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B-29/B-24 Squadron
Officer & Staff Listing

Position Name Telephone E-mail

Squadron Leader Neils Agather 817-946-9950 vnagather@agathertx.com

Executive Officer Tom Travis 972-241-8102 TomTravis@aol.com

Adjutant & Personnel 
Officer

Debbie Travis King 469-688-1709 Squadadjutant@gmail.com

Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800 rgarvis@cafhq.org

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357 goliver@behringerharvard.com

Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter 580-471-3048 obreiter@cableone.net

Operations Officer & B-29 
Tour Coordinator

David Oliver 630-853-9624 B29ops@gmail.com

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250 kmpardon@yahoo.com

Ride Captain Jon Oliver 312-925-6184 jake8350@gmail.com

Safety & Training Officer

B-29 Scheduling Officer

John Flynn 717-632-4497 jnaflynn@embarqmail.com

B-24 Go Team Leader Allen Benzing 214-707-2726 albenzing@gmail.com

B-24 Scheduling Officer Jim Neill 214-762-5891 jakat2@verizon.net

Facility Manager Jim Neill 214-762-5891 jakat2@verizon.net

Appearance Captain Henry Bordelon 972-406-0644 pixiee@sbcglobal.net

Docent Emeritus Jack Bradshaw 214-987-1963 jackbradshaw@sbcglobal.net

Webmaster Rick Greer rgreer4@gmail.com

The Flyer Editor Konley Kelley 214-995-5184 konartist@verizon.net
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• Summer 2014 AirPower History Tour Schedule
• Officer Reports 
• Diamond LilB-24 Go Team Report
• “Keep Diamond LilFlying” Fundraiser & Website
• Member News
• 2014 Squadron Meetings & Activities Schedule
• Maintenance Flyer and Photo Feature
• Book Review My Father, My Friends - Memories of World War II by Al Benzing
• Special Feature “Lt. Don Horsfall”by Konley Kelley
• Special Feature “How Diamond Lil connected Toronto to Rochester across 70 years”

by Greg Trobridge
• Editor’s Corner
• Squadron Contact Information

Special Feature:
“1st Lt. Don Horsfall”
By Konley Kelley

Photo by Johnny Gregg 
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Summer Tour B FIFI
Coeur D’Alene July 7-9
Boise, ID July 10-13
Provo, UT July 15-16
Salt Lake City, UT July 17-20
Grand Junction, CO July 21-23
Fort Collins, CO July 24-27
Pueblo, CO July 29-30
Sante Fe, NM July 31-Aug 3

Fall Tour Sep 19-Oct 1
Dallas WWII EXPO Oct 3-5
CAF AirSho Oct 10-12
Check   www.AirPowerTour.org for tour updates and news on other aircraft joining FIFI andLil.
*Schedule subject to change.

Summer Tour B Diamond Lil
Dupage, IL July 25-27
AirVenture Oshkosh, WI July 28-Aug 3
Kalamazoo, MI August 4-6
Willow Run, MI August 7-10
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Squadron Report
It is a challenge to write something worthy of the fine Flyer 
Kon puts out. Our trusty Flyer editor literally outdoes 
himself with every issue. Each one is astounding and 
outstanding. I just don't know how he can put out one great 
issue and then, when it is time for the next one, he puts 
together an issue that is still better. When you get a minute, 
please let him know how much you enjoy the Flyer.

FIFI and Lil continue to perform well and wow the crowds. 
We have had a few maintenance setbacks with a little engine
trouble on FIFI and gear problems on Lil. However, between the volunteers and Rick, Don and 
Ben, we have maintained the schedule. All in all, these tours are going well. We have had to work a 
little harder, but the tour stops are a success. We are in the waning stages of Tour B and the summer 
is only half over. We still have a number of fun stops, including Midland, our own Dallas show and 
the New Orleans show with the WW II Museum.

I hope to see you all there. 

Neils Agather
Squadron Leader

FIFI landing at Paine Field, Everett, WA
Photo by James Polivka
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Executive Officer
Report

Tom Travis
Executive Officer

Debbie Travis King and Tom Travis aboard Diamond Lil
Photo by Raymond Jeffcoat

As the western summer tour draws to a close, FIFI is headed 
back to Texas. Meanwhile, Diamond Lilwill be headed to 
Oshkosh at the end of July.

Ever been to Oshkosh? It’s been called the greatest aviation 
show on earth. There is something for everyone interested in 
aviation. If it flies you can probably find it at Oshkosh. If 
you go, take a big hat, plenty of sunscreen, a backpack for
all the freebies and some comfortable walking shoes. Plan on at least three days to see most of it 
and a week if you want to see it all.

By the time you read this our editor, Kon Kelley, will be enjoying a much deserved vacation 
backpacking in the mountains of California. Have a great trip, Kon and thanks for all the great 
work you do in putting out The Flyer each month.

See you at the next meeting on August 16 at RBD.
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Maintenance 
Report

Maintenance 
Report

Don Obrieter
Maintenance Officer

It is mid-summer and both of our airplanes are holding up 
and performing great! There have been a few problems here 
and there, which is to be expected. Our maintenance crew 
has taken care of them and kept things going. FIFI and Lil
have been through their scheduled summer maintenance 
check-ups and both are ready to keep touring.

Doing this type of maintenance while out on the road is 
logistically difficult. In saying that, I can’t thank Brad

(L-R) Phillip, Gordon, Charlie and Larry in Marion, IL 

Pilgrim, Charlie Rodriguez and the CAF’s Missouri Wing for the above and beyond call of duty 
help they provided getting these maintenance stops set up and the work completed. They overcame 
a lot of behind the scenes potential show-stoppers for us and we couldn’t have accomplished what 
we did without them! Believe me, it’s not easy to scrounge up a barrel of B-29 oil or find jacks to 
lift a B-24 just anywhere, but they figured out how to get it done.

Also, back in Fort Worth, there are still a lot of things needing to be moved and set up. Don’t think 
for a minute that when the planes are out on the road there is nothing going on at the hangar. Any 
and all help is certainly appreciated and very much needed!
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Training & Safety 
Report

John Flynn
Safety Officer

REMEMBER, IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

We’re over halfway through another busy summer tour 
season.  Diamond Lilsafely completed her East Coast tour 
and will soon set out for Oshkosh and her other scheduled 
Midwest tour stops.  FIFI’s Summer “A” Tour to the West 
Coast is complete and the Summer “B” Tour through the 
Western states is well underway.

Our summer tours this year presented many challenges. 
However, the hard work, long hours and safety-first approach 
by our squadron members helped keep the tours on track. 
I had the opportunity to help out on FIFI’s Summer Tour and
it was great to have several new squadron members on the tour training to be crew members. New 
member Dale Harmer joined us in Bakersfield and stayed through Paine Field.  New members 
Glenn and Mary Mount joined us in Modesto and Truitt Harper joined us in Everett.

Our group of new members on the tour also included some younger guys who came out to work the 
tour and also train as crew members. Jack Vos is working the entire tour from its start at Meacham, 
in May, through Midland in August. Tyler Rhoades joined us in Olympia.  Wilson Meador joined 
us in Everett.  Tyler and Wilson will also stay with the tour through Midland.

A special thanks to all these new members who have stepped up to the plate this year.  I’m certain 
the youth and exuberance of the younger members will help us continue to do what we do, far into 
the future.

Safety must continue to be first in all that we do as we continue our training and perform our 
squadron’s mission during the remainder of the tour season.

Photo by Chet Manly
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PIO Report
Winding down. As I write this we are looking at only 4 more stops for the  
B-29 Summer Tour B. The next two, Grand Junction and Fort Collins, are 
ready to go -- meaning the ads are placed and the press releases written and 
distributed. In fact, we have already had two advance articles in Fort Collins 
-- that usually translates into a good crowd. Sam Hoskins and Charley 
Rodriguez have done a wonderful job promoting the B-24 in Marion. I am 
headed to Dupage Airport the end of the week where we will have the B-24 
and Stearman on the ramp for Dupage Airport Community Days. I think 
both airplanes will do very well there. Then on to Oshkosh, Willow Run and 
Kalamazoo with the B-24 before we get a bit of a break.

I will be at Oshkosh all week next week and, for the first time ever, 
completely jobless for the event. Looking forward to enjoying all of the 
friends I always hope to see, but never have time to visit while I'm there.

I just returned from Dallas where we did some planning for the upcoming CAF Air Expo at Dallas Executive 
Airport October 3 through 5. We are teaming up with headquarters for the event. It should be a great display of 
CAF assets -- the Red Tail Squadron will be bringing the Rise Abovetraveling exhibit and P-51 Tuskegee 
Airmen. FIFI, Diamond Lil, Sentimental Journey, Gunfighter,the SB2C, R4D and many others will also be on the 
ramp. I have to say the collaboration between units that will be possible at this location will prove to be a great 
thing for all of us.

I will leave you with two videos shared by a photographer who flew with us in Seattle then came out to photograph 
the airplane at Coeur d'Alene as well.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dP_deoWLRio&feature=youtu.be

Take Off at CDA

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?v=422101397932508&set=vb.207499749392675&type=2&theater

Landing at CDA

Video by James Polivka
PilotsEyePhotography

That's all folks.

Kim Pardon
PIO

http://fox13now.com/2014/07/19/historic-b-29-superfortress-comes-to-utah-tours-available-through-sunday/

Fox 13 Coverage of FIFI’s
arrival in Salt Lake City, UT
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B-24 Go Team Report
Diamond Lil'sB-24 Summer Tour A was successfully completed through the hard work of many 
in the Squadron.  Lil has been on a three week hiatus in Marion, IL where she is drawing a lot of 
attention.  Dr. Charlie Rodriguez has been the driving force forLil in Marion by arranging tours 
and encouraging sign ups for ride flights. 

This period provided the opportunity for maintenance in preparation for Tour B.  Crew Chief 
Rick and Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter traveled north to take on the tasks.  Assistant Crew 
Chief Don Thurston also made the trek to work on Lil during Tour A, keeping us on schedule.  
Thanks guys for keeping her running great!

We've been posting additional ride flights at all the ride locations.  It's great to see the draw that 
Lil has, which allows us to do these tours and fulfill our mission.

Larry Dauer, an SIU Intern, will accompany us on Tour B.  Congratulations on your new A & P 
Certificate Larry and Welcome Aboard!

Tour B begins on July 24th:
Marion, IL - with 4 ride flights.
DuPage, IL - aircraft tours and 3 ride flights.
Oshkosh, WI - aircraft tours and an Airshow flight with the warbirds on Friday.  
Kalamazoo, MI  - Air Zoo will have aircraft tours and 2 ride flights. 
Willow Run, MI - aircraft tours, 3 ride flights and 2 Airshow flights.  
Lil will head south on Monday, August 11th with a stop in Marion, IL and on to Ft Worth 
Meacham.  

Visit www.AirPowerTour.orgfor 
dates and details!

I appreciate the long hours from 
everyone supporting Lil !

Thanks to all who work to Keep' m Flying.

Al Benzing
B-24 Go Team Leader
albenzing@gmail.com

Al Benzing all smiles aboard Diamond Lil 
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Member News
July, 2014

http://www.b29b24px.org/

For Squadron gear and merchandise, 
don’t forget to visit the Px!

Membership Info
If you have any membership questions, 
please feel free to contact me at 
squadadjutant@gmail.com
Dues and new member applications 
can be mailed to: 

Debbie King
13562 Braemar Drive
Dallas, Texas 75234
B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant
469-688-1709

Squadron adjutant, Debbie King

Congratulations to Bob Kirby for 
winning the Stearman ride.  Come 
see Bob and our new members fly in 
the Stearman at the August 16 
meeting at Dallas Executive Airport.

Squadron member, Henry Bordelon showing off his new CAF tan flight suit 
with lots of extra pazazz.

Squadron members enjoying lunch at Delta Charlie’s before 
the June Monthly Meeting at Dallas Executive Airport
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2014 Squadron
Meetings & Activities

August Monthly Meeting
and Ice Cream Social
Saturday, August 16
1:00 p.m. at Dallas Executive Airport
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Maintenance 
Report

Maintenance 
Report

Don Obrieter
Maintenance Officer
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Photo Feature

Maintenance Stop
FIFI and Diamond Lil

Lending a hand with Lil - Kyle Householder,               
Larry Dauer and Mark Straeter. ~CCR 

Don starting engines

And, we’re done!
Gear swings on Lil

Intern Wilson working on the other side of #2

Intern Jack working on #2

Our interns ready for a flight

Lil on jacks

Maintenance is on-going as crowds check out FIFI
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Book Review

My Father, My Friends
Memories of World War II

My Father, My Friends ~ Memories of World War II ~
By Sparky Barnes Sargent
First Edition – May 2014
ISBN: 978-0-9818238-3-6

My Father, My Friendscontains a series of intriguing 
real-life WW II Pilot narratives expertly derived from 
documents and first person interviews.  It's a tall order 
to gather information from 70 years ago, decipher and 
combine it with interviews to create an accurate and 
readable account of events.  Sparky Barnes Sargent
shows her expertise by unraveling those experiences 
and presenting them as first-person accounts that draw 
the reader into each story.  

I met Sparky at AirVenture 2013 where she visited our B-24 Liberator and told me the story of her father's B-24 
mission.  A year later, it was with great interest that I read her book on her father's WWII experiences and those of 
her WWII friends.

The emotions of young men is evident in the daunting challenges they faced again and again. From the risks of 
learning to fly in a wartime environment, to repeated combat missions and the tremendous loss when friends are shot 
down or mangled in fearsome Kamikaze attacks.One cannot help but be impressed with the abilities and resolve of 
these young men.

A unique aspect of this book is the parallel account of former crewmates who travelled different paths as the war 
progressed.  Sparky's father, Homer Barnes, flew as the Radar Operator on a B-24 mission against a U-Boat during 
which he was wounded.  He later transitioned to Pilot training while his former crewmates went to battle on B-24's 
in the Pacific.  The combination of these crew stories adds a "what if" perspective that is not often explored.
The inclusion of glider pilot's stories adds a great deal to this book.  While I was aware of the use of gliders, I 
learned much about the extent of pilot training - indeed a risky endeavor - and was surprised at the number and 
complexity of missions these men flew.  Heroic men, by any measure.

There are many books on fighter pilots and their missions during WW II, but the included fighter stories are special.  
It was impressive to read the number of different aircraft flown, the wide range of missions and the seemingly 
reckless abandon they had in being always ready to Attack, Attack, Attack, regardless of the enemy defenses.  
Above and Beyond the Call of Duty!

This is a well-researched, skillfully written, book with much history to offer anyone interested in the pilots and 
missions of WW II.

My Father, My Friendsand other books by 
Sparky Barnes Sargent are available at:
www.lulu.com/spotlight/dgaenterprises

Allen Benzing - Pilot 
B-29/B-24 Squadron
Commemorative Air Force
B-24 Liberator - Diamond Lil
albenzing@gmail.com
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Special Feature

“1 st Lt. Don Horsfall”
By Konley Kelley

amateur radio contact with Don Heywood.   Bob shared Don’s 
contact info with me.  I traded e-mails with Don and we spoke 
earlier this month.

Don has no recollection of his father, Lt. Don Horsfall.   He was 
just nine months old when his father, a B-29 pilot and aircraft 
commander, was killed in action.  He has a precious picture of him 
and his father.  He also has memories shared by his mother.  
Although his mother remarried, she was forever burdened with the
grief of losing her first husband during the war.   The students of 
Kalamazoo Central High School, in Kalamazoo, MI, compiled 
tributes to the community’s heroes who did not return home from 
the war.  This included a seven-page biography and tribute to

During the Spring tour, CAF Squadron 
member, Bob Kirby, made an airborne

Lt. Horsfall with recollections from those who knew him and 
some history of his life and military service.  According to Don, 
we mourn our losses from war and honor and remember their 
names but we should not forget the other casualties of war, the 
families who loved and lost.  Don’s mother can be counted 
among them.  She carried a photo of her and Lt. Horsfall, until 
her death in 2004.  And, as Don told me, she had no closure with
him having been lost at sea – only a telegram from the war 
department and a few letters of condolence.

Unique to the historical record of Lt. Horsfall’s service is a film 
documenting an inspection from General Hap Arnold of Lt. 
Horsfall and his crew just prior to their departure for Saipan.  It is 
an incredible moment and I have included a link to this video 
w/audio on a site called Critical Past.   The sound is a little hard 
to hear so turn up your speakers.1st Lt. Don Horsfall and his wife, 

Barbara on their wedding day

1st Lt. Don Horsfall and his baby boy

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMC_jg93YyQ

You can also see a short clip of Lt. Horsfall in this newsreel footage “Saipan: Base for the B-29’s”

http://www.criticalpast.com/video/65675051679_General-Henry-Arnold_B-29-Super-Fortress_Barney-Giles_Bolling-Field
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1st Lt. Horsfall began his military training enlisting in the Army Air Corps on March, 20, 1942.  
He did his primary training at Thunderbird Field, in Glendale, AZ.  After 10 hours of flying, his 
instructor ordered him to solo.  He ground-looped the plane onto its back.  He was humiliated and 
afraid he’d be washed out.  His instructor told him he had confidence in him and encouraged him 
to stick with the program.  Lt. Horsfall would become a skilled and accomplished pilot.

He did his basic at Marana Field in Tucson, AZ and his advanced at Marfa Field in Texas.  He was 
commissioned as a 2nd Lt. and spent another year at Deming, NM training with bombardiers and 
fellow pilots.  In July, 1944 he was ordered to Clovis, NM to be trained on B-29’s.

When Lt. Horsfall got his first 
plane, he and his crew were 
ordered to Washington to meet 
General Arnold – as documented in 
the video.  Lt. Horsfall’s plane did 
not have a name so he received 
permission from the General to call 
it Hap’s Delivery Wagon.  Don has 
made model of his father’s B-29 
and its unique nose art.

After arriving at their base in Saipan, Lt. Horsfall and his crew made good on their pledge to 
General Arnold by flying the lead plane on the first mission to bomb Nagoya, Japan.  They were 
assigned to the 73rd Bomb Wing, 498th Bomb Group, 873rd Squadron.

The airfield on the rugged island of Saipan was surrounded by high cliffs.  An opening was cut to 
allow B-29’s to take off.  On Lt. Horsfall’s fifth mission, Hap’s Delivery Wagonwas undergoing 
maintenance so they set out in another B-29.  Almost immediately after take-off they lost two 
engines.  The landing gear was also disabled.  Their request to belly land was denied and he was 
directed out to sea for a water landing.  Off the coast, a destroyer was stationed 24/7 to aid 
downed B-29 crews.  Lt. Horsfall’s plane broke-up on impact.  The Navigator, Flight Engineer 
and CFC Gunner survived.  Lt. Horsfall and seven other crewman were killed.  Four of the crew 
members, including Lt. Horsfall, were from Michigan.

Lt. Horsfall’s wife, Barbara, received a letter written by General Arnold:
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Mrs. Don Horsfall

It is with deep regret that I learned that your husband, Lt. Don Olin Horsfall, died in action in the Central 
Pacific area on December 27, 1944.  

Not quite two months ago at Bolling Field, I spent quite a bit of time with your husband.  It was there I 
entrusted to him a message, written on the casing of a bomb, to the warlords of Tokyo from the Army Air 
Forces, reminding them that we had not forgotten their deeds and that our planes would return again and 
again to repay them.  He accomplished this mission, delivering the message with telling effect on one of the 
first air raids to the heart of Japan.  He was thoughtful enough to think to send me a report that he had 
delivered my message.  I shall never forget that.

Having known your husband personally, I can testify to those qualities of his – sincerity and loyalty – so 
essential in top-notch officers which is further attested to by the high esteem in which he was held by his 
associates for his indomitable spirit and his fine ability as a leader.  In every respect he was a credit to his 
command, and we feel keenly that his passing is a real loss to the Army Air Forces.  

He served his country faithfully and well, and gave his life to further its cause.  I am sure the memory of this 
will add to your pride for him, and I extend my heartfelt sympathy to you and other members of your family in 
your loss.

General H. H. Arnold
January 8, 1945

Lt. Horsfall’s son, Don Horsfall Heywood joined the Navy and was a 3rd class radio operator on 
the USS Sailfish.He married Cony in Kalamazoo in 1964.  They raised three children.  Don retired
as a Master Chief Radioman in 1987 after 26 years in the service.  Today he and Cony live in North 
Charleston, SC and all of their children and grandchildren live nearby.

He has few photographs and mementoes from his father’s past and has donated some items to the 
CAF.  Thanks to a remarkable moment in history captured on film, he can forever watch his 22-
year old father, 1st Lt. Don Horsfall, proudly introducing his crew to General Arnold just before 
flying their B-29 thousands of miles to join other young airmen fighting for their country.



“How Diamond Lil 
connected Toronto to 

Rochester across 70 years”*
*and via one US Army Air Base in Italy

by Greg Trobridge
(with additional material 
from John Bertram)

June 2014 – Diamond Lil comes to Buffalo, NY (video frame and photo by John Bertram

Special Feature

Shortly before Diamond Lil headed to Buffalo, NY this summer, we received an e-mail from John Bertram of 
Toronto Canada.  Bertram’s great-uncle-in-law was T/Sgt Thomas White, who was lost over Greece when his B-
24 was shot down in September of 1944.  Like so many descendants of the “Greatest Generation”, the family of 
Tom White knows only fragments of his service, but Bertram has been working to assemble a documentary about 
White called “Just One Life”.  Bertram had a special guest he was hoping would be able to accompany him to 
Buffalo that week making Diamond Lil’s visit very special…

But first a bit about T/Sgt. Thomas White.  White’s parents and older sister had immigrated to Canada from 
Scotland in early 1908, settling in Kingston (on the north shore of Lake Ontario, about three hours east of 
Toronto).  Thomas Leitch White Jr. was born late that same year.  It was from Kingston that White’s father (Tom 
Sr.) enlisted in the Canadian Army and returned to the U.K. just eight years after emigrating, to serve as a medical 
support worker during World War I.  In 1926, his son Thomas White Jr. — though not yet eighteen — moved 
across the lake to Rochester, New York; settling there and becoming a US citizen in 1935.  

In late 1942, despite nearing his 34th birthday, White received his  call to serve" and was inducted into the USAAF. 
So while his younger brothers back in Kingston began donning Canadian army uniforms, the longtime employee of 
Yawman & Erbe (the prominent Rochester-based manufacturer of office furniture and equipment) found himself 
training as a Radio Operator and Waist Gunner — at Sioux Falls, SD and Tyndall Field, FL respectively —
followed by crew training at Casper, WY; eventually being assigned to the 829th Squadron of the Fifteenth Air 
Force’s newly-formed 485th Bomb Group, based at Venosa, Italy.

In the Spring of 1944, before knowing where he was to be posted, White was able to visit his parents, siblings, 
nieces & nephews back at the family home in Kingston. Prints of many of the pictures taken that day now bear the 
poignant inscription “Tom’s last leave” — though on that actual day none of the children present could have 
imagined this would be the last time any of them would get to see their “exotic” (he was American, after all!), 
much-loved — and always gift-bearing — Uncle Tommy. 



Spring, 1944 ~ This picture shows Tom White (4th from left), his mother & father (in front), and his 
seven brothers and sisters outside the family home in Kingston, Ontario.  [White family archives]

Some three months after this 10-person portrait was taken, Tom was living with a new and quite different family: 
ten men in two simple tents, on a newly-constructed US Army Air base, in the now Allied-controlled section of 
central Italy. 

On June 23, 1944, with the battle sounds of D-Day still echoing across the northern coast, Tom and his crew joined 
the invasion of Nazi-occupied Europe from the south, flying a seven-hour mission to strike at an oil storage facility 
in Giurgiu, Romania. This was the first of 34 sorties Tom and his crew were assigned to fly over the next three 
months — targeting installations near Budapest, Vienna, and Bucharest; northern Italy and southern France; 
through Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, and into Germany itself: at Munich, Friedrichshafen, and three times each to 
the heavily defended installations at Blechhmammer (the dreaded “Black Hammer”) and the notorious oil fields of 
Ploesti Romania — each mission aimed directly at the industrial infrastructure fuelling Hitler’s war machine. 

Tom and his crewmates were only 
another sortie or two away from 
reaching their goal of 50 mission credits 
(meaning they could return to the United 
States) when they were alerted for a 
mission on Sunday, September 24, 
1944.  This mission was supposed to be 
a short hop over to the railyards of 
Salonika, in the northern part of Nazi-
occupied Greece. At the briefing that 
morning the mission was described as a 
routine “milk run”, with little if any, 
resistance expected. But the flak turned 
out to be as heavy and as accurate as 
any they’d encountered before, and the 
485th lost two planes that day. 

Prior to November 1944, 50 
missions were required to 
complete a tour of duty — but 
Tom White’s own mission 
summary shows that some 
sorties were counted as 
“Double”, earning 2 mission 
credits each. 

(This point system appears to 
have been a not always 
consistently applied calculation 
based on mission length, 
degree of difficulty, etc).



The members of one crew were quickly taken prisoner by the German forces. But of those aboard B-24J #42-
50755, only Bombardier Joe Hackler and Tail Gunner Dale Morrison survived.  The rest of the men were 
designated “Missing In Action” in the days after their loss.  This was not changed to “Killed In Action” for an 
agonizing eight and a half months (and their physical remains not individually identified for another four years 
after that).  The crew members who did not survive were Pilot Robert Hegmann, Co-pilot Bryson Watts, Navigator 
Marvin Weiner, Nose Gunner Everett Latham, Top Turret Gunner Joseph Cullen, Ball Turret Gunner Cecil Smith, 
Flight Engineer/Waist Gunner Walter Stone, and Radio Operator/Waist Gunner Thomas L. White. .

For Tom’s family back in Canada, like the families of over 30,000 men in the European, Mediterranean, and North 
African Air Campaigns, a loved one had been suddenly and tragically lost. But two-thirds of a century later, 
another tragedy is slowing unfolding across the globe, as many of their individual stories are now being lost as well 
 with unlabelled photographs continuing to fade, musty documents getting downsized into trash bins, and unique 
memories going unrecorded.

Seeing this process already happening to Tom White’s story, John Bertram began a quest to learn and preserve as 
much as he could about his own children’s great-great-uncle, and what life was like with the 485th.  Over the last 
three years — and with the invaluable guidance of group historian and 15th Air Force authority Jerry Whiting —
Bertram has uncovered letters, photographs, and official documents, each one beginning to fill in portions of 
Tom’s story, but also revealing new gaps in that narrative, and inevitably leading to even more questions! 
Most inspiringly on a personal level though, Bertram has now attended the past three annual reunions of the still 
active 485th Bomb Group Association — held in San Diego, Washington D.C., and Tampa Bay respectively. “It’s 
a special group of people” he observes. “They still put together a very polished and informative 30+ page
Newsletter every year, and there’s a dedicated corps of second and even third generation family members working 
to share information and keep the stories alive. But the chance to actually talk one-on-one with some of the 
original Venosa vets — the guys who were there in the same place, at the same time, doing the same kinds of jobs 
on the same kind of plane as someone from my own family — someone who sadly I’ll never get to meet — that’s 
been a huge privilege. They’ve all been very generous with their time, not to mention very patient with all my 
dumb questions!



“And there’ve been some startling surprises: It’s still hard for me to believe I’ve now spoken personally with three 
different vets who were  on that same mission to Salonika Greece when Tom’s aircraft was downed — one veteran 
was flying right next to Tom’s plane in the same formation when it got hit. It’s humbling to come that close to the 
actual history you’re trying to learn about, even seventy years after the fact.”

“And it was only from attending the reunions that I learned how I had a family connection to the now famous 
Tuskegee Airmen, since their 332nd fighter squadron based at Ramatelli escorted many missions flown by the 
485th, including eight of the 34 sorties my great-uncle was on!  Connecting with the CAF’s Red Tail Squadron is 
now very high on my Do List.”

It was while attending the 485th’s most recent reunion in Tampa Bay that
Bertram met Alex & Catherine Gilbert. He soon learned how many of
Gilbert’s pre-War and USAAF experiences closely paralleled those of his 
great-uncle: Gilbert was recruited at around the same time as fellow 
Rochester-area resident Tom White, was inducted at the same 
Fort Niagara station, did his gunnery training at the same Tyndall Field 
facility in Florida, and served with the 485th in Italy during the same 
Summer/Fall of ’44 as did Tom (and in a very similar capacity — White
having been a Radio Operator & Waist Gunner, while Gilbert was a Waist 
Gunner & Flight Engineer). Both men were Tech Sergeants, and both flew 
all their combat missions on B-24 Liberators.

Gilbert and Bertram exchanged more information by e-mail in the months 
following the reunion, with Bertram mentioning he’d been meaning to 
visit Rochester for some time now, wanting to photograph some of the 
sites where his great uncle had lived and worked during his 18 years there. 

T/Sgt. Tom White

Gilbert immediately informed Bertram that whenever this visit did end up happening, Bertram would be staying 
with Gilbert and his wife at their home in nearby Scottsville — end of discussion! 

“When I looked up the CAF’s touring schedule for their B-24A, and saw it was going to be just down the road in 
Buffalo in early June, that pretty much dictated the time frame around which the rest of the trip got planned.” But 
Bertram adds that it was the Gilbert’s generous hospitality which made the visit not only feasible, but truly special. 
“They were incredibly welcoming, and completely flexible as to scheduling — which was lucky, since both mine 
andthe CAF’s kept changing almost daily.”

Unsettled weather not only delayed Diamond Lil’s Monday arrival in Buffalo — which Bertram was looking to 
capture some video of — but also caused ride reservations originally booked for late Wednesday (like the one 
Bertram had placed online) to suddenly have to be moved up 24 hours. 

“Alex and I had just arrived for a behind-the-scenes tour of the National Warplane Museumat Geneseo, south of 
Rochester, when I got the call asking if I could show up in Buffalo that same Tuesday afternoon, instead of for the 
now-cancelled Wednesday slot. When I learned there’d be space for Alex on the flight as well, we decided to go for 
it — but after spending too much time at Geneseo and allowing too little to reach Buffalo airport during afternoon 
traffic, it was a flight we almost never got to take. It was only thanks to the rescheduling wizardry of the CAF’s
Cheryl Hilvert that we were able to swap places onto that day’s final flight, and become airborne while the late-day 
sun and the gathering clouds still allowed.”

Bertram and Gilbert had each flown separately in the past aboard the “other” airworthy Liberator (the Collings
Foundation’s B-24J), but now they could both claim the special status of having ridden aboard everystill-flying 
Liberator in the world today — all 2 of them!  



“Making that flight with Alex meant a lot. We even got permission to shoot a portion of the interview I was 
recording with him immediately afterwards, standing at the waist gunner’s position. The CAF volunteers were all 
hugely helpful, and I think Alex appreciated the VIP treatment he was rightfully accorded.”

With what the 485th Bomb Group Association is officially calling their “50th & Final” reunion in Dallas now fast 
approaching, Bertram says his next major goal is to finally confirm which names belong to which faces in what is 
so far the only picture we have of Tom White’s crew (ironically taken before White himself joined them as a last-
minute replacement for that crew’s original Radio Op). 

Photos by Greg Trobridge

Tom White’s crew during training, taken before White replaced original Radio 
Operator Foster Chapman (seated 3rd from right) — specific identities of most faces 
still to be confirmed.  [photo courtesy 485th Bomb Group Association archives]

“We know who someof the faces in that 
photograph are, and we have the complete 
crew list from many different documents. 
But there are still at least six cases where
a particular face could belong to one of as 
many as 3 or 4 possible names, and with the 
70th anniversary of so many of them losing 
their lives on that mission to Salonika, it just 
doesn’t seem right that the official crew 
roster listed under their one official crew 
photo should be followed by the note: 
individual identities not known.

“But who can say — maybe someone 
reading this CAF article will recognize one 
of those crew names, or might know 
someone who knows someone who— well, 
you know. But if any of your readers do have 
ANY information or suggestions to pass 
along, please let them know I’d love to hear
from them at <jb@jbmg.ca>.  In the meantime, please extend my thanks to everyone associated with the B-24 
squadron who went out of their way to make my visit with T/Sgt Alex Gilbert of the 485th Bomb Group one of the 
most memorable and meaningful I’ve been fortunate enough to have.”



Alex Gilbert, June 2014 — departing from Buffalo 
Airport, and back home in Scottsville  [photo & video 
frame: John Bertram]

While we are on the road for days and weeks on end we all grow tired of answering the same questions, working 
all day on a hot ramp, eating out every meal, and the ever-changing cast of roommates; but it is days like today 
that make all these days and weeks worthwhile!  
LEST WE FORGET 

EDITOR’s NOTE: We look forward to seeing Mr. Bertram — along with T/Sgt Alex Gilbert and many other 
veterans from the original 485th Bomb Group — at their “50th (and Final)” reunion September 17-21 of this 
year.  We are planning on bringing Diamond Lil to the Cavanaugh Flight Museum in Addison to honor these 
remarkable men!

Oct 2013 — Alex Gilbert (3rd from left) and fellow Venosa veterans at the 49th annual reunion of the 
485th Bomb Group Association, Tampa Bay FL  [photo: John Bertram]
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  
If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 
the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 
contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 
“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley
THE FLYER editor
konartist@verizon.net

Our “Rosie the Riveter” clocking in at Willow Run

THE FLYER WANTS YOU!

Our newest CAF B-29/B-24 
Colonel, Lisa Foster aka 
“Rosie the Riveter” has signed 
on as Ride Desk Coordinator

when Diamond Lilvisits Willow Run for Thunder 
Over Michigan on August 7-10.  Along with helping 
out our crew and educating the public about the B-24 
and Rosie’s history, she will be meeting staff with the 
Yankee Air Museum. This was recently the site of a 
record-breaking gathering of Rosie reenactors rallying 
to preserve the Willow Run factory as a historic site.

Lisa has also promised to dress up like Rosie for our monthly Squadron meeting on August 16.  It’ll 
be a fun photo op to take pics of her and the Stearman (she is really looking forward to that ride).  
She’s also putting in a personal request now for strawberry ice cream.   Look for a feature from Lisa 
about her adventures with Diamond Lilat Willow Run in a future issue of The Flyer.

“Rosie the Riveter” with the Mesquite Rotary Club on July 16

Famous B-29 scale model on the workbench for a Squadron buddy
Many of you may know the story of the B-29 Dauntless Dotty.  If you 
don’t, I encourage you to google it.  Although she is best known for her 
brush with a famous pilot, her career ended tragically with a crew headed 
home to the States.  One of those crewman, Lt. John Neville, was
interviewed in a video linked to the memoriam for Col. James Kasler in the 
May, 2014 issue of  The Flyer. 

My buddy Gene asked me to build a B-29 scale model for him.  It is the
huge Monogram 1:48 kit.  Unless you are building Enola Gay, there are 

not that many choices for model builders. The decals for Dauntless Dottylook great.  Wish me luck!   Look 
for pictures in a future issue and, with Gene’s OK, we’ll display her at the Dallas WWII Air Expo.
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Addison Airport

4730 George Haddaway Drive
Addison, Texas 75001
www.cafb29b24.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)
432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)
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