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Gary Daniels
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B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Squadron Officers:

Squadron Leader Archie Taylor 817-944-3226 taylor2014@tx.rr.com

Executive Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726 albenzing@gmail.com

Operations Officer Al Herum 305-923-3810 aldh1000@gmail.com

Adjutant/Membership Officer Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601 rabroker@hotmail.com

Maintenance Officer Phil Pedron 940-453-5324 pedacft@centurylink.net

Safety and Training Officer Stuart Watkins 623-980-4155 stuwatkins45@gmail.com

Finance Officer Curtis Limerick 972-897-3177 climerick@outlook.com

Development Officer Don Boccaccio 860-841-4321 imapilot2@cox.net

Education Officer Konley Kelley 214-995-5184 konartist@verizon.net

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

The "Flyer" Newsletter Editor Konley Kelley 214-995-5184 konartist@verizon.net

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644 pixiee@sbcglobal.net

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562 diverock@hotmail.com

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128 alma@b29b24px.org

Diamond Lil Century Club Chairperson Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601 rabroker@hotmail.com

Marketing/Touring:

Public Information Officer/Media Team Leader Jacques Robitaille 972-977-4245 jrobi1116@outlook.com

Tour Leader Instructor Don Boccaccio 860-841-4321 imapilot2@cox.net

Ride Desk Instructor Andrea Hanson 972-387-2924 ahanson@cafhq.org

Squadron Staff:

Administrative and Marketing Manager Andrea Hanson 972-387-2924 ahanson@cafhq.org

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800 rgarvis@cafhq.org

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150 f14_ad@yahoo.com
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*Schedule subject to change

Check www.airpowertour.org

2021 Tour Schedule

Niagara Falls, New York

June 30 - July 5, 2021

Pontiac, Michigan

July 8-11, 2021

Chicago/Romeoville, Illinois

July 14-18, 2021

Janesville, Wisconsin

July 23-25, 2021

Rochester, Minnesota

July 28 - August 1, 2021

Sioux Falls, South Dakota

August 4-8, 2021

Lincoln, Nebraska

August 11-15, 2021

North Platte, Nebraska

August 17, 2021

Scottsbluff, Nebraska

August 20-22, 2021

Denver, Colorado

August 25-29, 2021

Ft. Worth, Texas

March 20, 2021

McKinney, Texas

April 24, 2021

San Marcos, Texas

April 30 - May 2, 2021

Ft. Worth, Texas

May 15-16, 2021

Olive Branch, Mississippi

May 17-20, 2021

Chattanooga, Tennessee

May 21-24, 2021

Tri-Cities, Tennessee

May 25-30, 2021

Baltimore, Maryland

May 31 - June 2, 2021

Reading, Pennsylvania

June 4-6, 2021

Trenton, New Jersey

June 10-13, 2021

Nashua, New Hampshire

June 23-27, 2021

Click on any stop below for more information

www.cafB-29b24.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.airpowertour.org/
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/niagarafalls-ny
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/niagarafalls-ny
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/pontiac-mi
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/pontiac-mi
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/chicago-il
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/chicago-il
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/janesville-wi
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/janesville-wi
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/rochester-mn
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/rochester-mn
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/siouxfalls-sd
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/siouxfalls-sd
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/lincoln-ne
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/lincoln-ne
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/northplatte-nebraska
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/northplatte-nebraska
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/scottsbluff-ne
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/scottsbluff-ne
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/denver-co
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/denver-co
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/ft-worth
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/ft-worth
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/mckinney-texas
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/mckinney-texas
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/sanmarcos-tx
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/sanmarcos-tx
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/fort-worth
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/fort-worth
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/olivebranch-ms
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/olivebranch-ms
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/chattanooga-tn
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/chattanooga-tn
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/tricities-tn
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/tricities-tn
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/baltimore-maryland
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/baltimore-maryland
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/reading-pa
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/reading-pa
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/trenton-nj
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/trenton-nj
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/nashua-newhampshire
https://www.airpowersquadron.org/nashua-newhampshire
http://www.cafb29b24.org/
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Squadron Report
The exciting part of transitioning from Operations Officer to the 

Squadron Leader is the new job's change of scope. I used to worry 

about a few things, now I worry about everything. The great thing 

about the members of the B-29/B-24 Squadron is everyone has their 

areas of expertise. When you look at our members as a team, you 

start to understand what Teamwork can accomplish. 

Teamwork maximizes everyone's strengths and reduces 

weaknesses. It is the individual commitment to a group effort – that 

is what makes a team work.

Each of your contributions makes a difference and defines who we 

are, no matter what job you do for our Squadron. The planning is 

well underway for the B-29/B-24 Ground School, the 2021 

AirPower History Tour, and our relocation to CAF Headquarters at 

Dallas Executive Airport. Thank you to the many Squadron 

members who have volunteered to do whatever is needed, making 

my job much more manageable. Our goal is to continue to Educate, 

Inspire and Honor. 

I cannot think of a better team to work with as we move into 2021.  

Thanks for all you do, and please continue to stay safe.

Archie Taylor

Squadron Leader

Stu Watkins teaching a group at B-29 Ground School in 2017.
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Executive Officer

Report
At this early point in 2021, there is already a great deal of activity 

underway.  Al Herum, Ops Officer, has the lead for Ground School and 

planning the Air Power History Tour.  With the help of hard working 

and talented Volunteers these tasks are getting done in record time.

When calling around the country for Tour Stops, it is rewarding to hear 

that FIFI and Diamond Lil are so highly prized.  The early pre-sales of 

ride flights also show the list of other aircraft on our Air Power History 

Tour are in demand.

Putting aside the scars and challenges of last season, we are planning to operate as “normal” Tour Stops, with 

aircraft tours and rides.  We also realize that changes may be required, and perhaps we may be restricted to only 

Ride Flights at some locations.  We will be as flexible and nimble as we need to be, while optimistic that conditions 

will improve as the season progresses.

Because Ground School is early in the year, we are exercising caution, using only online presentations as the 

method of coping with risks.  Later, these will be supplemented with ‘hands-on’ training for crews as the aircraft 

training begins.  This is a pragmatic approach, with the required safeguards in place, until it becomes safe and 

practical for more normal activities.

The Squadron Officers are working well as a Team, which is important with another year of significant events and 

challenges ahead.  It is an honor to serve as the Squadron XO.  Call or Email if you have a question for me.

Al Benzing

Executive Officer

B-29 Pilot/AC, Al Benzing, briefing a ride flight in September, 2020                      Photo by Konley Kelley
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Flight Operations

Report
Early on in my tenure at the B-29/B-24 Squadron I had a conversation with one 

of the previous Operations Officers to discuss the best way to move forward---

to fly more airplanes and move up into the bombers. 

Here is the philosophy that was relayed to me. Fly the Stearman on tour for a 

while, get to know people, and let them get to know you. Then, if that all goes 

well we will train you as a B-24 copilot, then after some time on the Lil, we 

might move you up to the right seat of FIFI, and so on and so forth. 

It didn’t exactly go down that road for me simply because Lil was put down for 

maintenance for such an extended period of time, but you get the idea. Today 

things a bit different too, because in addition to the Stearman we have other 

aircraft options available to our pilots including the T-6, T-34, and L-26. 

For those with the background, the path from the Stearman to the T-6 to the B-24 to the B-29 makes some sense. Certainly it 

did back when these airplanes were new and flown by the US Army Air Corp.

Flight Training Expectations for 2021

Let’s be clear right up front, money is tight and the Squadron will do what it can to save on training costs for 2021. How are we 

going to do that? Well before we get into that let’s keep one important thing in mind we won’t compromise the flight training or

checkride; you will be required to complete each item up to the appropriate standard. 

So how do we plan to save a few training dollars? Spread the training out a bit. So, if you are on the tour schedule early on

expect to get trained before the tour begins or enroute to one of the early stops. FEs will be trained on pilot flight training sorties 

as well as transition flights as needed. If you aren’t on the schedule until late in Summer A or later don’t expect to get trained 

until later this summer. The exception to this may be earlier training for aircraft CP/IPs.

So with that said, how does a new guy get started? Well, my best answer is, make yourself as ready for a checkout as you 

possibly can. That means take every opportunity you have or can create to get more proficient in piston powered airplanes, learn

about radial engines, enhance your stick and rudder skills, and if you able—get tailwheel time—especially in the types we fly.  

What can pilots and FEs who aren’t on their first rodeo around here do to help the Squadron? Save us training time and money 

by being completely prepared for flight training when your time comes. One of the recent training enhancements posted in 60-1 

requires 2-hours of ground school procedures training in normal and emergency procedures. Since we don’t have a procedures 

trainer, expect to do this in the aircraft prior to flight training. Be ready---be sharp, don’t be “that guy”.

Your B-29/B-24 Squadron Flight Evaluation board for 2021 will consist of myself, Archie Taylor, Al Benzing, Bill Goeken, 

and Phil Pedron. All of these gentlemen are highly qualified for the position and I look forward to working with them.

Into 2022

Preliminary research on tour stops for the 2022 AirPower History Tour is underway at this time. If you have any input please 

send me an email for distribution to the tour committee. We are taking a hard look our national tour visiting a number of west 

coast cities next year.  

Al Herum

Flight Operations Officer
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Maintenance 

Report
FIFI is about 3 weeks away from being ready to start crew training 

flights in preparation for a new and optimistically successful tour 

season. Despite the fact we were only able to fly, a comparatively, few 

hours last year, the scope and detail of our Annual/Winter inspection 

requirements remains the same. The difference this year over the past 

four years is she did not require an engine change for top overhaul, 

and there were no major projects, such as last winter’s avionics 

upgrade. 

All of that being said and at the risk of sounding redundant, the only 

reason FIFI is going to be ready to fly months prior to our normal 

departure date of mid-May is thanks to our Crew Chiefs Rick Garvis, 

Ben Powers, and the volunteers we couldn’t do without.

Manufacture of Diamond LIL’s landing gear components, by AirCorps Aviation, is underway and progressing well. 

They have projected a completion date of late March early April. It is difficult for them to nail down an exact date 

due to the complexity of the process. The rough machining process is nearing completion, however next is the 

process of welding facets of the components requiring development and certification of welding procedures. Once 

the welding processes have been certified and completed, the parts will require additional boring procedures to be 

accomplished by another facility. In the end there are many operations to be coordinated and accomplished. As 

suggested in our last newsletter, you are encouraged to visit the AirCorps website for an overview of some of their 

amazing accomplishments and capabilities. Once the new components are received, we expect it will take about six 

weeks to have LIL back on her feet and ready for maintenance flights. She’s going to have a busy season touring 

with FIFI this year.

As soon as FIFI is ready to fly, we will be installing a new overhauled engine on our Stearman. The Squadron 

purchased the engine last year in the event we had a need while on tour. The current engine remains strong, however 

oil consumption has increased significantly indicating cylinder condition has deteriorated. She will be fresh and 

ready to go for the Fort Worth Ride day, kicking off our 2021 ride and tour season.

As always Thanks to our Squadron members for your support.

Phil Pedron

Maintenance Officer

Photo by Kevin Luke
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Training & Safety 

Report
I am very pleased to be the next Safety and Training Officer and am 

proud to continue the great work done by Steve and Toni Rabroker. 

Toni and Steve are helping greatly with my transition and Toni has 

agreed to be my Deputy Training Officer for the B-24. She is an 

incredible asset to our Squadron and I am very grateful for her hard 

work and continued support.

I am also proud to announce that Burney Baskett is my Deputy Safety 

Officer. As a serving Fire Chief, he will bring a fresh perspective on all 

our safety issues and on the integration and training of new scanners in 

Squadron operations.

The virtual Ground Schools and the open book tests on the B-24 and B-29 will set up new members to begin their 

apprenticeship and refresh us all on the safe operation of our incredible Airplanes. I will be publishing the instructor 

guides for each station of our former "face to face" Ground School. New scanner trainees will print out a copy and 

use them to get signed off on each item or skill listed in these instructor guides. These hard copy sheets will become 

the new training record for new scanners and can also be a great refresher for all of us. All current scanners can help 

train new scanners but lead scanners will verify proficiency and then will be checked off by our instructors. After 

completion these sheets will be given to me to document each Scanner's training proficiency.

This change will help everyone know all the skills and abilities needed to maintain proficiency. This more detailed 

approach is needed to reinforce the "virtual distance learning" made necessary by the Virus and will help us stay 

ahead of the records keeping power curve.

In a lighter mode, I recommend that you all may like to see the ride flight of FIFI over Oshkosh on YouTube. 

I recommend it highly for our new folks, as it takes you through an entire ride flight.

“Crawl through a B-29 Superfortress in Flight”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XakK81edKFA

Thank you all for electing me to be your Safety and Training Officer!

Stu Watkins

Safety Officer

Photo by Chet Manly

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XakK81edKFA
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Development 

Report
As we shut the door on 2020, the officers have shifted into high gear to 

not only remove any cob webs from the system, but to enhance some 

existing policies and procedures, including ground school. Fundraising 

was a monumental job last year and because of everyone’s hard work and 

generosity, we are here, still standing and functioning. I won’t belabor the 

work that was done by this unique group, but we pulled it off! If you see 

any of them this year out on tour, make it a point to thank them.

Now that we are coming into the year 2021, our sights are trained on this 

years tour schedule. Clearly, this is where most of our funding comes 

from.

Most officers and members wear more than one hat and in my case, in addition to Development, that hat is the Tour 

Leader Trainer hat. This year we would like to encourage more people to apply for the TL position. The tour leader 

position is unique. Yes, it’s a lot of work, no question, but the rewards are satisfying. You get to pick your own crew 

and become to feel that “your crew” is the best and that they can and will do anything to make the tour safe, 

profitable and fun.

We are presently rewriting the tour manual and have worked to minimize the “after hours” work that is probably the 

most laborious part of the job. Once we have those changes made, they will be incorporated into the manual. We 

will then have a training session for those who have showed an interest to become a tour leader. Remember, the 

only requirements are to be a member of both the Squadron and the CAF, and of course, have the love for ice 

cream!

Don’t forget we still need Ride Desk volunteers too.

If you’re interested in either position, signup for either session , do the Presentations for ALL CREW and then you 

will see a note to contact Me for a ZOOM Presentation.

Don Boccaccio

Development Officer

Ride desk operations at a tour stop.Rocky and Alma’s Px tent is a welcome sight for arriving crews.
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PIO Report

Finally, 2020 is behind us! Wow, what a year that was!  Time to look 

forward and start planning for the 2021 Tour. Most of the upcoming 

tour stops have already been announced, and the work to get them 

publicized and promoted is underway. Remarkably, we already have 

over 100 seats sold, and we’re just getting started. I think there may be 

just a little bit of pent-up demand by folks out there just wanting to get 

out and DO SOMETHING COOL! What d’ya think!

So keep your fingers crossed! It looks like 2021 is going to be a great 

year!

But before we get too excited about the future, let’s take a brief stroll 

down memory lane. 

Last year I reported about the Smithsonian Channel had reached out to us to come film FIFI for an episode on B-29’s 

for their show “AirWarriors”. The stars all finally came into alignment, and we were finally able to make it happen 

back in August. 

I recently received word that that episode “Air Warriors: B-29” will be premiering on the Smithsonian Channel on 

Sunday, February 28th, at 8PM EST. For more air times, you can also check the Season 8 schedule (to be posted 

soon) at:

https://www.smithsonianchannel.com/details/series/1003487

Enjoy! 

And be safe and be careful out there!

Jacques Robitaille

Public Information Officer

FIFI and her co-star, B-29 pilot/AC, Al Benzing during the recording session with Air Warriors.

https://www.smithsonianchannel.com/details/series/1003487
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Finance Report
I am both honored and excited to serve as your Squadron Finance 

Officer. How cool is it to be able to use my finance skills and experience 

to help keep these magnificent warbirds flying? Donors and members 

like you have entrusted their hard earned money to us to preserve and 

share these historic aircraft, and we must be good stewards. With this in 

mind, my initial areas of focus are to:

• Account for our income, expenses and what we own and owe in the 

most accurate and efficient way

• Provide financial information to support data-driven decisions by the 

staff

• Do everything possible to make sure we are getting the best value for 

our scarce resources

Hats off to everyone who helped get us through a very difficult year in 2020. I want to extend a special thanks to 

our Squadron Office Administrator Andrea Hanson who has graciously answered my never-ending questions, and 

does such a fantastic job for all of us.

As others will detail elsewhere in the Flyer, we are off to a great start for the upcoming season. Thanks for all that 

each of you do to support the Squadron with your time, talent and treasure. Hope to see you on tour!

Curtis Limerick

Finance Officer
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Education Report
Drones, drones, drones

This is my third EO Report with drones as the subject matter.  After posting 

about this topic, I heard from our members who fly drones.  There may be 

more of you as drones keep gaining in popularity.  Keep drones flying 

Over the holiday break, I watched EYE IN THE SKY 

(2015) starring Helen Mirren, Alan Rickman (his last 

film) and Aaron Paul as a USAF drone pilot.  The plot 

revolved around decision-making to use a drone for a 

military strike and potential collateral damage.  

Around the same time, I saw footage on the internet of a 

Chinese drone outfitted with a flamethrower.  It was a 

The North Central Texas Council of Governments has established the North Texas 

UAS Safety and Integration Task Force.  This group is charged with mitigating reckless 

UAS usage and integrating UAS tech safely in the DFW community.  There is a ton of 

info on their site https://www.northtexasuas.com/ I am now on the task force education 

team.  Ernest Huffman, a drone advocate and pilot, is leading this initiative and has a 

history in the CAF and Redbird Squadron.

good mission.  The drone incinerated dangerous wasp nests in trees.  

Nobody wants to be stung by a wasp, or murder hornet, for that matter.

I’m paying special attention to drone movies and media coverage like this because I am on a 

task force in Dallas College looking at Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) curriculum for 

students and career training opportunities.  In the last six months, I have attended quite a few 

UAS-related workshops and conferences.  We all agree there continues to be concern among 

the masses that drones are something to be feared.  Weaponized drones in movies, negative 

stories and seeing flamethrower drones leave the public nervous about drones in our airspace.

The topic at the UAS Task Force meeting this week was the future of air taxis.  

I’ve written about this before having seen a presentation by Bell Flight and 

prototypes for Uber Elevate, one of the services jockeying for position in what 

could become a $2.7 trillion industry by 2040 which, by 2040, could see more 

Urban Air Mobility (UAM) vehicles than conventional aircraft (est 2.5M units 

flying people or cargo).  A survey of 10 cities globally determined the top city 

for UAM operation to be London.  Fewer regulations in international cities will 

likely mean skies filled with air taxis in other countries before the U.S.  FYI -

Consumers surveyed cited the cost to fly as a determining factor over safety.
Bell Flight’s APT70 eVTOL (electric 

vertical take off and landing) vehicle

If you are interested in more exploration, I highly encourage you to attend the free event “Know Before you Fly 

Your Drone” on February 6.  Here is the link to sign up.  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/know-before-you-fly-your-

drone-virtual-workshop-tickets-135363490845?aff=erelexpmlt

In November, I attended a workshop called “Drones in the Classroom” 

sponsored by the SMU Lyle School of Engineering.  If you know 

anyone who has a negative perception of drones, I encourage you to 

show them two links.  The first link is about Perservance, a rover 

NASA is landing on the planet Mars this February 18.  Connected to 

the rover is Ingenuity, a drone that can detach and fly missions.  How 

cool is that?!!!  https://www.nasa.gov/feature/jpl/6-things-to-know-

about-nasas-ingenuity-mars-helicopter/

Yikes!

Artist rendering of Perseverance and Ingenuity 

on the Martian surface.

https://www.northtexasuas.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/know-before-you-fly-your-drone-virtual-workshop-tickets-135363490845?aff=erelexpmlt
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.nasa.gov/feature/jpl/6-things-to-know-about-nasas-ingenuity-mars-helicopter/&data=04|01|kkelley@dcccd.edu|7e07524c6cf84ecc2d7708d896498894|d67e5453732f4adc94a44888f2d97d5d|0|0|637424589861251089|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=d6pWyUij6n6Hm6/r4n36ubExgach3HY%2BqNvKpSQg3R0%3D&reserved=0
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The second link is to a company called Zipline.  At the workshop, we went 

live to a Zipline base in Ghana.  We watched the take-off and retrieval of 

drones programmed to fly over remote villages and drop medical supplies by 

parachute.  After watching the live feed from Ghana, a young lady with 

Zipline who writes software to program the drones gave us more information.  

What was she working on?  Collision avoidance systems.  

https://flyzipline.com/

What I’ve gleaned from this event and other workshops is the importance of 

software programming and design over piloting skills.  If I am talking to a 

young person, of course I will express the value of learning to safely fly 

drones and attaining your FAA Part 107 license, but it may make someone far 

more competitive and job-ready knowing Python, C++ and other 

programming languages used to program drones to fly autonomously. 

Top in-demand education and experience 

for drone jobs:

• Drone Software Engineers

• Mechanical/Electrical Engineers

• Drone Pilots

• Business Development

• Education positions

Map of Zipline service area in Rwanda

If you look to the skies at night, you are beginning to see the dramatic results of drone programming in a big way.   

Below is a table comparing two options for delivering a popular form of evening entertainment.  After last year’s 4th

of July inferno in Plano, Texas, the city leaders and event planners may want to take a look at this:

Have you figured it out?  Drones replacing fireworks.  To the right is a still image 

from a Swarm Drone display near Intel’s headquarters in Santa Clara, CA.  If you 

go online, you can see footage of several shows like this.  Interesting, huh?

One more thing, a past speaker urged we get something corrected in the world of 

drone nomenclature. I also believe it is the right thing to do.  “Unmanned Aircraft 

Systems” should be changed to “Unoccupied Aircraft Systems.”  Proof in point - I 

encourage you to go to “Women and Drones” https://womenanddrones.com/ and 

check out what is going on.  The future belongs to anyone who wants a part of it.

On a personal note, this is my last year serving as the Squadron Education Officer.  

I will continue as the Editor of The Flyer, but this is my 72nd issue since 2012 so I 

am feeling a little burned out.  If someone does want the job, let me know and I will 

be happy to stay on as a contributor.  And, as Rona fades away, let me know what 

ideas you have for education, both at home and on tour in 2021.  I would be glad to 

know your thinking and do something awesome for the Squadron and our fans.

Konley Kelley, Education Officer

https://flyzipline.com/
https://womenanddrones.com/
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Member News

Winter 2021

The Squadron welcomes new 

members added Winter 2020.
Dylan Phelps - Grapevine, TX

Joshua Tate - Midlothian, TX

Justin Todd - Fort Worth, TX

Daniel Honzik - Oak Creek, WI

Michael Hamernik - Clarkson, NE

Robert Johnson - Dallas, TX

Jonathan Hardwick - Germantown, TN

Gary Hansen - Reno, NV

Mark Gill - Haymarket, VA

Matthew Hood - Argyle, TX

Caleb Cole - Duncan, OK

Neal Sands - Orlando, FL

If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at rabroker@hotmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

Toni Rabroker, Adjutant &

Membership Coordinator

Check the Squadron website under the Members Only 
section for your Squadron membership status. If you 
have membership questions or there is anything I can 
do to help you get involved, please let me know.   
- Toni Rabroker

Find us on

Make sure you visit the Squadron Px for 

all your 2021 Ground School stuff
Px Captains, Alma and Rocky Smith will take care of you.

Whether we are on tour or home, we can fill your 

order. Short or long sleeve uniform shirts, performance 

polos, quarter zip fleece, as well as hats and tshirts (as found 

on www.B29B24PX.org). We will even do name drops on 

the shirts. Email alma@B-29b24px.org with size, quantity, 

your phone and email information.

Superbowl LV  Go _______!Insert team here

Squadron Member Burney Baskett did an 

outstanding job on a 1:48 Scale “Enola Gay.”  

I swapped e-mails with Burney during the WIP 

and provided a few tips.  I am so impressed 

with his work.  So c’mon all you Squadron 

modelers out there.  Let’s hear from you and 

share our best work.  I’ve invited Burney to be 

a founding member of the new B-29/B-24 

Squadron Modeling Club.  We are standing 

by to answer any of your questions and 

encourage you on your    next project.  

Contact Konley Kelley at konartist@verizon.net

to join the B29B24 SMC.  With the Squadron 

Officers’ OK, I’ll set us up on Facebook, too.

2021 Squadron 

Membership is due

mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:alma@b29b24px.org
mailto:konartist@Verizon.net
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Please have a mask and 

follow all safety 

instructions from CAF 

maintenance staff to 

keep you safe from C-19.
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2021 B-24 Ground School

REGISTRATION OPEN

Aircraft included: B-24, T-6, PT-13/17, T-34, L-26

Date: February 15-28, 2021

Location: Home-Based Computer Training

Welcome to our kickoff event for 2021!  As we did last year for B-29 Ground School, and with the 

approval of CAF HQ, your B-29/B-24 Squadron leadership has chosen to conduct B-24 Ground 

School via home-based computer training this year.

All pilots, flight engineers, scanners, ride desk, and tour leaders must sign up for ground school 

prior to February 15, 2021.

Click the LINK below to sign up for B-24 Ground School.

Instructions on how to access the ground school modules and tests will be 

described in an upcoming email.

Ground School cost is $49.

REGISTER FOR B-24 GROUND SCHOOL

IMPORTANT
All participants must be current CAF Colonels.

You do not need to be a B-29/B-24 Squadron member to attend ground school.

If you plan to tour with the squadron and fly our aircraft you will need to be a B-29/B-24 

Squadron member. This means you must be current with your national dues ($200) and 

Squadron dues ($75). You can sign up and renew your memberships online when you register. 

All questions regarding membership should be directed to

Toni Rabroker rabroker@hotmail.com.

https://caf.formstack.com/forms/b24_ground_school_reservations_2021
mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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Four Book Reviews by Al Benzing

The Kassel Raid

Saga of the Superfortress

Front Burner

For Pilots’ Eyes Only – Confessions of a Pan Am Veteran 

THE KASSEL RAID  Copyright 2020

By Eric Ratcliffe  (Reviewed by Allen Benzing 11/12/2020)

Eric does an excellent job of telling the compelling story of this tragic mission.  By 

expertly intertwining the many components of the story it keeps the reader’s attention, 

providing details of training, the challenges of getting to England, and setting up a new 

base from farm fields for their perilous missions.  The elements of the Kassel Raid itself 

are complex, from the dreaded briefing, the dangers of the formation join-up and the 

gravity of a navigation error, leading to the savage battle with the Luftwaffe - guns against 

cannon. The brutality of the individual battles is harshly, but realistically portrayed, as is 

the aftermath for the fortunate – jumping or being blown out of a fiery B-24, no doubt as 

told by survivors. The fate of crews after landing in Germany, often injured, is well 

described.  Their survival differing by circumstance and chance.  Some to suffer greatly or 

be killed by Germans and others to endure as POWs and eventually return to their homes.  

I’ve known Eric for several years, having enjoyed a tour of East Anglia with him, 

including Tibenham with some glider flying.  He is passionate about WWII history; his 

expertise and extensive research combine to create this excellent book.

SAGA OF THE SUPERFORTRESS Copyright 1980

By Steve Birdsall   (Reviewed by Allen Benzing 11/10/2020) 

Steve Birdsall also wrote “Log of the Liberators”,  books on the B-24 and B-17, and more.

This book was a gift from Phil Webb and Crystal, an Estate Sale Treasure!

An excellent, well researched book on the B-29, it’s crews and missions.  I’ve ready many 

books that cover this story, incredible in size and scope, and this book adds to the 

understanding of the hardships, sacrifices and crushing tragedies.  

There is a significant level of detail on many missions, drawing the reader into the fears 

and fight for survival.  It excels in describing the level of fighter attacks and their ferocity, 

often to include ramming, as well Flak affecting day and nighttime missions.  More so than 

previous books, it details the Mining missions, to include training, challenges and the 

number of aircraft and missions need to repeatedly sow Mines, as the Japanese made every 

effort to clear channels for essential shipping.

Whether high or low altitude, incendiary or high explosive bombs, or mines, the missions 

were incredibly dangerous, with B-29s lost to fighters, ramming, flak, engine problems or 

‘unknown causes.  Too often the end came after a ditching, when survivors could not be 

found in the vast Pacific.  Among these tragedies were some incredible stories of survival, 

when severely damaged B-29s struggled back to their base, or Iwo Jima, often to skid out 

of control due to battle damage.
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For Pilots’ Eyes Only – Confessions of a Pan Am Veteran  Copyright 1993

By Ned Wilson  (Reviewed by Allen Benzing 11/9//2020)

Ned Wilson, an early Pan Am pilot (1942) who retired off the 747 in 1981. Ned gave this 

book to Fred & Mimi Reed (my son’s in-laws), who sent it on to me. 

There are many short stories about the early days - DC-3 flying in Central and South 

America – tough duty, with no infrastructure. Later, he flew the DC-8, and   Boeing 707 

and 747.  Interesting read for sure, but a generation ahead of me, so many things that were 

done at that time would not be tolerated now, whether for the right reasons or not! Pilots 

of that era, especially at International (3rd world!) destinations really earned their pay.  

After retirement, Ned flew long distance competition flights in sailplanes, a real test of his 

mettle. Included is a requiem of Pan Am from a friend who flew the last flight home to 

Miami, Dec 4, 1991.

FRONT BURNER Copyright 2012

By Kirk Lippold, USN (Ret)   (Reviewed by Allen Benzing 10/2020)

Kirk Lippold was the Commanding Officer of the USS Cole on Oct 15, 2000 when it was 

attacked by Al-Qaeda while refueling in Aden, Yemen.

I had a chance meeting with the author on the airport ramp at Manassas, VA.  Our CAF B-

29 Superfortress “FIFI” was there to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the end of WWII.  

As a fellow pilot, I offered him a tour of the cockpit, which he was pleased to accept.  The 

conversation led to Military Service and I inquired about his – I was surprised to learn he 

had been the Commander of the USS Cole!  He gave our B-29 crew a copy of this book and 

I am the first to read it.  Coincidently, while I was mid-way through the book, Kirk Lippold

published an article on the USS Cole bombing 20th Anniversary in the Wall Street Journal.  

It was an interesting read, as was his book.

Front Burner is an intense, first-person account from the Commander of the USS Cole 

during the events leading up to the bombing, the horrific deaths and destruction from the 

explosion, and the gut-wrenching aftermath for the surviving crew.  The Commander and 

Crew worked feverishly to save the lives of the severely wounded and stabilize the severely 

damaged ship.  Conditions varied from poor to terrible, with inaccessible dead bodies, lack 

of power, limited food and water in oppressive heat, and many nights sleeping fitfully on the 

deck.

With no infrastructure, an uncooperative local government and sporadic support from the 

US Government and Navy, it was a seemingly never-ending ordeal. The crew labored for 

two weeks before they were able to leave the ship for home.  The USS Cole was floated 

aboard a large ocean-going rescue barge for transport to the US.  Initially, Commander 

Lippold stayed with the ship, but was later convinced to return home as the inevitable 

investigations were underway.

The tone of the book, level of detail and intensity reflect the passion of the author, taking the 

responsibility of Command very seriously.  Written some years after the attack, and 

following investigations, high-level assignments and setbacks, it also reflects the reality of 

being second-guessed at every turn and supported or undercut as expedient to others.  He 

did have the support of many Admirals and high-ranking officials, yet others felt that the 

“Captain is responsible” regardless of whether there was any action he could have taken to 

avoid the bombing.  Senator John Warner of VA (former Sec Navy) was vehement in his 

obstruction to later promotions for the Commander.
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Special Feature

Joe Whitt, Pearl Harbor Survivor
By Konley Kelley 

with special thanks to Angie Whitney

I first learned about Joe Whitt from his niece, Cheryl Rios.  

Cheryl contacted me after seeing my artwork of the USS San 

Francisco, CA-38 on the USS San Francisco Memorial 

website.   Cheryl asked me for a print to give to her uncle, Joe 

Whitt, who was a sailor on the USS San Francisco and also 

survivor of the Pearl Harbor attack and veteran of numerous 

naval campaigns in the Pacific.  In fact, Joe can claim he heard 

the first shot of WWII at Pearl Harbor and the last shot of 

WWII at Okinawa.

As luck would have it, FIFI was going to be at Lunken Field in 

Cincinnati on June 29, very close to Joe’s home.   Joe and his 

wife, Judy came to see FIFI.   Here is little bit about Joe’s 

amazing life and service to our country.

Joe was born in Kentucky on September 29, 1923.   At age 

five, he and his family moved to Ohio where he has remained 

his whole life.  At 17, his Father agreed to let him join the 

Navy on the condition he didn’t come back with any tattoos 

(Joe kept that promise).  

After basic training at Great Lakes, IL, Joe was assigned to the 

heavy cruiser, USS San Francisco CA-38.  There he manned the #1 

gun turret.  In 1941, the Frisco was stationed at Pearl Harbor.  On 

December 7th, Joe and his crewmates broke the lock on the armory
and went above decks to fire 

on the attacking Japanese 

aircraft.  He witnessed the 

Oklahoma capsize and many 

other horrors that fateful 

morning.  

Nine months later, the Frisco

shelled the Japanese positions 

on Guadalcanal in support of 

the Marine landings to take 

the island.
Joe Whitt in Honolulu, 1941

Joe Whitt in FIFI’s cockpit

Reprint from July, 2013 Flyer
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During the Guadalcanal operation, he received training as a Radar Operator but a “voice” told him 

to stay with his #1 turret.  Later during an air attack, Frisco gunners hit a Japanese “Betty” bomber.  

The pilot aimed his plane at the Frisco and crashed into the Aft Control Station where Joe would 

have been manning the radar.  15 of his crewmates were killed and 29 were wounded.

On the night of November 12th, the Frisco engaged in the Naval Battle of Guadalcanal.   This hard 

fought surface battle took place in the glow of searchlights, star shells and the blasts of naval guns.  

The Frisco traded fire with the 

Japanese battleships Kirishima 

and Hiei.   Joe’s ship took 45 

direct hits resulting in loss of 

Admiral Callaghan, Captain 

Young and 75 of his shipmates 

with another 105 wounded.  The 

Hiei turned away (later it was 

learned the Frisco dealt a fatal hit 

to her steering control.  Navy 

pilots later found and sank her).   

Joe assisted with the wounded 

and the light cruiser, USS Juneau 

sent a boat over with medical 

personnel.  Less than an hour 

later, the Juneau was struck by a torpedo fired from a Japanese submarine.  Joe witnessed the final 

seconds of the Juneau as she blew apart in a massive explosion and sank in less than a minute.  

Included among the nearly 700 sailors lost on the Juneau were the five Sullivan brothers.

Shell-riddled sections of the Frisco’s bridge at the USS San Francisco 

Memorial at Land’s End just west of Golden Gate Park in San Francisco.

Naval Battle of Guadalcanal, artwork by Konley Kelley

From Pearl Harbor to Okinawa, Joe was under fire by the Japanese as many as 65 times.  He served 

on the Frisco until 1944.  Just prior to the war ending, he was transferred to the USS Alaska, CB-1.  

He was honorably discharged as a  Boatswain’s Mate First Class in November, 1946.
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After leaving the Navy, Joe spent a year in Chicago to learn refrigerator/air conditioning.  He

returned to Cincinnati and was employed by the Coca-Cola Company as a refrigerator technician 

for the next 38 ½ years.  He currently lives with his wife, Judy, in Nicholsville, OH.

Joe is Ohio State Chairman for the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association, Inc., the Midwest Regional 

Administrator for the USS San Francisco Association, and is a member of the USS Alaska 

Association.  He is an associate member of the Leatherneck Detachment of the Marine Corps 

League of Cincinnati.  He is an active public speaker and frequently sought out by news outlets for 

his perspective on Pearl Harbor.

His son, Rodney Whitt and family live in Tempe, AZ where he recently retired as the Engineering 

Manager of the city.  Joe’s daughter, Carolyn Larson, lives with her family in Cincinatti, OH.  

Three of Carolyn’s sons have their doctoral degree, a fact that makes Joe unbelievably proud.

Joe and his wife Judy visited FIFI in Cincinnati.   I have received a letter from Judy expressing her 

thanks for the visit.   Joe’s niece, Cheryl Rios, also sent along these words, “I can never thank you 

and the flight crew, Angie, Paul and everyone else involved in giving my Uncle Joe such a 

wonderful day. We all know he is definitely well into his sunset years but his mind is extremely 

sharp. I am forever grateful to everyone associated with FIFI.”

During the visit to see FIFI, our crewmembers, Paul Maupin and Angie Whitney, assisted Joe, who 

will turn 90 this year, into FIFI’s cockpit.   Joe said to them, “I feel honored to be up in the cockpit.  

I always had great respect for the men who crewed these planes.”  

Joe Whitt, 1943 Joe Whitt, 2013

https://www.facebook.com/ohiodepartmentofveteransservices/videos/2310217355788287/

Editor update:  Joe Whitt has been in a few news stories recently.  He was honored by the Governor of Ohio in 

2019 and in piece on a Cincinnati TV station 12/7/20.  Here is a link:  

https://www.facebook.com/ohiodepartmentofveteransservices/videos/2310217355788287/
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Special Feature

Major George Preddy
By Konley Kelley

I believe the P-51 Mustang is the most beautiful fighter 

ever (with the Spitfire being a close second).  We love 

seeing Mustangs at airshows and the APHT tour is often 

joined by a Mustang.  A ride in the “Cadillac of the Sky” is 

a must-have for many warbird fans.  As a scale and 3D 

modeler, I have modeled many of the WWII fighters that 

are most commonly associated with legendary aces.  I’ve 

made McCampbell’s Hellcat, Pappy’s Corsair, Bong’s 

Lightning, Gabreski’s Jug, etc., and now Preddy’s Mustang.  

Major George Preddy was our top Mustang Ace of WWII.

Preddy grew up in Greensboro, NC.  He was a barnstormer pilot 

but, due to his slight frame and inability to pass the physical tests, 

the Navy rejected his application three times.  In the Summer of 

1940, he passed the USAAF physical and, as he waited an opening 

for flight training, joined the Army National Guard.  In April, 1941 

he began training as a pilot and was deployed to Australia with the 

9th Pursuit Squadron in December, 1941.  Here he began flying 

combat missions in a P-40 until July, 1942 when he was nearly 

killed in a mid-air collision with another pilot in his squadron.

Major George Preddy’s story is one of both triumph and tragedy.  He was never taken down by enemy fire and was 

on his way to becoming the leading ace in the ETO.  On Christmas Day, 1944, he flew his last sortie, shot down by 

friendly anti-aircraft fire over the Belgium countryside.  25 year-old Major George Preddy, the top Mustang ace of all 

time with a record of 26.83 aerial victories, was gone.  General John Meyer, Preddy’s Squadron Commander later 

wrote, “I have never met a man with such an intense desire to excel.  George Preddy was the complete fighter pilot.”

Returning to the U.S. he 

trained in P-38s before 

being shipped to England 

and assigned to the 487th

FS, 352nd FG, the famed 

“Blue Nosed Bastards of 

Bodney.”  Preddy began 

racking up his scoreboard, 

often fearlessly attacking 

the enemy when he was 

outnumbered.  His bravery 

earned him the Silver Star.  

After the 352nd was supplied P-51s, Preddy scored his 5th victory 

on May 13, 1944.  When he neared 200 hours of flight time, he 

was granted an extension so he could continue flying.  

Preddy stands with his Curtiss P-40 Warhawk 

"Tarheel” in the Pacific theatre where he was 

stationed until Oct, 1942.

Preddy and his P-47  Thunderbolt 

“Razorback” Cripes A’ Mighty.

P-51B Mustang Cripes A’ Mighty 

in full invasion stripes

Top Mustang Ace
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Preddy was well-liked by his ground crews and shared 

credit with them for his success.  A testament to this bond 

was the care they gave his aircraft, evidenced by Preddy 

never aborting a machine due to mechanical failure.  

On August 7, Preddy saw over 30 BF-190s about to 

pounce on a formation of B-17s.  In his Mustang Cripes A’ 

Mighty, he shot down six enemy aircraft earning him the 

DSC.  After a short leave stateside, he assumed command 

of the 328th.  On November 2, his unit downed 25 enemy 

aircraft, a record in the ETO.  

When the weather started clearing during the Battle of the 

Bulge, fighter missions resumed.  On Christmas Day, 1944, 

Preddy downed two more BF-109s then hit the deck in pursuit 

of an FW-190.  Although most allied aircraft batteries were 

alerted to the American fighters in the vicinity, one opened up 

on Cripes A’ Mighty.  Preddy was seen falling from his stricken 

aircraft at 200 ft.  His parachute never deployed.

An inverted Cripes A’ Mighty cartwheeled into the ground.  

Wreckage at the crash site included an unmistakable piece of 

fuselage covered with small swastikas.  Moments after finding 

Preddy’s body, two BF-109s streaked by along the same path 

but no AA fired.

Preddy flashing notice of his six aerial victories.

Footage from Preddy’s gun 

camera of his DSC mission.

Major George Preddy, 1944



25

Preddy was an exemplary commander revered by his fellow pilots and 

crews.  His talent as a fighter pilot was unsurpassed and, if not for that 

fateful Christmas day in 1944, the “what if” thoughts abound.  When 

asked about air combat, Preddy once said, “I’m sure as hell not a killer, 

but combat flying is a game, and a guy likes to come out on top.”

I have built Preddy’s final Cripes A’ Mighty in plastic and 3D.  I found 

many resources for this project including a book by Golden EagleCals 

with decals for each of Preddy’s Mustangs.  Depending on the Mustang 

kit you make, you can buy 1:32, 1:48 and 1:72 decals.  I love the look 

of Preddy’s Mustang Cripes A Mighty and the wonderful visual hints 

all over the plane of his crew chief’s civilian vocation…a barber.  

Next up for me is another Mustang Ace who recently celebrated his 99th birthday.  Triple Ace Colonel Clarence Emil 

“Bud” Anderson’s P-51 Mustang Old Crow.  I should be farther along on this project and bought a bottle of Old 

Crow to celebrate its completion.  Well, I’ve completed the bottle but not the model.  Wish me luck!  

1:48 scale model 

Barber pole art on nose

3D model
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Photo Album

Best Pictures EVER
Contributions from members and 

8 years of photos from The Flyer

Alex Beckett Phil Webb David Nolen

Burney Baskett

Brian Audette John Schauer

Chris Tola Jean Allen

Truitt Harper

Spencer Doerr

Brian Walter

Lloyd HedgesGordon Dunn

There are so many more great 

pictures.  Visit The Flyer archive 

and follow us on Facebook!
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BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST

Mark Russell

Steve Heath

Michael Jamilosa Curt Lewis

John Mccullagh

Konley Kelley

Scott Slocum

Natasha Sanders

Raymond Jeffcoat

Al Benzing
Robert Edwards

Mark Loper

Steve Schapiro

Mark Russell
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BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST

David O’Connor

Larry Popp

Rocky Smith

Gerald Oliver

Robert Edwards

Tom Griffith

Alice Jackson

Chet Manley

Mary Green

Konley Kelley

Rod Reilly

Kevin Luke

Ryan Tykosh Tony Stein
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BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST

Jordan Belt Rick Garvis

David O’ConnorBud Calley Bud Calley

Scott Slocum

Raymond Jeffcoat

David O’Connor

Kevin Hong

Kevin Hong

Steve Heath

Philippe Colin
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BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST

Lois Garcia

Scott Gupton

Gerald Oliver

Van BevernKevin Hong

Mark Wilson/Getty Images

Rick Garvis

Derek Soanes

Ryan Bloomfield

Zane AdamsLloyd Hedges
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BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST

Chris Hallmark

Scott Slocum

Kevin Hong

Konley Kelley

Scott Slocum

Leslie Garvis

Rod Reilly

Steve Heath

Steve Heath

Rocky Smith
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BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST PICTURES EVER BEST

Konley Kelley

Allie Hoyt

Chet Manly

Kevin Hong

Rocky Smith

Chet ManlyUnknown

Philippe Lacroix

Kevin Hong
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Editor’s Corner

The flyer WANTS YOU!

I recently upgraded my 

Android to an S-10.  The 

new phone is great with 

more features, better camera 

and long-lasting battery. 

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net
Blue Skies and Tailwinds General Yeager 2/13/23-12/7/20

Samsung and the 

Superfortress

I’m not much of a phone gamer but I took a look in the Galaxy Store 

apps for some WWII action. I found a game free with ads called 

Warplanes WW2 Dogfight.  I love this game and now have hours of 

flight time and combat experience.  It is easy to play and flies using 

the gyroscope in my phone.  A player can fly missions as a U.S., 

British, German, Japanese or Russian pilot (although I don’t

like playing as a bad guy).  When you finish a mission, 

you earn gold coins so you can buy better planes.  I am the 

owner of just about every American and RAF fighter and 

bomber in addition to a German ME-262.  After a long 

stretch of game play and ignoring options to pay for 

updates, I earned 1,200 gold coins and bought a B-29 

Superfortress.  I am now practically invincible in the skies 

and can fly it like a fighter if I have the urge. Not terribly 

realistic but…oh well  One drawback – in this version 

of the game there is no option to buy and fly a B-24.  

New Year’s Resolutions
I have not replaced my Mac so 3D modeling projects are not an option but I have a 

pretty big stash of plastic model kits to build - more than I can probably make in my 

lifetime.  In all these years of scale modeling, I have only dabbled with cheap airbrushes 

and have yet to master this skill.  I really want to make General Galland’s BF-109E so it 

is time to get airbrush competent.  2021 will be my year!  What are your 2021 goals?

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

www.cafB-29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

Photo by Scott Slocum

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

