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George C. Marshall:  

America’s Greatest 

Military Leader 

by Tom Bowers

Thank you Rocky and Alma for following FIFI to Canada and back!

Special Feature:

1st Lt. John S. Young,

Ploesti Raid pilot      

by John S. Young, Jr.

Through thick and thin, the Squadron Px was a constant at summer tour stops.

“O Canada”  Tour Photo Album



B-29/B-24 Squadron      

Officer & Staff Listing

Name Phone

If you would like to get scheduled on a Tour Stop as a Crew Member…  Contact the following:

B-29 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Rick (FEs)                 

Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

B-24 Personnel Scheduling Officers
Archie (Pilots) Rick (FEs)                 

Steve (Scanners) See below for phone#'s

Squadron Officers:
Squadron Commander Neils Agather 817-946-9950

Executive Officer Tom Travis 214-763-0147 

Adjutant/Membership Coordinator Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Maintenance Officer Phil Pedron 940-453-5324

Safety Officer Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

Operations Officer Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Assistant Ops Officer Al Benzing 214-707-2726

Public Information Officer Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

Finance Officer Gerald Oliver 312-953-0357

Education Officer Konley Kelley 214-995-5184

Squadron Staff:
Administrative and Marketing Assistant Jenna Madison 972-387-2924

Administrative Manager Liz Vue 972-387-2924

Sr. Crew Chief Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Crew Chief Ben Powers 214-277-3150

B-24 Team:

Diamond Lil  Century Club Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

B-24 Volunteer MX Coordinator Steve Rabroker 469-387-6439

B-24 Flight Ops Coordinator Al Benzing 214-707-2726

B-29 Team:

B-29 Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

B-29 MX Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

B-29 Flight Engineer Coordinator Rick Garvis 972-380-8800

Stearman Team:

Stearman Flight Ops Coordinator Archie Taylor 817-944-3226

Stearman MX Coordinator Bill Goeken 817-308-1916

Squadron Volunteer Leaders:

The "Flyer " Newsletter Editor Konley Kelley 214-995-5184

Appearance Captain Henry Borderlon 972-406-0644

PX Co-Captain Rocky Smith 214-565-8562

PX Co-Captain Alma Smith 214-284-9128

Social Chairman Toni Rabroker 972-740-4601

Tours/Ride Desk/Marketing:

Tour Manager & Scheduling Jon Oliver 312-925-6184

Tour Marketing Coordinator Kim Pardon 913-636-6250

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory
Position

Its FUN  to Volunteer

www.CAFB29B24.org www.AirPowerTour.org

Email

See below for e-mail addresses

See below for e-mail addresses

vnagather@agathertx.com 

tomtravis@aol.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

pedacft@centurylink.net, 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

albenzing@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

gerald.oliver@yahoo.com

konartist@verizon.net

jenna@cafhq.org

evue@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

f14_ad@yahoo.com

rabroker@hotmail.com 

rabroker@hotmail.com 

albenzing@gmail.com 

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

rgarvis@cafhq.org

rgarvis@cafhq.org

taylor2014@tx.rr.com

wk.goeken@verizon.net

konartist@verizon.net 

pixiee@sbcglobal.net 

diverock@hotmail.com 

alma@b29b24px.org

rabroker@hotmail.com

aphtwarbirds@gmail.com 

pardonb29@gmail.com 

B-29 / B-24 Squadron Directory

Its FUN  to Volunteer

www.AirPowerTour.org



4

*Schedule subject to change

Check www.airpowertour.org

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Branson, Missouri

Joplin, Missouri

Great Bend, Kansas (B-29 only)

Olathe, Kansas 

New Orleans WWII Airpower Expo

Wings Over Dallas

September 12-16

September 19-23

September 24-26

September 28-30

September 29-30

October 12-14

October 26-28

2018 Tour Schedule

Wings Over Dallas is October 26-28.  

The Squadron has been asked to run 

the Volunteer Hospitality area again 

this year as a fundraising event.  We 

need lots of helpers – event co-

captain, grillers, servers, shoppers, 

set-up teams and tent monitors.  

We’ll have sign-ups at the next 

Squadron meeting.

Cheers to all our touring crews this 

summer!   You made it happen! 

http://www.airpowertour.org/
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Squadron Report
The end of a very successful tour is nearing. If you are thinking 

of participating, now is the time. One thing we have learned is 

Canadians love FIFI. We received a very warm welcome at 

every stop in Canada. They are grateful we brought FIFI to 

them. They appreciate FIFI and the history she represents. 

You know what? I love the Canadians for that. 

This coming week FIFI will be back in the States for her final 

tour stops.  In Danville, I am confident the good people of 

Illinois will be equally welcoming. We have the New Orleans 

stop just ahead. It is always a great stop for FIFI and the other 

CAF aircraft, plus lots of fun. I hope to see many Squadron 

members there. Our final stop will be Wings Over Dallas. 

Then, FIFI goes to the paint shop.

Work on Lil is proceeding. As you will see from Phil’s maintenance report, waking up Lil after a 

couple of years of slumber has its challenges. However we are in the final stretch and I am 

confident that in the next Flyer we will be talking about the success of her first flights. I want to 

send a special thanks to Rick, Ben and the many volunteers who are working so diligently in the 

face of unexpected obstacles and yet steadily making headway on Lil.

As most of you know, the CAF has a new CEO. Hank Coates. He’s a good guy. When you get a 

chance, reach out to him, welcome him and help him get started on the right foot.

See you on the road.

Neils Agather

Squadron Leader

FIFI arrives in Montreal.
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Executive Officer

Report
This summer, Curtis 

Wester, Dan Owens and I 

took a tour of Pacific 

WWII battlefields.  Some 

of our stops included 

Guam, Saipan, Tinian, 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

At WWII’s end, the island of Tinian had six 

8,500 ft. long runways.  Not far away, 

Saipan had two of the same length.  Hundreds 

of B-29s based on Tinian flew daily bombing 

missions against Japan.  One of those 

missions unfortunately went very wrong.  A 

fully-fueled B-29 carrying a bombload of 

mines lost two engines on take-off.  The crew 

dropped the mines offshore but didn’t make it 

back.  The B-29 crashed short of the runway.  

Only the tail gunner survived the crash.  

The daughter of the flight engineer on this B-29, Joy Wallace, was in 

our tour group.  She asked questions about what happened to her 

father.  The tour leader, Andy Giles, produced a photo of the crash site.  

It clearly showed the serial number on the tail.  Andy knew exactly 

where the crash site was and took Joy there.  

The jungle has recovered much of Tinian and the wreck site was 

overgrown with thick vines and bushes.  Andy was able to find a piece 

of the airplane and give it to Joy.  I took a photo of the piece and        

e-mailed it to our Squadron crew chief, Rick Garvis.  Rick identified it 

as an engine case breather tube.

73 years after she lost her father, Joy was able to see where her Dad 

died and achieve a little closure.  Thank you Rick for identifying the 

piece of her father’s plane and helping make this moment so 

memorable for her.

Tom Travis

Executive Officer

Tinian Island, WW2

462nd BG taxiing on West Field, Tinian

Dan, Tom and Curtis standing on Runway Able

Joy Wallace holding part of her father’s B-29
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Maintenance 

Report

Phil Pedron

B-29/B-24 Squadron Maintenance Officer

I am pleased to report FIFI is now back in the US after completing eight 

very successful tour stops throughout Ontario, including an air show 

performance and flying formation with one of only two flying Avro 

Lancaster bombers. FIFI continues to perform proudly and flawlessly. 

What an honor for all of us who get to fly, maintain, and share such a 

significant piece of history.

FIFI will soon be back in Fort Worth for a short rest, then back on the 

road for appearances in New Orleans at the WWII Air, Sea and Land 

Festival and finally, Wings over Dallas.

On November 1, FIFI will be flown to Longview Texas for induction
into Aerosmith Aviation for a well-earned face lift. Aerosmith has committed to completing the process of stripping, 

prepping, painting and restoration of all markings in six weeks. Our maintenance team will be responsible for 

removal and reinstallation of propellers, cowlings, control surfaces and landing gear doors. We expect this to take 

two about two weeks, in addition to the six weeks required by Aerosmith. We will be reaching out to our volunteers 

for assistance. 

In addition to her new livery, the FAA has forced our hand by mandating avionics upgrades for ADS-B compliance. 

In light of this requirement and the age of our existing equipment, we have reached out to Garmin and Capital 

Avionics for equipment donations. We hope to have a new avionics suite installed this winter.

Inch by agonizing inch “literally” the team continues to attack and resolve fuel tank leaks.  Last week they once 

again attempted to put gas on the airplane unfortunately finding one remaining leak. Crew Chief Rick has since 

drained and purged the tanks. For the remainder of this week Rick will be in the tanks applying additional sealant. 

He is confident the next tank test will be successful. If there can be good news in this, temperatures are now much 

more conducive to tank diving. This has been a frustrating process, many thanks to Rick and his volunteers for 

hanging in there. Anybody who has ever been in an aircraft fuel tank knows it is a thankless job. 

Nobody is more looking forward to rolling LIL out the door and turning engines than Rick, Ben and our fine staff of 

volunteers.  This being said, LIL’s engines are ready to run! With a little luck and a lot of hard work finishing 

landing gear inspections and retraction checks, LIL will be ready to roll out the door on Monday, September 17. The 

week will be spent fine tuning engines, systems and balancing propellers. 

The old cliché certainly applies, “when she is ready she will be ready”. Everybody in the squadron has remained 

patient, vigilant, enthusiastic, and supportive in their desire to see LIL fly again. That great and exciting day is soon 

to happen. Thanks to you all!
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Training & Safety 

Report

Always remember:  

“IF THE JOB IS DONE 

RIGHT, IT IS SAFE”

.

Steve Rabroker

Safety Officer

As the days, weeks and months of the Air Power History Tour begin to 

build, there is always going to be some down time for FIFI and her 

entourage of planes and crew due to weather.  This past week in 

Danville, Illinois for instance, after several days of rainy weather, most 

people’s first thought would probably be to catch up on a little sleep or 

do some reading.  Not a bad idea, huh….. Not to say that didn’t 

happen, but what I do know DID happen was that our tour leader, 

Curtis Wester, decided to have an impromptu ground school for the 

back-end crew on the road.  

What a great way to keep on top of all the duties of being a Scanner!  

Sometimes we can slowly start developing bad habits and after a 

period of time, if uncorrected, we can start sub-consciously thinking 

that these bad habits are the norm.  

So “Kudos” to all our Tour Leaders!  I know that Glenn Mount, Don Bocaccio, Curtis Wester and Phil Pedron all 

strive to keep the back-end crews in top shape.  

Also, as of the Danville stop, we now have signed off 9 new Scanners this tour season.  This is the most that I can 

remember in quite a few years.  So – congrats to the new “Black Hats” and a sincere thank you to the Tour Leaders 

and Trainers.  Well Done!

If you have any questions about touring, please email me at:  rabroker@hotmail.com

Photo by Alyssa Kugler

mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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PIO Report

Kim Pardon

Public Information Officer

Just back from Canada by way of Terre Haute and Washington D.C., 

but that’s another story. I am overwhelmed by the incredible coverage 

we have received in Canada at every stop. We have been all over the 

news, both television and print, everywhere we visited. I spent a few 

days with the crew in North Bay and Kitchener – long lines each day 

– wonderful people who appreciate what we do – and great partners 

helping us promote the events and also providing assistance with 

logistics, etc. Hopefully this all translates into a profitable tour. I’m 

excited to see the results. 

Our FlightChops friend, Steve Thorne, is coming out to Windsor this 

weekend to do another video about the B-29 – actually this one is 

about what is involved in being a crew member with a WWII 

airplane. Steve’s video he did about his ride at AirVenture last year 

has been viewed on YouTube 3.25 MILLION times. That’s a lot of 

eyeballs. If you haven’t seen it, here is the link: 

https://youtu.be/XakK81edKFA.

We are now looking ahead to the Fall Tour which includes the B-24 at several stops. I know everyone is excited to 

see Lil back in the air. People ask about the B-24 everywhere we go. Looking forward to making a lot of noise with 

the press when she finally returns. I understand That’s All Brother will be with us at a few stops as well. Looking 

forward to having the C-47 with us and helping the Central Texas Wing learn the tricks of the trade in the touring 

world. They are good folks. 

In other news, series 2 of Nik Coleman’s “Plane Resurrection” television show has debuted on PBS America in 

England and received rave reviews. The German debut will occur in September. Nik is confident he will get the 

series sold in the U.S. soon, but, in the meantime, it will be playing in other countries worldwide. We did some 

Facebook live interviews for the P-51C, B-24, and B-29 episodes. “Plane Resurrection” series 2 episodes are 

available online if anyone would like to watch them. Contact me and I will help facilitate that. 

We did run into some interesting people while traveling with 

the tour this summer. I have a big stack of stories and 

pictures to share with Kon Kelley when I get to Dallas later 

in September. Unrelated to the B-29, but still interesting, a 

woman named Barbel Fenske approached us in Kitchener 

last week with a folder full of pictures and information 

related to her experience with the Berlin Airlift, specifically 

“Operation Vittles.” She had a picture of an American pilot 

giving her a doll at Templehoff Airdrome. She asked our 

help in finding him. It’s an interesting story and I know Kon 

will dig deeper to make it even more so. 

That’s all I have –

https://youtu.be/XakK81edKFA
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Education Report

Konley Kelley

Education Officer

Following the Squadron event on August 25, I took our keynote, Col. 

Dave Klaus to the Vintage Flying Museum.  We were joined by 

Squadron member, Brian Wendland and the Young family and friends.  

John Young, Jr. and Susan Levanas are the son and daughter of 1st. Lt. 

John Young, co-pilot of the B-24 Hail Columbia.  Young’s pilot was Col. 

John “Killer” Kane, commander of the 98th BG during Operation Tidal 

Wave/The Ploesti Raid on August 1, 1943.

At VFM, we looked over Diamond Lil (she is looking great) and took 

pictures.  With Dave Klaus and the Young family there, we were treated 

to more fascinating information on the Ploesti Raid.  You can see more

at Dave’s website  https://www.low-level-ploesti.org/

On Frank’s suggestion, Dave and I journeyed about one mile south to the Fort Worth Aviation Museum. My first visit. 

The museum was previously known as Veterans Memorial Air Park and rebranded the Fort Worth Aviation Museum in 

2013.  Frank introduced us to Executive Director, Jim Hodgson.

Dave and I were given a tour by retired Navy pilot, Phil “Hawk” 

Vaughn.  I really enjoyed listening to these two historians swap stories.  

It was late in the day so we relunctantly pulled ourselves out of the 

museum exhibit area (could have spent hours in there) and ventured 

outside to the “petting zoo.”  The park has 24 aircraft on the grounds 

and visitors are encouraged to explore them at their heart’s delight.  

I am definitely making a return trip and giving myself much more time 

to study the exhibits and explore.   Photos are below.  There website is:   

Dave Klaus, Konley Kelley John Young, Jr., Brian Wendland

http://fortworthaviationmuseum.com/

Another friend joined us at VFM to 

see Diamond Lil.  Frank Landrus is a 

long-time member and past President 

of the International Plastic Modeler 

Society of North Central Texas 

(IPMS-NCT).  The oldest modeling 

club in the U.S.  

https://www.low-level-ploesti.org/
http://fortworthaviationmuseum.com/
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Get your CAF gear at Squadron Px
From our Px Captains, Alma and Rocky Smith

Whether we are on tour or home, we can fill your 

order. Short or long sleeve uniform shirts, performance 

polos, quarter zip fleece, as well as hats and tshirts (as found 

on www.B29B24PX.org). We will even do name drops on 

the shirts. Email alma@b29b24px.org with size, quantity, 

your phone and email information.

If you have any membership questions, please feel 

free to contact me at rabroker@hotmail.com

Dues and new member apps can be mailed to: 

CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

Membership Info

September 15 mm

October 26-28 Wings Over Dallas

November 17    

Squadron Annual   

Meeting and Chili Cook-off

2018 Squadron monthly meetings 

(mm) and local activities:

Congratulations to 

Squadron 

Members Ross 

Martin and Greg 

Trobridge for 

qualifying as 

scanners during 

the summer tour.

Member News

August/September 2018

The Squadron welcomes new members 

added in August/September 2018:
T Marbach, McKinney, TX

John Young, Jr., Covington, WA

Michelle Baskett,  Rockwall, TX

Happy 103rd Birthday

September 7th

Col. Dick Cole!

Ross

Greg

See Toni Rabroker for volunteer 

opportunities at Wings Over Dallas

http://www.b29b24px.org/
mailto:alma@b29b24px.org
mailto:rabroker@hotmail.com
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Volunteer Spotlight

Mike Caraway
By Konley Kelley

Mike Caraway was born in Dallas, TX in 1951.  His dad, Morris, was a 

Petroleum Field Engineer.  Mike describes his dad’s job as part geologist 

and part engineer.  His Dad would evaluate a site and design the system to 

best work with the depth and geology of the area.  His mom, Karen, was a 

homemaker.  Later in life after their children were grown she worked in 

human resources for Louisiana state employees.  Both of Mike parents are 

in their late 90s and living in Shreveport, LA.  Mike has a younger brother, 

Gregg and younger sister, Cindy.  

Mike’s Dad, Morris, was in the Army Air Corps during the WWII.  He was 

training to fly B-29s when WWII ended.  He did go on to fly missions and 

serve in Korea.  Before meeting Morris, Karen wanted to become a 

stewardess for Braniff.  At 5’ she was too short to be a stewardess and took a 

job in reservations.  It was in Dallas where Morris met Karen.

His father’s work resulted in picking up and moving a lot.  Mike’s elementary 

school years were primarily in Dallas but he lived for a time in Wichita Falls 

and Tulsa before returning to Dallas.  While in Dallas and 4 years old, he 

lived a few blocks from Love Field.  His love of planes started early 

watching air traffic at Love in the 1950s.  

During Mike’s middle and high school years, he built scale model airplanes 

as a kid (often blowing them up with firecrackers) and played football.  In 

Texas, there were two sports in the 1950s.  Football and Spring Football.  

Friday night’s social activities all revolved around football.

After graduation, he enrolled in Louisiana Tech.  In the late 1960s, 

the aviation program at the college was a new thing.  Mike took 

advantage of it and learned to fly.  Soon enough he was certified as

Karen, 93 yrs old and Morris, 97 yrs old 

Morris in Korea (1951-52)

Mike returned to Dallas and earned money as a flight instructor.   He was based 

at the then-called Dallas/Garland Airport in 1974.  

a private pilot and earned a multi-

engine rating.  Mike rose to 

become a flight instructor and put 

a lot of hours in his logbook.  He 

graduated in 1973 and took a job 

with Royale Airlines.  This was 

short-lived.  The nationwide gas 

shortage left him furloughed.  

35 yrs old pilot portrait



15

Mike landed a job with TWA in 1978.  He was based in Kansas 

City flew a 727 on domestic routes.  In 1980, he found himself 

laid off again.  He was hired as a factory sales pilot for 

Mitsubishi.  Mike would pick up new planes in San Angelo, TX 

and take prospective clients for flights with a Mitsubishi sales 

person.  He was often flying new turboprops and Diamond jets.  

The Diamond jet was a competitor to Lear jets.

TWA called and he went back in 1984.  He was glad to be 

working for a major airline again.  His base was in St. Louis.  

In 2001, American bought TWA.  Mike remained a pilot for 

American until 2016 and forced retirement at age 65, 

completing a 37-year career in the airline industry.  

One of his first experiences with the CAF happened in 1983.  

He took the Vice-President of Mitsubishi to the CAF airshow 

in Harlingen (weird to take a representative of Mitsubishi to a 

WWII warbird show when you think of it).  Referring to the 

CAF, Mike said his Dad rarely spoke of his military 

experience.  Today that is more common now that Mike is in 

the CAF.  

These days Mike’s Dad can relate a story to him about 

changing a fuel pump in an aircraft in 1944 with clarity but not 

remember what he had for lunch in the present day.  The CAF

In Dallas, a CAF member and friend of 

Mike’s, Parker Davis, invited him to a 

Squadron meeting.  Mike began attending 

meetings and joined up.  He said the formula 

that got him goes like this.  You come for the 

planes.  You then learn you can meet, befriend 

and honor veterans. You then become friends 

with Squadron members.  Planes – Vets –

People.  All three draw him to the CAF.

The economy came back and Royale hired Mike back.  His flew 

a commuter Beechcraft 99 15-passenger plane and often 

transported soldiers to Fort Polk, LA.

has really helped his Dad open up to him about 

his memories and Mike is grateful for that.  

Mike’s Dad recently told him of a day they had 

two separate engine fires on B-29s back-to-

back while in training.  After the second one 

was handled, he was headed to the bar.  

Today he volunteers on a regular basis at the Vintage Flying Museum and counts the other regulars working out there 

as his good friends.  Mike joked he came home once after helping put FIFI up on jacks for gear swings.  He told his 

wife he put FIFI in the air that day.  

He has also attended B-29 and B-24 Ground Schools.  Next on his wish list is to become qualified to fly Diamond Lil.  

Mike and Marcy in the early 90s 

Mike in the cockpit of a Boeing 717 while flying for TWA

Mike and Marcy on his last day flying for American in September, 2016
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At Wings Over Dallas last year, he was part of a roving 

maintenance team.  An idea spawned by CAF member, Jim 

Lasche. Mike, Ed Beck, Tom Ferraro and others make 

themselves available for unexpected on-site maintenance needs 

for all warbirds at the show.  He is looking forward to doing this 

again at WOD this fall.

Mike does have a personal life and he shares it with his wife, 

Marcy.  He met her on a trip where she was serving as flight 

attendant.  Three years later they were married.  Marcy went on 

to sell real estate and retired from the business a few years ago

Today they have a home on a grass airstrip in Boyd, Texas where they own a Vans RV-6 and Piper J3 Cub.   

Recreational flying time is about 25-40 hours a year – often to a nearby airport for a “$50 omelet or $100 

cheeseburger.” They enjoy mingling with other fliers.  He does recall a trip they took 10 years ago in their 

homebuilt Vans RV-6 to Oregon, site of the Van factory for a “Vans Homecoming” event.  That was a lot of fun.  

Mike and Marcy get together frequently with his brother and sister and parents for family time.  At home they love 

on their Golden Retriever named “Beaux.”

Thinking about the CAF, Mike does wonder who will be remaining to tell the stories of WWII and the Greatest 

Generation when the vets are gone.  He believes it will fall on the CAF and all of us.  The lessons of what happened 

need to be taught and our education system is falling short.  The best way to make this happen is to keep these 

remarkable planes from WWII in the air and use the power of these warbirds to keep the history alive.

Mike will see you soon and you can definitely find him working on Lil and FIFI weekdays at VFM.

Pics contributed by Crew Chief Rick 

for Mike’s VFM photo album

Mike, Marcy and Beaux
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Feature Story

George C. Marshall

America's Greatest Military Leader
By Tom Bowers

When General of the Army George C. Marshall retired as Army Chief of Staff 

on November 26, 1945, President Harry Truman said of him, “In a war 

unparalleled in magnitude and in horror, millions of Americans gave their 

country outstanding service. General of the Army George C. Marshall gave it 

victory.” On another occasion, Truman called Marshall the greatest military man 

that America had ever produced.

George Catlett Marshall was more than a famous military leader, however. He 

was also a diplomat and statesman who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953 in 

recognition of the Marshall Plan that saved millions of lives in postwar western 

Europe. Above all, he was an honorable and humble man with intense devotion 

to duty. His was a lifetime of service.

He was born December 31, 1880 in Uniontown, Pennsylvania, a town about 50 

miles south of Pittsburgh. He admitted being a mediocre student in high school, 

but he excelled in his military studies at Virginia Military Institute in Lexington. 

He was First Captain in his senior year and graduated in 1901. He met Lily Coles, who lived in Lexington, and they 

were married in 1902, shortly after Marshall was commissioned as a second lieutenant in the Infantry.

Marshall’s academic excellence continued at the Infantry and Cavalry School at Fort 

Leavenworth, Kansas, where he finished first in his class and was asked to return as an 

instructor. That duty was followed by assignments with National Guard units, as an aide 

to General J. Franklin Bell, and as a staff officer in France in World War I. Those duties 

added to Marshall’s reputation as a brilliant staff officer and planner. He gained some 

measure of fame among his colleagues when he publicly and boldly criticized General 

John J. Pershing’s staff in a confrontation during the war. Pershing respected Marshall’s 

forthrightness and chose Marshall to be his personal aide from 1919 to 1924. Pershing 

was chief of staff during that the time, and Marshall gained valuable knowledge about 

how the chief dealt with the president and members of Congress. Pershing became a 

lifelong friend and mentor and served as best man when Marshall married his second 

wife, Katherine, in 1930. (Lily had died of heart failure in 1927.) 

George C. Marshall (1915)

As head of the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Georgia, from 1927 to 1932, Marshall revolutionized the way that 

infantry tactics were taught – placing more emphasis on rapid movement and the need to adapt to changing conditions 

on the battlefield. Students who benefitted from Marshall’s changes included 150 future World War II generals. 

Assignments at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina; Fort Screven, Georgia; and the Illinois National Guard followed. 

Concurrent assignments with the Civilian Conservation Corps gave Marshall valuable insight into the challenges of 

training civilians, lessons that would prove invaluable when the United States had to create a civilian army during 

World War II. Marshall earned his first star as a brigadier general on November 1, 1936, followed by appointment as 

commander of the 5th Brigade of the 3rd Infantry Division at Vancouver Barracks in the state of Washington. 
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Marshall’s reputation as a planner and staff officer led to a significant assignment for him in 1938 – head of the 

Army’s War Plans Division in Washington, D.C., followed by quick promotion to deputy chief of staff. An even 

higher position materialized for him after Marshall “spoke truth to power” to President Franklin Roosevelt at the 

White House in November 1938. FDR had told a group of senior advisers that he wanted to give 10,000 airplanes to 

European countries for defense against threats from Germany and Italy. After other higher-ranking officers had 

praised the president’s idea, Marshall strongly criticized it because it did not include provisions for training and 

maintenance and because it would take resources away from the U.S. military. While others in the room thought that 

Marshall had killed any possibility of future advancement, Roosevelt appreciated Marshall’s candor and named him 

Army chief of staff in April 1939, a move that vaulted the one-star Marshall to four-star rank over many of his 

contemporaries. Marshall officially assumed the office on 1 September 1939, the day that Nazi forces invaded 

Poland to start World War II.

George Marshall played many important roles in the 

Allied effort in World War II. He increased the size of the 

U.S. Army from 172,000 to more than 8 million by the 

end of the war. As President Roosevelt’s most important 

military adviser, his voice carried great weight in the 

councils of U.S. military and civilian leaders as well as 

those of Allied countries. Marshall was at Roosevelt’s 

side during his wartime conferences with British Prime 

Minister Winston Churchill and Soviet Premier Joseph 

Stalin. When the war ended in Europe in May 1945, 

Churchill called Marshall the “architect of the Allied

victory.” Roosevelt had offered Marshall the prime command of the war – Supreme Allied Commander in Europe –

but Marshall was too humble to ask FDR for the assignment and it went to General Dwight Eisenhower. Marshall 

suffered a personal loss in the war when his stepson, Lieutenant Allen Brown, was killed in 1944 in fighting near 

Anzio, Italy.

Marshall had a long personal friendship with General Henry H. 

“Hap” Arnold, who became the first chief of staff of the U.S. Air 

Force in 1947. The two had met on an Army assignment in the 

Philippines in 1914, three years after Arnold had learned to fly 

under the direct supervision of the Wright brothers in Dayton, 

Ohio. Arnold was Chief of the U.S. Army Air Forces and 

Marshall’s deputy chief of staff for air. Although Arnold was 

technically Marshall’s subordinate, Marshall treated him as an 

equal and arranged for Arnold to join him and the Chief of Naval 

Operations (Admiral Ernest King) on the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Responsibility for air operations in the European and Pacific 

theaters devolved primarily upon Arnold.

In December 1944, the U.S. military conferred five-star rank on 

four Army generals (Marshall, Eisenhower, Douglas MacArthur 

and Arnold) and four Navy admirals (William Leahy, Ernest King, 

Chester Nimitz, and William Halsey). When Arnold became the 

first chief of staff of the Air Force, he became the only man to 

hold the five-star rank in both the Army and Air Force. General 

Omar Bradley received a fifth star when he became Army chief of 

staff, but the rank was abolished upon his death in 1981.

When Marshall retired as chief of staff in November 1945, he and 

Katherine looked forward to a restful and well-earned retirement. 

Marshall with Hap Arnold

Marshall with Omar Bradley

Marshall at the Tehran Conference, 1943
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That was not to be, however, because President Truman called Marshall on 

the day after his retirement ceremony and asked him to go to China as 

special envoy to try to form a coalition government of Chiang Kai-shek’s 

Nationalists and Mao Zedong’s Communists. Marshall spent all of 1946 

trying to broker such an arrangement, but long-entrenched animosities 

prevented such an arrangement, and a frustrated and unsuccessful Marshall 

left in January 1947. 

Marshall became U.S. Secretary of State immediately upon his return to the 

United States. He learned of the terrible conditions in Europe caused by 

years of war and a terrible winter. Marshall appointed a special group in the

State Department to devise a plan that would help the Europeans and would stymie communist attempts to secure 

government control. The group came up with the idea of the European Recovery Program that Marshall announced 

at a speech at Harvard University on June 5, 1947. Newspapers the next day called the program “Marshall’s plan,” 

and the name stuck. The United States provided nearly $13 billion to 17 countries under the Marshall Plan, the most 

successful foreign aid program in U.S. history. 

Truman and Marshall

Marshall served as president of the American Red Cross for one year beginning 

in November, 1949. That was followed by one year as Secretary of Defense 

during the early days of the Korean War, when Marshall was involved in 

President Truman’s decision to fire General MacArthur. The Marshall Plan led 

to Marshall’s winning of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1953, and he was the only 

professional soldier who has ever received that coveted award. He died on 

October 16, 1959, and is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

While he was chief of staff, the Marshalls lived in Quarters One at Fort Myer, 

Virginia. In 1941, they purchased a second home in Leesburg, Virginia, that 

provided an occasional respite during the war. Marshall always valued physical 

activity as a way to “clear his mind” and take his mind off the terrible problems 

of war, and the large garden at the Marshall House in Leesburg was the object of 

most of his labors. General Arnold visited the Marshalls in Leesburg one 

Saturday in August 1944 to help in the garden. George and Katherine were on 

ladders painting the trim on the house when he arrived, and Marshall had a line 

of green paint running down his forehead. Arnold was in his immaculate 

summer uniform and went inside to change into what he called his work clothes. 

When he emerged, he was in a white shirt and white trousers. Katherine later 

found him knee-deep in the compost pile, with his clothes “a sight to behold.” 

Marshall carrying his Nobel Peace Prize

The Marshall House in Leesburg is open as a house museum 

of the 1950s. It is unique among historic homes because 

approximately 90 percent of the items in the house belonged 

to the Marshalls and were in the house when the Marshalls 

lived there. 

In the relatively modest home, one can see significant works 

of art. They include a reproduction of a Churchill painting that 

he gave to the Marshalls, a painting by a Russian artist that 

was given to Marshall by the U.S.S.R. in recognition of his 

role as an ally, and an original painting that was painted by 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek and given to the Marshalls.

George and Katherine Marshall
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The house is open on weekends for public tours and other days for special tours. Details, including the address and 

telephone number, are available at  https://www.georgecmarshall.org/. The website includes a 30-minute video tour 

of the house.

Author note: Tom Bowers is docent director at the Marshall House in Leesburg, Virginia, and was a journalism 

professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill from 1971 to 2006. tbowers@live.unc.edu.

George and Katherine Marshall purchased the Marshall House in 1941 and lived there until 

his death in 1959. It is now a house museum open to the public.

Winston Churchill painted “View of Tenerhir” in Morocco in 

1951 and gave it to the Marshalls in 1953.

This reproduction hangs in the Marshall House. 

“Evening,” by Russian artist Vasily Baksheyev, was a gift from the U.S.S.R. 

to George Marshall in 1947 in recognition of Marshall’s role as a Soviet 

ally in World War II. This reproduction hangs in the Marshall House.

https://www.georgecmarshall.org/
mailto:tbowers@live.unc.edu
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Photo Album

“O Canada”
CAF AirPower History Tour 

Summer 2018

Alyssa Kugler                          Windsor, Ontario

Alyssa Kugler

Alyssa Kugler

Alyssa Kugler

Alyssa Kugler

Ben Roffelsen -

Canadian Warplane 

Heritage Museum in 

Hamilton, Ontario

Alyssa Kugler

Colleen O’Neil

Colleen O’Neil

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFdgIC-oRmw

James Gray                          Brantford, Ontario Community Charity Airshow

Jenna B  North Bay, Ontario

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFdgIC-oRmw
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Derek Soanes     Windsor, Ontario

Don Boccacio                      Peterborough, 

Ontario

Jim Dawson

Jim Dawson      Windsor, Ontario

Jim Dawson      Windsor, Ontario

Dominic FeelLion – Ottawa, Ontario

Jonathan Edwards, Vintage Wings Canada
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Waterloo Warbirds                                            Kitchener, Ontario Waterloo Warbirds                                           Kitchener, Ontario

Ross Martin

Michael Martin, Peterborough, Ontario

FIFI’s birthday

Skies Magazine video   https://www.facebook.com/skiesmag/videos/515954148845867/

https://www.facebook.com/skiesmag/videos/515954148845867/
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Photo Album

Squadron Special Event
August 25, 2018

Ploesti Raid presentation

Spirit of ‘45 commemoration

WWII veterans:  Fiske Hanley, BJ Sheppherd, 

Don Graves, Dale Robinson, Ernie Lacroix

WWII veteran 

and B-29 FE, 

Fiske Hanley 

with Toni 

Rabroker

Missing Man Table

Photos by Steve Heath
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Keynote Col. Dave Klaus

Lisa “Rosie the Riveter” Foster 

talks about the Spirit of ‘45

CAF Ground Forces Detachment

Color Guard salute
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This Month in History

Medal of Honor recipients 

of the Ploesti Raid 
By Konley Kelley

August 1, 1943.  If you know the history 

of the B-24 Liberator, you know this 

date.  When describing the Ploesti Raid, 

designated “Operation Tidal Wave,” 

historians have called it ambitious, 

daring, heroic, disastrous and foolhardy.  

Whatever your view of this mission, we 

will never forget the bravery of these 

airmen on that day...Black Sunday.  

For our Squadron, there is a constant 

reminder of the Ploesti Raid.  Diamond 

Lil is the only flying B-24A with a 

profile much like the B-24D models that 

flew this mission.  For many years as a 

CAF aircraft, she was painted and 

marked in the scheme of a B-24 from the 

98th BG.  At the Midland CAF Airsho, 

Diamond Lil would make a pass with 

pyrotechnics exploding below her to 

commemorate the most famous B-24 

mission of the war.

There have been moments in Lil’s 

cockpit when I get chills thinking of 

what the Ploesti raiders saw beyond the

In one of the most iconic pictures from 

WWII, “Sandman” piloted by 1st. Lt. 

Robert Sternfels appears moments after 

clearing a towering cloud of smoke.  The 

picture was taken by a camera mounted 

on the B-24 “Sneezy.”Diamond Lil in 1995

nose of their aircraft that fateful day.  Recalled Lt. Norman Whalen, Navigator of the B-24 Hail Columbia,“We knew 

it was a disaster and knew that in the flames shooting up from those refineries we might be burned to death but we 

went right in.”

Historians have studied and debated the Ploesti Raid for years. As part of our Squadron’s mission to share the history 

of the B-24 with the public, the story of the Ploesti Raid takes up a significant portion of the 15’ x 3’ banner attached 

to Diamond Lil when she is on display. A few years ago, CAF B-24 pilot, Al Benzing, and I led a presentation on the 

history of the B-24 Liberator for a community college in Dallas.  We provided details of the Ploesti mission as well 

as the stories of the five men who were awarded the Medal of Honor.  This article will provide a synopsis of the 

mission with a focus on the five men who were awarded our nation’s highest military honor.

Ploesti was an inviting target  for the Allies.  Early in the war, the Romanian government turned to Hitler for 

protection against the Soviet threat.  Without firing a shot, Germany now held one of the richest oil reserves in 

Europe and refining capacity to fuel the armor and aircraft of its war machine. When the Allies made gains in North 

Africa, plans were drawn up to bomb the oil refineries in and around Ploesti.  The logistics of such a mission were 

staggering – above all selecting the right aircraft to deliver the destructive force to do the job.
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A number of talented aviation artists have created 

paintings depicting the Ploesti Raid including the above 

piece by Anthony Saunders.  An abundance of books by 

historians and Ploesti veterans are available.  Youtube 

has some great docs on the raid.  Contact me at 

konartist@verizon.net for websites and books I’ve found 

about the Ploesti Raid.

Of the heavy bombers available to the Allies, the B-24 Liberator was the only 

aircraft with the range to reach Ploesti from bases in North Africa and the payload to 

deliver a significant blow to the target.  As planners argued the number of sorties 

necessary to achieve mission objectives from high altitude, a controversial strategy 

was propagated by Col. Jacob E. Smart.  Smart argued the attacking force could 

bomb with much greater accuracy in a low level attack.  A higher percentage of the 

target would be destroyed with fewer aircraft in a single mission relying on the 

element of surprise.  He argued the aircraft could evade radar at low altitude.  The 

attacking force would number roughly 200 aircraft comprised of five B-24 bomb 

groups.  Losses were estimated to be 30 percent – deemed an acceptable percentage 

for this objective.  Smart’s plan was approved and the men and aircraft to fly the 

mission were assembled at bases in Benghazi, Libya.

Low-level practice got underway.  The B-24 crews knew the 

likelihood of survival if hit over target was minimal at best.  

British gunners reported they could easily shoot down the 

lumbering B-24 Liberators.  Information about the defenses

around Ploesti was sketchy at best.  It was known the Germans had a variety of weapons including                     

88mm, 37mm and 20mm anti-aircraft guns along with explosives attached to barrage balloons positioned around the 

refineries.  Stories of poorly trained Romanians manning these weapons – even scattering to bomb shelters during an 

air raid – circulated among the men.

Despite the risks they faced on the 

mission, only three of the 1,753 

men assigned refused to fly.  On 

August 1, 1943, 178 Liberators 

departed Benghazi for the 1,200 

mi journey to Ploesti.  Extra fuel 

tanks were added in the forward 

bomb bay and each bomber carried 

from 3,800 to 4,500 lbs. of 

ordnance.  Waist gunners had 

incendiary bombs to throw from 

their planes.  

After crossing 500 miles of the 

Mediterranean, the Liberators had 

to climb to 10,000 ft. to clear the 

Pindus mountain range in Albania 

then descend to 100 ft. over the 

Romanian countryside – the 

prescribed altitude for the attack.

A dispute over cruising speed between two BG commanders caused the attacking force to be spread out along a long 

line.  The lead BG turned too soon at the wrong IP.  This was corrected but resulted in aircraft approaching the target 

from two directions and off schedule.  This doomed the mission.  In addition, the Ploesti defenders were alerted to 

the approaching bombers by spotters and radar.  A well-trained force of German gunners and Romanian/German 

pilots manning ME-109, ME-110 and other nimble fighter aircraft were ready and waiting.

The greatest air-ground battle in the history of warfare ensued.  On the bombing run, B-24 crews saw haystacks open 

up and anti-aircraft guns blazing away.  A flak train decimated a force of Liberators using the rail lines as a guide to 

target.  Liberators spewing fuel from punctured tanks erupted in flames.  Over the target, B-24 gunners unloaded 

their .50 cal guns at enemy positions – with some atop structures at nearly the same height as the bombers.

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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Lt. Col. Addison Baker

By the time Lt. Col. Addison Baker and co-pilot Major. John Jerstad flying Hell’s Wench were over the target, their  

B-24 was a flying inferno as seen in this painting by artist Roy Grinnell titled “Returning is Secondary.”

Before the mission, Baker, leading the 93rd BG, the “Traveling Circus” had told his men "We're going on one of the 

biggest jobs of the war.  If we hit it good, we might cut six months off the war. She may be a little rough, but you can 

do her. I'm going to take you to this one if my plane falls apart."  He kept his promise.

After leading their men directly over the target, Baker and Jerstad tried to climb. Hell's Wench struggled to get up to 

300 feet where crew members were seen jumping out in a desperate attempt to bail. Unable to maintain lift, the 

tangled wreckage of the Liberator fell over on its flaming right wing and crashed. None of the 10-member crew 

aboard Hell’s Wench survived.  For their sacrifice, Baker and Jerstad posthumously received the Medal of Honor.

En route to target, 2nd. Lt. Pete Hughes' bomber was raked 

with anti-aircraft fire. Holes in the left wing and bomb 

bay fuel tanks spewed a steady stream of aviation fuel 

behind his B-24 Ole Kickapoo.

Recognizing the danger, another crew broke radio silence 

to warn the young pilot from Texas to abort the bomb run.  

Despite the danger, Hughes bore in.  His Liberator erupted 

in flames but he stayed on the bomb run and unloaded on 

target.  He headed for a riverbed to make a belly landing 

but his wingtip caught the riverbank and his plane tumbled 

out of control into the ground.  Only two crew members 

would survive the crash.

Eight months after he was killed in action, Hughes' Medal 

of Honor was presented to his wife Hazel.  An A&M grad, 

Hughes medal is currently on display at Sanders Corps of 

Cadets Center on campus. 

2nd. Lt. Hughes 

and the crew of

Ole Kickapoo

Maj. John Jerstad
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Col. Leon Johnson

Col. John “Killer” Kane

Only two of the men selected to receive the Medal of Honor survived the mission. Col John “Killer” Kane 

commanding the 98th BG “The Pyramiders” and Col. Leon Johnson commanding the 44th BG “Eight Balls.”  Kane 

piloted the B-24 Hail Columbia.  Johnson piloted the B-24 Suzy Q.  Their aircraft are depicted in this painting by 

artist Don Greer.  Before the mission, Kane told his men, "It would take an entire army a year to fight its way up 

here and smash this target.  We are going to do it in a couple of minutes with less than two thousand men!" Kane’s 

men fearlessly followed him to target and paid a heavy price. In one of Kane’s last public statements before his death 

in 1996 he said, "I still recall the smoke, fire and B-24s going down like it was yesterday.  Even now, I get a lump in 

my throat when I think about what we went through.  I didn't get the Medal of Honor, the 98th BG did.”

Only 88 B-24s returned to Libya of which 55 had battle damage.  44 aircraft were shot down by air defenses and 

enemy fighter aircraft. Other damaged B-24s were diverted to emergency airstrips including Kane’s Hail Columbia

which crash-landed in Cyprus.  Several ditched in the Mediterranean.  310 airmen were killed.  108 were captured 

and 78 were interned in Turkey.  Allied assessment of the attack estimated 40 percent of the target was destroyed 

with some refineries left untouched.  Most of the damage was repaired and refining capacity resumed at or above the 

levels prior to the attack.

Ploesti remained a high value target with 

19 more Allied bombing missions 

undertaken from 1943-44. The August 1, 

1943 raid was the only low-level 

mission.  Even at higher altitudes, flak 

and enemy fighters continued to take 

their toll on aircraft and men. The 

Ploesti Raid of August 1 continues to 

carry the distinction of the most Medal 

of Honor recipients for any air action in 

the history of the US Air Force.  In 

addition, many airmen in the raid  

received the DSC and other special 

commendations. CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron 

member, S/Sgt. Robert Phillips 

flew the last Ploesti mission.

Target Ploesti
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Special Feature

1st. Lt. John S. Young

Ploesti Raid pilot
By John S. Young, Jr.

Konley - It is nice to hear from you. I’m honored that you wish to 

write about my dad, since he is one of the more unsung heroes of 

Tidal Wave. 

John S. Young was born and raised in Dallas, Texas, the third of 

three children. His older sister died very young, I think, but am not 

sure, from the Spanish flu during WWI.  After graduating from 

Woodrow Wilson High School in Dallas he attended SMU for two 

years and joined the Army Air Corps some time in 1940.  He 

graduated as a pilot with the rank of 1st Lt. just prior to Pearl 

Harbor. This is why he was able to finish his advanced training 

early enough to be ready to fly with Col. John Kane and the 

“Pyramiders.”  

The 98th BG flew to Brazil then across the Atlantic to Cairo, Egypt 

in late ‘42 or early 1943. He and other pilots trained in strange-

looking B-17C models for their 4-engine rating but received 

their B-24Ds ONE DAY before leaving for South America. He 

said they were given their flight manuals and pretty much told to

Following is an e-mail from John S. Young, Jr., the son of John S. Young, 

co-pilot of Hail Columbia on the day of the Ploesti Raid, August 1, 1943.  

John and his sister Susan traveled from Covington, WA to attend our event 

in Dallas on August 25.  They arrived with a photo album of his father’s 

pictures.  Many of those pictures are included in the newsletter. Thank you 

John and Susan for being at our event and for the story John shared with 

everyone about the mission his father and hundreds of other brave airmen 

accepted just over 75 years ago.  Lest we forget.
- The Editor

Brian Wendland, John S. Young, Jr., Susan Levanas 

Captain John S. Young

read them and get in their ships and fly them as much as they could before their next morning’s departure. This was 

a typical war emergency occurrence at that desperate time. I think he told me he may have made three or four 

takeoffs and landings that day before leaving. 

I have learned quite a bit about my father on this last trip to Dallas by reading through his official papers and general 

orders AND from Dave Klaus.  For instance, I learned my dad completed his 27 mission requirement and did NOT 

have to fly to Ploesti, but for reasons he never told me, he decided to go anyway.  I also learned that while he was 

fighting out of Benghazi, losing his friends and getting shot down at least once before Col. Kane asked him to fly the 

Ploesti mission, he learned by letter his high school sweetheart married a wealthy Texan she met in college.  I can 

only assume he made the decision to fly the suicidal mission to Ploesti with a strong sense of sorrow and despair.

I also found in his papers the debrief of the mission on which he had been shot down before the Ploesti mission. It 

was over water (the Mediterranean) when he was attacked flying alone by EIGHT German ME-109s and fought a
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running battle with them.  His gunners shot down four of them and the others broke off and disengaged. His B-24 

was shot up too badly to make it to shore so he ditched his B-24 successfully just off the beach at Crete.  He was 

taken prisoner along with his crew and later released back to the British and returned to Benghazi safely. I am pretty 

sure he was awarded his first DSM for this mission and his second DSM Oak Leaf Cluster for Ploesti.  

After the war, my father was sort of lost.  One good thing happened as the marriage of his high school sweetheart 

had not worked out so he reunited with and married her.  That is why I am here so that I can write you about these 

events.  John and Betty Young had three more children. He worked as Vice President for the First National Bank in 

Dallas for many years.  He bought the Herrin Trucking Company and operated it for a number of years before he 

died in 1997 at the age of 83. You can find out more about him on the website associated with the American 

Museum In Britain - 98th Bomb Group under his name: John S. Young.     Sincerely, John S. Young, Jr.

Captain John S. Young and the crew of his B-2498th BG patchJohn S. Young military ID

White IV Astra Romano Refinery

Captain John Young & The Blue Streak  Teggie Ann (1943)

John Young 

War Bond tour 

(1944)
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The flyer WANTS YOU!
You are welcome to contribute a story, photographs and artwork for this decades-old newsletter.  

If you are a veteran, please tell us your story.  Squadron members continually meet veterans at 

the hangar, on tour and in everyday life – let us know their stories.   We’re also looking for 

contributors for “This Month in History” and news spotlighting our aircraft and members.  

Thank you and 

“Keep ‘Em Flying!”

Konley Kelley

THE FLYER editor

konartist@verizon.net

Editor’s  Corner
Zipline Carrier makes port at Frontiers of Flight 
Event and CAF DFW Wing’s Warbirds on Parade

The Zipline Carrier was at 

Frontiers of Flight for the 

Honoring our Nation’s 

Heroes event on August 18 

and the Lancaster Airport for 

the DFW Wing’s Warbirds
on Parade event on September 1.  We saw lots of good landings and bad 

landings.  Everyone learned something and had some fun.  After some 

repairs  the carrier will make a return appearance at Wings Over 

Dallas, October 26-28 at the CAF National Airbase.

Happy Birthday to me
Fellow carrier crew, Ken Kovar, (seen to 

the left at the Frontiers of Flight event), 

knows me too well.  His birthday gift
for me was a scale model kit of the USS Oriskany CV-34.

The Oriskany was built too late to be in action in WWII.  She served in the Korean 

and Vietnam wars.  In May, 2006, she was sunk off Pensacola, FL to become an 

artificial reef.  She is now one of the top diving sites in the world.  In Vietnam, what 

famous pilot flew from the Oriskany and was shot down and held as a POW?

BTW – you can 

still get free 

pancakes at 

Denny’s on 

your birthday!

mailto:konartist@verizon.net
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B-29 / B-24 Squadron
Mailing Address:

PO Box 763577

Dallas, TX 75376

United States of America

Street Address:

5661 Mariner Drive

Suite 2924

Dallas Executive Airport

Dallas, TX 75237

www.cafb29b24.org

www.AirPowerTour.org

972-387-2924 (Hangar)

432-413-4100 (Ride Desk)

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
http://www.airpowertour.org/

