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Feature Story:
“Another FIFI?”

Great sunset shot of our the Stearman, Bucket 
of Bolts and FIFI at the Lakefront Airport in 
New Orleans in October
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2015 Squadron Schedule
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Squadron Report

Neils Agather
Squadron Leader

When you are dealing withKeeping ‘Em Flyingthere is no 
end of season, just the beginning of the next one. We have 
had a good finish to the year with a fantastic stop in New 
Orleans with the National WWII Museum. There was a huge 
turnout of very enthusiastic people in what was clearly a win-
win event for both the NWWII Museum and the CAF/B-29 
B-24 Squadron. We have forged a new, very good 
relationship.

FIFI and Texas Raiders at Lakefront Airport in New Orleans.
Photo by Adam Smith

The Squadron also held its Annual Meeting and Second Chili Cook-Off. We had over 75 people in 
attendance and eight courageous chefs who competed, each with some very fine chili. I think I can 
say a great deal of fun was had. We also held our Squadron elections. I want to thank everyone for 
their continued support. It really is an honor to be Squadron Leader. I should point out the obvious, 
with so many good people stepping forward and doing a great job, I really do not do much.

The Squadron membership voted to have Lil fly into Dallas Executive early next summer to 
undergo some serious restoration work and an engine change. She will also be available for the 
fund-raising effort for the new National Air Base. She will be down for about 15 months. Since we 
are on to our next phase, the two aircraft are down for the winter although Lil remains airworthy 
asFIFI undergoes heavy winter maintenance. An early tour to California forFIFI is being planned 
right now. We will have our B-29 Ground School the weekend of 6 February, so the planning for 
that is well underway.

I hope everyone has a Happy Thanksgiving.  We have much to be thankful for this holiday season.

National WWII Museum
logo for joint CAF event
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Executive Officer
Report

Tom Travis
Executive Officer

We’re at the end of another season and our planes are back 
home and in winter maintenance. We’re lucky to have such 
a dedicated team of mechanics who take care of these planes 
both at home and on the road. By the time tour season rolls 
around Rick, Don and Ben along with our volunteers will 
have the fleet ready to go. 

Although this wasn’t our most profitable year, it was a safe 
one and for that we should be thankful. 

Tom Travis and Debbie Travis King at the controls of FIFI
Photo by Patrick Herlihy
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Maintenance Report
B-29 / B-24 Maintenance Photo Collage                           

by Rick Garvis, Crew Chief

Don working 
on #3

On the roof

Props off to the shop

Here’s something you don’t see everyday – name the jet

Training flight

Lil back on ground 
and still running great!

Hard at work.
Come lend a hand!

Maintenance selfie
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Flight Operations 
Report

A Close to 2014
It’s a great relief to end 2014 without any major incidents or accidents.   
Operationally, we are right on par with previous years for flight hours.  
We completed 96 ride flights in the B-29 which equates to over 900 
riders.  The B-24 as well had a banner year for touring and ride flights.  
She completed her tour with no snags and a lot of very happy fans.  I 
think its safe to say that the AirPower History Tour has been a great 
success.  

I’d like to thank all of our top-notch flight crews for all of their hard 
work.  We continue to train and recruit pilots and scanners for all of the 
positions and I’m looking forward to seeing new faces in 2015. We are
always happy to see new members become qualified in the aircraft. We had some really great tour stops this year.

Our Squadron planned and participated in the first annual Air Expo here at Dallas Executive Airport.  We had over 
6,000 people attend and all the aircraft in attendance were busy giving rides all day.  We also had really great 
success in New Orleans this year.  We partnered with the National WWII Museum who were fabulous hosts.  We 
had over 10,000 people for a first year event and brought home both ride revenue and gate proceeds.  We were very 
thankful to have the B-17 Texas Raiders along with other CAF fellow units who attended and had equal success.  

Ground School 2015
February 7-8, 2015 is scheduled for B-29 Ground School.  This year we will have the school at Meacham Airfield 
in Fort Worth, Texas.  We will cover all of the usual items such as basics of touring to the technical subjects of 
crewing the aircraft.  I encourage everyone who is interested in participating to attend.  Even if becoming a crew 
member is not your priority we love having everyone get together and focus on how to make the B-29 tours 
successful.  Plan for lunch to be provided on Saturday and be sure to RSVP online before attending.    

Moving the B-24 to Dallas Executive Airport
By now many of you know that during the annual meeting a plan was discussed to move the B-24 to Dallas 
Executive Airport.   I am in full support of this plan.  As you may be reading, the plan for the CAF to build its world 
class National Attraction and National Airbase are moving forward with the approval of the Dallas City Counsel for 
the first tranche of incentives.  

I believe that the build up of a CAF National Airbase is very beneficial to the CAF and particular to the B-29/B-24 
Squadron.  I’m excited to see our unit of world-class volunteers take a leadership role in helping establish the
beginnings of what will be our new home.  Although our B-24 may see a period of downtime for restoration of 
some much needed improvements, I believe the greater benefit for the Squadron is the development of volunteers 
and team members.  The future home and National Airbase is a place that Diamond Lilcan call her home.   She is 
most certainly going to be the star attraction for the next few years until a facility large enough for our B-29 is built.  
I can attest that there are some who feel that the B-24 not being able to fly for 13 months during the Dallas 
Executive Airport runway construction phase is not desirable.  I, too, from an operational perspective hate to see the 
airplane not flying for any length of time.  I do, however, think we can utilize the time to develop volunteers and 
dedicated squadron members to rally around the B-24 like never before.  

So I have a vision that as the National Airbase Project moves forward that the B-29/B-24 Squadron embrace this 
project.  I believe we are positioned to be the premiere unit of the CAF within the National Air Base and I believe 
that our Squadron members are some of the most dedicated volunteers in the CAF.  I’m also excited to see our unit 
grow in both members, aircraft, and impact.    
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Tour Schedule Moving Forward in 2015
In 2015, we will be continuing to utilize a small select group of individuals to help as a touring committee.  This 
committee helps organize and select tour stop locations for next year.  Allen Benzing and I will attend ICAS this 
year in Las Vegas to once again meet and develop airshow bookings for 2015.  We have a special emphasis this 
year to return to our roots of airshow appearances as these have always proven to be our most financially successful 
weekends.   I’m excited to include a tentative schedule tour plan for 2015.  It includes general targets for tour dates 
along with various other Squadron related social activities in both Fort Worth and South Dallas. 

Making Volunteers a Priority
It is without a doubt that Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization.  The CAF would cease existence without 
you all to bring it life.  We are always trying to welcome new members and 2015 will be a special emphasis year 
for recruiting and training new members.  I’m excited to work with others within the unit to be proactive about 
recruiting key new members and developing talent within the squadron to work towards sustainment and volunteer 
lead initiatives.   I believe this only makes us stronger.  Please watch the Flyer and other electronic correspondence 
on how we are improving our volunteer communications and recruiting. 

Thanks everyone for a great year in 2014 and look forward to seeing many of you in 2015.  

David Oliver
Flight Operations Officer

David Oliver with the 2015 Tour Schedule

A cartoon I shared with David 
– the Editor
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Training & Safety 
Report

John Flynn
Safety Officer

REMEMBER, IF THE JOB IS 
DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

Our very long and physically demanding 2014 tour season is 
complete.  It’s satisfying to report that all of our training 
efforts in both ground schools as well as the subsequent 
crew training flights throughout the year paid off in a safe 
tour season.   We didn’t have any reportable aircraft 
damages or personal injuries. Thanks to all those who 
volunteered; especially those who worked long hours with 
few days off on tour. Your extra efforts helped make this 
another safe year. 

Thanks also to Greg Trobridge and Al Benzing who both took on additional responsibilities as tour 
leaders.  They persevered under some very challenging conditions and helped Diamond Lilhave a 
safe and successful tour on her long distance trip to the East Coast and Canada.   

Our Squadron members also worked many long hours both in the hangar and out on the road 
during the year to help maintain our aircraft and keep everything on schedule.  Thanks to all who 
stepped up to the plate to help with the maintenance of our aircraft.

Now as we go into winter maintenance, Rick Garvis needs all the help and support we can provide 
as he prepares our aircraft for the coming 2015 tour season. Let’s all pitch in and help as much as 
we can. There is a lot of work to be done over the coming weeks to perform the required aircraft 
inspections and maintenance.

Photo by Adam Smith
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Financial Report
A Look Back… and a Look Ahead
Year end is always a time to reflect on the past year and look ahead to 
the future.    There is much for us to review as this past year was both 
great and challenging.    

The high notes include a banner year for the B-24 with airshow
appearances at Reading, Canada, Detroit and Dayton.   Diamond Lil
delivered 36 ride flights setting the record for the most B-24 rides in one 
year for this plane.   The B-29 highlights are led by the appearance back 
at her place of birth… Seattle, WA.    FIFI was able to deliver 96 ride 
flights and performed tour stops in 39 different locations.   Of course, the 
best stat of all is that the planes, riders and crew experienced ZERO 
injuries for the year.  

There are several reasons for the losses.   In order to travel to the Northwest, the B-29 was not able to book as many 
paying airshows.  The only paid airshow in 2014 was the Olympia, WA airshow.   This means she was unable to 
garner the financial benefits of paid hotel, fuel, cars and advertising.    There were several tour stops that didn’t do 
so well.    As a result, the B-29 Gross Margin was less than expected.   Overhead expenses were higher in 2014.   
Some of these expenses include maintenance repairs, new exhaust stacks, contract labor, moving expense, and 
hangar rent.   All of this combined to lead to a loss of nearly $89,000 for FIFI .   

Diamond Lilfared better booking five paying airshows and performing 36 ride flights.  Unfortunately, the B-24 
does not clear as much money per ride flight.   So after all her expenses Lil comes up with a loss of just over 
$26,000.   

Your Officers and Staff are on top of this situation.  They are taking steps to address the shortfall and move to shore 
up the finances of the Squadron.   Frankly, it’s much easier to turn around the fortunes of the B-29 than the B-24.   
There will be more information coming out in the near term to address this situation.   

Looking Ahead to 2015
The Tour Committees are already hard at work setting schedules and working to get tour stops and airshows
booked.   B-29 crews will come back together the first weekend of February for B-29 Ground School.   The B-29 
Spring Tour will head west to Southern California.   The B-29 Summer Tours will head to the northeast.   Al 
Benzing and his B-24 Go Team are hard at work trying to book some airshows in Florida for the Spring. 

Now that the touring has ended, it is possible to add up all our receipts and project the final numbers for the year.   
Here’s where we hit our biggest challenge.   For the first time in five years the Squadron will sustain an operating 
loss for both bombers.    The table below shows the results by aircraft:
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Both aircraft will come together on May 8 in Washington, DC for a 70th Anniversary fly over to celebrate the end 
of WWII.   There are eleven flights of multiple aircraft planned to fly down the Mall from the Lincoln Memorial to 
the Capital.  All told 70 historic WWII aircraft have been invited to participate.   At the end as the final and most 
important flyover, a lone B-29 will journey across the Washington skies to celebrate the passing of war and to 
mourn the dead and injured.   Our own FIFI will be that plane…

B-24 Plans
The Squadron faced some stark realities at our Annual Meeting regarding the B-24.   Although not unanimous, a 
large majority of the group voted to move Diamond Lilto Dallas Executive Airport beginning in June, 2015.   Her 
annual inspection runs out at the end of June and she is expected to be down for several months while that work 
takes place.   At Dallas Exec (the home of the CAF and the National AirBase) Lil will star in many fund raisers 
and other events, including many Squadron social events.   The National AirBase hangar is large enough to fit her.  
This move will allow us to cut some overhead expenses and make her continued flight more assured.   

The bad news is that this move requiresLil to not fly for 13 months. This is because the runway construction from 
June 2015 to July 2016 means the remaining runway is too short for operations.    Since she will be down anyway 
for her annual, the amount of time she will actually miss flying is closer to 6 months.   

The B-24 Go Team of dedicated 
volunteers are working hard to put in 
place plans to raise the operating money 
we need to make needed restorations 
while she’s down.   They are developing 
plans for raising the necessary funds to 
keep her going when the runway is 
complete.    The goal required is $50,000 
per year.    That may seem like a lot, but 
the team has some great ideas on how to 
raise that amount.   More on this subject 
later…

More Questions?
As always, I am happy to answer more 
questions in greater detail.  Please feel 
free to text me at (312) 953-0357 or 
email at gerald.oliver@yahoo.com.   

Best Wishes and have a great holiday 
season…

Photo by Adam Smith



13

B-24 Go Team Report – Al Benzing
The WWII Air Expo at New Orleans Lakefront airport was our final tour event of 2014 - and what 
a way to wrap up the season!   In partnership with the WWII Museum, the CAF brought their 
'Flying Museum' to town.  Diamond Lilwas busy with tours all three days and flew ride flights on 
Saturday and Sunday.

WWII Veterans were the highlight - with several who had flown the B-24.  

Did you know that Dick Cole- who flew as Jimmy Doolittle's copilot on the B-25 raid over Tokyo -
was also a B-24 pilot?  Dick and his daughter Cindy stopped by to say hello and were intrigued 
with the Air Transport Command logo on the side of Lil .  Dick then told me that he was familiar 
with it because he had flown the C-87 Liberator Express and C-109 (fuel hauler version) over The 
Hump, since he was stuck in CBI for 14 months before he returned home.  It was an honor to take 
them to see the cockpit of the B-24.

Volunteers are the backbone of our organization and every event brings that more to light.  For the 
Fall tour, Archie Taylor is one among many that I will highlight as he made an extra effort to be 
available for New Orleans and keep Lil on schedule.  Neils had something to do with making that 
work too!  Thanks Archie and Neils.

The Chili Cook-Off and Membership Meeting in November is always a great event, and is a time 
to recognize the hard work of those who dedicate so many hours to our Touring - and specifically 
to keeping Diamond Lillooking and running great.

It has been a busy 2014 - but now we are planning 2015…

Archie Taylor, Dick Cole, Al Benzing Al Benzing,  Dick Cole and his daughter, Cindy
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Updating manuals and training materials, planning Ground School, getting Crews Trained/Current 
and puzzling out Airshows and Tour Stops are ongoing tasks.

Selecting and booking airshows and tour stops is a big part of our effort, especially this time of the 
year.  I will be part of the team going to ICAS to meet with Air Show reps and performers.  We 
make many contacts via phone and email, but ICAS is an opportunity to really put together a 2015 
calendar for our bombers.

This early in the planning, I can only say that we are focusing on a Spring tour in Florida - starting 
as early as mid-March and running through May, or possibly June.  With that in mind, we are 
looking at Saturday, March 7, 2015 as a tentative B-24 Ground School date.  I should be able to 
provide a firm date by next month.

Lil will begin Annual Maintenance in June or July, so she will not be touring during the remainder 
of the Summer.  There are a number of variables that will affect timing of tours that follow.
Thanks for all who work hard to Keep'em Flying!

Al Benzing
214-707-2726   
albenzing@gmail.com

Photo by Scott Slocum
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Member News
November, 2014

http://www.b29b24px.org/

If you have any membership questions, please feel 
free to contact me at squadadjutant@gmail.com
Dues and new member applications can be mailed to:  

Debbie King
13562 Braemar Drive
Dallas, Texas 75234
B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant
469-688-1709

For Squadron gear and merchandise, 
don’t forget to visit the Px.  Your 
Christmas shopping destination.

Squadron adjutant
Debbie King

The CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron welcomes 
these new members in November, 2014
William Calley, Senior of Richardson, Texas
William Calley, Junior of Dallas, Texas
Larry Hardin of Oklahoma City
Max Fankow of Keller, Texas
Glen Frazier of Daphne, Alabama
Larry Ley of Dallas, Texas
Karnig Thomasian of Pompton Plains, New Jersey
Donald Marinelli of Pittsburgh, PA
Curtis Limerick of Allen, Texas
Joseph Mancy of Fort Worth, Texas
Adam Smith of Dallas, Texas
Matthew Kendall of Alabaster, Alabama
Rudeoph Horak of Clearfield, Utah
Darren Murray of Irving, Texas
Mark Clark of Rockford, Ill

Election Results:
Neils Agather Squadron Commander
Gerald Oliver Finance Officer
Tom Travis Executive Officer

Membership Info

B-29 Ground School -- February 7-8, 2015
B-29/AirPower Tour ground school will be held at the 
Vintage Flying MuseumFebruary 7 and 8. The cost to 
attend B-29 Ground School is $29. This is to defray the 
cost of the event, including your training materials, 
room rental, chair and table rental and Saturday lunch. 
Your contribution will help keep our administrative 
costs low and allows us to plow back as much money as 
possible into keeping the planes flying. You must be a 
B-29/B-24 Squadron member to attend ground school. 
2015 B-29 Ground School Registration Form
Pay 2015 Squadron Dues Here

JPLPhoto

*Dues are set for 
renewal on 1/31/15.  
Annual dues are 
$75.00.  Members 
will receive renewal 
notices in Dec/Jan.  
Disregard these 
messages if you 
have paid your dues.  
Thank you to the 38 
who have already 
renewed!
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Al Benzing “Top Chef”
2014 B-29/B-24 SQUADRON AWARDS

Bob and Mildred Freeman Touring Award
GREG TROBRIDGE
DARRELL “ROCKY” SMITH
ALAN BENZING

Dedication Award
KONLEY KELLEY

Leadership Award
CAREN LANDIS

Lifetime Achievement Award
JACK BRADSHAW

Up & Coming Award
JACK VOS
TYLER RHOADES
WILSON MEADOR

Above and Beyond Award
CHERYL HILVERT
CHARLIE RODRIQUEZ
LISA FOSTER
STEVE RABROKER
TONI RABROKER
DALE HARMER

Professional Maintenance Award
LARRY CARNER
TOM BAILEY
BRAD PILGRIM
JIM NEILL
JOEL KIMMEL
JOEY NARCISSO
BOB KIRBY
MIKE SCHMIT

2014 Squadron Awards
November 15, 2014

Our November monthly meeting doubled as an awards 
ceremony honoring the hard work, professionalism 
and dedication of our Squadron members throughout 
the year.  There was plenty of delicious food capped 
off by our second annual chili cook-off. Al and Linda 
Benzing, took the grand prize for best chili.

Golden Wrench Award
SHAD MORRIS

Sam Mangram B-24 Restoration Award
DON OBREITER

Vic Agather B-29 Restoration Award
BEN POWERS

Flight Ops Officer David Oliver
addressing Squadron Members

Thank you Neils Agather
for the use of his hangar!

LARRY JEFFUS
STEVE RABROKER
CURTIS WESTER
JOHN FLYNN
MICHAEL VANHEFF
STEVE “Smitty” SMITH
JOHN SCHAUER
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Here are as many pics as I could fit on the page of our award winners.  I apologize if 
you do not see your pic.  Some were a blurry mess…sorry.  Congrats to all!  The Editor
Here are as many pics as I could fit on the page of our award winners.  I apologize if 
you do not see your pic.  Some were a blurry mess…sorry.  Congrats to all!  The Editor

Special Guests:

Chuckie Hospers
Vintage Flying Museum
New member!

Steve Brown
CAF HQ
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Special Feature

Col. Bernard “Bernie” Fisher
USAF (Retired)

Medal of Honor Recipient

Earlier this year the United States lost one of the unknown heroes of the 
Vietnam War, Col. Bernie Fisher.  Col. Fisher was awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor of his actions during the Battle of A Shau Valley in 1966 
while flying the Douglas A-1 Skyraider.

Col. Fisher was born in San Bernadino, California but soon moved to Utah 
where he lived a majority of his childhood.  Col. Fisher volunteered for 
service in the U.S. Navy in February 1945, but was released from duty a year 
later as a result of World War II having reached its conclusion. However, this 
was not the end of Fisher’s service to his nation.  In July 1947, Fisher joined 
the Idaho Air National Guard while in college.  Upon graduation from the 
University of Utah in 1951, Fisher was commissioned into the U.S. Air Force.

Following his commission, Fisher attended pilot training and was awarded his pilot’s wings in April of 1953. 
Fisher flew a variety of fighter aircraft including the F-101 Voodoo and F-104 Starfighter while serving with the 
Pacific Air Forces and Air Defense Command. In 1965, Fisher was assigned to the 1st Air Commando 
Squadron. The 1st Air Commando Squadron was flying close air support in the early days of the direct American 
involvement in Vietnam. The aircraft best suited for this mission was the Douglas A-1E Skyraider. The Skyraider
is powered by the Curtiss Wright R-3350 engine and could remain on station for extended periods of time awaiting 
calls for fire missions from those on the ground. When Fisher joined the 1st Air Commando Squadron in July of 
1965, the Squadron was based at Pleiku Vietnam (in the nation's highlands).

On 10 March 1966 the Squadron was helping defend the 
Special Forces Camp at A Shau which was under attack 
from nearly 2,000 North Vietnamese Army (NVA) soldiers.  
The Special Forces camp was located near the border 
between North and South Vietnam (DMZ) and the border of 
Laos.  This is in the area where significant numbers of North 
Vietnamese soldiers and supplies for the Viet Cong guerrilla 
fighters entered South Vietnam from the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
in Laos.  The position of the Special Forces camp in the 
valley offered only one route for pilots to provide support 
for the men on the ground.  The route exposed the 1st Air 
Commandos to intense fire from the ground and many of the 
neighboring mountaintops.  

During one of their attacks Major Dafford W. Myers was hit 
and crash landed his Skyraider on the Camp’s airstrip which 
was surrounded by NVA forces. Unfortunately, Myers had 
not been able to drop his external belly fuel tank so when he 
landed gear up, a fire ensued.  

The remains of the ill-fated camp A SHAU. 

Fisher’s A-1E/H “Spad” Skyraider flown on this mission.
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After calling for a rescue helicopter, Fisher circled the downed aircraft and saw Myers escape and jump into a ditch 
bordering the runway.  Fisher did not believe that Myers would be able to evade the North Vietnamese long enough 
for the rescue helicopter to arrive, so Fisher decided to land his aircraft under intense enemy fire in an effort to 
rescue Myers.  The landing would be challenging for Fisher as the runway had been heavily damaged during the 
North Vietnamese attack.  On his first landing attempt Fisher was too fast and had to abort.  After executing a 180 
degree turn, Fisher was able to land and taxi to Myers. The process of landing and taxiing on the damaged 
strip would be (and was) a challenge.

Before Fisher could unstrap and run to Myers, Myers was standing on his wing eager to leave.  Turning around and 
firewalling the throttle, Fisher was able to takeoff and escape the area.  Within 30 minutes Fisher and Myers were 
back at Pleiku with Fishers’ aircraft having received at least nineteen bullet holes.  

For these actions President Lyndon B. Johnson presented Major Fisher with the Congressional Medal of Honor.  In 
part the citation reads, “Although aware of the extreme danger and likely failure of such an attempt (to rescue the 
downed airmen), he elected to continue… Major Fisher’s profound concern for his fellow airman, at the risk of his 
live above and beyond the call of duty…”

The actions of A Shau Valley also resulted in the presentation of the Congressional Medal of Honor to Command 
Sgt. Major Bennie Adkins.  Adkins at the time was a Sergeant First Class and was one of the American Special 
Forces serving with the Vietnamese at A Shau.  Adkins repeatedly exposed himself to enemy fire in an effort to 
help his wounded comrades and aid in the evacuation of the site. When the site was overrun, Adkins took to the 
jungle and carrying a wounded soldier was able evade the North Vietnamese for 48 hours before being airlifted 
from the Valley.  Not until September of this year was Adkins recognized for his service during the Battle of  A 
Shau Valley when President Obama presented the award to Command Sgt. Major Adkins.

Following his service in Vietnam, Fisher commanded the 525th Fighter Interceptor Squadron and the 87th FIS, as 
well as serving as the Senior Air Force Advisor for the 25th Air Division before retiring in 1974.  Sadly Col. 
Bernard Fisher passed away August 16th of this year.  His extraordinary bravery in the face of enemy combat for 
his fellow pilot should always be remembered.

A 1997 interview with Bernie Fisher can be heard at http://skyraider.org/skyassn/fisher/fisher.ram
Audio recording of a portion of the Medal of Honor mission can be heard at 
http://skyraider.org/skyassn/fisher/fishermoh.ram

Col. Fisher in 2008Fisher and Myers 
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Feature Story

Berlin and Korea B-29s
By Max Rawlings

B-29’s first became an instrument of American diplomacy during the fall of 1946.  In November, two American C-
47’s were shot down over Yugoslavia, and in response, six B-29’s of the Strategic Air Command (SAC) 43rd 
Bomb Group (BG) were sent to Germany and patrolled along the Soviet-held territory.  Following this incident, 
airports in Europe were surveyed as potential B-29 Bases.

On June 26, 1948, the Soviets decided to blockade roads and rail lines into Berlin in an attempt to convince the 
Allies to give up the city.  There was one squadron (10 planes) of B-29’s with the 301st BG already in 
Furstenfeldbruck, Germany outside of Munich, and SAC dispatched the 301st’s other two squadrons to Goose Bay 
in Labrador in anticipation of quick deployment to Europe.  Two other Bomb Groups the 307th and the 28th were 
also placed on alert for quick deployment.

By early July, all of the 301st squadrons were in Germany, and by the end of the month the 307th BG (30 planes) 
had moved from Macdill AFB in Florida to bases in Marham and Waddington, England, and the 28th BG (30 
planes) had moved from Rapid City AFB in South Dakota to Scampton, England.  The Soviets did not know that 
none of these B-29’s were modified to carry the Atomic Bomb, but SAC sent them over as a “Big Stick” to cover 
the Berlin Airlift.

The B-29’s flew formation missions into Germany and also flew the 20 mile-wide narrow Berlin Corridors.  There 
were radio beacons for guidance to Berlin, but the crews were warned that the Russians could distort the beams, so 
the navigators really had to stay sharp.  Sometimes the B-29’s flew single ship missions going into Berlin on the 
Southern Corridor and back to England on the Northern Corridor or the other way around.  The cargo planes never 
flew above 7,000 feet and were spaced 3 minutes apart in the corridors.  The B-29’s with their pressurization flew 
high above the transports who probably did not even know that they were there.

The planners of the Airlift even toyed with the idea of having B-29’s haul bagged coal, but the Superfortresses
could not land in Berlin because the runways were only 5,000 feet long and surrounded by five-story buildings.  
The planners had the idea of dropping the coal into Berlin Olympic Stadium and this caused the bombardiers to try 
to figure out trajectories on bagged coal.  Fortunately, the idea was scrapped and the B-29’s avoided cargo duty.
In April of 1949 the 509th BG deployed from Walker AFB in New Mexico to RAF Lakenheath and RAF Marham, 
England.  The 509th was the original Atomic Unit from WWII and had three squadrons (45 planes) of Atomic 
ready B-29’s as well as the 509th Air Refueling Squadron (20 planes) with their KB-29 refueling tankers.  The 
509th essentially put the Soviets on notice there was no place in the Soviet Union that was unreachable.  On May 
12, 1949 the Soviets formally ended the blockade and on September 30th, 1949, the Berlin Airlift officially ended.

Between 1950 and 1955, 88 B-29’s were loaned to the Royal Air Force who named the planes Washington’s.  The 
RAF put their own markings on the planes and returned them to the United States when they had sufficient 
strategic bombers of their own.

On June 25th, 1950 North Korea attacked South Korea starting the Korean War.  Eight days later, the 22nd and 
92nd Bomb Groups were ordered to fly to the Far East to begin conventional bombing of North Korean strategic
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targets.  The 22nd (30 planes) moved into Kadena Air 
Base on Okinawa and the 92nd (30 planes) went to 
Yokota, Japan on their main island.  These two 
Strategic Air Command groups joined the 19th BG 
who was already part of the Far East Air Force 
(FEAF).

The first mission was on July 13th against Wonsan 
Harbor in the North with a total of 50 planes 
participating.  The trip from Japan to Korea and back 
could take 12 hours, so they were grueling missions 
similar to those to Japan from the Marianas Islands in 
WWII.  In early August, two more SAC Groups the 
98th BG (30 planes) and the 307th BG (30 planes) 
joined the fight over Korea.

By late September, most of the strategic targets in the North had been 
destroyed with the AAA and fighter response to the bombers being
minimal.  The lack of targets in the North eventually had the bomb 
groups focusing on tactical targets to support the ground troops.  In 
August 1950, 98 B-29’s dropped their standard load of 500 lb. bombs 
in a saturation mission against a North Korean troop concentration.  
When the ground fighting stabilized, the bombers switched back to a 
strategic role.

By the end of September, the 22nd and 92nd Bomb Groups had been 
sent home leaving the 98th and 307th to continue working with the 
19th BG in the FEAF.  The 91st (12 planes) Strategic Reconnaissance 
Squadron (SRS) handled most of the photo reconnaissance duties over 
Korea with their RB-29’s.

As the war continued, air opposition grew towards the big bombers.  In 
the Spring of 1951, the Mig’s started to take a toll on the B-29’s.  On 
April 12th, a 48 plane formation of B-29’s was attacked by 72-84 
Mig’s.  The bombers destroyed the bridge at Sinuiju but lost 3 bombers 
with 7 severely damaged.  The FEAF started looking at night missions 
and ways to combat the radar and noise directed AAA guns.  Many of 
the bombers still had their underside painted black from their WWII 
service.  They tried to fly at altitudes where contrails would not form 
because they led right to the bombers.  The night missions were 
eventually protected by fighters who positioned themselves between 
the bombers and the communist bases.

The B-29’s flew a demanding schedule in the Korean War aimed at targets that ranged from troops, trucks, bridges, 
factories, refineries, rail yards and airfields.  The B-29’s  flew 21,238 sorties including psyops and recon and 
dropped 167,100 tons of bombs.  According to one book, the B-29 losses were 16 shot down by fighters, four shot 
down by flak and 14 written off due to damage.  The last day of combat for the B-29 was July 27, 1953 when a 91st 
SRS RB-29 returned to Yokota, Japan from the last mission of the Korean War.

In 1948, SAC took delivery of the first B-36’s and B-50’s and with the addition of the B-47’s, the B-29 career 
ended with the end of the Korean War.  By the end of June 1957, only 60 Superforts were still on the rosters of 
SAC and they were all KB-29 T

B-29s at Kadena Air Base in Okinawa

Inspecting Mig damage to a B-29
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B-29 Nose Art in Korea
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Feature Story

Another FIFI ?
By Bill Hickox

One of the many reasons I love being affiliated with the B29/B24 squadron 
is the people I have the privilege of meeting.  From young kids nurturing 
their dreams of flight to the veterans whose memories of past flights still 
show in their eyes.  

“I flew a plane named FIFI,” a gentleman told me while I was helping to 
secure FIFI after a flight at Chennault Airport in Lake Charles, LA last 
season. Needless to say, he had my attention.   “I was a flight-engineer 
back in those days, among other things.” Before the cockpit tours began, I 
helped him into the cockpit of FIFI so he could once again experience the 
sights and smells of his beloved perch at the FE station without feeling 
rushed.  But I had ulterior motives…I wanted to hear about HIS FIFI . 

His name is Curtis Hebert, and he was born 19 December, 1931 in 
Louisiana.  His love of flight began early as his uncle owned a little airport 
in Welsh, Louisiana.  He sold his motorcycle to earn enough money to take 
flight lessons in a J-3 Cub.   In 1951 at the age of 20, Curtis joined the 
newly christened U.S. Air Force “to get out of town and do something

fun.” Like many recruits then and now, he completed basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio.  The Korean War was heating up so 
there were more recruits in basic training than usual, so Curtis was sent to 
Camp Stoneman in Pittsburg, California along with 300 of his fellow recruits to 
complete basic training.  Afterwards, he completed systems training at 
Shepherd AFB in Wichita Falls and shortly thereafter got the word that he was 
selected to be a maintainer on the B-29.  In May of 1952, Curtis was assigned 
to Yokota AFB in Japan.   Upon arrival, he was still considered an apprentice 
but was quickly promoted to Crew Chief.  

Curtis’ B-29 was flying missions over Korea “almost daily.” One day she didn’t 
come home.  Fortunately, she wasn’t lost to enemy fire, but engine failure.  The 
pilot was able to land safely at Su Wan, Korea, but the necessary parts and 
personnel needed to be flown in from Japan to make the repairs. Curtis hopped 
a C-119 with an engine and a new prop and headed to Korea.  “That’s when 
things got interesting.  Over the radio, the base at Su Wan called and said the 
enemy had poisoned the water supply at the base.  So when we landed, the mess

Curtis watching “FIFI” at Chennault 
Airport in Lake Charles, LA in 2012.

tent was closed and all we had to drink was beer.  We used it to brush our teeth and everything.  We slept in a fox-
hole there and all through the night, shells would scream overhead.  We were so drunk that we weren’t 
scared…until later when we sobered up and realized the danger.”

All the next day, Curtis and his men repaired the engine and prop while shells continued to fly.  When they had 
completed the repairs and were ready to go, an F-84 volunteered to escort them out.  Su Wan had a short runway, so

Curtis Hebert shortly after enlisting in 
the Air Force in 1951. 
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the F-84 pilot firewalled the throttles and took off like a jet launching from an aircraft carrier.  As Curtis’ pilot 
requested max power to follow-suit, Curtis remembered telling him “Hey…Take it easy!  This is a BIG 
AIRPLANE!” The pilot kept it in ground-effect as long as possible then pulled-up hard and they were on their 
way.  “That was one hell of a test-flight” Curtis recalled many years later. 

After a brief stint back in the United States after the war, Curtis was once 
again sent overseas.  In November of 1955 he was assigned to a weather 
squadron based at Anderson AFB in Guam.  The B-29’s job in this 
squadron was to chase typhoons and as such the group was christened 
“The Typhoon Goons.” The B-29s had to be modified with extra fuel 
tanks in the bomb-bays to accommodate the 15 hour-plus missions.   
Curtis was the crew chief of his aircraft and one of two flight-engineers 
who took turns during the long flights. Anyone who has watched FIFI’s
Flight Engineers in action during flight can attest to how mentally taxing 
that job is…the pilots have it easy!  The missions would routinely take-
off from Anderson in Guam and eventually land at Clark AFB in the 
Philippines, and vice-versa.  The B-29 proved to be a very versatile 
aircraft, excelling in the typhoon-hunting mission.  

Even though no enemy was shooting at them, these missions were not 
without peril.  “One B-29 was lost in a typhoon…they simply never 
came back.”

On one of Curtis’ missions they lost an engine 
while in the middle of a typhoon.  The FE at the 
time had a very difficult time syncing the 
remaining props in the winds and they would gain 
and lose altitude constantly.  While losing altitude, 
the FE would give the other three engines extra 
power to climb only to be hit by more winds 
causing the plane to climb like a rocket, thus 
forcing the FE to throttle back to idle to bring her 
back down.   This roller-coaster ride went on for 
“what seemed like forever” and ultimately required 
Curtis to sit on the floor (after tying himself down 
with a rope to prevent him from injuring himself in 
the turbulence) to manage the throttles in an 
attempt to hold altitude and keep the props synched 
while the other FE watched the engine temperatures 
and mixtures, etc.  The workload for the pilots and 
flight-engineers was immense.   After several hours 
of this, they safely landed with three engines at 
Clark AFB. 

Curtis Hebert (center) sitting under the nose of 
“his” FIFI while stationed in Guam.

54th Weather Squadron “Typhoon Goon” certificate acknowledging 
Curtis for 8 typhoon penetrations while stationed in Guam. 

Fatigue routinely took its toll on the crews.  “After one 13 hour mission, the pilots were so fatigued that they
clipped some trees at the end of the runway on approach and sheared off the landing gear.  They ended up 
landing on the plane’s belly.  The only injury was a sprained ankle.” With their plane out of commission, they 
needed a replacement aircraft to complete the return-trip to Anderson AFB.  That’s when Curtis met “his”FIFI .  
She was sitting on the side of the runway when the other B-29 crash landed and would become his aircraft.  
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Technically, hisFIFI was a B-50, a newer version of the 
B-29 with Pratt & Whitney 28 cylinder engines.  She was 
named FIFI by one of Curtis’ friends who worked on the 
flight line, Walter Lowe.  Walter’s sister was named 
Mary Lee, but his kids couldn’t say “Mary Lee” so they 
called her MIMI .  They then took to calling him FIFI and 
the name stuck. Curtis married Walter’s sister in 1959 
and they’ve been married ever since. She’s a beautiful 
lady and I had the privilege of meeting her at de Gaulle 
that day. 

In summary, Curtis spent 20 years and 19 days in the 
Air Force.  After surviving Korea, many harrowing 
missions chasing typhoons, an in-flight fire in a KC-
97 while refueling a B-47 and 5 heart attacks in 2012, 
Curtis is still going strong at 82 years old.  

“The doctor said I died 5 times, but he said ‘not 
today’ and didn’t give up on me!  Today they call me 
their ‘miracle man’ because I would not die.  The 
Nurse Practitioner there has to hug me now every 
time she sees me for luck.”

It has been an honor and a privilege getting to know 
Curtis Hebert.  We are now Facebook friends!  Curtis 
turns 83 years old this December and from all 
indications, he has many more miles left in him!  
Clear skies my friend! 

Curtis Hebert (1st Row, 
third from left) at his 
retirement and awards 
ceremony. Curtis was 
awarded an Air Force 
Commendation medal 
along with his 
retirement after serving 
over 20 years in the 
U.S. Air Force.

B-50 Superfortress

Curtis Hebert at his old-
post (FE Station) in "FIFI" 
at Chennault Airport in 
Lake Charles, LA, 2012 
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1st Lt. Charles Chauncey
B-29 AC/Pilot, 9th BG / 5th BS
(submitted by Mary Green)

Bertram “Bert” Schauer
AC/Pilot, 
(submitted by John Schauer)

Robert Miller
C-47 Crew Chief 
(submitted by Jacques Robitaille)

Captain Carmel Slaughter
B-29 AC/Pilot
(submitted by Dan Owens)

Carmen J. Sergi
121st Naval Construction Battalion
(submitted by Dominic Sergi)

Lt. Col. John “Shorty” Powers
C-47, C-53 Pilot 
(submitted by Ben Powers)

Donald Smith
RAF Radar Operator
(submitted by Adam Smith)

SSgt. Jonah “Eddie” Kelley *MOH
311st Infantry/78th Infantry Div.
(submitted by John Flynn)

1st. Lt. Dan E. Godsey
B-29 Co-Pilot
(submitted by Dan Owens)

Herman R. Hampton, Jr.
Naval Aviation Radioman 3rd Class 
(submitted by Erich Roeder)

Jean-Paul Robitaille
Royal Canadian AF
(submitted by Jacques Robitaille)

Joe Hedges
B-17 Pilot
(submitted by Cheryl Hilvert)
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1st. Lt. Burt W. Weidenkopf
B-24 Pilot, 491 BG/5th AF
(submitted by Nick Weidenkopf)

Lt. Robert W. Culmer
B-17 Pilot, 447th BG/711 SQ
(submitted by Bob Culmer)

2nd Lt. Omer C. Kemp
7th AAF, 494th BG/865th BS 
(submitted by Kenny Kemp)

Capt. Charles R. Patten, Sr.
B-17 crew 306th BFG/423rd BS
(submitted by Amanda Patten
and Charles R. Patten, Jr.)

Richard Ahem
Fireman 1st Class, USS Arizona
(submitted by Kevin Andersen)

PFC Robert Blosser
Battery B 863rd AAA-AW
(submitted by Todd Erskine)

MTSgt Robert Erskine
VMF-124 Mag 12
(submitted by Todd Erskine)

Dave Sharp
B-29 Flight Engineer
(submitted by Dan Owens)

PFC Vito Pontarelli
Battery Division
(submitted by Dominic Sergi)

Walter Howard, USN
Aviation Technicians Mate 1st Class 
(submitted by Mark Howard)

Lt. John T. Bradshaw
Fighter pilot, RAF/USAAF
(submitted by Konley Kelley)

S/Sgt. Robert Phillips
B-24 gunner 343RD BS / 98TH BG
(submitted by Konley Kelley)
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Best pics of 

Please send your favorite pic of 2014.  We’ll have a photo collage
of the best pics in the December “Year in Review” issue.  

Send your pics to Konley Kelley at konartist@verizon.netby December 10, 2014.

Please limit your submission to 1-2 pics.

Looking forward to seeing your stuff!
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  
If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 
the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 
contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 
“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley
THE FLYER editor
konartist@verizon.net

THE FLYER WANTS YOU!

B-24 Ice Cream Recipe
At the 485th BG Reunion this August at the 
Cavanaugh Flight Museum, Squadron 
member, Angie Whitney, met S/Sgt. Arthur 
Kain, a B-24 nose gunner in the 485th BG / 
831st BS.  Arthur told Angie his crew made

homemade ice cream on long missions.  Angie contacted Arthur at his 
home in Lynnwood, WA.  Now we have the recipe.  It is a shame we
can’t take Lil up to altitude to try this out!   Thanks Angie!   How about 
collecting more wartime recipes?  If you hear of one, let me know.

S/Sgt. Kain all 
smiles after his 
flight on 
Diamond Lil
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Addison Airport

4730 George Haddaway Drive
Addison, Texas 75001
www.cafb29b24.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)
432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

Photo by Rocky Smith


