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B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officer John Flynn 717-632-4497

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officer Jim Neill 214-762-5891

If you are a New Member Looking to Get Plugged In or Want to Volunteer…  Contact the following:

Volunteer & New Member Coordinator Tim Colman 214-708-2279

Squadron Officers:

Squadron Commander Neils Agather 817-946-9950

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant & Personnel Officer Debbie King 469-688-1709

Maintenance Officer Don Obreiter 580-471-3048

Safety Officer John Flynn 717-632-4497

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Deputy Public Information Officer Chris Madrid 770-655-3315

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Squadron Staff:

Squadron General Manager Brad Pilgrim 843-991-3814

Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Don Thurston 903-714-8037

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

Facility Manager Jim Neill 214-762-5891

B-24 Team:

B-24 Go Team Leader Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-24 Aircraft Tours Coordinator Jim Neill 214-762-5891

Deputy Public Information Officer Chris Madrid 770-655-3315

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

Docent Emeritus Jack Bradshaw 214-987-1963

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Kon Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Open

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jon Oliver 312-925-6184

Ride Desk Captain Mary Mount 209-605-4313

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250
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In this Issue:
• Summer B/Fall 2016 AirPower History Tour 
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• Diamond Lil B-24 Go Team Report

• Member News 

• July / August Squadron meetings recap

• Warbirds on Parade poster

• Volunteer Spotlight:  Ed Beck

• Special Feature:  “Oh Happy, Happy Day!” 

By Charles Chauncey

• Final Chapter: “Lieutenant Dan, Part V” By Dan Owens

• Photo Album:  Cheryl Hilvert travels Europe

• Feature Story:  “Heroes of the B-29” 

By Gerald Oliver

• Editor’s Corner

• Squadron Contact Information

Final Chapter:

“Lieutenant Dan, Part V” 

By Dan Owens

Feature Story:

“Heroes of the B-29”

By Gerald Oliver

Volunteer Spotlight:

Ed Beck

Special Feature:

“Oh Happy, Happy Day!”

By Charles Chauncey

The Bucket in Grand Junction, CO 

Photo by Jon Oliver
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*Schedule subject to change

Check www.airpowertour.org

Grand Junction, CO

Las Vegas, NV

Monterey, CA

Modesto, CA

Sacramento, CA

Prescott, AZ

Lubbock, TX

Wings Over Dallas Air Expo

New Orleans, LA

Branson, MO

Muskogee, OK

Fayetteville, AR

Ft. Worth Alliance Air Show

Wings Over Dallas Air Expo

New Orleans, LA

Aug 31-Sep 4

Sep 7-11

Sep 14-18

Sep 21-25

Sep 27-Oct 2

Oct 5-9

Oct 12-16

Oct 28-30

Nov 4-6

Sep 2-4

Sep 10-11

Sep 22-24

Oct 15-16

Oct 28-30

Nov 4-6

Fall, 2016Late Summer/Fall, 2016

See FIFI, Diamond Lil 

and many other classic 

aircraft at the CAF’s 

“Warbirds Over Dallas”

October 28-30

Dallas Executive Airport

http://www.airpowertour.org/
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Squadron Report
I would like to highlight the very fine work of our Flyer Editor Kon 

Kelley. Honestly, I look forward to each and every Flyer, because each one 

is so good and I know the next one will be better than the last. He puts 

deep heart and soul into each issue. Furthermore he rigorously uses our 

greatest asset, our members. In this way, our members are fully a part of 

the Flyer. The Flyer is thus varied in its content and it highlights how 

interesting and accomplished our members are. My recollection is that 

when my father proposed a Squadron publication in 1974 or 75, the 

resulting FIFI's Flyer was the first publication from any unit; only Lloyd 

Nolen from HQ published anything. Kon has admirably maintained and 

greatly improved that publication. I am very proud of it.

Diamond Lil is about to come out of hibernation. How very exciting it will be to have her back. Soon she will be 

making stops of her own, selling rides and fulfilling our mission. We should all take a moment to thank the B-24 

Go Team. They are delivering the plane on time and having raised considerable funds to help et her there. I look 

forward to seeing her get on the road.

FIFI finished her tour of the midwest and is headed to California.  All in all, I think I can say we are having a 

decent tour financially. Time will tell, of course, but I think at the end of the summer this tour will prove to be a 

good one, though perhaps not our best. So we will have to take a hard look at our budget for 2017.

I am sure by now, everyone has heard that Doc flew for the first time in decades. FIFI is now joined by a second  

B-29. It's fitting that Doc, like FIFI came out of China Lake. They were together then and now share the air 

again. I want to congratulate Toni Mazzolini who has patiently dogged this project for so many years. I am sure 

that flight was a very happy day for him. Also, our crews helped and the Doc guys have been appreciative of what 

we have done.

We are all looking forward the CAF annual 

meeting and air show in October, our first 

at our new HQ. This will be the first 

opportunity for the public to see FIFI and 

Lil. The Tora guys will be there as well 

as a strong contingent of CAF aircraft. 

Should be fun!

See you on the road.

Neils Agather

Squadron Leader

Doc’s crew included highly experienced CAF personnel who all have time on FIFI. 

They include Charlie Tilghman (pilot), David Oliver (co-pilot), John Schauer (flight 

engineer), Rick Garvis (crew chief-secondary flight engineer), Don Obreiter (left 

scanner) and Glenn Mount (right scanner). Doc’s Friends personnel also took part, 

including Tony Mazzolini (not pictured) and TJ Norman (aft scanner).
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Flight Operations

Report
UP NORTH and UP HIGH

Diamond Lil is preparing for her launch to Branson, Missouri with a 

lot of people helping get the B-24 ready. The T-6, T-34 and Stearman 

will join her for what should be an outstanding time up north.

Meanwhile FIFI is operating up at high altitudes in Wyoming and 

Colorado on her trek to the West Coast. Recently John Schauer 

reminded the Squadron of things to be thinking about during high 

altitude operations and here are his inputs:

Soon the B-29 will be operating in some very high density altitude 

airports and would like for you to remind the pilots and flight 

engineers of this. I ran some numbers through the performance charts 

in the back of the flight manual and listed them below.

I've used the worse case scenario by using the heaviest weight we normally fly with (90,000 lbs.) and used the 

average high temperature at each airport.

The above figures were arrived at by estimation as the charts call for the use of 25 degrees of flaps while we use 15 

degrees, so I added approximately 400 ft. to each distance because of this.

I must remind you that we usually use 30" manifold until we reach 60 mph and then add full power. I'm estimating 

we use 700 ft. before full power is added. So should we think of adding that 700 ft. to the above distances?

Remember the idle mixtures will be unusually rich due to the high altitudes and the engineers need to be reminded 

of this and to use corrective techniques.

Thanks for the inputs John. Just so you know before each flight based on that day's conditions the Flight Engineers 

calculates this type of information for each flight.

We are lucky to be representing the men and women who built and flew these airplanes and the ones that are 

currently protecting us.

Have fun out there,

Archie Taylor

B-24/B-29 Operations Officer 

Cheyenne Elev. - 6,160 ft.

Wyoming  Longest runway 9270ft.

Temp. - 30C

Density altitude - 9300 ft.

T.O. distance 50 ft. - 4,200 ft.

Grand Junction Elev. - 4,857 ft.

Colorado   Longest runway - 10,501 ft.

Temp. - 33C

Density altitude - 7,800 ft.

T.O. distance 50 ft. - 3,900 ft.

Broomfield Elev. - 5,675 ft.

Colorado   Longest runway - 9,000ft.

Temp. - 33C

Density altitude - 8,600ft.

T.O. distance 50  ft. - 4,100

Acceleration and stopping distance at 110mph is 4,400 ft
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Training & Safety 

Report
Since our last Flyer was published, we wrapped up the Summer “A” 

portion of the 2016 Air Power History Tour. We had 13 busy tour stops 

during May, June and July on the tour, with a total of 51 squadron 

members helping out. Of these 51 members, eight were new members 

getting their first taste of the tour experience.   

As I write this, Curtis Wester and his crew are well into Summer Tour 

“B”.  They are currently in Omaha, working their way to the West Coast.

Even with our demanding schedule this summer, our B-29 Scanner 

instructors on both Summer Tours have been hard at work training new 

scanners. Their efforts have been instrumental in making certain we 

continue to have the best qualified B-29 back end crew members. Thus 

far they have trained and qualified five new B-29 Scanners.   

Our volunteers worked many long hours to maintain and operate our aircraft during some of the hottest times of the 

year and they “always got the job done safely.” There has not been any reported injuries as our volunteers have been 

working many long hours during some of the hottest times of the year.

We need to keep up this good work as we continue on the Summer “B” tour and conclude the season with the Dallas 

Air Expo in October and the trip to New Orleans in November.

Remember:  IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE!

John Flynn

Safety Officer

From FIFI FE Don Obreiter in Omaha:

Ed came to visit FIFI today. He's a 

Korean War B-29 Center Fire Gun 

Controller veteran. One of his duties was 

to run the APU in the tail. He climbed in 

and ran it for his kids to see. He hadn't 

ran it since 1953 and even climbed up in 

his old seat. Yup, he's badass!!
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PIO Report
Yep. We’re still out there! 

The B-29 flew to Grand Junction, Colorado today after two good stops – one 

in Cheyenne and the next in Broomfield, CO. Cheyenne was what we call a 

“midweek stop,” meaning we arrive on Monday and open that afternoon 

through Wednesday. We love it when a midweek stop is good – a great 

indicator we need to put it on as a weekend stop in the future. Cheyenne 

loved us. Bill Goeken did a lovely job at our Cheyenne stop in this news 

story: History Takes Off.

We continue to get some great news coverage at almost every stop. Omaha 

was warbird weary – we were the third warbird touring group through there 

in the past couple of months. Warbirds in the media were getting a little 

stale. But Mark Novak did a good news story when they arrived that even 

includes his proud and also lovely mother. A piece of history lands in Omaha

Looking to the future we are headed to Las Vegas, Monterey, Sacramento, Modesto, Prescott and Lubbock before 

returning to Dallas for Wings Over Dallas. A huge shout out to Mary Mount who has been promoting FIFI’s stop in 

Modesto since the beginning of the summer. The Modesto Bee published this article about Glenn and Mary and 

their involvement with both FIFI and their home unit, The Central California Valley Squadron. Flying High: 

Modesto couple tours with B-29 Superfortress. Mary has also been doing a lot of grass roots marketing there – the 

secret sauce that makes a good stop great. Thank you Mary! 

There have been many good news stories throughout Summer Tour A and B. I have many of them (25 or so) on the 

AirPower Tour media page with links.

We are also thrilled our “sleeping beauty” Lil has awakened from her long nap. Crew chief Rick and his crew of 

employees and volunteers reported a successful engine run this past Saturday. We posted a 10 second video of Lil

with her engines running on our Facebook page. Overnight we reached almost 40,000 people and, as of today, the 

count is almost 80,000. Never underestimate the power of an embedded video on Facebook. Amazing results.

Diamond Lil is on schedule for her first B-24 AirPower Tour stop in Branson, Missouri over Labor Day weekend. A 

lot of effort on many fronts . . . thank you all for that. We have sold advance rides at all three of the B-24 tour stops 

this fall and look forward to success with Lil and the aircraft traveling with her.

We will also have British television producer Nik Coleman with us 

as we travel to Branson. Nik has already done some shooting at the 

hangar. Diamond Lil will be featured in the first episode of the 

second season of his series Plane Resurrection. Only available in 

the US via Netflix, his first season aired in Australia and Great 

Britain. We welcome Nik and are thrilled he wants to feature several 

of our CAF aircraft in this next season. Great exposure for the CAF 

and for our squadron. Nik did a short interview with Ed Beck, one 

of our B-24 maintenance volunteers.  There is a link to the video in 

the Volunteer Spotlight on Ed Beck in this issue of The Flyer.

On to Wings Over Dallas…

Kim Pardon

Public Information Officer

http://www.kgwn.tv/content/news/History-Takes-Off-391170461.html
http://www.kmtv.com/news/local-news/a-piece-of-history-lands-in-omaha
http://www.modbee.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/jeff-jardine/article90116232.html
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B-24 Go Team Report
HOT STUFF in JULY 

We were very pleased with the great turnout at our July event to host a tireless advocate for the B-24D Hot Stuff, Jim 

Lux and his wife Nancy.  Jim has been the driving force for building a memorial to the crew of the B-24 Hot Stuff 

that crashed in Iceland in 1943.  The authors of Before The Belle, Cassius (Cash) Mullen and Betty Byron were not 

able to attend due to illness, but we are pleased to report that Jim sold 34 of their books!

WRAPPING UP MX

It’s been a long 14 months since Lil began extensive maintenance.  The dedicated and hard-working Mx teams are 

wrapping up – it’s time to fly!  As I write this, Lil should be getting fuel in her resealed tanks and undergoing the 

first engine runs.

TRAINING FLIGHTS

Maintenance and training flights will occur the final week of August.  If you are scheduled to be on a B-24 Crew this 

fall, be sure Archie (Pilots) or Toni (Scanners) are kept up to day on your availability for training.  It is the nature of 

these flights that the schedule can change quickly.  Be ready, be prepared when the call comes.

SEPT THREE

Locations and dates (including transition dates) are as follows:

KBBG Branson, MO Sept  2 – 6

KMKO Muskogee, OK Sept  9 – 12

KFYV Fayetteville, AR Sept  21 – 25

The plan is to return to Dallas Executive between tour stops.

Diamond Lil, our T-6 and Stearman, along with the T-34 will take off for Branson, MO on Sept 2nd.    B-25 Mitchell, 

TBM Avenger and P-51 Mustang will join us for Branson.  Texas Raiders B-17 is planned for Fayetteville, AR.

Everyone is anxious to ‘get the show on the road’.  Many last minute preparations are underway.  THANKS for 

working so hard to get Diamond Lil back on tour!

OCT SPECIALS

KAFW Alliance Airshow Oct   14 – 17

KRBD Dallas Air Expo Oct   27 – 30

KNEW New Orleans, LA Nov  3 – 7

More details on these stop next month!

Al       

214-707-2726     

albenzing@gmail.com

Photo by Rick Garvis

mailto:albenzing@gmail.com
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Membership Info
If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at squadadjutant@gmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

Debbie King

13562 Braemar Drive

Dallas, Texas 75234

B29/B24 Squadron Adjutant

469-688-1709

For a Squadron shirts and gear, contact 

alma@B29B24px.org at the Squadron Px!

Member News
August, 2016

Upcoming Events:

• Squadron meeting  9/17

• CAF Air Show and 

Annual Meeting 10/27-30

• Annual Chili Cook-off   11/19

Dan Smith of Plano, Texas

Amy Metz of Denver, Colorado

Glenn Smith of Duncan, Oklahoma

Julius Yoder of Marion, Iowa

Joey Castiglione of Modesto, California

Todd Abbott of Dallas, Texas

The Squadron welcomes the following 

new members in August, 2016 

“Diamond Toni” Rabroker 

got some custom B-24 

plates for her truck.

http://www.eaavideo.org/video.aspx?v=5108284963001

Squadron member, Lisa 

“Rosie the Riveter” 

Foster appeared at the 

Frontiers of Flight 

Museum for the Spirit 

of ‘45 Event in August.

Squadron GM Brad Pilgrim delivered an EAA 

webinar about Diamond Lil in August.  You can see 

the recorded webinar at the link below.

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:squadadjutant@gmail.com
mailto:alma@B29B24px.org
http://www.eaavideo.org/video.aspx?v=5108284963001
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Squadron Member Meetings
July/August 2016

Pancakes in July and Ice Cream in August.  Squadron members enjoyed treats 

at the July/August meetings at DEA.  The programs were great.  In July, Jim 

Lux spoke about the B-24 Hot Stuff and her tragic story from WWII history.  In 

August, Squadron GM, Brad Pilgrim told FIFI’s story (Part I).  Brad gave a rich 

account of FIFI’s construction, operational history and rescue from China Lake 

by the legendary Vic Agather and  other pioneers of the CAF.

J
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Photos by Konley Kelley Photos by Raymond Jeffcoat
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Volunteer Spotlight

Ed Beck
By Konley Kelley

When asking Squadron members to recommend a Volunteer 

Spotlight, two suggested Ed Beck right away. I saw Ed Beck’s story 

several weeks ago on a History Channel video featurette shared on 

Facebook from a show called Plane Resurrection. Ed’s story and 

his inspiration to join the CAF is this episode’s topic. You can see 

the Facebook clip here and we will dive into Ed’s story more deeply 

in this month’s volunteer spotlight.

Plane Resurrection featuring the CAF’s Ed Beck
https://www.facebook.com/groups/329534340601/search/?query=ed%20beck

Ed was born in Bisbee, AZ on March 14, 1946. Bisbee is 10 miles from the Mexican border. His Dad ran a service 

station. The Beck family relocated to South Dallas in 1948. Working with automobiles as a civilian came naturally 

to Ed’s father who, although he was in the US Army Air Corps in WWII, was assigned to the motor pool and the 

maintenance of USAAC vehicles. Ed’s father continued to run service stations in the Oak Cliff community of 

Dallas. His mother did some secretarial work when she was not at home taking care of the household and Ed’s 

siblings including a younger sister and two younger brothers.

Ed was nearly an eye witness to a momentous day in history when he and a friend from Sunset High School in South 

Oak Cliff jumped in the friend’s Chrysler 300 convertible to see President Kennedy upon his visit to Dallas. They 

saw the Kennedy’s get off Air Force One at Love Field but gave up heading downtown because of the traffic and 

obstacles in place for the parade route. On the way home they heard of the assassination on the car radio.

Ed grew up in Oak Cliff in the 50’s and early 60’s where he got his 

first taste of a vintage WWII aircraft. At Red Bird Airport (now 

Dallas Executive Airport and the home of the national HQ of the 

CAF), Ed and his friends could walk up to an abandoned B-25 

Mitchell sitting in high grass on the airport grounds. The bomb bay 

doors were open so they could climb inside and explore.

Ed joined the USAF in 1964. Just out 

of high school, he was not eligible to 

fly aircraft. He does count his 

blessings because he was assigned to 

Wilford Hall, the Air Force’s largest A postcard of Redbird Airport back in the late 1940s.

hospital at Lackland AFB in San Antonio. Ed worked in the physical therapist clinic.

It was there he met his future wife, Diana who worked next door in the plastic 

surgery clinic. Over conversations at the facilities chow hall, Ed and Diana’s 

relationship began to grow. They were the right people for each other. Ed said, ”We 

liked the same things including ideas for the future and the raising of children.”

Diana at Lackland AFB

https://www.facebook.com/groups/329534340601/search/?query=ed%20beck
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They were married in 1967. Both were honorably discharged in 1968. Diana went on to become an RN and surgical 

nurse. Ed sometimes wishes he stayed in the medical field for the income but life had something else in store for him.

Ed had a desire to fly for a living, which was inspired by his uncle, Lt. Edward Whaley, who flew B-24’s in WWII 

and paid the ultimate price after being shot down on his 37th mission over Austria in May, 1944. Diana insisted he go 

ahead and fulfill his inspiration. Per Ed, it was that or 20 years down the road she was sure he’d be racked with guilt 

and regret. Ed loves this about her and 48 years of marriage is a testament to their strong relationship.

In 1968, Ed joined the Texas Flying Club at the San Antonio airport while working for aviation pioneer Dee Howard 

and Howard Aerotek. He earned his pilot’s license and his A&P. It was important to Ed he knew the workings of the 

aircraft if he was going to take it up. Ed continued working and putting in flight hours until 1976.

Ed then learned of PHI, one of the world’s leading helicopter 

services companies. He had 500 hours in a fixed wing aircraft and 

a commercial, instrument ratings and that, with his A&P, qualified

him for their pilot/mechanic program where they gave him 60 

hours of flight training in the Bell 206. Over the next 10 years, Ed 

flew over 3,000 hours with PHI. His job was to pilot equipment 

and workers from bases on the Louisiana and Texas coast to 

offshore drilling and production platforms. Ed’s status as a pilot/

mechanic made it possible for him to remain offshore for 7 days at 

a time and do the daily inspections to his helicopter on the offshore 

platforms; otherwise, it was required the ship be brought back to 

the beach daily for an A&P to inspect.  This work schedule of 7 

days on and 7 off gave Ed an opportunity to finish a bachelors 

degree at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (USL at the 

time) which had a 7 and 7 curriculum for so many that worked in 

the oil fields.

Ed’s recalls many eventful trips taking “Cajuns” back and forth to work on the rigs. He recalls one oil rig foreman 

who he dropped off and picked up at his favorite bar on the beach every 7 days. It might have been the hangover, 

but this foreman and other crew members more than not got sick on the flight back to the rig. Ed didn’t care for the 

clean-up after that. He also found himself often trying to beat weather hazards in the Gulf including fogbanks that 

rolled in like sandstorms and wrapped his helicopter in zero visibility. To get his bearings, Ed remembers dropping 

down to sea level and once narrowly missing a crew boat anchored near a rig. His familiarity with the mechanics of 

the helicopter also helped cool his nerves when, in one instance, warning sirens and lights filled the cockpit. With 

his panicked passengers about to pass out, Ed was confident it was the loss of a rotor tack – a mechanical condition 

he could still safely fly through.

Ed parted ways with PHI in 1987 and he and Diana relocated to Lewisville, a suburb in northwest Dallas. Ed began 

working for Omni Flight (formerly Silver Star) a company that maintained helicopters for Careflite. Ed worked for 

inspections which limited his flying time to test flights following maintenance and returning the helicopters back 

to their Careflight base. Ironically, just the other day, Ed ran into a colleague from Omni Flight during an FAA 

inspection of Diamond Lil. Ed left Omni Flight in 1994 He said he “semi-retired” selling real estate and taking 

more time to play golf. Diana retired after working as a surgery nurse at DFW-area hospitals for 30 years.

Leading up to this point, Ed and Diane did start a family. Their daughter, Christine, was born in 1974 and runs her 

own successful interior design business in Highland Village and son, Brian, in 1978 who runs his own audio/video 

business in and around Los Angeles. In 2014, Ed and Diana moved to a resort community in Whitney, TX.

Ed flying for PHI (date)
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In 2000, Ed began researching his Uncle’s WWII 

story. Assuming you’ve seen the video link in this 

article, you know the impact his Uncle’s story has 

had on Ed and how it led to his association with 

the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron. Although the 

mystery of the fate of the missing crew members 

of the B-24 Battering Ram may never be known, 

Ed has chosen to honor them by giving his hours 

to the care and maintenance of Diamond Lil.

Ed comes up to work on Lil at the CAF hangar at 

Dallas Executive Airport at least two days a 

week. This is a 73 mile one-way trip for 

Ed. Today I spoke to Ed following the first engine 

run-up for Lil since June, 2015. He takes great 

pride in his work and that of  the dedicated  CAF 

maintenance team who spent countless hours to 

put Lil back in the air.

Lt. Whaley’s story was also featured in the June 2015 issue of The Flyer

http://media.wix.com/ugd/65f239_25b3f4f01f67494789f88f4c4f5578ea.pdf

Ed, Diana, Christine and Brian.

When he joined the CAF and committed to Diamond Lil, he was not just doing this for the mission we share in the 

CAF but to honor the bravery and sacrifice of his Uncle and crew of the Greatest Generation. Later in September, 

Ed will join Diamond Lil on tour and will be able to tell his Uncle’s story as he tours with the B-24. There is also 

word the film crew from Plane Resurrection may be doing a follow-up story on Lt. Edward Whaley. Keep your 

eyes peeled for something in a future Flyer issue. Thank you Ed for keeping ‘em flying!

http://media.wix.com/ugd/65f239_25b3f4f01f67494789f88f4c4f5578ea.pdf
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Special Feature

“Oh Happy, Happy Day!”
By Charles Chauncey

WWII Veteran and B-29 P/AC

I am reminiscing back to WWII times when our crew left North Field Air Base, Tinian, Marianas for terra firma in 

the states and me to my home in Chanute, KS. I was the B-29 Pilot/Airplane Commander of an 11 man crew and our 

plane, Goin’ Jessie.  We were on a fast track to completing our 35 missions. Early on we had named Goin’Jessie (as 

in fast, goin’ like a bat out of hell) with a huge, fast, mean lookin’ rabbit for our nose art. She certainly was living up 

to her name. 

Uniquely, we had a choice of two different ways that we could rotate back to the states. The first was to complete the 

required 35 missions (which was the same as those in the European Theater). The second was only a rumor. If the 

rumors were true, we would need to slow down our mission rate so our 35th mission would be Goin’ Jessie’s 50th 

mission and we could take her home, too. The rumors began occurring before we completed our 32nd mission. If this 

came to pass, we had some fellows with films, artworks, etc. who didn’t think their stuff would pass customs unless 

left aboard the plane. My guess was they’d want us flying around the states advertising and selling USA War Bonds 

to help finance the war effort like the B-17 crew of the Memphis Belle did after completing 25 missions in Europe. 

1st Lt. Jack Cramer (navigator); 1st Lt. Julius “Chip” 

Chilipka (bombardier); and me (Pilot/Airplane 

Commander) ended the second plan if it was true. We 

had reasons for the decision against the plan - thus 

ending the rumors. As crew members it just wasn’t 

conducive for us to fly around the states for an 

extended period of time after getting home.  Plus, the 

pressures of spreading out our four last missions for 

Goin’Jessie to catch up was too much. Then, could we 

could we synchronize our 35th and Goin’ Jessie’s 50th

mission? As it turned out, when we flew our 35th last 

mission, it was only Goin’ Jessie’s 46th mission. We 

completed our required 35 missions on July 24, 1945.  

We flew 32 of the total of our 35 missions in 

Goin’Jessie (three more missions in other aircraft). I 

don’t recall any extra partying when we arrived back to 

Tinian after completing our 35 missions. 
Chauncey is third from the right, back row.

Were we happy? Absolutely, we were very pleased. Yet, I think we were all meditating the future as we rode the 

6x6 truck to the debriefing of the mission. Still, we were all fairly somber as a huge load was lifted from our 

shoulders. Anyway, I was just too pooped for any frivolity but I welcomed that cup of relaxer (liquor) for bed time. 

We flew all of our missions in six months with no break for rest and relaxation.  Naturally I was happy to be going 

home even if only for a month before returning back to service. We returned to the states on August 4-5, 1945.  We 

were lucky to catch an empty 509th Atomic Bomb Group’s C-54 cargo plane headed back to the states. We knew 

their B-29s were modified with no gun turrets, and the big blisters were missing. What was the deep dark secret of 

them we couldn’t find out? 
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Our first stop coming home would be Hickam Field, Honolulu, Hawaii USA. Arriving at Hickam Field, we were 

ushered directly to customs. The officer pressed down on, AC John’s leather bag and immediately turned it over 

dumping everything out including  his prize two 45 Army pistols and four first aid kits. 

It was night when we landed at Mather AAF Base, CA. When I called my engaged, sweetheart Jayne Elliot, after 

landing in California; I said “Hi Honey, I’m home!” She didn’t miss a beat with “When do you want to get 

married?” Nine days later, we married. I learned on the 6th and 9th of August two atomic bombs were dropped and 

hostilities primarily ceased the 15th.

Three things happened when we married: 1) We completed our promise not to marry until I was out of the war 

zone, 2) two hearts became one and 3) the Atomic Age had began. My official departure from the service was 

December 5th, 1945. 

singing” all around the world. Oh Happy, Happy Day! For Goin’ Jessie, we were the primary crew and ultimately 

she flew a great record of 52 bombing missions (including 

one post-war parachute drop of supplies to a POW Camp) 

with no aborts.  Sadly, the 20th AF still had crews blasted 

out of the sky or ditching in the Pacific up to the last. 

When the war was over with the total surrender papers 

signed September 2nd 1945, you could hear the “fat lady 

all around the world.” OH Happy, Happy Day!

A rare color picture of Goin’ Jessie

Chauncey leads a prayer for Doc’s crew before the first flight.

The Greatest Generation meets the next generation.
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Final Chapter

Lieutenant Dan, Part V
By Dan Owens

Tinian: The Final Chapter

Finally the training is complete and Dan’s journey to the Pacific begins December 

15, 1944.  The first stop is Mather Field in Sacramento, California.  Dan and the 

crew stay a few days resting and performing maintenance on their B-29.  While 

there he writes that from now on his letters will be censored to the point he doesn’t 

tell his parents where he is in California.  He also explains that he has written a will 

and how to go about getting assistance from any army post’s personnel affairs 

officer even 20 to 30 years later.  Dan was able to make a call home before leaving 

Sacramento.  His mother wrote in her dairy on December 20, 1944, “Talked to Dan 

from Sacramento California, will be our last visit until he comes back to the states.”

Their crew finally leaves Sacramento on December 22 for Honolulu.  The flying 

time is 11 hours 50 minutes.  Because of the censor all Dan writes is he is 

somewhere in the Pacific but not yet at his final destination.  They are allowed to 

write all they want, but it will not be mailed until after they leave because of 

security concerns.  Dan and his crew has all started growing mustaches.  So far 

Dan’s is in the lead among the crew.  Dan Godsy

They depart Honolulu December 24 for 10 hour trip to Kwajalein.  The island had only been captured a short time 

before their arrival, and there was still a large Marine presence there.  They spent Christmas there then departed for a 

6 hour 25 minute trip to Guam on the 26th then a short 55 minute trip to Tinian which is to be the crew’s final 

destination.

Dan’s first letter home comes on December 28.  He can’t tell his 

parents where he is yet but is at his final destination somewhere in 

the South Pacific.  They had to change the name of their B-29 

because someone else had used their first choice.  It is now The 

Padre and His Angels.  The Chaplains wanted a ship to represent 

them so since we didn’t have a name yet they picked one adopted 

by the Chaplains.  It doesn’t represent anyone on the crew but he 

couldn’t think of a better group to be adopted by than the Chaplain’s 

Corps.  Once the name was painted on the airplane the Chaplains 

got a camera man to come and take pictures.  He tells his parents it 

might show up on a newsreel sometime.

Dan is not sure what he can tell his parents but since some of the 

other guys have been writing where they are he writes, “ we are in

the Marianas islands and you know what we are here for”.  He thinks it may get cut out of the letter, but it did 

survive the censor.  (His parents believed for a long time he was on Saipan)

He writes that they have been hit by a couple of Jap raids and he has been broken in to a fox hole.  He says he thinks 

he was the first one there.  A few of the Japs didn’t make it back to their land of the rising sun.  He says he thinks it

(Part I was in the February 2016 issue of The Flyer.  

Part V will conclude Dan’s story)
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is more fun to be dropping the eggs than to be down below dodging them.  The day before Dan’s crew made their 

first mission to Guguan Island so he has had some experience dropping eggs.

On New Years Eve Dan spent the night guarding the ship.  It was quiet until midnight when things really broke 

loose.  He thought it was an invasion, but it was just the boys on the island celebrating the New Year.  Things

are getting better and he likes the climate on the island.  It was a mess just after it was taken but it has been cleaned 

up now.  There are still a few Jap snipers around but they aren’t too dangerous.  They are living in Quonset huts now 

instead of tents.  There is still no laundry facilities, not even hot water.  He’s thinking he may get industrious and 

build a fire and boil his clothes.  Most of the guys have received their foot lockers but they were all broken into.  

Dan says his must have been broken into as well as he has not been able to locate it.  “I sure could have used those 

clothes”  

January 7th they made another mission to Guguan.  Dan received the first mail from home he has received since 

leaving Kearney.  One letter was dated Dec. 23 and one Dec 14.  The PX just opened and they had fruit juice for 

sale.  Dan said you should have seen the line.  He got some pineapple and it sure tasted good.  His foot locker still 

has not arrived.

In a letter dated Jan. 10 Dan writes that he has been pretty busy and has not had time to write.  Capt. Brown’s log 

book shows they made 3 flights to navigation coordinates with the note (search for Jim) in the remarks section.  

Jan. 13th Dan has started getting mail from home on a regular basis.   He wrote that “V” mail arrives at the same 

time as regular mail so it isn’t any faster.  He writes that it is almost time to turn the water on.  He wants to be the 

first in line for a shower.  The water is turned on at five in the evening.

Jan 17 he has time to write after not writing for a couple of days.  Capt. Brown’s log book shows a 9 hour mission to 

Pagan island, dropping 24/ 500 pound bombs and (search for Jim).  Mail from home has slowed a little but Dan was 

expecting it to come in spurts.  Dan’s old brother Don is in the Coast Guard and is supposed to come home anytime.  

He has ask about whether he has made it home in practically every letter he has written.

Jan. 18 Dan receives 3 letters from home.  He is glad to hear that Don is on his way home now.  He went to a show 

the night before and saw “To Have and Have Not”.  He tells his folks they should go see it if they have a chance.  

“The GI’s on the island really went wild over the girl in the picture.”  He has been on letter censoring detail for a 

couple of days censoring the enlisted men’s mail.  He says it’s a pain but he only has to do it an hour at a time so he 

doesn’t mind too much.

Dan and Dave Sharp, the flight engineer on Dan’s crew, took a tour of the island and had quite a time.  They took a 

tour of a ship and decided they may turn into sailors.   Two of the crew turn 21 on the same day.  Navigator Galin 

and Bombardier Farnung.  They claim to be men now.  Dan checked with the censor about sending pictures home.  

Says there are some he can and some he cannot.  Will send the ones he cannot at a later time.  They are still sleeping 

on plain army cots.  There are 25 mattresses and there is going to be a drawing for who gets one.  Dan hopes he gets 

drawn.  

Dan was lucky and was drawn for an air mattress.  Galin and Farnung got one as well.  They have really been 

rubbing it in on Dave Sharp and the Captain.  It won’t be long before everyone has one though.  Dan spent another 

night on guard duty.  The stock at the PX is pretty “skimpy”.  When they do get supplies in they don’t last long.

The food is getting pretty good.  One night they had fried chicken.  Dan wrote, “Don’t know where they got it, but I 

wasn’t interested at the time.”  Dan is glad his letters aren’t getting chopped up by the censors.  He is watching what 

he writes pretty closely.  He tells his parents they can tell pretty closely where he is by reading the papers.  He ends 

most of his letters by saying “I am fine so don’t worry”.

January 29th the Captains Log book shows an 8 hour mission to Iwo Jima carrying 24-500 lbs. bombs. Then the 31st

there was a mission to Maug carrying 10-500 lbs. incendiary bombs.  
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January 30 they finally got lights in their hut.  It sure is nice to not write letters with a flashlight.  The Seabees do an 

excellent job there.  Padre is in good shape and going strong.  Hopefully it will keep up the good work.

February 1st the Captains log book shows a test hop of 1 hour 

and 35 minutes in another aircraft named Slicks Chick’s He 

writes that he can’t tell his parents in the letters anything about 

his missions, but says they know him well enough to read 

between the lines. He says they have a big day coming up the 

next day and he has to get to sleep.  He is going to appreciate 

that mattress.  

February 4th the Captains log book reads 16 hours 35 minutes to 

Kobe Japan, 1st mission over Japanese Empire in Slick’s Chicks. 

The only thing was Dan did not fly that mission.  Dan wrote he 

was “out ranked out of my seat today.”  They were lead ship and 

the commander of the 505th BG, Colonel Ping flew with the lead 

ship.  Dan was very upset, but there was nothing he could do

about it.  Not going on that mission caused him to be one mission behind the rest of the crew.  They were to fly 35 

missions before they could go home and this caused Dan to be one mission behind his crew.  The mission was a 

success.  Everybody made it home.  Their ship got some minor damage but it didn’t take much to repair it.  

He mentions that his family has probably heard about the Iwo Jima mission they had pulled.  He thinks it’s funny the 

way the censorship thing works.  A radio operator on the Iwo mission heard a station from the States telling about 

that mission even before they are back.  So he tells his parents that when they hear a news flash on the radio about a 

mission, some of the ships aren’t even back.  

February 8th the Captains log book reads 2 hours 40 minutes Tinian/Local.“Last flight 

with Dan Godsy my copilot”.  They were back in the Padre. He says it is really hot there 

and he has started his mustache again.  Will probably shave it off when it begins to 

bother him.

February 10th the opportunity comes up for Dan to make up the mission he was behind 

the crew.  Dean Forberger, aircraft commander for Deaner Boy was transferred to 

mission planning.  The copilot that had been flying Slick’s Chicks, Owen Barnhart, was 

promoted to Aircraft Commander of Deaner Boy.  This opened the copilot seat in Slick’s 

Chicks for Dan to fly a mission with Capt. Carmel Slaughter and make up the mission he 

was behind his crew.  Every one of Dan’s crew members tried to talk him out of taking 

that mission but Dan was determined to make up that one mission he was behind.  

The mission was to bomb the Nakajima Aircraft plant at 

Ota, Japan.  Over the target there was some problem with 

one of the airplanes and they were changing positions in 

the formation.  For some unexplained reason Deaner Boy 

was seen to rise and its number 4 engine impacted the tail 

of Slick’s Chick’s causing both planes to spiral out of 

control.  Some reports say that a Japanese fighter attacked 

kamikaze style head on one of the planes.  The reports 

from the American’s and the Japanese differ on this 

matter.  But the tragedy is that 23 men (One ship carried 

Colonel Birrell Walsh as an observer) were lost in that one 

incident.  As well as one 21 year-old young man that has 

given me not just a name, but the opportunity to honor one 

person’s ultimate sacrifice.  

Capt. Carmel Slaughter

Akizuma Monument
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Photo Album

Cheryl Hilvert

Travels Europe
Squadron member, Cheryl Hilvert, was in Europe from July 1-14.  While touring Great Britain, she 

was joined by Squadron members Paul Maupin, Curtis Wester, Al Benzing and Ross Martin.  She 

visited many historic WWII sites and the airbase where her father, a WWII B-17 pilot was 

stationed.  Cheryl, thank you for sharing your trip and memories with us.

Bletchley Park, where the decoding of enemy 

coded messages occurred during WWII.

Home to 4000 US 

Army Air Corps men 

killed from the East 

Anglia airfields. More 

than 26,000 airmen 

and crew were killed 

from these airfields 

during the war.
The B-29/B-24 Squadron laid a poppy 

wreath to commemorate these heroes

American Cemetery 

Cambridge, England

My highlight of the entire trip was visiting 

Nuthampstead, home of the 398th Bomb Group, 

601st Squadron. My Dad was stationed there 

and flew B-17s into Germany from June 1944 

until April 13, 1945 when his airplane was 

severely damaged in a bombing run over 

Germany and he was held as a POW. 
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Several of us had the opportunity to do some 

flying while in England! We flew in gliders in 

Tibbenham--a former B-24 base--and in a 

1940s DE Haviland Rapide at the Duxford 

Air Show.

Duxford Air Legends -

A fabulous airshow 

featuring the beautiful 

airplanes of WWII. 

The Shuttleworth Military Air Pageant with WWI, WWII and older airplanes.                          

A wonderful experience!!

Omaha Beach was a very 

moving experience. The 

location of the loss of more 

than 3000 American lives on 

June 6, 1945. God bless the 

Greatest Generation.

The beaches of Normandy 

were surreal. This is Utah 

Beach, the most successful of 

the US beach invasions. Our 

friends from the Southern 

Museum of Flight laid a poppy 

wreath in memory of these 

American heroes of D-Day.
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Feature Story

Heroes of the B-29
By Gerald Oliver

How do you define a hero?   Is it someone who spits in the eye of danger and performs superhuman exploits?  Or is it 

a normal person thrust into unusual circumstances by sheer luck?    There’s no for sure explanation.  But one thing I 

believe they have in common…  When pressed, they perform.   When in danger, they somehow overcome fear and 

keep going.   When chaos reigns, others look to them for leadership.   

This is a story of two heroes.  They came to us by happenstance.  Needless to say, I was overwhelmed by their stories.   

Back when David and I first joined the CAF, we took a trip up to Kankakee, IL to interview a B-29 pilot.   We learned 

about this man from my father, a resident of Kankakee.   He said, “You need to come talk to this guy, Vivien Lock.   

He flew those B-24’s and B-29’s in the big war.  Called his B-29 the City of Kankakee. 

Viv Lock’s B-29 landing on Guam to end the WWII missions of the B-29

“Viv” was full of life and talkative.   He offered all the time needed in our conversations.   But before we could do 

the interview, he was taking his wife to Branson for some good ‘ol country music.   The interview meeting was set 

for the week after his trip.   And by the way, could he bring a few of his local friends with him to the interview?   

“Sure” was my response.  “Who are they?”    “John Neville and Jim Kasler”, was his reply.   “Look ‘em up,” he said.  

That’s all he would tell me.  

I received a call from a friend of his three days before the interview.  Viv was not feeling well and was hospitalized in 

Branson.   A day later, the same man called…  Vivan “Viv” Lock, last pilot to land in WWII was dead.   

Now what to do?  David and I decided to press on and do the interview with the other two gentlemen.  But just 

exactly who were they?   And could their story surpass Viv’s recollections, story telling and personality?   

So off to do some research.    

So I called Lock and 

arranged to come do a video 

interview.  His claim to fame 

in his 30 year Air Force 

career was that his B-29 was 

the last to land at the end of 

the war.  Seems his plane 

was in the air on a mission 

on Aug 15, 1945 when the 

war ceased.   He was the tail 

end Charlie, so his landing 

officially closed out the war 

for B-29’s.   
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Colonel Jim Kasler

Turns out Jim Kasler was a veteran of three wars.  He started his 

Army Air Corp career at age 17 as a B-29 tail gunner.   Itching 

to get in the fight, he was only able to participate in seven 

missions before the war ended.   Mustered out, he longed for the 

opportunity to fly.   The Korean War heated up and Kasler was 

able to re-enlist…  and made it to flight school.   Flying ability 

and an aggressive nature allowed him to become an Ace with six 

kills in the F-86.  

He stayed in the Air Force as a career, eventually leading a 

number of missions in F-105 Thuds over North Vietnam.   On 

mission 93 he turned right instead of left.  A SAM missile ripped 

the aircraft apart and Kasler floated down to become a prisoner 

and spent six plus year as a resident of the Hanoi Hilton. 

History books and legend rate Kasler the toughest prisoner to 

break.  The North even flew in a special Russian trained Cuban 

to deal with him.   Only once did he crack… and then recanted 

the next morning.  In our time together, it was painfully obvious 

that Jim Kasler has been wracked with painful and debilitating 

injuries while in captivity.  But there was a steel to him.    It was 

more than I have ever witnessed in a human being.  Strong 

will…no fear.  

Kasler’s F-86 over Korea.

F-105 Thunderchiefs on the roll in Vietnam.  

He described the torture in detail with a sort of detached 

emotion…  like it had happened to someone else.   One 

thing was clear…  Jim Kasler was one of the toughest 

guys ever to wear Air Force blue.   

A little more research turned up some interesting facts 

about Kasler’s service record.   He flew 198 combat 

missions.   He is the only person to be awarded the Air 

Force Cross three times.   Kasler earned 76 awards for 

valor and service. In addition to the three awards of the 

Air Force Cross, Kasler was decorated twice with the 

Silver Star, a Legion of Merit, nine awards of the 

Distinguished Flying Cross, two Bronze Star Medals, two 

Purple Hearts and 11 awards of the Air Medal.
Jim Kasler is greeted by his family upon his return from Hanoi 

in 1973.

On the list of most military decorations, Kasler ranks 10th of all time among all services.   Luminaries such as 

MacArthur and Rickenbacker are ahead of him.  But he has more decorations than Audie Murphy, Chesty Puller, 

Creighton Abrams, Robin Olds, Richard Bong and many others.   

So as I thought about Viv Lock’s offer to talk to his local friends, the answer was, “Whoa…   YES, I want to talk 

with Kasler.”   
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Lt John Neville, co-pilot, is top row, second from left. 

B-29 Lucky Irish that was piloted by Capt. William Kelley

Lt. John Neville 

Neville was just as easy to find on the internet.  He was 

co-pilot of the B-29 Lucky Irish..   

When the war broke out John Neville quit college and 

took the flight tests for both the Air Corps and Navy.   

His girlfriend suggested she liked the Air Corps song 

better so he joined the Army.   Annebelle later became 

his wife.   Neville achieved a dual rating as both a pilot 

and flight engineer on the B-29.   In November of 1944 

he and the crew of Aircraft Commander Capt. William 

Kelley (hence the Lucky Irish) set out for Saipan as 

members of the 73rd Bombardment Group.   

The luck of the Irish was definitely with them.   For 29 

missions the Lucky Irish and her crew returned home 

safe each time with never a scratch.   Then just before 

the 30th mission, Kelley finished his tour.  Neville 

stepped up as Aircraft Commander for their last mission.   

This time, the plane was severely damaged over Tokyo.   

Neville and the crew crash landed on Iwo Jima and the 

Lucky Irish was no more.   The good news…all crew 

members were safe.   They had done it.   

By completing this mission, the crew became the first B-

29 crew to complete 30 missions in the Pacific.   Back in 

Europe there was a 25 mission limit.   The press made a 

big deal of Major Robert Morgan’s B-17 Memphis Belle 

as the first to complete 25 in Europe (but actually the B-

17 Hell’s Angels completed 25 a week before the Belle.)    

As the war drew on, the limit was raised to 30 and the 

Lucky Irish and her crew were first.  

Little known is that Memphis Belle pilot Morgan transferred to 

the Pacific and commanded B-29’s.   As an experienced pilot 

and leader, he led the first raid over Tokyo in a B-29 named 

Dauntless Dotty.

Major Robert Morgan and the crew of Dauntless Dotty
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By virtue of their accomplishment, the crew of the Lucky Irish was selected to go home and conduct a War Bond 

Tour.   Kelley and his team loaded up and headed east.   But since the Lucky Irish was destroyed, they were given a 

special plane to use for transport home and for the tour…the Dauntless Dotty.   

Kelley and crew arrived at Kwajalein about midnight on June 6, 1945 on their return trip.  Neville relates that the 

rules said they were to stay and rest.  But Kelley’s wife had delivered a new baby girl the day before.  All these 

young boys were restless to get home.  So about 2:00 am, the Dotty rolled down the runway and lifted into the 

blackness of the Pacific night.   

Neville picks up the story from there.   “The first indication 

we had of trouble came when I heard the prop tips starting 

to hit the water.”   Kwajalein’s runway ends at the beach.  

The ocean is just feet away.   Apparently in the black of 

night, the plane drifted downward and the crew did not 

detect and correct.   

Neville goes on to say, “the plane bogged down and 

slammed into the water.   I was thrown through the 

windscreen and ended up in about 40 feet of water.   I 

thought I was dead, but was able to float to the surface.”   

Eight of the crew members and two passengers were killed 

instantly.   The tail gunner, Glenn Gregory, and right 

gunner Charles McMurray escaped injury.   Neville was 

critically injured.  It took him more than a year to recover.   

The runway at Kwajalein

The tragedy is compounded.   Not only did Capt. Kelley not survive to see his new daughter, a passenger on board 

who was killed was traveling home.  The reason…  he was the last surviving son.    His brothers had been killed in 

other theaters.   At the time, the War Department pulled the last surviving son from the war (see Saving Private Ryan 

movie starring Tom Hanks.  The story centers on Hank’s character finding and saving Private Ryan as a last 

surviving son.)

The Interview

Now armed with this info and research, David and I were very excited to meet and interview these two heroes.   

They didn’t disappoint.   They both told their stories in detail and with emotion.   The video link below was 

produced five years ago.   Please note the detached coolness of Col. Kasler and then contrast that with the emotion 

filled Neville as he talks about his memories of his fallen comrades.  

Yes, they are both heroes.  Kasler the superhuman… capable of incredible things, including taking the torture dealt 

by the enemy.   Neville the regular guy…   able to answer the call when the chips are down.  

So yes, Viv, I want to meet your friends.  And 

I’m so sorry I didn’t get to meet you.   

Neville was living in a nursing home at the 

time of our interview.  He died about a year 

later.  Kasler passed just last year.   On a 

recent trip to Illinois, I passed the high school 

in Momence, IL.   Standing outside is a 

memorial and sculpture.   I turned the car 

around and came back.  There standing in 

bronze is Jim Kasler.  

The Kasler Memorial in Momence, IL.
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Please take a moment to honor their memory by watching the video.   

Col. James Kasler, USAF, (retired) along with Lt. John Neville, USAAF, (retired) 

during their video interview.  

See the interview at the link below:

https://vimeo.com/16748536

Postscript

Brig. Gen. Jack Kotter, USA (retired) offered a final memory of Kasler at his funeral, which he says he cannot 

forget.   "I talked to him often, and we played golf together," he said. "But I learned something from a documentary 

where he was interviewed about his time in B-29s.”   (the video David and I shot)    "The interviewer asked him if 

he was scared of anything, and he said no. But then he thought about it and admitted that he was afraid of one thing: 

Heights. He said he went up the Eiffel Tower and couldn't walk out to the railing.   Imagine the courage of a man 

afraid of heights, as a fighter pilot," Kotter said.

FIFI at Oshkosh 2016     

Photo by Gerald Oliver

https://vimeo.com/16748536
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Editor’s Corner

You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

The flyer WANTS YOU!

Seeing Lil

on my 

vacation

On my last day of vacation in CA, we went to a new art exhibit in 

Paso Robles, CA.  On display were large acrylic pieces by artist, 

Robert St. Vincent.  I loved Robert’s huge paintings and subject 

matter.  He painted warbirds at air shows – how cool!  So what do I 

see?  Diamond Lil on a bombing run surely inspired by Oshkosh.  Is 

that FIFI in the center or a silver B-17?  I left a message for the Mr. 

St. Vincent and hope to hear back.

Mom checking out the art

Definitely Lil.

FIFI?

mailto:konartist@verizon.net


29

B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

