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B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Brad/Rick (FEs)                 

Brad/Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Brad/Rick (FEs)                 

Brad/Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

If you are a New Member Looking to Get Plugged In or Want to Volunteer…  Contact the following:

Volunteer & New Member Coordinator Tim Colman 214-708-2279

Squadron Officers:
Squadron Commander Neils Agather 817-946-9950

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant & Personnel Officer Debbie King 469-688-1709

Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter 580-471-3048

Safety Officer Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Squadron Staff:
Squadron General Manager Brad Pilgrim 843-991-3814

Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Don Thurston 903-714-8037

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

Facility Manager TBD TBD

B-24 Team:

B-24 Go Team Leader Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-24 Aircraft Tours Coordinator TBD TBD

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

Docent Emeritus Jack Bradshaw 214-987-1963

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Kon Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jon Oliver 312-925-6184

Ride Desk Captain Mary Mount 209-605-4313

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory
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Its FUN  to Volunteer

Email

See below for e-mail addresses

See below for e-mail addresses

If you are a New Member Looking to Get Plugged In or Want to Volunteer…  Contact the following:

tpcolman@gmail.com

vnagather@agathertx.com 

tomtravis@aol.com 

squadadjutant@gmail.com 

obreiter@cableone.net 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

albenzing@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

gerald.oliver@yahoo.com

bpilgrim@cafhq.org

evue@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

don@donseye.info 

f14_ad@yahoo.com

albenzing@gmail.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

albenzing@gmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

rgarvis@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

wk.goeken@verizon.net

jackbshaw@sbcglobal.net 

konartist@verizon.net 

pixiee@sbcglobal.net 

diverock@hotmail.com 

alma@b29b24px.org

rabroker@hotmail.com

aphtwarbirds@gmail.com 

mgmount@aol.com

pardonb29@gmail.com 
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*Schedule subject to change

Check www.airpowertour.org

SPRING 2017
Phoenix, AZ
April 13-16

Camarillo, CA
April 18-23

Bullhead City, AZ
April 25-30

Palm Springs, CA
May 2-7

Come see us!

Summer Tour A
May 18 - August 7

Summer Tour B
August 16 - September 25

Fall Tour
Wings Over Dallas
October 5 - 8

New Orleans
October 26 - 30

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

New Scanners wanted!  If you attended B-29 Ground 

School, you may be able qualify as a Scanner while 

on tour.  Please let us know your availability.  

Contact Steve Rabroker rabroker@hotmail.com. 

http://www.airpowertour.org/
mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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In this Issue:
• Spring 2017 Schedule

• Officer Reports 

• Diamond Lil B-24 Go Team Report

• Member News   

• Photo Album:  March Meeting Show n’ Tell 

• April Meeting Poster – special guest Bob Boehm

• Book Review:  Fighter General reviewed by Allen Benzing

• Book Review:  Rain of Fire reviewed by Allen Benzing

• Volunteer Spotlight:  “Gene Dickinson”

• Feature Story: “S/Sgt. Marty Eichelman” by Konley Kelley

• In Memoriam: “Jack Bradshaw”

• Editor’s Corner

• Squadron Contact Information

Volunteer Spotlight:

Gene Dickinson

Feature Story:

S/Sgt. Marty Eichelman

Remembering 

Jack Bradshaw

FIFI Spring Tour Crew

Photo by Curt Lewis
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Squadron Report
Dear B-29/B-24 Squadron Members,

I would like to begin my note to you with a remembrance of 

fellow Squadron member Jack Bradshaw. He was a special 

man. I well recall our first meeting. It was a duck hunting trip 

in 1985 when he told me of leaving Princeton to join the RAF; 

that he flew through the entire Battle of Britain logging time in 

every model Spitfire and Hurricane. He joined the USAAF 

because the pay was better and managed to log time in every 

model P-51 and P-47, including the N model at the end. He 

flew missions on D-Day, shot several down and got shot down 

by a B-24 tail gunner. Jack had a miraculous escape back to 

the front. 

Jack had loads of wonderful stories and made friends everywhere. Jack went on a bunch of 

fishing trips with me and we did some flying together. He was always interested in the CAF and 

our Squadron, especially Diamond Lil. Even last week, his health failing, he asked me how Lil 

was doing. I love this man and will miss him dearly.

Have I ever mentioned our crack maintenance 

team?   Well, they proved their mettle once again 

when FIFI needed a broken exhaust segment 

repaired. The crew responded and, after thorough 

and extensive repair and inspection, she is ready 

for duty once more. Their work on the exhaust 

followed extensive work on the landing gear 

which had also given some unexpected problems. 

These guys are nothing short of great and we are 

blessed to have them. As I said in the last issue, 

static we are not.

Our crews have planned a good spring tour. We've 

missed a few stops due to the maintenance 

setbacks, but we are catching the meat of the 

tour. Then, there is a really good tour later in the 

summer. If you have not signed up, please 

do. FIFI needs your support. 

I hope to see you all on the road.

Neils Agather

Squadron Leader

Neils and Jack on the cover of the November, 2014 Flyer
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Executive Officer

Report

Tom Travis and Debbie Travis King Photo by Raymond Jeffcoat

FIFI’s second test flight went very well Tuesday.  On 

Wednesday she left on a belated Spring Tour. This has been a 

long maintenance season for Crew Chief Rick and his team 

and we appreciate all their hard work. 

The French government has announced that they will honor 

Jack Bradshaw with the Legion of Merit. In case you’re 

wondering, that’s the highest honor awarded by France. It’s

roughly equivalent to our Medal of Honor.  Unfortunately, the medal will be awarded 

posthumously as Jack died recently. Often the term hero is used to describe people who throw a 

ball or do other things which don’t involve personal sacrifice or danger and really don’t matter. 

Jack was a true hero. He did things that mattered and put himself at risk many times.   

Godspeed, Jack. We’ll miss you 

Tom Travis

Executive Officer      
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Flight Operations

Report

Archie Taylor

B-24/B-29 Operation Officer

FIFI heads west this month to start her spring tour. She 

will go to Arizona, California and Nevada prior to 

returning home to Fort Worth on May 8th. Thanks to all 

that helped get her ready!

Engine number 3 is off of B-24 Diamond Lil in prep for 

new engine. There is a lot of work going on as Lil gets 

ready to strap on some new power plants and your help is 

needed at the hangar.  Steve Rabroker can give you info 

on how to help.

Latest info on the Amarillo stop -

Both the T-6 and Stearman need to arrive on April 20 in Amarillo for an April 20-23 show. 

Open to the public and for rides, Friday and Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Return home Sunday after 2 p.m.

FIFI finishing up maintenance 

with Phil Pedron balancing props 

prior to maintenance flight.

FIFI returning from 

successful maintenance flight 

prior to training flights.
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Training & Safety 

Report
Have you ever been in a group of people, maybe some new 

acquaintances, and they ask you about your hobbies or what 

you do in your spare time?  You might start to tell them 

about flying or the CAF in general.  There always seems to 

be at least one who pipes up and makes the statement….. 

“there’s no way that you could get me up in one of those old 

airplanes!”.  Well, your first thought usually is, “oh man –

their crazy”, or “they don’t know what they’re talking 

about”.  If you stop and think about it, maybe they do have 

an argument.   Flying is risky!  No two ways about it.  When 

you’re a mile above mother earth in a 70 year old machine, 

you’re taking a risk.  

Photo by Chet Manly

So, now here comes the “BUT”, which is Risk Management.  If you identify the inherent risks of 

flying and takes steps to minimize, or prevent them, you have brought down the risk of our pastime 

to a manageable level.  There are risks involved with most all types of activities, and it always 

seems that as the fun meter goes up, so does the risk factor.  

Having said all of this, I can tell you what our Squadron and any business flight department or 

airlines does.  They train and employ the best personnel possible to keep their operation safe.  

We are fortunate in our Squadron to have not only the leadership, but the most skilled pilots, 

maintenance team and volunteer crew members possible.  The safety and training programs that 

have been a part of this Squadron and the CAF for years will continue to keep our risk management 

level at the absolute best!  Let’s keep up the good work, but never forget that we can do better.  

P.S.   As a side note, I was fortunate to be a crew member on FIFI’s maintenance flight.  I witnessed 

firsthand, what a top notch maintenance crew our Squadron has.  Crew Chief Rick, along with Don 

and Ben were able to diagnosis and fix quickly several last minute glitches, which would have 

made a lot of other guys just throw up their hands.  We need to tip our caps to these guys because 

THIS is what Risk Management is all about!   

Always remember:  “IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE”.

Steve Rabroker

Safety Officer
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FIFI’s annual winter maintenance inspection and 

maintenance flight is complete!!!  There aren’t enough good 

things to say, or thanks to give to our Maintenance Staff for 

their skills, dedication and how well they take care of 

FIFI!!!  The scope of winter maintenance is huge and unless 

you live through it in person there’s no way to put the 

workload, tempo and hurdles into words.  Even tasks that 

sound routine like changing engine oil every year become a 

timely endeavor when it comes to a B-29.  

Maintenance

Report

In addition to the countless scheduled/required items that have to be accomplished, there are 

several unexpected and complex issues that pop up like rebuilding flight hoods, overhauling 

landing gear drive systems and even catching the beginning of corrosion underneath the wing 

decal; only our crew’s attention to detail could find something like that.  And as always, Rick is 

continually working to upgrade systems and components to ensure reliability and safety, as well as, 

applying his foresight to catch things before they ever become an issue.  This year FIFI’s huge 

rudder was recovered and repainted, the new exhaust systems were improved and new Concorde 

Aviation Batteries were installed just to name a few.    

Things with Lil are still moving along as well.  The #3 engine is ready for removal and the #4 

engine will be ready for removal very soon. Both the #3 and #4 props have been pulled and are at 

the prop shop for their 5-year Airworthiness Directive inspection/overhaul compliance.  Once FIFI

launches out on tour Lil’s interior will be painted, various system overhauls/upgrades will pick back 

up and engine removals will proceed.  She’ll also be getting new Concorde batteries, Bose headsets 

and Oregon Arrow cushions.

And as FIFI heads out on the road, please don’t forget that every single volunteer CAF maintainer 

(including non A&P’s) need to accomplish the CAFR 66-1 online Maintenance Training Course if 

you want to help maintain, or service FIFI.  This hour-long course is a very informative and it’s the 

rules. The link can be found at https://www.cafoperations.org/training.  

Please, don’t forget to personally thank Rick, Don T., and Ben for all they do!  They are certainly 

the best in the business and we are definitely blessed to have them on our team!!!  I look forward to 

seeing you all our on the road…

Don Obreiter

B-29/B-24 MX Officer

https://www.cafoperations.org/training
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PIO Report

Kim Pardon

Public Information Officer

Whew! I know we all collectively sighed a huge sigh of 

relief when FIFI took off for Mesa yesterday!  In spite of all 

the rescheduling, I believe we had ABC and Fox on the ramp 

and expect more out on Friday. 

Speaking of Friday, the Hispanic Medal of Honor Society 

will be with us on the ramp at 10:30 a.m. Friday for a medal 

ceremony. The Arizona Rangers, Patriot Guard Flag Line, 2 

Honor Guards, a Volley Team and more will congregate 

around FIFI for a flag presentation and medal ceremony. The 

flag (which last flew on the USS Missouri) will be unfolded 

while a group photograph is taken. There will be a bugler 

playing taps and a bagpiper there as well. So, it should be an 

exciting hour – or it could be mayhem. Either way, I’m 

hoping for some coverage for that event.

Meanwhile, in Camarillo, the Ventura County Star has already published pictures and an article 

about our being there next week. Advance coverage is great free advertising!

Have all of you seen the great 30 second ad we are using for Facebook advertising? You can view it 

HERE. Details about individual tour stops are added to the top and bottom frame. These ads, which 

are shown locally in the areas we are traveling, get a lot of views and shares on Facebook.

That’s all. I’m busy. Thanks again to our maintenance crew – what a challenge they faced the past 

few weeks. And, as always, I am grateful for the crew who represents us out there. 

Photo by Gene O’Neal

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jqyb3b3g4q9hfvm/FIFi - FB SQUARE - NO TEXT.mov?dl=0
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B-24 Go Team Report
B-24 Engines:

The 1st replacement engine has arrived!  This is a great news and a real sign of progress for Lil.

Volunteers have started removing the old engines, with #3 to come off this week.  The rebuilding 

of that engine should take about 45 days.

B-24 Grants:

One area of fundraising that has been getting some attention in recent months has been applying 

for Grants from various organization that might support Lil.  CAF HQ has stepped up to get that 

effort underway with Rozelyn Beck and work by David O’Connor.  They applied for a number of 

grants, which we hope will be fruitful.  

Help Needed:

While CAF HQ has worked hard to get this process going, it is up to our Squadron to take on the 

longer term task of applying for grants.  Can you help?  The process is in place and documents 

have been prepared, but we need someone to make additional grant applications and follow up 

with organizations.  Experience always helps, but is certainly not necessary.  What is needed is 

dedication to the task.  We can work with you to get up to speed.  Please consider this worthy 

effort to support Diamond Lil!

Al Benzing 

Assistant Flight Ops Officer 

B-24 Go Team Leader 

214-707-2726

albenzing@gmail.com

New engine in the house!

mailto:albenzing@gmail.com
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Membership Info
If you have any membership questions, please feel 
free to contact me at squadadjutant@gmail.com
Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 
Debbie King
13562 Braemar Drive
Dallas, Texas 75234
B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant
469-688-1709

Member News
March-April, 2017

Rick Garvis

B-29 Mx 

972-380-8800

rgarvis@cafhq.org

Steve Rabroker

B-24 Mx 

469-387-6439

Rabroker@hotmail.com

Get your Squadron gifts and gear at the 

Squadron Px:

Maintenance Help and Questions

Squadron Maintenance Officer, Don Obreiter, found a B-29 

at the Museum of Flight while on vacation in Seattle, WA.  

Squadron member, Konley Kelley, with Hershel “Woody” Williams, 

a Medal of Honor recipient for heroism on Iwo Jima in WWII.

Doolittle Raider, Col. Dick Cole with Jack Bradshaw at a 

Squadron event at Dallas Executive Airport, August 2015.

Doolittle Raid 75th Anniversary

April 18, 1942

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:squadadjutant@gmail.com
mailto:rgarvis@cafhq.org
mailto:Rabroker@Hotmail.com
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Photo Album

March Squadron Meeting
“Show n’ Tell”

Bright and early at DEA, Squadron members were treated to a delicious breakfast of 

eggs, pancakes and sausage.  Squadron officers gave updated then it was time for our 

“Show n’ Tell”   See you at the April 22 meeting at DEA. Breakfast will be served.

A 1:48 model of Hot Stuff on the end 

of a table of fascinating items.

Earl Kirkpatrick with his K-Bar.

Tom Bailey with his Uncle’s WWII 

Japanese sword.

Al Benzing revisits the story of Hot Stuff with a great B-24 model.

Stu Watkins with a unique street sign. Stu Watkins’ parents and a variety of WWII items.

Max Adler informs about early 

aviation medical journals.
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Bucky Geer displays a gyro for 

a Japanese torpedo.

Jim Walston with a 

painting of the B-

24 he maintained 

in WWII

Henry Bordelon with a collection of his patches and his grandfather’s 

photo album.  He also brought his grandfathers military sword.

Gene Dickinson above/right with a 

collection of WWII autographs and 

Dad’s souvenirs and memorabilia.

Dan Dunn with a story 

of two WWII airmen 

who stayed with family 

members in London.  

Both young men were 

later lost in action.
Gerald Oliver brought in some rare pictures taken by 

WWII veterans including a shot over the Missouri on the 

day the surrender ceremony was held in Tokyo Harbor.
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Special 

Dates
April 22
May 19-21 
June 17 
July
August 19 
September 16 
November 18

December

Squadron Member Monthly Meetings 2017

@Dallas Executive Airport

Location
DEA
AirPower Tour Stop @DEA
DEA
No Meeting due to Oshkosh
DEA  Summer Ice Cream Social
DEA
Squadron Annual Meeting 
and Chili Cook-off @DEA
No Meeting

April 22, 2017
Pancakes 8:00 a.m.

Seminar:  9:30 a.m.

RSVP to -
rabroker@hotmail.com

5661 Mariner Drive

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

Squadron Meeting 
Special Event

Special Guest:  Bob Boehm

Topic:  A Signal Corpsman in the South Pacific
Our speaker grew up in St. Louis in a family of aviation 

pioneers.  Enlisting in the Army Air Corps at sixteen, he was 

assigned to the *Army Airways Communication Systems (the 

Air Corps branch of the Signal Corps) serving as a Tech 

overseeing and expediting communication equipment 

upgrades during several battles in the South Pacific.  Mr. 

Boehm will tell us about his wartime experiences as a signal 

corpsman that will include his time on Peleliu, Saipan and 

also Okinawa.

*The Army Airways 

Communications Systems 

(AACS) played an 

important part in the war 

effort.  For the most part, 

these unsung heroes, men 

of the AACS, built 

“Highways in the Sky” that 

provided routes for aircraft 

to follow also aiding 

bombers to find their way 

home after missions.

mailto:-rabroker@hotmail.com
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Book Review

Fighter General:  The Life of Adolf Galland

By Col. Raymond E. Toliver, Trevor J. Constable

Reviewed by Allen Benzing

Adolf Galland
By Col. Raymond E. Toliver, Trevor J. Constable
Schiffer Publishing, Ltd.; First Edition (December 1, 1998)

This was followed in 1996 by “ADOLF GALLAND – The Authorized 
Biography”, By David Baker 

Galland also wrote an Autobiography called ‘THE FIRST AND THE LAST’ in 
1953, which was well received and won him much notoriety, yet was not as 
comprehensive as the two Bios.  I reviewed this book in the previous issue of 
The Flyer.  The two biographies contrast somewhat in style, but they are both 
comprehensive works that well document Galland’s incredible life.  

FIGHTER GENERAL was written by two Brits, who had become good friends 
with Galland after the war.  These authors treat his accomplishments with 
respect, while providing a good deal of detail about the physical and political
dangers of being one of the highest-scoring Aces in the Luftwaffe. While it is essentially a chronological work, 
their introspective view of Galland’s circumstances has the effect of rounding out the story rather than just 
covering the specifics of each Squadron, phase of War and so on. It is well written and the detailed research is 
evident.  Covering Galland’s early struggles to find a way to fly, his successes and survival, not entirely unscathed, 
from several crashes and his audacious efforts to become a fighter pilot.

Highlights include his first combat, in Spain flying a biplane, then being relegated to Instructor status with 
seemingly no way out.  A bit of subterfuge finally put him in the Bf-109 (ME-109) where we quickly excelled at 
shooting down the enemy and leading his Squadron.

Galland soon had the attention of Goering and Hitler, and as he rose in the ranks he dealt personally with both.  It 
was interesting to read not only of their obvious dysfunction, but of blunders that should have been obvious, but 
were never addressed until the War was at an end.  It was a constant frustration to Galland that his fighters were 
handicapped by direct orders to remain with their bombers rather than hunt for Allied fighters.  The twin-jet ME-
262, although suffering from poor reliability, was a formidable weapon, but again Hitler demanded they be built as 
bombers!  Fortunate for the Allies, Galland only had a limited number to use as fighters, so overall their affect was 
limited against the huge formations of Allied bombers.

Near the end of the War, General Galland lost his position as head of the Luftwaffe, and almost lost his life to 
Goering’s vengeful ways.  But he was allowed to head up the ME-262 Squadron, and lead it until the War ended, 
even offering the Americans his aircraft and pilots as an intact Squadron to fight the Russians.  This was rejected 
by the Americans, but he was well treated when captured in his hospital bed from wounds from a P-47 that forced 
him to dead-stick into his home base.

He spent long months in interrogation, but was eventually freed to go about his life.  He found himself in demand 
as a aviation consultant, initially in Argentina, as Peron built his Air Force.  Galland had the ability to plan, fly, 
and live a good life there for a number of years.

Later, he consulted all over the World, spoke frequently to aviation groups and at reunions.  He was highly    
sought and enjoyed the comaraderie with former enemy pilots.
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Book Review

Rain of Fire:  B-29s Over Japan, 1945

By Charles L. Phillips, Jr., Colonel USAF (Ret.)

Reviewed by Allen Benzing

Rain of Fire – B-29s Over Japan, 1945

By Charles L. Phillips, Jr Colonel USAF (Ret.)

Publisher: B-Nijuku Publishing (1995)

This is an impressive memoir of a B-29 Pilot that offers the reader a great deal 

of insight into the missions and the men who undertook the bombing of 

Japan. It is expansive in that there are ties to the Orient from his parents and 

early years, and that his missions extended from the high altitude bombing, 

through an array of low altitude and special missions, including minelaying and 

POW supply drops, and even a non-stop flight from Iwo Jima to the US at the 

end of the war. There were many changes in the man, the aircraft, mission 

strategy and the Homefront during 1945, which are presented in a very 

readable and interesting way.

I learned things about the B-29 – how engine life was extended from 250 to 750 hours - as improvements were 

made. How different types of missions determined when fighter attacks, FLAK and phosphorous bombs were 

employed. I was surprised to learn that minelaying was forced on General LeMay by the Navy, but turned out to be 

very effective in shutting down much of the shipping for troop support.

There were personal successes, which flowed from the success of missions and the air campaign. No doubt his 

solid Christian upbringing, holding to those values in his commitments to crew, friends and his wife and family 

back home were in large part responsible.

There are a number of ‘goosebumps on the arms’ moments from reading his accounts of the missions, but also of 

after the war of happenstance meetings with men who had a direct hand in his survival. The pilot of a B-29 who 

flew overhead to direct a rescue boat to his ditched aircraft, and meeting a man who was aboard that LST and 

helped bring the life rafts aboard. Seemingly minor occurrences that later loomed large – a childhood experience 

on a seaplane, and talking with the pilot of another B-29 that had a successful ditching – then deducing what made 

the difference in crew survival.

Although this book is out of print, Amazon has a number listed for sale, new and used. The Author was also 

interviewed for the A & E series BRUTE FORCE, in the Bomber Segment and again in Wings of Victory during 

the 1990s.

Without a doubt, Charles L. Phillips is among our nation’s real heroes for command of his B-29 missions during 

WW II and his US Air Force service after.

Note: I received this book in Prescott, AZ on Oct 8, 2016 from Gayle ‘Phillips’ Stafford, the daughter of Charles 

Phillips. I had the honor of piloting the CAF B-29 FIFI with Gayle and her husband Bob aboard, which allowed 

her to experience a closeness with her father’s B-29 flights.
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Volunteer Spotlight

“Gene Dickinson”
By Konley Kelley

Gene Dickinson is one of the first guys I met in the CAF.  We were roomies on 

a tour through St. Louis and Memphis in 2012.  I introduced him to Arnold 

Palmers and he introduced me to The Blues Brothers.   What impressed me 

about Gene is his compassion for veterans.  His generosity in time, money and 

spirit to our veteran community is unmatched by just about anyone I know.

Gene was born in Queens, NY on July 20, 1949.   His father, Leonard served in 

WWII.  When war broke out, Leonard stood like others in the many long lines 

of young men willing to serve.  He wanted the Army Air Corps but the 

recruiting station said they were full-up.  He signed up for the Navy and trained 

to be a signalman.  He relayed messages using signal flags, lights and morse 

code.  Gene said his dad could translate morse code until the day he died.

Signaling using flags and lights was imperative in flotillas observing strict radio 

silence.  Signalman 1st Class Leonard Dickinson was present at the invasion of 

North Africa and Sicily.  He recalled watching General Patton inspecting his troops 

aboard ship.  On D-Day, he crewed an LST to Utah Beach.  He offloaded 

communication equipment and was under sniper fire.  A team of Rangers came 

along and took care of that problem for him.  German prisoners were held near 

Leonard’s position and he was offered his pick of the war booty taken from the 

prisoners.  Leonard also participated in lesser known landings up and down the coast 

of France post D-Day.  

Like many vets, time passed before Gene’s father began to speak about the war.  

Gene’s father was eyewitness to some horrific events including a torpedo attack on 

his ship.  Gene remembers rummaging through some of his father’s memorabilia 

and finding a request from his dad for submariners school – one of many surprises 

he learned as he studied his father’s past.

Leonard married Winifred and started a family; Leonard, Jr., Gregory, Gene and 

Mary Ann.  The Navy called him up for the Korean War but he was given a 

deferment because of his large family.  They lived in the Queens and Long Island 

until 1957.  Leonard’s sisters-in-law suggested they move to Florida.  This was a 

short stay…it was considered too “touristy.”  Leonard’s employer supported a 

transfer to Dallas and the family eventually settled in Irving, TX.

Gene attended McArthur High School and was in the first graduating class in 1967.  

He passed on football preferring weightlifting and was part of the inaugural 

weightlifting team.  He worked odd jobs in high school and was a happy kid.  After 

high school, he attended Texas Tech for a year and transferred to UNT.  Gene didn’t 

warm up to college and was caught up in the draft.  He expected to go Air Force but 

did not pass the physical.  Years of hunting in then open spaces in Irving had

Signalman 1st Class, Leonard Dickinson

Group 29 / LST#491 on D-Day

German soldier’s helmet and belt buckle
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left him 50 percent deaf in his left ear.  This aggravated Gene.  He wanted to follow in his father’s footsteps with 

a military career and service.  After spending some time at Bell Telephone, Gene landed a job with the US Postal 

Service in 1971.  He married his wife, Debbie the same year.  

Gene carried mail for the USPS for 35 years.  He was a 

neighborhood mailman and became a familiar face and friend to 

many on his route.  A few dogs got too friendly and he was bitten 

four times, once seriously.  He also thwarted several neighborhood 

burglaries by simply being observant and taking action after 

seeing strangers doing strange things along his route.  I asked him 

if there ever was a day the mail wasn’t delivered.  Only ONE.  It 

was so icy the trucks couldn’t leave the depot.

Gene and Debbie have three kids, Katie, born 1977, Patrick, born 

1980 and Holly, born 1984.  All their kids are married and live in 

driving distance.  Gene and Debbie are also proud grandparents of 

four grandkids.  

As a kid, Gene enjoyed making scale airplane models and military 

history.  One of their family road trips took them by Harlingen, 

TX in 1964.  Gene and his dad visited the CAF.  Most of the 

aircraft were on tour but Gene wanted to return.  He continued to 

see airshows but it wasn’t until 1984 he made it back to the CAF. Gene’s retirement party

He asked about volunteer opportunities and soon became a regular 

for airshow needs.  Others took notice of the care and attention he 

gave to veterans at the shows and he was assigned to veteran 

hospitality and served in this capacity until the CAF moved to 

Midland in 1991.  He joined the Gulf Coast Wing and attended 

airshows where he assisted with veteran hospitality and escort 

duties.  In 1994, he had his first ride aboard the B-17 Texas 

Raiders, one of the highlights of his life.  By 2001, he was taking       

vacation time to tour as a crew member aboard Texas Raiders.  

In September 2001, he was on tour in Smyrna, TN with Texas 

Raiders.  He and the crew learned they were grounded because 

of the terrorist attacks in NY and DC.  After a week had passed, 

there were given clearance to return to Ellington, TX but were 

required to fly at 8K ft, well above their normal cruising 

altitude.  Gene remembers passing through a storm and battling 

several leaks aboard the plane but nothing mattered more than 

getting home.

When Gene learned of FIFI moving to Addison, TX and the 

formation of the CAF B-29/B-24 unit, he was able to remain 

with the CAF but much closer to home.   Gene couldn’t give 

me a count of the tours he has flown with FIFI and Lil to date.  

There have been many including a visit to Canada.  There were 

many cherished encounters with veterans.  He remembers a    

B-29 navigator who said he was so peppered with shrapnel 

from flak that he sets off metal detectors.  A seat opened up and 

the vet was offered it but simply said “no thank you.”

The B-17G Texas Raiders and a 

model Gene keeps in his mancave

Gene with the CAF touring crew in Memphis, July 2013
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Gene’s special friendships with veterans began back in Harlingen when he 

met R.T. Smith of the Flying Tigers.  Gene was able to spend some 

quality time with Smith and fellow Flying Tiger pilot, Joe Rosbert.  

Gene’s son was in scouts.  As the Troop Leader, Gene took his scouts to 

Harlingen to meet the Flying Tiger vets and see warbirds.  His son asked 

if their troop, #769, could be adopted by the Flying Tigers.  With the help 

of R.T. Smith, the troop became the honorary troop of the Flying Tigers 

with the iconic Flying Tiger artwork featured on their patch.  

This unique bond Gene developed with the veterans led to an invite to a 

Flying Tigers reunion in 1993 in Scottsdale, AZ.  Gene had a book about 

the AVG at the event and left with 71 signatures!  He has attended five 

Flying Tiger reunions over the years.  In 1998, Gene attended a reunion of 

the American Fighter Aces Association in Seattle and proceeded to 

volunteer his services.  With these organizations, in addition to the CAF, 

he has frequently served as an escort, bodyguard, personal assistant, 

driver and “other duties as assigned.”  Frankly, he was recognized as good 

at it and was relied on for his people skills.  Gene set aside vacation time 

and personal funds to make it to reunions, airshows and gatherings.  His 

reward – Gene has met countless veterans and made lasting friendships.  

He fondly remembers escorting triple ace, Ken Dahlberg to a CAF event, 

Red Tail Lee Archer and the great Bob Hoover.  Robin Olds was one of 

his most memorable escort duties.  In 2000, he volunteered at a Doolittle 

Raiders reunion and continued to show-up until the final 2015 reunion.

Gene with R.T. Smith and patch

Gene with Joe Rosbert

Scoutmaster Dickinson and 

his son, Patrick

Gene is eternally grateful for the opportunity to serve veterans over 

the last 30+ years. He has learned history first hand from what he 

calls “walking history” and considers himself a blessed man.  As he 

said, it has been a treat to hear veterans’ stories about little known 

events and, in some cases, hear veterans correct history about better 

known events.  When you hear the truth from someone who was 

there, it has a meaning all its own.

I encourage you to chat with Gene at your next chance.  You’ll hear 

amazing stories and get to know someone who is incredibly 

passionate about history.  I personally have never seen a better 

memorabilia and autograph collection than Gene’s.  He cherishes the 

models, artwork, signed photos and books about the heroes he has met 

over the years and lights up when he is showing them to you.  

Dickinson Family Gene and Debbie

General Paul Tibbets with Gene
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Feature Story

“S/Sgt. Marty Eichelman”
By Konley Kelley

In March, Squadron member, Bob Kirby forwarded me an e-mail from 

Arch Miller.  He is the son of Dr. Archie W. Miller, a 1st Lt. and B-29 

navigator stationed on Tinian in 1945.   Mr. Miller wanted to know the 

range of a B-29 radio in WWII.  He asked the question of John Handy 

and this led to the e-mail exchange with Bob Kirby.   Who is John 

Handy?  John Handy is the son-in-law of S/Sgt. Marty Eichelman, a 

gunner on Lt. Miller’s B-29.  Eichelman and Miller were in the 6th BG.  

Although their relatives have never met personally, they connected 

through the 6th BG website managed by Phil Crowther, the son of 

another 6th BG B-29 crewmember.

S/Sgt. Marty Eichelman

Photo by Stan Piet (2015)

http://philcrowther.com/6bgmain.html

Dr. Archie W. Miller passed away on 

June 6, 2016 at age 91.  His son shared 

some pictures with Bob Kirby of Dr. 

Miller visiting FIFI in Van Nuys, CA 

a few years ago – a trip he very much 

enjoyed.  Dr. Miller had not seen a   

B-29 since 1945.  John has posted 

pictures taken by 1st. Lt. Miller during 

WWII on Flickr. 

The crew of Our Lady

Standing - Left to Right: S/Sgt Mario 

DiFerdinando (L Gunner), S/Sgt 

Martin E. "Marty" Eichelman (R 

Gunner), S/Sgt James W. Brooks 

(CFC), S/Sgt David O. Evans (Radio), 

Sgt Charles W. Jones (T Gunner), 

S/Sgt Elio S. Casal (Radarman).

Kneeling - Left to Right: 1/Lt Jones D. 

Woodward (Pilot), 1/Lt Archie W. 

Miller (Navigator), 1/Lt Dennis J. 

Inkel (Bombardier), 1/Lt R. S. "Rocky" 

Dawson (A/C), 1/Lt Lawrence W. 

Stewart (Engineer).

Dr. Archie W. Miller

The 6th Bomb Group

http://philcrowther.com/6bgmain.html
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Two of the crew of Our Lady are still living.  Bob suggested reaching out to John Handy and seeing if I could 

connect with 95 year old S/Sgt. Marty Eichelman, who lives with his wife, Jeanne, in the Baltimore, MD area.  I 

reached out to John and received an abundance of information about Marty.  I also learned John was a veteran of 

the USAF and Air National Guard.  Not only that, he is now a docent at the National Air & Space Museum.  John 

began working on arrangements for me to do a phone interview with Marty and provided me Marty’s story and 

several very good links which I will include at the end of the article.  One link is to a video of Marty flying on 

FIFI in Reading, PA a few years ago, I spotted several CAF friends on crew for that tour stop.  

While I was waiting on confirmation 

from John for the interview with Marty, 

I checked out the 6th BG website.  It is a very informative 

website and fascinating.  I’m always interested in nose art 

and it turns out the crews received orders to remove 

salacious nose art from their aircraft…as they noted a 

“sad day.”   This led to aircraft in the unit painted with the 

image of pirate Jean Lafitte on their aircraft.  The “Circle 

R” marked their tails, same as the tail markings of the 

Enola Gay.  “Circle R” was placed on Enola Gay’s tail as 

a security measure.

John said Marty is like many WWII veterans.  He rarely discussed his wartime 

experiences.  John’s military background helped Marty ease into telling some of his 

stories.  It also led to an interest in seeing one of the most famous warbirds in the 

country, FIFI.  John and Marty visited FIFI in 1990 in Manassas, VA, in 2000 while 

she was at Andrews AFB for the Korean War Memorial Dedication, in 2011 in 

Reading, PA and in 2015 during the Arsenal of Democracy Flyover. 

In fact, during the 2000 tour stop at Andrews, FIFI’s crew 

chief asked John, then the DC Air National Guard 

commander, if FIFI could be placed in a hangar so she 

could be cleaned up for a flyby the next day.  John agreed 

on one condition, our CAF crew give his father-in-law, 

S/Sgt. Eichelman a VIP tour.  No problem at all.

Marty’s B-29 story begins in Baltimore.  He was born in 

1921, the first boy in a family of five boys and five girls.  In 

high school, he was active in machine shop.  While in high 

school, he filled out an application to work at the Glen L. 

Martin Aircraft Plant.  He installed internal fixtures on 

seaplanes and the B-26 Marauder.  

1990

2000

2011
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He enlisted in September, 1943 and did his basic at Greensboro, NC.  He signed 

up for the U.S. Army Air Forces and started pilot training in an AT6 at Shaw 

Field in South Carolina.  Marty attended ground school at Davidson College in 

Davidson, NC.  Gunners were needed as well as pilots so Marty was eventually 

cut from the pilot training program and sent to aerial gunnery school at 

Buckingham Field in Ft. Myer, FL.  This led to a transfer to Grand Island Army 

Airfield in Central Nebraska where he was assigned to a B-29 crew as a gunner 

and continued his training.  He recalls studying the specifications of Japanese 

aircraft and learning how to punch this information into the targeting system of 

his advanced B-29 remote gunsight.    

His crew was, in Marty’s words, “not the best” which delayed their deployment.  

Rather than fly a B-29 from the states to Tinian, they were ferried by transport.  

His crew was assigned to the 6th BG.  Marty was the right gunner.   Their first 

mission was a milk-run to Truk Island.  After that, the milk-runs were over.  

Marty’s crew next flew “Operation Meetinghouse” the first night incendiary 

raid over Tokyo.  This would prove to be one of the deadliest missions of the 

war.  

His crew stayed intact and flew a total of 35 missions (15 incendiary, 11 

general, 7 mining, 2 search and rescue).   Luckily, they had very flew close 

calls.  On their 13th mission, they narrowly escaped being rammed by an enemy 

fighter.  The gun crew worked together and would call out over the intercom “I 

need guns” when a bogey was in someone’s sights.  Marty remembers seeing a 

fighter pass under the wing and seeing the face of the pilot looking right at him. 

23 of their missions were with the 6th BG and their final 12 were with the 504th

BG.  John learned it was not unusual for a crew to be transferred to another BG.  

Marty is convinced it was because their AC/Pilot, Lt. Dawson refused an order 

to take off once because he was uncomfortable with the way the B-29 sounded.  

Despite the commanding officer coming out to the runway, Dawson refused to 

fly.  Marty believes this led to the transfer.  He also remembers discipline on the 

aircraft.  On one mission the AC came through the tunnel and found several 

crew members asleep.  Marty was wide awake and scanning so he was not 

chewed out.

On their 19th mission, Our Lady was sent on a daytime raid over Tachikawa.  

Flak was heavy and the bomb bay doors were damaged in the open position.  

Marty said smoke from the target filled the aircraft through the open bomb bay 

doors.  Two engines failed and they were in trouble.  Fortunately the air strip at 

Iwo Jima was now an option.  The major fighting had been over for less than 

two months.  Hundreds of B-29 crews would owe their lives to the Marines who 

took that island.  Marty hung on and prayed they’d make it.  He and the back-

end crew had to calm a crew member who was determined to jump.  Lt. 

Dawson assured everyone they were going to be OK.  He lined them up and 

landed safely.  For the few days they were on Iwo, they were warned to only 

move in pairs and watch their backs.  The island was taken but not secured.  

On another mission, Marty said he spotted a large Japanese warship – he 

believes a battleship - from his waist blister in the moonlight.  He has always 

wondered the fate of that ship.

Shaw Field

Davidson College

Grand Island

Enlisted Crewmates -

Grand Island, 1944

1944

Tinian

1945
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Life on Tinian took a strange turn when the base was secured for the atom 

bomb missions.  A part of the base was fenced off with restricted access.  

One of his crew knew a guy working in the secure area and he shuttled 

lumber back from the area to Marty’s barracks which they used to build a 

front porch.

On August 6th, they flew their last mission – a Dumbo search and rescue 

mission in the vicinity of Hiroshima.  Although they did not see the atom 

bomb blast, he is sure they felt the shockwave.  

Having flown 35 missions, Marty’s crew met the minimum number of 

missions to complete their tour.  He was enroute to the US when peace was 

declared.  Returning home, he married Jeanne, a beauty he met at a family 

member’s wedding.  They have been married 66 years and have three 

children including Nancy, John’s wife.

Marty’s brothers all made it back from war.  The Eichelman family served in 

all branches – Air Force, Coast Guard, Navy and Army.

Marty returned to work at Glen L. Martin but the plant shut down post war.  

He joined the family business managing a car junk and scrap yard.  He 

worked there for nearly 60 years.  

Marty has managed to make it to a few reunions of the 6th BG.  He has great 

memories of his many visits with FIFI and sitting back in his old seat on a 

ride flight.  

Thinking back on the war years, Marty feels fortunate to have served with 

some great fellas.  Not a one of them was something special but they looked 

out for each other and did their duty.  Thank you for your service Marty and 

all the best.

Marty Eichelman’s WWII photos

https://flic.kr/s/aHskeJBSsR

Photos by Sgt Charles W. Jones, tail gunner, Our Lady

https://flic.kr/s/aHsjPr91Vi

Photos by 1st Lt. Archie W. Miller, navigator, Our Lady

https://flic.kr/s/aHskjMas9D

Photos by Stan Piet, Archive Director, Glen L. Martin Maryland Aviation 

Museum during the Arsenal of Democracy Flyover

https://flic.kr/s/aHskpDNUjZ

Marty Eichelman’s ride on FIFI

June 5, 2011, Reading, PA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGHoqgJjqDg

Marty and Jeanne

Eichelman family

Marty and Jeanne married 1951

Family  begins 1953

Aerial view of salvage yard

https://flic.kr/s/aHskeJBSsR
https://flic.kr/s/aHsjPr91Vi
https://flic.kr/s/aHskjMas9D
https://flic.kr/s/aHskpDNUjZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGHoqgJjqDg
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In Memoriam

“Jack Bradshaw”
1920-2017

The Squadron lost an icon on March 27 when Jack Bradshaw passed away.  Jack 

was a fixture at CAF and Squadron meetings, events and airshows for many years.  

Friends and admirers were looking forward to seeing Jack presented with the 

French National Order of the Legion of Honour on May 12 at the Frontiers of 

Flight museum in Dallas, TX.  The event will go on with Jack’s son, John 

accepting the award on his father’s behalf. 

On May 11 at 2 p.m., there will be a memorial gathering and short service for Jack 

at Three Fountains, the apartment complex where Jack lived.  Many of Jack’s 

friends and poker buddies live there or nearby and the family wanted it to be 

convenient.  The address is 6033 Melody Drive, Dallas near Central Expressway 

and Northwest Highway.  If parking is full, there is second parking area on the far 

side of the facility.  All of Jack’s CAF friends are invited.  Please call 571-251-

1428 and RSVP to jtbradshaw@aol.com

Several years ago, Jack retired as the head docent for our Squadron when FIFI and 

Lil were based at the Cavanaugh Flight Museum.  Gerald Oliver listed the aircraft 

flown by Jack in his long, storied career in military and civilian aviation (see next 

page).  Jack is also an inductee in the American Combat Airman Hall of Fame.  His 

entry on the ACA Hall of Fame website is on the pages that follow.

Jack working the gate at Warbirds on Parade.

Jack at the annual Squadron meeting, Nov 2016

Jack at Lil’s waist gun during a veterans flight.

Photos by 

Raymond Jeffcoat

and many others

This photo album includes more recent pictures of Jack.  I can think 

of no better way to remember Jack and see his life story than the 

wonderful interview by NBC Channel 5 in Dallas that aired on 

November 30 last year.   Please see the link below.  

God Bless Jack Bradshaw.   Blue Skies our friend.  We will miss you 

dearly.

NBC5 Interview - Jack Bradshaw

http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/96-Year-Old-Veteran-Jack-

Bradshaw-On-Flying-With-British-Royal-Air-Force-403640736.html

mailto:jtbradshaw@aol.com
http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/96-Year-Old-Veteran-Jack-Bradshaw-On-Flying-With-British-Royal-Air-Force-403640736.html
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PT-19

BT- 13

AT 6

Tiger Moth

Miles Magester

Miles Master I, II, III

Mustang I, II, D

Avro Anson I, V

Hurricane I, II, IV

Spitfire I, II, V, IX, XII, XIV

Typhoon

Tempest I, II, III

P-47 B, D, M

UC-64 Norseman

UC-78 Crane

Piper Cub

Aeronca Pup

Aeronca Chief

Cessna 110, 140, 150, 172, 182

Globe Swift

Stinson Reliant

Taylorcraft

Ercoupe

Fairchild KR21

B-24 A, J

Beech c-45, C-46, C-47

DC 3

DC 4

DC 6A, 6B

DC-7C

Boeing B-29 FIFI

Jim Walston with Jack

Col. Frank Kruse 

and Jack
Jack greeting Lil’s crew

PLANES

JACK 

FLEW

Jack and veterans

before media flight on 

Diamond Lil in 

McKinney, Oct 2013

Charles Chauncey, Jack Bradshaw, and Bill Godwin at AirSho in 2011.
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

The flyer WANTS YOU!

Squadron Stearman
in 1:1 and 1:48 scale
If you have more than one Stearman 

at an airshow, does that mean you 

have Stearmen?  I finished this 

Revell 1:48 model kit in markings 

for the Squadron Stearman.

I have learned our Squadron’s Stearman is a PT-13 vs. the PT-17 

represented by the model kit.  There is little difference beyond the 

engine design.  The CAF DFW Wing has a PT-17 which is 

designated N2S by the Navy and in the overall yellow paint 

scheme.  The Canadians also flew the Stearman which they called 

the Kaydet.  More than 18,000 Boeing Stearman trainers were 

built and 1,000 are still flying today.

I put my experiment to the test using paint brush bristles to make 

rigging.  I was reminded why I said I’d never build another 

biplane. Rigging is a pain!   The rest of the kit went to together 

smooth as silk.  I made decals.  The CAF decal was printed on 

solid white paper and carefully trimmed.  The CAF lettering was 

trimmed and I attempted to fill in white spaces with blue paint.  

That didn’t work so I painted over the lettering.  Time for some 

professionally made CAF decals for modelers!  Who’s with me?!!!

Revell’s Stearman kit is sold at Hobby 

Lobby, Michaels, hobby stores and online.

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

