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B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Rick (FEs)                 

Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Rick (FEs)                 

Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

Squadron Officers:
Squadron Leader Jonathan Oliver 312-925-6184

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant/Membership Coordinator Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Maintenance Officer Phil Pedron 940-453-5324

Safety Officer Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Education Officer Konley Kelley 214-995-5184

Squadron Staff:
Administrative and Marketing Assistant Jenna Madison 972-387-2924

Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

B-24 Team:

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Konley Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jonathan Oliver 312-925-6184

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory
Position

Its FUN  to Volunteer

www.CAFB29B24.org www.AirPowerTour.org

Email

See below for e-mail addresses

See below for e-mail addresses

aphtwarbirds@gmail.com 

tomtravis@aol.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

pedacft@centurylink.net, 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

albenzing@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

gerald.oliver@yahoo.com

konartist@verizon.net

jenna@cafhq.org

evue@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

f14_ad@yahoo.com

rabroker@hotmail.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

albenzing@gmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

rgarvis@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

wk.goeken@verizon.net

konartist@verizon.net 

pixiee@sbcglobal.net 

diverock@hotmail.com 

alma@b29b24px.org

rabroker@hotmail.com

aphtwarbirds@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory

Its FUN  to Volunteer

www.AirPowerTour.org
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*Schedule subject to change

Check www.airpowertour.org

JUST ANNOUNCED

Reading, PA

June 7-9, 2019

Cincinnati, OH

July 10-14, 2019

Janesville, WI

July 19-21, 2019

Oshkosh, WI

2019 EAA AirVenture

July 23-26, 2019

2019 Tour Preview

Just wanted to say thank you!

I very much enjoyed my flight with two other friends on 

the C-45 at Westover Metro in Chicopee, MA. It was a 

perfect and professional experience.

I took many photos from the aircraft and am including 

a link here to them from my photo website; 

https://www.willowhillphotography.com/Aerial-

Photos/Chicopee-MA-1946-C-45-Expiditor-June-21-

2018/

Feel free to use or share them with a photocredit 

...thanks again,

-Bob Gerard

Madison CT

I need to post more of these when they come my way 

– the Editor

Testimonial -

http://www.airpowertour.org/
https://www.willowhillphotography.com/Aerial-Photos/Chicopee-MA-1946-C-45-Expiditor-June-21-2018/
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Squadron Report

Jonathan Oliver

Squadron Leader

This past Saturday, the Squadron held our annual meeting and presented 

awards to many deserving volunteers.  As you know, Neils has been the 

Squadron leader for eight years and felt he would step down to focus his 

time on fundraising for CAF Headquarters and take a break from his 

leadership responsibilities.  After the election on Saturday, Neils offered 

his resignation effective immediately so we could begin planning and 

working toward our activities for 2019, which is why I'm appearing in the 

newsletter prior to January of next year. 

Neils leadership, however, extends well beyond the past eight years.  

Neils has been a steady helping hand for the Squadron, no matter what 

officer role or leadership position he has held.  He has been there no 

matter what obstacle was thrown in the path of progress for the Squadron. 

As our leader, he has generously offered advice, direction and financial 

support of which most of us will never know about.  

How do we even say thank you to that kind of commitment and dedication?  Perhaps by expanding our narrative 

about how it's still possible we are flying both of these 4-engine bombers today.  Yes, there is an A on the tail of 

FIFI and, of course, even her name is due to the huge efforts of Vic Agather.  But, that was a long time ago.  

Without Neils Agather's commitment the last 30 years, neither of these bombers would be flying today.  

Thank you Neils for your dedicated support for not just the last eight years but the past 30 years.  I'll do my best to 

continue leading the team. 
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Executive Officer

Report

Tom Travis

Executive Officer

It has been a distinct honor and privilege to serve as your Executive 

Officer. The nominating committee has selected an outstanding slate of 

candidates all of whom I wholeheartedly support and I look forward to 

working with them to make a smooth transition.

See you down the road.

Tom Travis and Debbie Travis King

Tom giving a passenger briefing

Photo by Raymond Jeffcoat
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Flight Operations

Report

Archie Taylor

B-29/B-24 Operations Officer

The Fall 2018 Tour is winding down with Diamond Lil, Bucket of 

Bolts, and the T-6 up in cold Conway Arkansas for Veterans Day. 

Wow, what a great year thanks to all of you. Thinking back to the 

start of the year after ground school we headed east then north up to 

Reading, Pennsylvania with the B-29 and entourage. From there we 

headed up to New York then Nashua. The B-29 headed further north 

to Canada with everyone else headed to Oshkosh. The Squadron 

rejoined in the middle of the country and worked their way back to 

Fort Worth prior to New Orleans and then the Big CAF Airshow at 

Dallas Executive. 

What a very, very successful and safe year thanks to Maintenance, 

all the volunteers, communications with the press, scanners, flight 

engineers, crew chiefs and pilots. A special thanks to Rocky for 

always being there for us.

I had the opportunity to fly the Bucket of Bolts, Diamond Lil and FIFI all this week. FIFI is in the paint shop in 

Longview TX. I am in Conway with Diamond Lil and the crew. I did some training on the Bucket of Bolts last 

Sunday. Its Amazing to me that these airplanes operate like airliners all year long. It takes a lot of coordination time 

and effort by many to make this happen. Once again thanks for what you do.

In the very near term more changes are happening. We will elect new Unit Leader, Financial Officer and Executive 

Officer. During the Squadron meeting on November 17 these activities will be voted on. This will set us up for 2019 

and beyond. Join the fun at the Squadron meeting and Chili cook off.

There is a lot of communication and coordinating going on with the press, VIP riders, additional training, tour stops, 

Kon articles, headquarters, and occasionally adjustments to the schedule. It’s amazing to me how all of these teams 

do all that we do each week with successful outcomes and no drama. It’s an outstanding group of people focused on 

educating the young and honoring past and current veterans. Thanks for all you do! 

As we get closer to bringing the B-24 online, I will get some info out on training activities and potential tour stop 

information as it becomes available.

FIFI in New Orleans Photo by Kevin Hong
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Maintenance 

Report

Phil Pedron

B-29/B-24 Squadron Maintenance Officer

FIFI finished the 2018 tour season at Wings Over Dallas completing nine 

flights in three days, including four sold out ride flights. What a fabulous 

finish to a stellar season performed by FIFI and our amazing crews.

On Tuesday November 6th FIFI was delivered to Aerosmith Aviation in 

Longview Texas for her well deserved paint job. Rick, Ben and a group of 

volunteers traveled to Longview and in short order accomplished removal 

of wingtips, control surfaces, landing gear doors and bomb bay doors in 

preparation for the shop to take over.

FIFI will be completely stripped, corrosion and sheet metal issues will be 

addressed, all fuselage sealant will be removed and restored, a fresh finish

of polyurethane bright aluminum paint will be applied and finished off by restoration of FIFI’s iconic markings 

duplicated by Scheme Designs and applied by Aerosmith.

Barring unforeseen issues Aerosmith has committed to completion in seven weeks.  Once completed it will take our 

crew about a week to prep FIFI for return to Fort Worth for her routine winter maintenance regimen.

While FIFI is in the paint shop we will be building up our spare engine including installation of one of our two new 

exhaust systems purchased this year. The other will be installed on number one engine, completing exhaust upgrade 

on all four engines.

We are also negotiating for avionics upgrades. Garmin has expressed interest in assisting. Hopefully, we will have 

details soon.

Diamond Lil made her proud debut at Wings Over Dallas 

performing flawlessly after receiving three new engines, 

installation of pre-oiler systems, oil filters, new batteries, 

completely repainted interior, refurbished flight engineers 

panels and a list too long to mention of restorations and 

improvements. Most frustrating and tedious of all work 

accomplished was complete resealing of Lil’s fuel tanks, 

accomplished almost entirely by Crew Chief Rick.

Congratulations to Rick Garvis, Ben Powers, and the many 

volunteers that make it possible for us to share these 

magnificent flying museums. Without your professionalism 

and dedication this would not be possible.

Lil at WOD 2018 Photo by Ethan Jones
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gets a fresh coat of paint 

Sent: Thu, Nov 22, 2018 12:43 am

Subject: FIFI Progress

Neils and I visited Aerosmith this morning to check on FIFI. We are pleased to report 

they are making remarkable progress. There is no question FIFI is in good hands. They 

have already painted many panels, gear doors etc. and the color and application look 

tremendous. They are targeting a completion date of December 13.  - Phil
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Training & Safety 

Report

Always remember:  “IF THE JOB IS DONE RIGHT, IT IS SAFE”

Steve Rabroker

Safety Officer

Closing the books on another tour season, I am happy to report it as a 

“WINNER”.  Not just number wise, but safety wise as well.  As the 

Squadron Safety/Training Officer, a large part of my responsibility is 

to ensure that we have trained and qualified scanners and back-end 

crew for FIFI, and next tour season for Diamond Lil.  

This year we signed off 11 new scanners for FIFI and 1 for Lil.  I 

know we had many more than this participate in B-29 Ground School, 

but unfortunately, the reality of it is, unless you are in a position to 

devote at least a week or more to touring, it is a challenge to get 

qualified.  I’m not saying this to discourage anyone from attending 

Ground School.  In fact, I would like to see an increase in attendees, 

because that would let more folks experience what is involved in 

flying and touring with our aircraft.  

In the coming months, we will be announcing dates and information for B-24 Ground School and B-29 Ground 

School.  These will be held on separate dates so watch your email for the details.  If you have anything you would 

like to share with me regarding safety issues or training, I would welcome your input.  Now is the time before we 

make final adjustments to our training manuals.

If you have any questions about touring or anything else I can help you with, please email me at:  

rabroker@hotmail.com
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Education Report

Konley Kelley

Education Officer

Here’s to some ingenuity in the ranks!

Our Px Co-Captain, Rocky Smith, came up with an idea to improve the 

rider experience before boarding FIFI or Diamond Lil. Rocky explains 

the concept below.

“I just call it "The Briefing Hut". Some of the ride desk crew were 

lamenting how hard it is to keep the riders all together before a flight, 

and I am always looking for ways to enhance the visitors’ experience. 

Properly used, I feel it can not only add to the experience but also 

take some of the mystery out of what we do (flying) as well as give 

them a sense of what a mission was like. You didn't just jump in a 

plane and take off.”   - Rocky Smith

Kudos to Rocky for thinking this up and executing his idea.  It has already been tested with riders at Wings Over 

Dallas.  While we don’t know the success of their mission bombing a cement factory in Waxahachie, Texas, we do 

hope they had fun and now have a much better idea of the complexities of planning a mission and the photo 

reconnaissance resources so important to the flight crews.
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Make sure Squadron Px is on Santa’s list
Check in with Px Captains, Alma and Rocky Smith for your 

holiday gift buying needs.

Whether we are on tour or home, we can fill your 

order. Short or long sleeve uniform shirts, performance 

polos, quarter zip fleece, as well as hats and tshirts (as found 

on www.B29B24PX.org). We will even do name drops on 

the shirts. Email alma@b29b24px.org with size, quantity, 

your phone and email information.

If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at rabroker@hotmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

Membership Info

Member News

October/November 2018

The Squadron welcomes new 

members in October/November 2018:
Daniel Nolen, Keller, TX

Shawn Mercer, Solon, IA

Santiago Giraldo, Grand Prairie, TX

Matthew Herum, Fort Worth, TX

Alex Beckett, Fort Worth, TX

James Page, Kilgore, TX

Jeremy Lashbrook, Cabot, AR

Reminders:
No Squadron Meeting in December

B-29/B-24 Squadron Dues run on a calendar year.  

Our Membership Drive will begin January 2019.  

Everyone that has paid by January 19th will have a 

chance at the drawing for a new Squadron shirt –

embroidered by our famous Alma & Rocky Smith –

Px Co-Captains. 

If you have any questions or anything I can help you 

with to get involved, please let me know.  - Toni 

Congratulations 

Squadron member 

and Col. Stu Watkins 

for making three 

jumps with the Liberty 

Jump Team at Wings 

Over Dallas. It was 

awesome to watch!

Congratulations to 

the son of 

Squadron member, 

Joe Reavis.  Brady 

Reavis is a new 

First Officer at 

SkyWest Airlines.

Rick Garvis

B-29 Mx 

972-380-8800

rgarvis@cafhq.org

Steve Rabroker

B-24 Mx 

469-387-6439

Rabroker@hotmail.com

W I N T E R   M A I N T E N A N C E 

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:alma@b29b24px.org
mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
mailto:rgarvis@cafhq.org
mailto:Rabroker@Hotmail.com
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In Memory

My friend Ken Kovar
1965-2018

By Konley Kelley

I’ve made a lot of friends in the CAF.  It has been one of the most 

rewarding experiences of my life.  In 2011, I met Ken Kovar.  We were 

both lucky to fly on FIFI for the first time on July 4, 2011.  It was just a 

quick trip from Meacham to Addison but…WOW…FIFI.   I was in back 

being trained by the late, great Jim Neill whom many of us miss dearly.  

Ken was in the cockpit.   Just a few short months later, we were assigned 

the same room at AirSho in Midland.  We bonded over military history 

and a hobby we both enjoyed, scale modeling.  

Ken and I saw more and more of each other.  We 

found time to do lunch, catch a movie, go hobby 

shopping, watch an air show, etc.  Ken was also in the 

CAF DFW Wing so I met-up with him in Lancaster 

and hung out at the hangar, often with our friend, 

WWII B-24 air gunner, Robert Phillips.  As I found 

my niche in the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron doing 

graphics and putting together displays for shows and 

educational activities, Ken was right there alongside 

me helping out.  His modeling skills were 

tremendous…put mine to shame.  He has a lot of 

contest medals to show for his work.

In the last few years, we’ve been close friends.  We checked 

in with each other every few days and linked up a lot. I 

encouraged him to do a job training program at my campus.  

He finished it and was well liked by his teachers, fellow 

students and many of my co-workers who got to know him.  

Ken, Lisa “Rosie the Riveter” Foster, Natasha Sanders 

and I took a road trip to NOLA for the annual show in 

2015.  Ken, thoughtful as always, had gifts for us 

(music CD’s, magazines and – for me – a glow-in-the-

dark skeleton shirt to match his *it was a week before 

Halloween).   The trip was so much fun.

Ken at Cavanaugh Flight Museum.

Taking classes at Richland College

NOLA 2015
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If you know me, I am kinda a 

show-boat.  I probably talk too 

much and have a need to be 

noticed.  Ken was never like 

that.  He created some 

impressive model displays for 

airshows in Lancaster and 

Dallas – then he’d take a 

backseat and watch people 

enjoy what he prepared.  He 

wanted no recognition – just 

the joy in making others happy.   

He’d show up anytime I asked 

him for help.  I told Keith 

Barrett at the DFW Wing that 

he was “my rock.”  Speaking of 

the DFW Wing, he was a 

reliable volunteer there 

cleaning the hangar, caring for 

the aircraft and running the Px 

at shows.  He loved the DFW 

Wing aircraft and warbirds 

period.  I don’t think I ever saw 

him wear the same airshow or 

warbird T-shirt twice.

About a week before Christmas last year, I 

met Ken at the DFW Wing – something I 

have done as a holiday tradition for a few 

years.  The late Raymond Jeffcoat joined us 

and Ken had – of course – gifts for both of us.  

He met me on my birthday this year at the 

DFW Wing to help me set-up the carrier for 

Warbirds on Parade.  We had lunch and – he 

had a gift for me.  

We had plans to go the Terrell air show in late 

September.   Ken passed away on or around 

September 20.  We don’t know exactly what 

happened.  I was on a business trip and sensed 

something was wrong when I called and 

didn’t hear back from him.  He lived by 

himself and was not close to his siblings.

At Wings Over Dallas, several of us met after Saturday’s show to share memories of Ken.  We enjoyed some laughs 

and shed a few tears remembering our friend.  I still can’t believe he is gone and keep thinking the phone will ring 

and it will be him.   Ken wasn’t just a good friend, he was a great friend.  I miss him daily.  I especially felt his loss at

Wings Over Dallas.  I am sad to be without my friend and wingman.  

Godspeed Ken.  You have the best view of the show now.  I know I’ll see you again one day.

Ken’s model display at WOD 2017

Ken working the Px at the DFW Wing Ken with the carrier at WingStaff

Raymond Jeffcoat, Konley Kelley and Ken Kovar, December, 2017



16



17

Special Feature

Major Joe Foss, USMC

Medal of Honor Recipient
By Konley Kelley

Past issues of The Flyer have included articles on Medal of Honor recipients.  The most recent issue included 

a piece on five MOH-recipients from the Ploesti Raid.  Other issues have included short histories of 

recipients including Henry “Red” Erwin, Horace Carswell, Richard Bong and Gregory “Pappy” Boyington.   

Since the first award was presented in 1863, a number of the soldiers in this esteemed group have received it 

posthumously.  Others went on to have full lives.  Possibly no other recipient had a more full and colorful 

post-war life than Joe Foss.  

I selected Foss for this issue because I 

included a poster for the Roy Grinnell 

art exhibit at Frontiers of Flight open 

now until the end of 2018 (don’t miss 

it).  Roy painted Joe Foss in the cockpit 

of a Wildcat and, interestingly, told Roy 

to remove the gunsight (Foss got really 

close to his target in combat).  I also 

wanted to add a wheels-down Wildcat to 

my scale model collection.  I picked 

Foss’ “Black 53,” in which he shot down 

six enemy aircraft in two days in the 

skies over Guadalcanal in October, 

1942.  I also found a 1:48 figure that 

looked like him and painted it – even 

adding his trademark cigar.  

Foss was born in 1915 and lived in Sioux 

Falls, South Dakota in a rural farmhouse 

with no electricity.  When he was 12, he 

visited a nearby airfield to see Charles 

Lindberg on tour with the Spirit of St. 

Louis.  At age 16, he and his father paid 

$1.50 each to take their first airplane ride 

in a Ford Trimotor.  Not long after that, his 

father was killed in a freak accident and 

Foss’ family struggled to work the farm 

during the height of the Great Depression.

When Foss’ younger brother, Cliff, became capable of managing the farm, Foss went back to finish high school and 

complete college in 1939.  While attending school, he worked at a service station using his income to pay for his 

tuition, books and flying lessons.  He took advantage of a flight training program at the college and, upon graduation, 

had 100 flight hours.  He was also on the boxing team, track team and played guard on the football team.

With his college degree and pilot certificate in hand, he enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserves in 1940 and joined the 

Naval Aviation Cadet program.  After graduating from the program at Naval Air Station, Pensacola, he was

“A Proud American” artwork by Roy Grinnell

1:48 Wildcat and Joe Foss figure by Konley Kelley

Capt. Joe Foss
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commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant and became an instructor.  Now 26 years old, he was considered too old to be a 

fighter pilot and was transferred to the Marine Photographic Squadron VMO-1 based in San Diego.  Despite this 

view on his age, Foss made repeated requests for fighter training and checked out in Grumman F4F Wildcats.  

Having logged over 150 hours in Wildcats from June-July, 1942, he was transferred to Marine Fighting Squadron 

VMF-112 as the XO.

In October, 1942, VMF-121 pilots were sent to Guadalcanal 

to relieve VMF-223.  On October 9, Foss and his unit 

catapulted off the USS Copahee and flew 350 miles to 

Guadalcanal.  The air group at Henderson Field was code-

named “Cactus” and became known as the Cactus Air Force.  

In the months ahead, these pilots would play a pivotal role 

in the battle for Guadalcanal.  

On his first mission on October 13, Foss shot down a Zero.  

His Wildcat was shot up in the engagement and, with three 

Zeros on his tail, he landed at full speed with no flaps and a 

dead engine, narrowly missing a grove of palm trees.  12 

days later, his score was at 14.  On October 25, he was the 

Marine Corps first “Ace in a day” shooting down five 

enemy aircraft in a morning and afternoon mission.

A logo designed for VMF-115 by Disney 

Studios.  The cigar pays tribute to unit 

leader Joe Foss.

Foss had a reputation for close-in combat and exceptional gunnery skills.  As lead pilot for an eight plane flight, 

fellow pilots in “Foss’ Flying  Circus” also achieved results.  

Despite rugged living conditions and the stress of combat, Foss kept a positive attitude.  Enemy soldiers roamed the 

island and VMF-121 pilots went on combat patrols until this was ended by command recognizing their value to 

combat operations.

On November 7, Foss claimed three enemy aircraft but was shot down and forced to ditch in the ocean, narrowly 

escaping his sinking Wildcat.  After surviving several hours in shark-infested waters, he was rescued by natives of 

the island of Malatia and later recovered by a PBY.

In December, 1942, Foss contracted Malaria and 

was sent to Sydney, Australia to recover.  He 

returned to Guadalcanal on January 1, 1943.  He 

was back in combat on January 15 shooting 

down three more enemy aircraft to bring his total 

to 26.  

Japanese aerial aggression over Guadalcanal had 

waned and Foss flew his last mission in the 

Cactus Air Force on February 9.  In three months 

of sustained combat Foss’ Flying Circus shot 

down 72 Japanese aircraft. Foss himself shot 

down 26 and damaged many more.

Foss had become the first American WWII ace to match WWI ace Eddie Rickenbacker’s score of 26 aerial 

victories.  He was sent stateside to give speeches, tour factories and support war bond efforts.  In May, 

1943 he was presented the Congressional Medal of Honor for heroism above and beyond the call of duty. 

Aircraft worker Flora May Foss and 

her brother, Marine Joe Foss at Vega 

Aircraft Corp in Burbank, CA.
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JOSEPH JACOB FOSS 

Rank and organization: Captain, U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, Marine 

Fighting Squadron 121, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. Place and date: 

Over Guadalcanal, 9 October to 19 November 1942, 15 and 23 

January 1943. Entered service at: South Dakota. Born: 17 April 1915, 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

For outstanding heroism and courage above and beyond the call of 

duty as executive officer of Marine Fighting Squadron 121, 1st 

Marine Aircraft Wing, at Guadalcanal. Engaging in almost daily 

combat with the enemy from 9 October to 19 November 1942, Captain 

Foss personally shot down 23 Japanese planes and damaged others 

so severely that their destruction was extremely probable. In addition, 

during this period, he successfully led a large number of escort 

missions, skillfully covering reconnaissance, bombing, and 

photographic planes as well as surface craft. On 15 January 1943, he 

added 3 more enemy planes to his already brilliant successes for a 

record of aerial combat achievement unsurpassed in this war. Boldly 

searching out an approaching enemy force on 25 January, Captain 

Foss led his 8 F-4F Marine planes and 4 Army P-38's into action and, 

undaunted by tremendously superior numbers, intercepted and struck 

with such force that 4 Japanese fighters were shot down and the 

bombers were turned back without releasing a single bomb. His 

remarkable flying skill, inspiring leadership, and indomitable fighting 

spirit were distinctive factors in the defense of strategic American 

positions on Guadalcanal. 

While his wife and 

mother look on, 

Foss receives the 

MOH from FDR.

Cover of Life 

Magazine.

June 7, 1943, 

described as 

''America's No. 1 

Ace.''

Foss was promoted to Major and in February 1944 given command of VMF-115 

flying the F4U Corsair in the South Pacific.  He befriended fellow Marine Ace, 

Marion Carl and met his boyhood hero, Charles Lindberg, on tour as an aviation 

consultant.  In eight months of operational flying, Foss had no opportunities to add 

to his wartime score.  He contracted malaria again and was sent to a hospital in 

Klamath Falls, OR to recuperate.  In February, 1945 he became operations and 

training officer at Marine Corps Air Station Santa Barbara, CA.

In August, 1945, Foss was released to inactive duty and opened a charter flying 

service in Sioux Falls.  He also co-owned a car dealership.

In 1946, Foss was appointed Lt. Col. in the South Dakota Air National Guard 

commanding the 175th Fighter-Interceptor Squadron.  He flew the F-51 Mustang 

and performed with the air demonstration team.  During the Korean War he was 

called to active duty serving as Director of Operations for Central Air Force 

Command.  He went on to achieve the rank of Brigadier General.

Foss served two elected terms as a Republican 

representative in the South Dakota Legislature.   

In 1955 he ran and became the Governor of 

South Dakota.  At age 39, he was the youngest 

governor elected in the state’s history.  He 

completed two terms then ran for the US House 

of Representatives losing to another well-known 

WWII veteran and pilot, George McGovern.

Foss and Lindberg

Brigadier General in the South 

Dakota Air National Guard

Joe Foss’ Medal of Honor citation states: 
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In 1959, Foss became the first commissioner of the new American Football 

League.  As commissioner, he oversaw the early years of modern professional 

football including expansion of the league and cutting lucrative deals with the 

major television networks.  He stepped aside as commission just prior to the 

merger of the AFL and NFL and first Superbowl.  

A lifelong hunter and outdoorsman, Foss hosted The American Sportsman on 

ABC from 1964-67.  He also hosted and produced his own syndicated series, 

The Outdoorsman, Joe Foss from 1967-74.  Foss turned down a movie project 

about his life because the studio insisted on a fictional love interest.

From 1972-78, he served as director of public affairs for KLM Royal Dutch 

Airlines

In 1988, Foss was elected President of the National Rifle Association and served 

two terms.  He appeared on the cover of Time Magazine in January, 1990 

wearing his trademark Stetson hat and holding a revolver.  

A father of a daughter with cerebral palsy, he served as President for the 

National Society of Crippled Children and Adults.  A born-again Christian, he 

also supported Easter Seals and Campus Crusade for Christ. 

In 1984, Foss was inducted into the National Aviation Hall of Fame.  He was 

president and board chairman of the Air Force Association and Director of the 

USAF Academy.  In 2000, he consulted on the popular video game, Combat 

Flight Simulator 2.

Foss and his second wife, Didi, formed the Joe Foss Institute in 2001.  The 

institute works with veterans and educators to inspire young people to become 

informed and engaged citizens through history, civics and scholarship programs.  

Since its founding, the Institute has served nearly 1.5 million students.

Joe Foss passed away January 1, 2003 in Scottsdale, AZ.  He was interred at 

Arlington National Cemetery on January 22, 2003.  Vice-President, Dick 

Cheney, retired Colonel Oliver North and South Dakota native and NBC news 

anchor, Tom Brokaw, were among the attendees.  As of May, 2006, Foss is one 

of 367 Congressional Medal of Honor recipients buried in Arlington.  

Joe Foss’ story has been chronicled in several books:  A Proud American: The 

Autobiography of Joe Foss (1992); Joe Foss, Flying Marine, the Story of his 

Flying Circus (1943); Top Guns (1991); The Outdoorsman (1968).  It is a safe 

bet he has appeared, or his story is told, in countless documentaries and I hope to 

see him featured in the new Medal of Honor series on Netflix.

Foss at AFL offices

Foss on cover of Time Magazine, 1990

Journalist and author Tom Brokaw shared a unique friendship with Joe Foss. At age 17, 

Brokaw, a high school student in South Dakota, accompanied then Governor, Joe Foss, to 

New York City for a joint appearance on the television game show Two for the Money.  

Brokaw would go on to feature Foss prominently in the book The Greatest Generation.  In 

Brokaw’s book, he was asked if he missed his youth, Foss said, “Oh no. I’m not a guy who 

missed anything from anywhere. I’ve always been a guy who just gets up and goes.”  That 

seems to perfectly sum up the extraordinary life of Joe Foss.

Cover 

illustrated 

by Roy 

Grinnell
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“Number 20 for Joe” Artwork by Roy Grinnell

Col. Ward Boyce,

Director of the American 

Fighter Aces Association.

General Joe Foss.

Roy Grinnell

For more of Roy Grinnell’s artwork see:

www.roygrinnell.com

and see the Roy Grinnell aviation art 

exhibit at Frontiers of Flight Museum at 

Love Field in Dallas, now until 12/31/18.

General Foss 

signed Roy’s 

painting

“Uncommon Valor” 

at a Medal of Honor 

ceremony

http://www.roygrinnell.com/
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Photo Album

Lil’s first road trip

Conway, TX
November 9-11, 2018

Photos by B-24 pilot/AC, Al Benzing, crew members and the public of Lil’s first road trip out of town in 2 years. 

Congrats to Doc Calley, Lil’s newest qualified Scanner!

If you bring Lil, they will come.
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They called him “Ammo Man.”  In early 1942, 17-year old 

Private Glenn Frazier was part of a convoy making trips at night 

with arms and ammunition to defensive positions across Bataan.  

Frazier was from the small town of Fort Deposit, Alabama where 

he had impulsively gone to an Army recruiting station and lied 

about his age to join up.  It wasn’t until several months later in 

late 1941, when he wrote his parents to tell them where he 

was…the Philippines.

Frazier and the 

detachment of American 

and Filipino troops in the 

Philippines were besieged 

by Japanese naval, air and 

armed forces.  Their 

ammunition convoy was 

in constant danger of 

attack from enemy aircraft

and snipers, so Frazier and fellow soldiers devised offensive 

and defensive strategies to reduce the threat.  

At the Battle of the Points, Frazier engineered a plan to drop 

fragmentation bombs from a bluff onto the Japanese 

beachhead.  Frazier’s team used “chutes” to slide the bombs 

downward.  Truckloads of bombs devastated the unknowing 

Japanese forces.  Some Japanese scaled the bluff and Frazier
Bataan Peninsula

Frazier played tackle on his HS football team.

His size and physical strength probably saved      

his life many times during his years as a POW.

and others engaged in close-range and hand-to-hand combat.  For his actions, Frazier was awarded 

the Medal of Freedom.  The battle also helped thwart Japanese military plans to invade Australia.

As the situation became desperate for the Allied forces, Frazier and his friend, Gerald Block, came 

upon an abandoned boat which they prepped and hid in a remote area.  When General King 

surrendered the troops in Bataan on April 9, 1942, they put their escape plan into action.  Trying to 

reach the boat, they were captured.  Thanks to quick thinking by Frazier, Block narrowly escaped 

standing orders by the Japanese to execute any prisoners found with firearms.  Frazier and Block 

were soon to become part of the infamous Bataan Death March.

Special Feature

Remembering Col. Glenn Frazier
By Konley Kelley

Editor’s Note:  Col. Frazier passed away on September 15, 2018 at 94 years old.  What follows is a 

story in The Flyer that appeared in May, 2014 after I was introduced to Col. Frazier by Squadron 

members he met at a tour stop in Pensacola, FL.  Thank you for your service Col. God bless.
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Col. Frazier told me he witnessed countless atrocities and horrors during the march.  Men who fell 

were bayoneted or beheaded.  Any act of defiance resulted in swift death.  Each Japanese soldier 

had the authority to kill an American at will.  Filipino villagers who tried to give food or water to 

the marchers were mercilessly killed.  Col. Frazier said you had to “accept the situation regardless 

of how you felt about it.  The only way to survive was to control your temper and take it.”  

Approximately 3,000 American soldiers and an estimated 10,000 Filipino soldiers did not survive 

the 90 mile march.  15,000 Americans were imprisoned by the Japanese.  Only 4,000 came home.

Frazier and Block made it to Camp O’Donnell.  There Frazier was separated from Block.  He saw 

his friend one more time across the prison yard.  Frazier’s friend Gerald Block was one of the 

strongest and bravest men he knew.  Block would later die a hero on the Hell Ship Arizan Maru.  

Frazier said he owes his life to him.

By August, 1942, six-foot tall Frazier was 135 lbs.  The suffering at prison camps in Manila was 

soon to end.  The next destination was Osaka #1 POW Camp in Japan.  The guards were no less 

brutal.  Beatings continued.  Starvation and disease were rampant.  The POWs came up with 

nicknames for the guards including “Mr. Ugly,” Sir Baloney Bird” and “The Emperor.”  They did 

what they could to sabotage the construction projects they were assigned – often in ingenious 

ways.   The men also would practice faking seizures.  Japanese guards, fearing something 

contagious, would keep their distance and pull POWs off work detail.  

Hopelessness was perhaps the greatest enemy.  Soldiers dreamed up futile escape plans or talked 

of grabbing a guard’s gun in a desperate act of rebellion.  Frazier’s will to live sustained him and 

he helped other prisoners fight these urges.  Many families of POWs he has reunited with after the 

war credit him for saving their husband, father or grandfather’s life.   

Frazier photographed during the Bataan Death March.  Behind him draped in a towel

is his friend, Gerald Block.

The route of the Death March.  It started at 

Mariveles on the southern tip of Bataan and went 

north and east to San Fernando.  At San Fernando, 

the POWs were loaded into boxcars and taken to 

Camp O’ Donnell.
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In 1945, Frazier and roughly 300 POWs were in a 

prison camp near Kobe.  For many months, the 

steady drum of B-29 engines and bombings had 

given the men hope.  They were certain America was 

winning the war despite the fate that could befall 

them at anytime.  Frazier recalls thinking, “Come on 

B-29s!  Drop one of those big bombs on these Japs 

and kill them all!  I would be proud to die by our 

bombs instead of their bullets.”

One day word came of a bomb dropped by a B-29 

that had “tore up a whole Japanese city.”  The guards 

at the camp responded by ordering the POWs to a

rice field to dig their graves.  They were given two days to complete the task.  Frustrated with their 

progress, on the third day the Japanese brought in a bulldozer to finish the job.  On that same day, 

the men spotted a lone B-29 flying up the valley.  The Japanese guards scattered fearing another big 

bomb like the one that destroyed Hiroshima.  The B-29 unloaded on a textile mill filled with 

Japanese workers.  In the chaos, the men were ordered to clear debris for Japanese emergency 

vehicles.  The ordeal lasted well into the night.  Another atomic bomb was dropped on Nagasaki 

and the Emperor surrendered.  The guards abandoned the camp and the POWS were grateful for 

their freedom but too weak to leave the compound.  Soon came more B-29s dropping strange 

looking objects by parachute.  Japanese civilians ran for cover.  Frazier and the men went to the 

objects to find them filled with food and medicine.  Twice the B-29 had saved Frazier’s life.  With 

newfound strength, the men made their way to Tokyo and rejoined the American forces.  

Frazier returned home a changed man.  His family was 

overjoyed to see him.  For many years they believed he was 

missing and feared dead.  Frazier had a welcome 

homecoming but he was plagued with nightmares, some so 

severe he left his home to stay in hotel rooms so his family 

would not see him in this state.

In the years to follow, Frazier found success in business but 

struggled with personal relationships and a bout with 

cancer.  He continued to have seething anger for the 

Japanese.

At 65 years old, he joined a church and he began to live 

again through a renewed faith in God.  He was healing 

slowly but the nightmares continued.  One day a Japanese 

family visiting a neighboring college for missionaries asked 

to meet with Col. Frazier.  Frazier was seated in a room and 

a young Japanese girl with a pail of water came to kneel 

before him.  She removed his shoes and began washing his

Sgt. Frazier after his homecoming.  By this time, he

had regained the weight he lost as a POW.
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feet.  She asked him to forgive the Japanese people.  They prayed 

together.  He was able to forgive.  His hatred for the Japanese 

people and his nightmares ended that day.

Thanks to CAF member and fellow Alabama 

resident, Ray Nygard, Col Frazier has joined the B-

29/B-24 Squadron.  He and Terri saw FIFI at a tour 

stop in Pensacola.  When he first saw her, tears 

came to his eyes.  The B-29 played a pivotal role in 

his life and holds a special place in his memory.  He 

and Terri thoroughly enjoyed meeting Rocky, Alma, 

Toni, Steve, Mark and the rest of our B-29 crew.   

Col. Frazier and Terri have plans to continue touring 

the country and speaking out for veteran’s causes 

and charities.  There will be more book signings and 

travel including a much anticipated return to the 

Philippines.  Col. Frazier wants to personally thank 

the Philippine people for their many sacrifices and 

courage during WWII.  

Col. Frazier’s website is    www.colonelfrazier.com

You can also seen Col. Frazier’s story in Ken Burns’ 

PBS documentary THE WAR.  A movie adaptation 

of Hell’s Guest is now in development.

At 89 years old, Col. Frazier finished a book about his WWII 

experience titled Hell’s Guest.  It has since sold 65,000 copies.   Col. 

Frazier travels to colleges, churches, civic/business associations and 

military bases to tell his story.  He is married to Terri, his constant 

companion.   Col. Frazier is also a docent on the USS Alabama where 

he recently celebrated his 90th birthday.

Col. Glenn Frazier and his wife Terri

Toni Rabroker and Col. Frazier

http://www.colonelfrazier.com/
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Special Feature

100 years ago

The Poppies of WWI revisited
By Konley Kelley

I work for Richland College in Dallas, 

Texas.  On Monday, November 12, a 

number of us including our college 

President, Kay Eggleston and my friend 

and Richland trainer, Angie Whitney, 

gathered lakeside near the performing 

arts center.  At this spot there is a 

permanent display of ceramic red 

poppies.  This display originated in 2015 

as the idea of Dr. Clive Siegle, a history 

professor and Jen Rose, an art instructor.  

In 2015, the “Blood of Heroes Never 

Dies” display included 5,171 ceramic 

poppies, one for each Texas soldier killed 

in WWII – and one white poppy for a 

nurse killed in the war.  

After being on display for a period of 

time at Richland, many of the poppies 

were sent to Georgetown, Texas for the 

city’s annual Red Poppy Festival.  Others 

were sold to raise money for a charity 

that uses inmates to train puppies as 

service animals for veterans.  

A smaller display remained by the lake.  

Wind, rain and ice have damaged several 

of the poppies.  As part of Veteran’s Day 

2018 and to commemorate 100 years 

since the end of WWI, a ceremony to 

rededicate the poppies and plant 

replacement ones took place.   Dr. Siegel 

shared the history of the poppies and 

poems associated with their symbolism 

from WWI which continues to this day.  

Veterans planted the new poppies.  

What follows is the story that appeared 

in the Flyer in November, 2015.  To all 

veterans who have served and sacrificed 

and some gave all, we shant forget. Dr. Clive Siegle
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Photo Album

Wings Over Dallas 2018
October 26-28, 2018

David O’Connor David O’Connor

Photos courtesy of David O’Connor, Kevin Hong, Steve Heath, 

Tom Griffith, Konley Kelley, Roy Cirigliana, Zane Adams



32

WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018

Konley Kelley



33

WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018

David O’Connor



34

WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018

David O’Connor David O’Connor

Konley Kelley

Konley Kelley



35

WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018WOD2018

Konley Kelley

David O’Connor
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Your best pics of 2018

December 2018 issue of The Flyer

E-mail 1-2 of your best pics from 2018.  We want to see pics of our 

planes, people and shots that will make us go…wow!  E-mail to 

konartist@verizon.net by December 14.   I’m looking forward to seeing 

your stuff and so are Flyer readers!  The Editor will pick his fav.

mailto:konartist@Verizon.net


37

The flyer WANTS YOU!
You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

Editor’s  Corner

Big B-24 scale model coming!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiIXsRRRDZ0

Good news for Squadron members and scale modelers who 

like their models huge.  HobbyBoss is releasing a new B-24J 

Liberator in 1:32 scale.  It has 540+ parts. When complete it 

is 27” long with a wingspan of 41.”  It retails for $250.00.  

Shipping costs for this kit will be extreme but folks in the 

DFW-area can get this will-call from MMD Squadron/Signal 

in Carrollton, TX.  Squadron’s chief modeler, Jeff Verswyvel 

reviews the kit at the video link below.

And, guess what?  In 2019 the “D” model arrives 

The Sands of Iwo Jima
Squadron member and author, Dan King 

delivered the keynote at our September 

Squadron monthly meeting.  He shared the 

story of his father’s harrowing B-29 mission 

and captivity in during the Korean War.

Dan documented this story in his new book The 

Yalu River Boys.  Please look for his book online 

as well as his other publications.

I told Dan about a modeling project I completed 

using sand collected at Omaha Beach.  The sand 

formed the base of my D-Day diorama.  I noted 

my interest in making a diorama of the landings 

on Iwo Jima.  Dan mailed me sand he collected 

on a trip.  I’ve already got my soldier figures and 

am waiting on a water buffalo so I can begin the 

project.  Exciting!   Thanks Dan!
Dan King at DEA on 9/15

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hiIXsRRRDZ0
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

