through the front gate. It was swarmed by excited POWs who climbed on
the tank until it was hidden from sight. Luke heard from a POW who was brought inside the tank that the row
where shells were mounted was stocked with bottles of wine. As he said, “those armor guys knew how to fight.”
12 C-47s were ready to transport the liberated POWs.
Luke’s plane refueled in Nancy, France. They were
offered a chance to leave the plane for a few
moments but no one wanted to get out. Their
destination was Camp Lucky Strike. There they got
hot showers, soup and new uniforms after being
dusted with DDT. Luke was over 130 lbs. when he
was flying. His weight was now 98 lbs. He and other
former POWs were cautioned to only eat a few bites
of food because their stomachs had shrunk.
The good news is Luke’s parents had known all along
he was captured and a POW. The Red Cross took
mail from the POWs but none of Luke’s messages got
through. Another POWs family that knew Luke’s
parents saw Luke mentioned in a note from their son
and rushed over to the bakery to tell them.
Luke returned to the US aboard a liberty ship. Although the Germans surrendered, the ship still zigzagged on the
off-chance a German U-Boat didn’t know the war was over.
In Atlanta, Luke got paid for the first time since his capture. $325.00 for each month, and a little more than he
expected because he was promoted to 2nd Lt. Arriving in Memphis, his parents scanned the disembarking
passengers but didn’t recognize him. He whistled to get their attention.
Luke had 90 days leave and worked in the bakery making donuts. The Japanese surrendered so he was spared a trip
to the Pacific. In December 1945 he was discharged. Luke joined the USAF reserves and flew as a navigator on a
C-46 dropping paratroops in training. Recognizing his experience as a bombardier, Luke was stationed in
Barksdale, AZ and began flying on B-29s with the 376th BG. His Squadron was relocated to Elgin, FL. In 1946, he
married Bonnie, she and Luke’s three daughters joined him on base in Florida.
After this third discharges (1 – as an Army cadet to
join the USAAC, 2 – after being liberated and
WWII ended, 3- in 1953). He and his family
returned to Memphis and he resumed working in
his parent’s bakery. Luke took over the bakery
after his parents retired and operated it until 1994.
He is regarded as a master cookie baker.
He is very proud of his three daughters who, with
his encouragement, all earned their private pilot’s
license.
Luke’s wife Bonnie passed away in 2012. His
family is scattered about but get together often to
see Luke, who remains in Memphis.
McLaurine’s Bakery in Memphis TN circa 1960
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Luke remains active and, at the age of 95 on Memorial Day, he parachuted out of an aircraft – this time by choice.
Glenn Witham, a volunteer with Forever Young Senior
Veterans Organization, helped arrange Luke’s travel
for this ride flight on Diamond Lil. His wartime
position on the B-24 was in the nose so it was
fascinating for him to sit behind the pilots and watch
them run through the checklist and fly the plane.
Fortunately, no crisis on this trip and they landed
gently on terra firma, his first flight aboard a B-24
since his bailout on November 16, 1944.
I asked Luke how he wants to be remembered, he said,
“I hope I was a good baker and made people happy.”
Thank you for serving your country Luke and running
a beloved bakery for years in your community. The
memories of McLaurine’s Bakery are a part of the rich
history of Memphis.

Luke McLaurine age 95 skydiving on Memorial Day 2019
Source: West Tennessee Skydiving

Luke and Glen Witham
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Photo Album

FIFI and Diamond Lil
@ Wings Over Dallas 2021
DAVID O’CONNOR

Thank you to all the photographers who contributed photos for this issue – The Editor

TOM GRIFFITH
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JEREMY OTT
*Editors choice

DYLAN PHELPS
*Editors choice
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Editor’s Corner

Call of Duty Vanguard trailer
https://youtu.be/H8VqC_y4u8U?t=1

The Guns of Navarone
On 11/5/21, Call of Duty Vanguard launched. It is a single/multiplayer first-person WWII combat video game. Although part of the
Call of Duty family, an extremely successful videogame franchise,
early reviews are not great. Will it be a hit if it doesn’t sell 15 million
copies like the others? In the Flyer archive, see my Editors Corner
from the Nov/Dec 2017 issue for my view on WWII-themed games
and the top five most influential WWII video games in history *at the
time

Face it. Your average 10 year old is playing these games and learning more about WWII history from the game
storylines then they learn in school. We can debate the pros/cons, but games inspired by WWII will always be popular.
Sadly, the most successful video game franchise in history is Grand Theft Auto.
When I was a kid in the 1970’s, no video games existed. I made scale models
and waged battles in the backyard mud with my army men and toys. I also had
the Marx Toys “Guns of Navarone” playset. It was a 2 1/2 ft. plastic mountain
with dozens of US/German soldiers, vehicles and, of course, those famous
guns. Unwrapping that huge box on Christmas morning…nothing will
ever top that. The movie starring Gregory Peck, David Niven, and
Anthony Quinn premiered in 1961. Alistair MacLean’s novel came out
in 1957. I don’t think I cared about any of that and probably didn’t see
the movie until VCRs came out. It was just a really, really fun toy.
Back then it retailed for about $15. I can’t afford to buy it now $$$
Those days, I was a paperboy with bags of rubber bands to wrap my
papers before I tossed them from my bike on neighbor’s lawns. My
friends came over and we’d position the troops on Navarone, then
pick them off with my rubber bands. Oh…the memories.
When I’ve interviewed many of you, I’ve asked about
your toys growing up. It is fun to remember. In the
next Flyer, I’m thinking about doing an article about
WWII comic books. Anyone read those as a kid?
I hope Santa is good to you this year!
Merry Christmas Squadron!

The flyer WANTS YOU!

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter. If you are a
veteran, please tell us your story. Squadron members continually meet veterans at the hangar, on tour and in
everyday life – let us know their stories. We’re also looking for contributors for “This Month in History” and
news spotlighting our aircraft and members.
Thank you and “Keep ‘Em Flying!”
Konley Kelley
THE FLYER editor
konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron

Mailing Address:
PO Box 763577
Dallas, TX 75376
United States of America

www.cafB-29b24.org
www.AirPowerTour.org
972-387-2924 (Hangar)
432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)
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