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Appearance Captain Henry Bordelon 972-406-0644 pixiee@sbcglobal.net
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Special Feature:
“Home in the Sky”

by Sarah Wilson

Jeff Linebaugh flew 12 hours from 
Phoenix to Dallas to deliver the 
Squadron's new Boeing Stearman. 
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Spring 2014 Tour
Midland, TX Dec 17, 2013 - Feb 25, 2014     B-24 only

2014 Florida*
Leesburg, FL Feb 24-26 B-29 + other aircraft
Sarasota, FL Feb 27-Mar 2 B-29 + other aircraft
Naples, FL Mar 3-5 B-29 + other aircraft
Ft. Meyers Mar 6-9 B-29 + other aircraft
Lakeland, FL Mar 11-16 B-29 + other aircraft
Vero Beach, FL Mar 17-19 B-29 + other aircraft
Orlando, FL Mar 20-23 B-29 + other aircraft
Deland, FL Mar 25-26 B-29 + other aircraft
Jacksonville, FL Mar 27-30 B-29 + other aircraft
Valdosta, GA Mar 31-Apr 2 B-29 + other aircraft
Pensacola, FL Apr 3-6 B-29 + other aircraft

Summer Tour A (California) May 21-Jun 30
Summer Tour B (OR, WA, UT, CO, OK) July 11-Aug 18
Fall Tour Sep 19-Oct 1
AirPower EXPO Oct 3-5
CAF AirSho Oct 10-12

Check www.AirPowerTour.orgfor tour updates and news on other aircraft joining FIFI andLil.
*Schedule subject to change.
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Squadron Report
I am always proud of our Squadron, its members and 
activities.  However, this week, I am especially gratified.  

First, we had a very well attended, planned and executed 
ground school.  There were 125 attendees – Colonels from all 
parts of the US and globe – including South Korea. A 
fraction were there to audit and learn what we do and how we 
do it.  The majority were there to become involved with our 
aircraft and operations.  In our midst, were six members from 
the Doccrew who will be flying with us soon.  There were a 
lot of new faces and so many long-time members it felt like 
old home week.  

My thanks to everyone for coming.  It is going to be an exciting year.

Secondly, I am proud of is our maintenance crew.  Unfortunately, the new engine that had just been 
hung onFIFI made metal on its fourth run.  Because of Rick and his crew’s good planning, we had 
a spare on the ground.  The engine change was made and our tour to Florida was salvaged.  We 
have come a very long way from the days of not having any engines.  Now we have a working 
spare.

Diamond Lilhas been on display in Midland for the last couple of months.  Don Obreiter just 
finished spending a couple of days “waking her up.”Lil is scheduled back to the DFW area for her 
annual inspection in preparation of her summer tour which includes Reading, Canada and Oshkosh.  
This will be a big year for Lil.

We had a full slate of speakers beginning with 
an inspirational speech from David Oliver 
reminding us why we do what we do.  
Doug Jeanes vividly told us of the merits 
of Nomex flight suits.  He was absolutely 
convincing. Gerald Oliver covered our finances 
and why we need to “do it all over again” this 
year. Bill Goeken explained the intricacies and 
importance of synching engines.  Everyone’s 
presentations were very good.  I am confident 
every attendee who made it to ground school 
found it to be a productive experience.  The 
number of attendees clearly shows we are a 
vibrant unit.  

Scott Scarver, Doc Volunteer and T.J. Norman, Doc Operations Mgr.



6

After some discussion, an agreement has been reached with Doug Jeanes and the Cavanaugh Flight 
Museum.  FIFI and Lil will be moving out of the Cavanaugh facilities and to the Vintage Flying 
Museum at Fort Worth Meacham. http://www.vintageflyingmuseum.org/

Our aircraft will be there for the next two or three years until a decision is made on the location of 
the new National Air Base. Making the move at this time is a result of the Cavanaugh Flight 
Museum’s acquisition of several more aircraft.  Renting facilities for their aircraft is costly for 
CFM. This is a move that made sense for them and worked for us. 

CAF HQ, in an effort to make our operations safer, is requiring Nomex flight suits be worn by the 
entire flight crew for all flight operations.  To help make that happen, they have found a source for 
a bulk purchase made at a significant discount. CAF HQ will issue one free flight suit to each 
qualified flight crew member.  Then, to maintain uniformity in our appearance as an organization, 
all flight suits must come from this same source.  The flight suits are tan.  During ground school, 
many members placed their orders.  If you have not done so, contact Kara Thurman at HQ to place 
your order. 

Neils Agather
Squadron Leader

Col. Ken Kovar tries on a new Nomex flight suit.

Neils presenting the new flight uniform info at B-29 Ground School.

Kara Thurman
CAF Giftshop
877-767-7176
kthurman@cafhq.org

Photos by Kevin Hong



7

Executive Officer
Report

Tom Travis
Executive Officer

Debbie Travis King and Tom Travis aboard Diamond Lil Photo by Raymond Jeffcoat

We had a great turnout for B-29 Ground School last week. It 
was great to see so many old friends and make some new 
ones. It’s great to see so much interest and have so many 
new members join us.

As you probably know, FIFI had a mechanical delay but she 
is leaving next week on the spring tour of Florida.
Diamond Lilhas been at CAF Headquarters in Midland for 
the winter and is scheduled to return to our new home in Ft. 
Worth next week. 
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Maintenance 
Report

Maintenance 
Report

capable maintenance crew around!  Rick, 
Don, Ben, Jim and our volunteers are without 
a doubt the very best at what they do!  

The final tweaks and adjustments are being 
made to FIFI before she heads out to Florida.  
Our    B-24 is getting prepped for her trip 
home from Midland and the start of her 
annual maintenance inspection.  I know I 
keep saying this, but we really need all the 
help we can get with Lil’s maintenance 
inspection.  No matter your talents or skill 
level, there is something for you to do and an 
opportunity to take advantage of learning the 
inner workings.  

Finally, B-24 Ground School isn’t too far 
around the corner.  Though we do have 
required topics that have to be taught, I’d like 
to hear some input from our scanners and 
flight engineers on topics or issues they feel 
should be added to the ground school training 
syllabus.  Thank you again to all those that 
helped and played a part getting FIFI thru 
winter maintenance!!!

Don Obrieter
Maintenance Officer

I’m still very, very impressed and proud to have heard the 
long list of improvements made to FIFI over winter 
maintenance that Rick Garvis read off to us at ground 
school.  All of these things were accomplished in addition to 
the in-depth annual maintenance inspection, holidays and 
harsh winter weather that did not seem to ever let up.  I 
realize my opinion may come across as potentially bias, but 
believe me it is not when I tell you we have the best most

FIFI Maintenance Flight                           Photo by Rick Garvis
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Training & Safety 
Report

John Flynn
Safety Officer

REMEMBER, IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

Thanks to all who made our annual B-29 Ground School a 
great success.  Special thanks go out to Phil Pardon and the 
others who filled in for me as we were snowbound and 
without electrical power at our home in Pennsylvania. 

Over one hundred squadron members completed our very 
busy two day ground school without incident.  This 
included over 50 scanners who went through the seven 
“hands-on” B-29 training stations. All of our crew 
members, both experienced and newly trained,  must 
continue to keep safety first and foremost in all we do as
we continue our training and perform the duties needed to do our mission. 

On 24 February, we will be on the road again with the first stop of our 2014 AirPower History 
Tour in Leesburg, FL.  We will face many challenges as we maintain FIFI and provide ride 
experiences for our numerous passengers until we return home to Addison on April 7th. 

Scanner & APU B-29 Ground School getting underway
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PIO Report
Holy cow! We're off and running with another tour season. Or as 
Max says in Where the Wild Things Are, "Let the mighty rumpus 
begin!"

First, I am happy to report I have hired a firm to handle our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts. Kevin McNulty with Netweave
Consulting took over a couple of weeks ago and, wow, is he ever 
a great help. We are trying to run all Facebook and Twitter posts 
through him as he knows the best time and strategy to maximize 
the impact. 

For example, he posted just the first 2 minutes of our new Scott
Edge video last week and, as of today, it has been shared on
Facebook over 2600 times and viewed by over 250,000 people. 
Here's the link: If These Planes Could Talk. We could argue that it would have made just as big an 
impact had we posted the entire video ourselves, but Kevin and I talked through the strategy and 
bottom line is he knows how to do this. So, what I ask you all to do when you want to post 
something newsworthy on our Facebook page or on Twitter is please send me the photo and a few 
lines of description and I will forward it to Kevin who will do a good job for us. Text to my cell 
phone number (913) 636-6250 or email me at pardonb29@gmail.com. I do have to admit that every 
once in a while he rejects my ideas -- but I'm not bitter -- it's all for the best.

Florida, Florida -- we're headed there Monday and I have the PR machine up and running. Al 
Benzing sent me the B-24 summer schedule today and I am very anxious to get to work promoting 
that. Hats off to Al who has worked hard to put together a productive summer for Lil. Very nice job.

I was pleased to see the turnout at ground school and I have received many positive emails from 
new members who attended. People who 
came to observe (Doc, Texas Raiders and 
Red Tail Squadron) thought we rocked. 
(And we do.)

That's all for now. I'll see some of you in 
Florida. . .some of you at Winter Staff. . .
and some of you at the hangar.  Looking 
forward to it.

Kim Pardon
PIO
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The year 2014 marks FIFI’s 40th year of flying with the CAF. To celebrate we have produced the 
SUPERFORTRESS 2014collector’s calendar to honor FIFI and the men and women who keep her flying. We 
are pleased to send you one of these great calendars as our thanks for your donation toFIFI .  

But her continued flight is at risk . . .

The exhaust system on the plane is original equipment manufactured in the 1940s. It is becoming old and needs 
replacement. Without a new system she can’t continue to fly. . . 

Our goal for this year is to raise $75,000 to replace the exhaust system. Now we know an exhaust system is not a 
fancy thing that gathers lots of imagination. But it is VITAL to her ability to fly. So please help us.

SUPERFORTRESS 2014 CALENDAR
The SUPERFORTRESS 2014 calendar 
is unique and fabulous. It is large with 
vibrant colors showing FIFI flying over 
our great country. You will be proud to 
display this calendar on your wall, or keep 
it as a collector’s item. 

There are 12 fabulous, full color pictures 
of FIFI and her friends.   Plus there are a 
number of historic photos of B-29s.  The 
overall size is 14 x 20 (it is huge). 
Included on the inside cover are historic 
pictures of FIFI and the story of her 
recovery and return to flight.  
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Here’s the best part…This calendar is limited to 
1,000 editions ensuring it is a collector’s item for 
years to come. And it is signed by five Squadron 
leaders who help keep FIFI flying. They are:

Neils Agather– Son of the originalFIFI (Josephine 
“FIFI” Agather, namesake of the CAF B-29) and 
current B-29 / B-24 Squadron Commander

Lt. Charles Chauncey – 35 mission pilot of the B-29 
Goin’ Jessiefrom WWII and a current Squadron 
member

Scott Slocum – Internationally known aviation 
photographer who took the color panel photos of FIFI
in the calendar

David Oliver – Squadron Operations Office and the 
current B-29 Instructor Pilot

Rick Garvis– Squadron Senior Crew Chief onFIFI

Your $50 donation ensures you will receive one of 
the limited edition calendars with all five signatures. 
But please act fast as we have only have printed 
1,000. When those are gone, that’s it. . .

Special Offer for Serious Aviation Historians
We have obtained a very limited supply of these calendars 
that are signed by Theodore “Dutch” Van Kirk. Dutch was the navigator on the B-29 Enola Gaythat bombed 
Hiroshima.   He is the only remaining crew member from that plane’s fateful mission. Paul Tibbets IV, grandson of 
the Enola Gaypilot, will also be signing these calendars.   

Your donation of $500 ensures you will receive this special collector’s calendar with Van Kirk and Tibbets’
signatures.  Only 29 are available so please order soon.

Make A Memorial 
We are also offering several options for creating a living memorial for your loved ones.     
For your donation of $1,500 we will emboss your name, or the name of your loved one on the back right bomb bay 
of FIFI in half inch letters. You will also get a special calendar signed by Van Kirk, Tibbets and the five Squadron 
leaders.

For your $5,000 donation we will emboss your name or the name of your loved one on the front right bomb bay in 
one inch letters. You will get a special calendar signed by Van Kirk, Tibbets and the five Squadron leaders. In 
addition, you will be given a certificate good for a ride in FIFI in the front cockpit section with the pilots.    

All donors will also receive a certificate for free admission for a family of four to all CAF AirPower History Tour 
events. Check our web site for schedule locations, dates and times. . .  www.AirPowerTour.org.   

Donate Now
So please help us today to keep FIFI flying by going to https://www.formstack.com/forms/caf-2014_calendar.    
Your tax deductible donation is much appreciated. . . and you’ll get a copy of this fabulous SUPERFORTRESS 
2014limited edition calendar.

The Calendar makes a great gift so get several and pass them to your loved ones and friends. Each one helps us keep 
FIFI flying. 
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B-24 Go Team Report
Times, they are a changing - says Bob Dylan, and now that's true for us.  As I'm sure you'll read elsewhere 
in The Flyer, we will soon be out of the Addison hangar.  We delayed the return of Lil from Midland while 
sorting out new accommodations.  By the time you read this, Lil should have flown from Midland to Ft 
Worth Meacham where she will undergo winter maintenance.

B-24 Ground School is planned for Saturday, April 12th - Watch for Details.

With Lil at Ft Worth Meacham, we are evaluating where Ground School will be held.  The hangar at 
Meacham or a nearby venue are possibilities so FE and Loadmaster training can be accomplished on the 
aircraft.  Stay tuned as we work to come up with the best option.  

It will be a challenge to have the aircraft ready for NAS Ft Worth JRB Carswell Airshow on April 26/27th, 
but for now we are still planning to make that date.  

An update to the B-24 Flight Manual is planned for release March 15th.  There will be a number of 
changes to the Normal Checklist, with associated changes to the manual.  There are also quite a few 
cleanup items, since this manual is relatively new.  The new B-29/B-24 Squadron Operations Manual is 
already available for download from the Squadron website.   www.cafb29b24.orgMembers Only section.  
Password:  superfortress

Summary of B-24 summer events:
KNFW – NAS Ft Worth Apr 26-27
KRDG - Reading, PA June 6 - 8
KBUF - Buffalo, NY June 9 - 11
CYHM - Hamilton, ON June 12 - 15
KAKR - Akron, OH June 17 – 22
KLUD – Cincinnati, OH June 23 - 25
KDAY - Dayton, OH June 26 - 29
KDPA – DuPage, IL July 25 - 27
KOSH - Oshkosh, WI July 28 - Aug 3
KAZO – Kalamazoo, MI Aug 4 - 6
KYIP - Willow Run, MI Aug 7 – 10

The calendar on www.AirPowerTour.orgis your best source for specific dates and additional events.  
Crewmembers interested in these events should email their availability -Loadmasters to Jim Neill, FE's to 
Rick Garvis and Pilots to me.

Thanks to all who work to Keep' m Flying,

Al Benzing
B-24 Go Team Leader
albenzing@gmail.com
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www.KeepDiamondLILFlying.org.
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron PX

Find us on

Member News
February, 2014

Membership Info

http://www.b29b24px.org/

If you have any membership 
questions, please feel free to 
contact me at: 
squadadjutant@gmail.com
Dues and new member 
applications 
can be mailed to: 

Debbie King
13562 Braemar Drive
Dallas, Texas 75234
B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant
469-688-1709

The CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron welcomes 
these new members in February, 2014

In Memoriam
Jim Moore
1931-2014

The Squadron lost Jim Moore on January 
28th.  Jim was a hard-working volunteer with 
the CAF from 1991 until his passing.  He put 
countless maintenance hours in on FIFI .  Jim 
also sponsored several CAF aircraft and was 
past President of the High Sky Wing.  He 
will be greatly missed by the Squadron, CAF 
and Midland community.

Squadron adjutant, Debbie King

Mark Frederick of Taylor, Texas
Chuck Gardner of Addison, Texas
Charles MacBeath of Fairview, Texas
Al Maxwell of Houston, Texas
Buzz Perez of Austin, Texas
Justin Poe of Grapevine, Texas
Taigh Ramey of Stockton, California
Rocky Reid of Mesquite, Texas
Scott Sarver of Wichita, Kansas
Samuel Stewart of Lake Leelanau, Michigan 
Dennis Warren of Edmond, Texas
Andrew DeLaTorre of Ft Worth, Texas
Kara Hueni of Friendswood, Texas
Lauran Paine of Salem, Oregon
Chloe Pile of Lota, Queensland
Doug Rozendaal of Clear Lake, Iowa
James Ahl of Colorado Springs, Colorado
LA Prawitz of Tucson, Arizona
Jacques Robitaille of Allen, Texas
James Murphy of Wichita, Kansas
Earl Long of Wichita, Kansas                        
Mike Flynn of Wichita, Kansas

For Squadron gear and 
merchandise, don’t forget 
to visit the Px!
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B-29 Ground School           January 8-9, 2014

1

2

3

5

7

6

1. Squadron Leader, Neils Agather, at the podium during 
the morning session.

2. Henry Bordelon explaining how to safely clean and 
polish FIFI.

3. Dan Owens covers pre-flight/post-flight duties
4. Duane Moreland demonstrates APU operation
5. Stu Watkins covers generator operation and plug-in
6. Mark Russell teaches Scanner duties
7. Caren Landis teaches emergency main gear and 

flap extension
8. Jim Neill covers emergency nose wheel extension
9. Phil Pardon reviews the long-line 
10. Angie Whitney teaches CPR and First Aid
11. Curtis Wester checks off all successful trainees

4

10

9

8

11
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B-29 Ground School           January 8-9, 2014

Pilots’ workshop

FE Walk-through with John Schauer

Alma Smith working on some Squadron gear for a member.  Rocky’s
Px rig is about to hit the road for Florida.

The Squadron’s newest addition catching some sun.

Special thanks to Kevin Hong and 
Steve Shapiro for Ground School photos
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Volunteer Spotlight
Henry Bordelon

by Konley Kelley 

Henry Bordelon was born in San 
Antonio, TX.  He and his brother were 
raised by their Dad, an architect and 
Mom, a secretary for Herb Kelleher at 
Southwest Airlines.  For most of his 
childhood, Henry lived in San Antonio 
but also lived briefly in Liberty and 
Beaumont.  

His first job was with the Hammond 
Company where he made custom
jewelry and repaired watches. Today, Henry is a Southwest Airlines Maintenance and Appearance 
Technician with 23 years on the job. At home is his wife, Kathryn and 15-year old daughter, Lily.

When he is not spending time with jets or 
warbirds, Henry is on stage performing with his 
band, “The Custodians.” He started playing 
harmonica and performing vocals in his brother’s 
garage seven years ago.  On many weekends you 
can find him playing a gig at a nightclub or 
special event.  Henry’s musical tastes range from 
classical to blues to rock.  

XC-99

Henry (wearing hat) and his band “The Custodians”
Check out “The Custodians” at the link below:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQzbNDQ8XWE&feature=youtu.be

With access to Kelly AFB, he 
was around a lot of military 
aircraft.  He clearly remembers 
seeing the XC-99, the world’s 
largest land-based cargo prop 
plane.  Henry and his Dad took 
every opportunity to see an air 
show over the years.

His interest in aviation comes from his family 
roots.  Henry’s Grandfather was an accomplished 
pilot and Air Force Base Commander in 
Anchorage, AL(we’ll learn more about him in a bit). 



Henry is our Squadron’s “Appearance 
Captain.” He makes sure we are well stocked 
with cleaning supplies and is frequently seen 
crawling all over the aircraft cleaning and 
polishing.   It is a huge effort and I know Henry 
appreciates help whenever he can get it.

Anyone who knows Henry will tell you there is 
scarcely a place on either of our bombers Henry 
has not touched including places on FIFI or Lil 
that seem impossible to reach.  We all owe a 
big thanks to Henry for the volunteer hours he 
puts in on the aircraft and the pride he takes in 
their appearance.

The future for Henry holds more 
music and more warbirds. He’d 
love to perform for audiences at 
bigger venues and events.  If you 
are out there and have something in 
mind, you know where to find him.  
Just look somewhere up on FIFI’s
fuselage or Lil’s wing.

Having been with the Squadron 
since 2010, he is fully qualified as a 
Scanner on FIFI and Loadmaster 
on Lil. He loves to fly in our 
bombers and would jump at a 
chance to fly in other warbirds if 
the opportunity came up.

Being in our Squadron and caring 
for our aircraft helps him honor and 
remember his Grandfather, Colonel 
Henry Bordelon.  Henry has his 
Grandfather’s faithfully maintained 
scrapbook and has shared some 
pictures with us in this issue of The 
Flyer.  It is an incredible history of 
his Grandfather’s military service 
and an exciting period for aviation.  
Let Henry know you would like to 
see it.  I’ll ask him to bring it to our 
next Squadron monthly meeting ☺

Henry casually strolling on FIFI while cleaning.

Henry at B-29 Ground School explaining how to safely clean FIFI

Lil’s nose getting a shine from Henry.



The Scrapbook of 
Col. Henry Bordelon
Henry’s Grandfather, Col. Henry 
Bordelon, completed his pilot’s 
training in 1931 at Kelly AFB.  His 
impressive service history includes 
flying the first military flight from 
Tacoma to Fairbanks in an early 
model B-17.  He rose through the 
ranks to become the Commander of 
Kelly AFB.  While Henry remembers 
his Grandfather as a respected leader 
and stoic commander, he also 
remembers being treated to stories by 
his Grandfather and sharing in his 
adventures.
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Special Feature
“Home in the Sky”

by Sarah Wilson

The flocking season is starting. I can hear 
the call to take my wing and follow me 
across the sky cerulean sea. Airshow’s
and fly-in’s sprout on our calendars 
and bud the dreams of spring, springing 
our minds migrations all over the country 
to join our flying family. Hearts pacing 
impatiently, while our thoughts air race 
through the last months of winter.  Sensing 
the season where the snow melts and the 
state doors warm open, and we are free to flock together again.

Curled on my couch, I was frozen sitting in the polar vortex surrounding my pink treehouse
apartment. Its seven windows face south, giving me an unlimited view of the sky and the lake from 
sunrise to sunset. My eyes focused on the lake because the sky is completely empty of little 
planes, the only signs of air life are the telltales of contrails up high. It’s very quiet here, except for 
the beep, beep, beeping of snow trucks and the honk, honk, honking of the geese that do not 
migrate. They spend their winter, happy homebodies in the bubbled water around the Riviera 
Pier. Watching them stretch their wings as they fly over their backyard, looking at their loose V 
formation, I was thinking it matched the pattern that the barnstormers fly. I had been like these 
geese for a few months, a happy homebody, but now I was getting the urge to migrate. Tingling to 
start touring with my FIFI family, barnstorming across Florida in our dissimilar formation.
My pilot light was glowing and it was almost 
time to flock.

The barnstormers are the winged tribe always 
closest to my heart, and I love tagging along 
with them. The nature of barnstorming, the 
essence of it for me is its pioneering spirit. The 
great adventure of flying to a new city, landing 
at an airport, and staking a sign in the 
grass. Then seeing if you can make enough 
money to pay for your gas, room, drinks and a 
meal. The business of barnstorming is 
different, it’s a business. 
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Grass runways get replaced 
with pavement and adventure 
becomes subordinate to 
marketing strategy. You move 
according to demographics, 
mean income, and the 
proximity to major media 
outlets determining your stops. 
The essence of barnstorming 
can get lost in the day to day of 
ride hauling if you let it, but the 
worst day of barnstorming is 
still better than the best days of 
a lot of other occupations. 
Realizing the barnstormers are 
an endangered species, our 
ranks shrinking yearly, I am
committed to fly with groups of them as long as I can. Grateful that the CAF B29/B24 squadron 
has taken Buddy and I under their wing.

How can I describe it to you? Barnstorming feels like goosebumps, tingly, giddy, full of what if’s 
and how can I’s. There is this magical moment when you look across the wing and your field of 
vision is filled with airplanes by your side, arm in arm, wing to wing, marching forward 
together. Our different octave’s of engines humming a happy chorus of pistons pacing in the round, 
whistling on our way to work. The legs between stops are where we get to play. I have been 
buzzed by bombers, rolled over the top of by fighters, passed by Trimotors and Travelairs, and 
beaten by Waco’s, as Waco’s win again. Wandering the sky trails I am amazed at the honk, honk, 
honking, I hear barnstorming. The happy chatter of pilots on CTAF, and the common channels of 
123.45 and 122.75. Pilots calling out to their friends out of sight. Longing to hear the echo of their 
voices, reporting positions and safe arrivals. Wingmen still, even if flying miles apart. There is a 
spring fever burning through the walls of winter that is calling us together again. Tribes of 
homebodies, light-sport pilots and homebuilders will leave the bubbled safety of their fields and 
venture out to pancake breakfast’s, or local fly-in’s. Tribes of regional flyers in sleek single-engines 
and light twins will cross state lines, carrying precious cargo of family and friends to gather at the 
larger events. 

Soon warbird tribes will flock to exotic places called Chino and Thunder, while the fabric tribes 
flock to grass havens called Blakesburg and Brodhead. Still a few tribes of nomads left, the 
barnstormers, will be venturing further afield in search of unknown horizon’s. Our tribes may seem 
different, made up of all shapes, sizes, and colors of planes – as colorful as the personalities that fly 
them. There is no difference. What we look for in the air, the reason we are there is each other. This 
flying family that unites us and calls us to one another. Flocking in our loose dissimilar formations, 
all moving together in the same direction. Returning us to this place that we call home in the sky.
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  
If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 
the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 
contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 
“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley
THE FLYER editor
konartist@verizon.net

THE FLYER WANTS YOU!

It was wonderful to see two of 
our past B-29 Tour Leaders, Stu 
and Katy Watkins back at B-29 
Ground School…along with an 
old friend “Monkey.”

B-24 Presentation at Richland College
Want to learn more about Jimmy Stewart’s unique 
relationship to the B-24 in WWII?  On Wed, Feb 26, from 
1:45-3:15 p.m. at Richland College in Dallas, Squadron 
members, Konley Kelley and Al Benzing will be delivering 
a presentation on the history of the B-24 Liberator and 
Diamond Lil.  There are limited seats for Squadron 
members to attend.  Please RSVP to Konley Kelley at 
konartist@verizon.netfor more details on the event.

Return of “Monkey”

Monkey first joined our Squadron in 2010 for the FIFI
tour of the Midwest.  He has his own flight log and has 
clocked in over 30 hours aboard FIFI and 21 flights.

He is even signed off as a Scanner by Chief (but cannot 
scan without supervision).  Monkey tagged along with 
the Watkins to Iraq and has logged almost as much time 
in a Blackhawk as he has in FIFI .  He has been to 
Kuwait, Dubai, Istanbul, Germany, Canada and all over 
the US – including Hawaii.  Next up, Monkey joins our 
crew on the Florida tour.  Happy trails Monkey and it is 
great to have you, Stu and Katy back with us.

Stu, Katie and Monkey in Baghdad

Monkey in the tube during B-29 Ground School
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